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 Senior Project Introduction Page 

 The Timberlake High School Senior Project is a graduation requirement for all graduating seniors. 

 1.  The senior project is designed to allow students the opportunity to research a specific area of interest and 
 develop a high quality research paper.   Students will participate in an oral presentation by means of presenting 
 their research paper along with their digital portfolio at the end of 1st semester.  

 2.  Students will work on and complete their research paper in their Senior English class. 

 3.  Students who attend NIC full time, or any student who does not attend a Senior English class at Timberlake 
 High School will be assigned a Senior English teacher from Timberlake. 

 4.  Any senior who attends NIC full time, but plans on graduating from Timberlake High School, will be required 
 to complete the senior project.  The research paper submitted may be written and graded in the student’s 1st 
 semester NIC 101 or 102 class, but must still meet the requirements of a 5 – 8 page research essay.  This 
 essay must be printed out and submitted to Timberlake with a Blackboard print-out of the score received.  The 
 student will be responsible for completing the digital portfolio on his/her own time and submitting it through 
 Google Sites to their assigned Senior English teacher,  as well as preparing for the research paper 
 presentation. Students must utilize their Lakeland School District student email regularly for updates and 
 information from staff at Timberlake High School. 

 5.  Any senior who attends Timberlake, but takes an online English class (i.e.: IDLA)  will be required  to 
 complete the senior project.  The research paper submitted may be written and graded in the student’s 1st 
 semester senior-level English class, but must still meet the requirements of a 5-8 page argumentative research 
 essay.  If the class does not assign this type of research paper, then the student will still be required to submit 
 one according to the guidelines in the Senior Project Handbook.  The student will be responsible for completing 
 the portfolio on his/her own time and submitting it through Google Sites to their assigned Senior English 
 teacher,  as well as preparing for the research paper presentation.  Students must utilize their Lakeland School 
 District student email regularly for updates and information from staff at Timberlake High School. 

 6. Students who are not taking an English 4 or NIC 101/102 class during their 1st semester of the year they 
 graduate will still be required to complete the senior project.  Students must utilize their Lakeland School 
 District student email regularly for updates and information from staff at Timberlake High School. 

 Overall Grading: 

 Students will receive a Pass/Fail grade for their senior project.  In order to receive a passing grade, students 
 must earn at least a 70% or proficient in  each  of  the graded component areas which include the research 
 paper, portfolio and research paper presentation. 
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 Senior Project –  Research Paper 

 Argumenta�ve Problem- Solu�on: 
 A problem-solu�on essay is a type of argument. "This sort of essay involves argumenta�on in that the writer seeks to 
 convince the reader to take a par�cular course of ac�on. In explaining the problem, it may also need to persuade the 
 reader concerning specific causes" (Dave Kemper et al., Fusion: Integrated Reading and Wri�ng, 2016). 
 In order to create a great problem-solu�on essay you need to come up with an argument for your solu�on to a chosen 
 problem, or to emphasize a strong case that explains why that problem has to be solved urgently 
 (  h�ps://pro-papers.com/problem-solu�on-essay-wri�ng  ). 

 Introduc�on -  It is strongly encouraged that students choose a topic connected to a career. 
 1.  Iden�fy the topic – provide general informa�on about the main idea, explaining the situa�on so the reader can 

 make sense of the topic and the claims you make and support. 

 2.  State why the main idea is important – tell the reader why s/he should care and keep reading. Your goal is to 
 create a compelling, clear, and convincing essay people will want to read and act upon. 

 3.  State your thesis– compose a sentence or two sta�ng the posi�on you will support (your a�tude) with (sound 
 reasoning: induc�on, deduc�on), (balanced emo�onal appeal), and (credible resources) – this touches upon the 
 main ideas you will use in your paper. 

 Body Paragraphs: Moving from General to Specific Informa�on 
 Your paper should be organized in a manner that moves from general to specific informa�on. Every �me you begin a new 
 subject, think of an inverted pyramid - the broadest range of informa�on sits at the top, and as the paragraph or paper 
 progresses, the author becomes more and more focused on the argument ending with specific, detailed evidence 
 suppor�ng a claim. Lastly, the author explains how and why the informa�on she has just provided connects to and 
 supports her thesis (a brief wrap up). 

 Rebu�al Sec�ons:  In order to present a fair and  convincing message, you may need to an�cipate, research, and outline 
 some of the common posi�ons (arguments) that dispute your thesis. If the situa�on (purpose) calls for you to do this, 
 you will present and then refute these other posi�ons in the rebu�al sec�on of your essay. 

 Organizing your rebu�al sec�on -  When you rebut  or refute an opposing posi�on, use the following three-part 
 organiza�on: 

 1.  The opponent’s argument  – At the beginning of your  paragraph, you need to state, accurately and fairly, the 
 main points of the argument you will refute. 

 2.  Your posi�on  – Next, make clear the nature of your  disagreement with the argument or posi�on you are 
 refu�ng. Your posi�on might assert, for example, that a writer has not proved his asser�on because he has 
 provided evidence that is outdated, or that the argument is filled with fallacies. 

 3.  Your refuta�on  – The specifics of your counterargument  will depend upon the nature of your disagreement. If 
 you challenge the writer’s evidence, then you must present the more recent evidence. If you challenge 
 assump�ons, then you must explain why they do not hold up. If your posi�on is that the piece is filled with 
 fallacies, then you must present and explain each fallacy. 

 4.  Conclusion:  Conclusions wrap up what you have been  discussing in your paper. A�er moving from general to 
 specific informa�on in the introduc�on and body paragraphs, your conclusion should begin pulling back into 
 more general informa�on that restates the main points of your argument. Conclusions may also call for ac�on or 
 overview future possible research. 

https://pro-papers.com/problem-solution-essay-writing


 Lakeland School District - Senior Project 

 General Rules for the Research Paper 

 1.  Paper  – White, 8.5”X 11” paper, one-sided 

 2.  Length  – English IV -  5-8 pages 

 3.  Type  – Times New Roman, size 12 font, black ink 

 4.  Margins  – One inch on le�, right, top, and bo�om. 

 5.  Stapling  – Upper le� corner of paper. 

 6.  Double Spacing  – Body should be double spaced unless  you are typing one of the following: 

 a.  Lists  – Each list should be indented and single-spaced.  If there is more than one list, double-space 

 between the lists. 

 b.  Long quota�ons  – Quotes that are forty words or longer  should be single-spaced and indented one inch 

 from the right and le� margin. 

 7.  MLA forma�ng  required – heading, page #’s, in-text  cita�ons, works cited page 

 8.  Point-of-View  –Except in rare cases, research papers  are wri�en in third person. 
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 Senior Project – The Digital Portfolio 

 ●  The portfolio will be a digital portfolio developed in Google Sites. 
 ●  The templates will be provided for by Dane James ( technology tech ) in class. 
 ●  The Template will have links to: 

 Your Core Values Paper with one image to represent each value. 
 Research Paper with a 1-2 paragraph explanation of why you chose this topic. 
 Research presentation on your paper topic linked to the Google Sites. 

 The Portfolio will be due by the end of the first semester. 

 Off campus seniors or any senior who does not have an English class through Timberlake is 
 required to complete a digital portfolio. 

 A score of 70% or better is required in order to pass this component of the senior project. 



 CORE VALUE STATEMENT 

 Core values are traits or qualities that you consider not just worthwhile; they represent an 
 individual’s fundamental driving force.  Core values are deeply held convictions and priorities 
 that influence your attitudes and behaviors. 

 You will need to write a 300-800 word essay focusing on three personal core values that are 
 important to you. 

 Seniors will complete the essay in their Senior English class. 
 Off campus seniors and seniors who take English online are responsible for writing their essay 
 on their own time. 

 Examples of core values 

 Compassion 
 Dependability 
 Honesty 
 Kindness 
 Loyalty 
 Self-respect 
 Faith 
 Cheerfulness 
 Charity 
 Encouragement 
 Confidence 
 Empathy 
 Trust 
 Leadership 
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 Senior Project Problem Solu�on Presenta�on  Requirements 

 What you will be doing  : 

 Students will be completing a presentation over the topic they chose to write their Problem/Solution Research 
 paper on. This formal presentation will explain what the problem they found is and the three solutions to that 
 problem. 

 Requirements: 
 ●  Slides must cover the following with verbal citations for research: 

 ○  Introduction to your problem 
 ○  A background over the problem 

 ■  What is the problem 
 ■  What are the negative impacts of the problem 
 ■  Who/what is responsible for the problem 
 ■  Who/what is affected by this problem 
 ■  Why this problem matters to the audience 

 ○  What is the BEST solution 
 ■  What is the solution 
 ■  What examples show your solution is possible 
 ■  How would this situation work 
 ■  How do we make this solution happen 

 ○  Weaknesses of the BEST solution 
 ■  Why would this solution possibly not work 
 ■  REFUTE those weaknesses 

 ○  Alternative solution 1 
 ■  Discuss the background of the solution 
 ■  How it was tried 
 ■  How was it successful or not 
 ■  Weaknesses /why it is not the BEST 

 ○  Alternative solution 2 
 ■  Discuss the background of the solution 
 ■  How it was tried 
 ■  How was it successful or not 
 ■  Weaknesses /why it is not the BEST 

 ○  Reaffirm 
 ■  Re Explain why the BEST solution is the strongest and why is it better than the other two 

 ○  Conclusion 



 ●  Time Requirement 

 ○  1-2 minutes going over Portfolio 
 Introduce your name, your three core values, why you chose your research topic 

 6-8 minutes presenting on your chosen topic 

 ●  Minimum of 8 slides for the presentation 

 ●  Verbal citations are required for research- at least 5 must be verbalized 

 ●  Information must be organized and presented in a correct order 

 ●  Must provide a citation slide 

 ●  Formal Dress on presentation day 

 ●  Students must answer at least 3 questions from audience after the presentation 

 ●  Slides must be clean, clear, and visually appealing. 

 ●  Slides must have at least 1 image related to the topic on them 

 Presentation Rubric 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VSPc0V0ioc4WyZEDdx-bXyhgjZe1NmUVKMR1P_kZoi8/edit?ts=5f5009c3


 Presentation Dress Requirements 

 This  is  a  professional  interview  presentation.  This  means  that  we  expect  our  seniors  to 
 dress  in  a  professional  manner.  Dress  as  if  you  are  being  interviewed  for  a  job  that 
 requires  you  to  dress  professionally.  Facial  piercings  and  unnatural  colored  hair  (  blue, 
 green,  purple  etc.)  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  judges.  Some  may  find  it  more  offensive 
 than others. 

 LADIES 

 Dress  or  skirt,  or  nice  slacks  and  sleeved  top.  Dress  or  skirt  should  be  appropriate  length. 
 Girls  should  follow  the  school  dress  code  for  appropriate  length.  Tops  should  cover  the 
 midriff  with  no  part  of  the  belly  showing  at  all.  If  wearing  a  sleeveless  dress  or  blouse,  a 
 cardigan or shrug should be worn. 

 No jeans or tennis shoes. 

 Makeup and hair style should be conservative. 

 GENTS 

 No  jeans  or  tennis  shoes.  Boys  should  wear  nice  pants  with  a  collared  shirt  tucked  in  with 
 a belt.  Hair should be cleaned and combed. 


