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Welcome to Midlothian ISD to Middle Schools

Welcome to Midlothian ISD Middle Schools where we proudly serve students with a variety

of educational opportunities from challenging academic coursework to engaging

extracurricular activities. Middle school is an exciting time in a student’s educational life and

we are dedicated to meet the needs of all students as they launch into secondary

education. This guide provides an overview of course requirements in middle school as well

as elective options as students explore their interests and passions. Our goal is to provide a

well-rounded experience that prepares students for high school and life beyond.

Midlothian ISD: Our Vision, Mission and Beliefs

Vision Statement

Inspiring excellence today to change the world tomorrow.

Mission Statement

The mission of Midlothian ISD is to educate students

by empowering them to maximize their potential.

Belief Statements

We believe that safe, engaging, rigorous, and diverse learning environments provide

the best opportunity for students to reach their fullest potential.

We believe a high quality staff with appropriate resources is essential to creating

educational experiences that promote student success.

We believe that effective communication, purposeful collaboration, and strong

partnerships create an atmosphere of trust and a strong sense of community vital to

student achievement.
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Cultural Tenets

We Are Family ~ Unlimited Potential ~ Excellence Through Purpose

Honor Relationships ~ Celebrate the Power of Diversity ~ Midlothian Strong

Visionary Leader Profile

Serves First ~ Fosters Innovation ~ Communicates Effectively

Exhibits Integrity ~ Empowers Others

Learner Profile

Servant Leader ~ Digital Citizen ~ Cultural Leader ~ Innovative Designer ~ Knowledge

Constructor ~ Critical Thinker ~ Creative Communicator ~ Global Collaborator ~ Peer

Supporter ~Empowered Learner ~ Reflective Self-Evaluator ~ Purposeful Explorer

Midlothian ISD Leadership

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Gary Vineyard President                   
Andrea Walton Vice President             
Matt Sanders Secretary               
Richard Pena Trustee
Tami Tobey Trustee
Bobby Soto Trustee
Eduardo Gonzalez Trustee    
                                                                                           
CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION

Dr. JoAnn Fey Superintendent
Darin Kasper Deputy Superintendent
KayLynn Day Assist. Superintendent of HR & Student Services
Jim Norris Assist. Superintendent for Finance and Operations
Shelle Blaylock Assist. Superintendent for Curriculum 
Leslie Garakani Chief Technology Officer

DEPARTMENT OF LEARNING

Becki Krsnak Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction
Melissa Wolfe Executive Director of Specialized Learning
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Shannon Thompson Director of Special Education
Nikki Nix Director of Career and Technical Education
Becky Wiginton Director of College/Career Readiness and Guidance 
Chalisa Fain Director of Student Support and Federal Programs
Tanesha Yusuf Coordinator of English Language Arts/LMS
Shelly Hubbard Coordinator of Math and Science

  
CAMPUS LEADERSHIP

Amanda Rodgers, Principal Dieterich Middle School
Kris Vernon, Principal Frank Seale Middle School
Carly Woolery, Principal Walnut Grove Middle School

ASSURANCES OF NONDISCRIMINATION

It is the policy of the Midlothian Independent School district to comply fully with the

nondiscrimination provisions of all federal and state laws and regulations by assuring that no

persons shall be excluded from consideration for recruitment, selection, appointment,

training, promotion, retention, or any other personal action, or be denied any benefits of

participation in any programs on the grounds of race, religion, color, national origin, sex,

handicapped disadvantages, limited English proficient, age or veteran status (except where

age, sex, or handicap constitute a bona fide occupational qualification necessary to proper

and efficient administration).

Using the Academic Planning Guide

The Middle School Academic Planning Guide provides course information for required

courses and electives. Courses have been organized by grade level. Elective course

selections are not guaranteed, as each course offered is dependent upon meeting the

required number of students per section and/or the master schedule for that school year.

Each course description provides the course title and subject area, grade level taught, any

prerequisites for the course, the course number and state code, and a brief summary of the

course. If you have questions about the abbreviations or terms included for each course,

please refer to the information below.
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EXPLANATION OF ABBREVIATIONS/TERMS

ELAR: English Language Arts Reading

MS: Middle School

HS: High School, as referred to for high school credit course

PREREQUISITE: Requirement needed prior to taking the course

LENGTH: YR (year long course), SM (semester course)

COURSE: Number used to identify the course for scheduling

PEIMS: State code used to identify the course

HONORS: Advanced level course

Course Requirements for Middle School

6th GRADE

Students will enroll in one course in each of the following content areas:

English Language Arts Reading (ELAR)

Math

World Cultures: Social Studies

Science

Technology Applications/Leadership

Physical Education or Pre-Athletics

Students will select one fine art course to fill the remainder of the school day. Note: In place

of an elective, students may be enrolled in an intervention class based on academic need.

7th GRADE

Students will enroll in one course in each of the following content areas:

English Language Arts Reading (ELAR)

Math

Texas History: Social Studies

Science

Physical Education or Athletics
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Students will select elective courses to fill the remainder of the school day. Note: In place of

an elective, students may be enrolled in an intervention class based on academic need.

8th GRADE

Students will enroll in one course in each of the following content areas:

English Language Arts Reading (ELAR)

Math

US History: Social Studies

Science

Students will select elective courses to fill the remainder of the school day. Note: In place of

an elective, students may be enrolled in an intervention class based on academic need.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

Students in grades 6–8 must participate in moderate or vigorous daily physical activity for at

least 30 minutes for at least four semesters during those grade levels as part of the district's

physical education curriculum. Students may enroll in physical education courses or

physical education substitution courses such as pre-athletics, athletics, dance or an

appropriate private or commercially sponsored physical activity programs conducted off

campus to satisfy this requirement.

For off-campus PE substitutions, students must submit an application for approval prior to

the start of the semester in which the student wishes to participate. Specific criteria related

to administrative approval, grade reporting requirements, transportation, awarding credit,

and other important information is contained in the application, Applications can be

requested from the campus counselor. The following program requirements must be met.

1. Off-Campus physical activity programs will be approved on an individual basis for

those students who are recommended by qualified instructors.

2. Only students in grades six (6) through twelve (12) will be eligible for consideration for

the program.

The district will offer two categories of participation:

1. Level 1: (Olympic-level participation and/or competition) These programs involve a

minimum of fifteen (15) hours per week of highly intense, professionally supervised

training. Students qualifying at this level may be dismissed from one hour per day for
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such participation. Students dismissed may not miss any class other than physical

education.

2. Level 2: (Private/Commercial Level) These programs are to be of high quality,

well-supervised by (Superintendent certified) appropriately trained instructors, and

will consist of a minimum of five (5) hours per week. Students certified to participate

at this level may not be dismissed from any part of the regular school day.

The student must participate a minimum of 100 minutes during the five (5) day-week

(Monday through Friday); plus, an additional day that may fall on either the weekend or

during the week. All such participation must be under the direct supervision of the instructor.

Grading Guidelines

These guidelines reflect EIA (Local) Policy. EIC (Local) explains that the Superintendent or

designee shall ensure that each campus or instructional level develops guidelines for

teachers to follow in determining grades for students. These guidelines shall ensure that

grading reflects a student’s relative mastery of skills and that a sufficient number of grades

are taken to support the grade average assigned.

Academic Weighting of Average 50% Major
50% Minor

Honors/Advanced  Weighting of Average 60% Major
40% Minor

High School
Courses Taken

in Middle School

50% Major
50% Minor

Grades earned in middle school are not applied toward an overall grade point average as

they are for high school credit courses. Additionally, Honors courses in middle school do not

have weighted points added. However, grades earned will be used to determine eligibility

for UIL participation and National Junior Honors Society. Please see the section labeled

“High School Courses in Middle School” for further information regarding grade point

averages for high school credit courses taken in middle school.
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Advanced Academics and Advanced Courses

Midlothian ISD offers many advanced courses to middle school students. Participation in

advanced academic coursework sets a foundation for college and career readiness.

Advanced courses are intended to develop students’ literacy depth and complexity, critical

thinking and problem-solving skills, and analysis of content so they have the tools to apply

skills in real world settings. These courses are designed to challenge students through

rigorous instruction and complex learning tasks in order to prepare them for success in

future advanced classes in high school, such as Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Credit.

Taking advanced level courses in middle school is not a requirement for enrollment in

advanced level courses in high school.

HONORS COURSES

Advanced level courses in middle school are labeled as “honors” courses for ELAR, Science,

and Social Studies. Honors level courses are taught at a different level of difficulty compared

to the on level course. Honors course selections are not “all or nothing.” Students may take

from one to all of their core classes as Honors. Students in Honors courses will be

challenged in a variety of ways which may include:

● introduction to the content at a faster pace,

● depth and complexity in which the content is taught,

● inquiry based learning, and

● critical thinking and analysis to solve problems

Any student may enroll in a course designated as “Honors”. To determine if taking Honors

courses is appropriate for your student, input from a previous teacher of that subject area or

counselor is recommended. Below are traits and skills often seen from a student who is

prepared for Honors courses;

The student:

● Expresses an interested in the subject

● Works to develop and maintain good study skills and habits

● Manages time effectively and plans ahead in preparation for assignments

● Participates in class and asks for assistance when needed

● Is able to manage time commitments and balances academic load with outside

commitments
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● Perseveres when faced with challenging material

Honors courses are offered in ELAR in the 6th grade and in ELAR, Science and Social

Studies in the 7th and 8th grades. For advanced level courses in Mathematics, see the

Advanced Math section below for more detailed information.

This chart below summarizes advanced academic course offerings for middle school

students in Midlothian ISD and how those align with high school. Advanced middle school

courses lay the foundation for a variety of advanced level high school courses. The courses

listed in 9th grade reflect sample advanced level courses a student could choose to take.

Students are individually advised by a high school counselor prior to entering the 9th grade.

At this advisement session, students plan a Personal Graduate Plan (PGP) that essentially

maps out a 4-year sequence of courses. PGPs are personalized and while they are intended

to help students prepare for courses that will help them with post secondary planning, a

PGP is a flexible document that can be adjusted as the student progresses through

coursework.

SAMPLE OF ADVANCED LEVEL COURSE SEQUENCE

* Prerequisite Required

6th GRADE 7th GRADE 8th GRADE 9th GRADE

ELAR 6 HONORS → ELAR 7 HONORS → ELAR 8 HONORS → PRE-AP ENGLISH I

MATH 6
ADVANCED →

MATH 7
ADVANCED * →

ALGEBRA I * → PRE-AP GEOMETRY *

SCIENCE 7 HONORS → SCIENCE 8 HONORS → PRE-AP BIOLOGY

SOCIAL STUDIES 7
HONORS                     →

SOCIAL STUDIES 8
HONORS                     →

AP HUMAN
GEOGRAPHY

OR
HONORS WORLD

GEOGRAPHY

HS SPANISH I  → HS SPANISH II → HONORS SPANISH III *
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GIFTED AND TALENTED

Students identified as Gifted and Talented are served in both on level and advanced level

courses through differentiated instruction. It is highly encouraged for Gifted and Talented

students to enroll in advanced level Honors courses. Since Honors courses emphasize more

depth and complexity, creative problem solving, and critical thinking, it is an optimal learning

environment that fosters leadership and maximizes opportunities for independent thinking.

In addition to Honors courses, students also have multiple opportunities to earn high school

credit while enrolled in middle school. You can find more information about these courses in

the section labeled; High School Credit Courses in Middle School.

ADVANCED MATH

Students have the opportunity to accelerate in the subject area of mathematics. Beginning

in 6th grade, students may take 6th Advanced Math. Taking Advanced Math in the 6th grade

allows students to take Advanced Math in the 7th grade followed by Algebra I in the 8th

grade. The student’s performance each year in an Advanced Math class will affect that

student’s success the following year. Acceleration in mathematics in middle school allows

students to take advanced level math courses in high school, including the option for a 5th

math course their senior year. Finally, accelerating in math prepares students for post

secondary coursework when they enter higher education.

In 6th and 7th grades, students will have the expectation of working at a faster pace through

the curriculum. In 6th grade Advanced Math, students are taught all of 6th grade math TEKS

and half of 7th grade math TEKS. In 7th grade Advanced Math, students are taught the

remainder of 7th grade TEKS and all of 8th grade TEKS. 7th Advanced Math students will

take the 8th grade STAAR Mathematics test. In 8th grade, students will take High School

Algebra I and will take the STAAR End of Course (EOC) Exam for Algebra I. Algebra I is a High

School credit course and the EOC is a requirement for high school graduation. Students who

do not meet a grade of 70 or higher in both semesters of HS Algebra I will not receive credit

for the course. Additionally, attendance requirements for credit apply to HS Algebra I. Please

see the section High School Credit Courses in Middle School for more information.

To determine if your student is a candidate for math acceleration, seek input from your

student's 5th grade math teacher and/or campus counselor. There are several factors to
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consider when making this decision such as the student’s historical test scores and overall

achievement in mathematics, the student's ability to problem solve above the grade level

content, and his or her ability to acquire new skills at an increased pace. See sample

accelerated course sequence below.

SAMPLE OF ACCELERATED MATH COURSE SEQUENCE

ALGEBRA I
↓

PRE-AP GEOMETRY
↓

HONORS ALGEBRA II
↓

HONORS PRE-CALCULUS
↙           ↓           ↘

COLLEGE ALGEBRA AP CALCULUS AP STATISTICS

High School Credit Courses in Middle School

At MISD we offer several courses in the 8th grade that are high school credit courses. High

school credit courses enhance student confidence during their time in middle school and

set them up for success in high school. Completed high school credit courses in middle

school increase student opportunity to enroll in high-interest or advanced courses

throughout high school. Careful consideration for enrollment in high school courses in

middle school is highly encouraged.  Students receive state credit from high school courses

and credit awarded is dependent upon grades earned and attendance. Credits apply to the

students personal graduation plan, which is generally 26 credits. All grades earned and

credits from high school courses are reflected on the student’s Academic Achievement
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Record or transcript. Continue reading the next few sections to learn more about high school

credit courses and specific requirements related.

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

The Minimum Attendance for Class Credit Law (section 25.092) states, "A student may not be

given credit for a class unless the student is in attendance for at least 90% of the days the

class is offered." A student who is in attendance for at least 75 percent but less than 90

percent of the days a class is offered may be given credit or a final grade for the class if the

student completes a plan approved by the school's principal that provides for the student to

meet the instructional requirements of the class.

GRADING GUIDELINES FOR HIGH SCHOOL COURSES

These guidelines reflect EIA (Local) Policy. EIC (Local) explains that the Superintendent or

designee shall ensure that each campus or instructional level develops guidelines for

teachers to follow in determining grades for students. These guidelines shall ensure that

grading reflects a student’s relative mastery of skills and that a sufficient number of grades

are taken to support the grade average assigned. Dual Credit courses in high school will

follow Navarro College's grading guidelines.

Academic Weighting of Average 50% Major
50% Minor

HIGH SCHOOL GRADE POINT AVERAGE AND TRANSCRIPTS

The High School Grade Point Average (GPA) is a summary of a student’s grades across all

high school credit courses. All state high school credit courses are included in the student's

overall 4-point GPA calculation, whether they earn a passing or failing grade. However, there

are certain courses that are calculated in weighted GPA calculation for class rank purposes.

To view the full policy regarding courses included in weighted GPA calculation for class

rank, visit the MISD website board policy online and search EIC (Local). Information can also

be found in the MISD High School Academic Planning Guide. All courses taken for high

school credit will be reflected on the student’s Academic Achievement Record (transcript)

with a code that indicates it was taken in middle school.  Listed below are the courses

offered in the 8th grade that are high school credit courses*

HS Digital Media Prod 8 ** HS Algebra I
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HS mcINC 8 Digital Comm HS Spanish I

HS Robotics I - 8 HS PE Sub Athletics 1

HS Graphic Design 8 Digital Communication HS Cheerleading

HS PE Lifetime Fitness and Wellness

HS Dance PE Sub
* All courses in the table above are included in the student’s overall 4-point GPA calculation.

** HS Algebra is included in weighted GPA calculation for class rank.

ALGEBRA I STAAR END OF COURSE (EOC) EXAM

Students taking Algebra I will be administered the STAAR End-of-Course (EOC) Algebra I

exam in the spring semester. This test is a rigorous and timed assessment. Successful

performance on the Algebra I EOC is a requirement for high school graduation. If a student

fails to meet the EOC passing standard, the student will receive accelerated instruction and

retake the EOC the following year at each opportunity to retest until the state passing

standard is met. The Algebra I EOC score is not calculated into a student’s semester grade or

GPA.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION OPTIONS FOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT

As part of graduation requirements, students must receive one full credit in physical

education. In middle school, there are options for students to earn high school credit for

physical education. Physical education options include physical education courses, physical

education substitutions, or district approved off campus programs.

Assessments

STAAR (STATE ASSESSMENTS OF ACADEMIC READINESS)

State testing consists of assessments in the academic core areas: Mathematics, Science,

Social Studies, and Reading Language Arts. To find out more information on STAAR and

resources related, please visit the Texas Education Agency’s website STAAR Resources.

6th Grade STAAR Requirements

Math

Reading Language Arts
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7th Grade STAAR Requirements

Math

Reading Language Arts

8th Grade STAAR Requirements

Math or *Algebra I EOC

Reading Language Arts

Science

Social Studies

* Algebra 1 EOC - Students enrolled in High School Algebra I must meet standard on the

End of Course (EOC) exam, which is also a required element for high school graduation.

PSAT 8/9 (PRELIMINARY SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST)

The PSAT 8/9 is a three-hour examination similar to the SAT. It is given to all 8th graders in

January. Advantages of taking this test are familiarity with the format of the SAT and

performance reports that will help inform future test preparation. To learn more about the

PSAT 8/9 and college readiness, visit College Board’s PSAT 8/9 resource page at PSAT 8/9.

MAP Growth Universal Screener

MISD’s primary purpose for assessing with Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) Growth is

to determine each student’s instructional level, identifying each student’s strengths and

challenges, as well as to provide a measurement tool to track student’s growth. As a

universal screening tool, it will assist in identifying students who are at risk of not meeting

grade level standards, as well as those that are beyond grade level standards. This

assessment will not determine mastery of all skills instructed for a particular grade level.

MAP Growth is a computer-adaptive test that uses a “RIT” scale to accurately measure what

students know, regardless of their grade level, as well as identifying what they are ready to

learn next. It creates a personalized assessment experience that accurately measures

performance and growth through the school year and over multiple years. The MAP Growth

assessment will be given three times per year: beginning of the year, middle of the year and

end of the year.

TSIA (TEXAS SUCCESS ASSESSMENT INITIATIVE)
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The TSIA is part of the Texas Success Initiative program designed to help colleges or

universities determine if a student is ready for college-level coursework in the areas of

reading, writing, and mathematics. Students wishing to take dual credit courses beginning in

the 9th grade will need to successfully meet the score requirements for dual credit

enrollment. To learn more about TSIA, visit the Texas Higher Coordinating Board website.

6th Grade Required Courses

Students must enroll in one course in each of the following content areas: ELAR (English Language
Arts), Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Physical Education and Fine Arts.

CORE CONTENT

ELAR 6
Course: MS1000 | PEIMS: 03200510
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The course will focus on academic expression, authentic reading, and reflective writing as students
develop the knowledge and skills with increasing complexity. Students will explore the
interconnected nature of English Language Arts through the strands of foundational language;
comprehension; response; multiple genres; author’s purpose and craft; composition; and inquiry and
research.

ELAR 6 HONORS
Course: MS1001 | PEIMS: 03200510
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The course will focus on academic expression, authentic reading, and reflective writing as students
develop the knowledge and skills with increasing complexity. Through rigorous instruction and
engaging learning opportunities, students will focus on those skills that are most essential to their
future academic coursework, including close reading, research, analytical writing, and language skills.
This course will prepare students for the rigor of future Advanced Placement and Dual Credit.

MATH 6
Course: MS1050 | PEIMS: 02820000
Prerequisite: None
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Length: YR

Sixth grade math involves number and operations, proportionality, expressions, equations, algebraic
relationships, and measurement and data. The students use rational numbers, proportional
relationships, algebraic relationships, expressions, equations, inequalities, geometry, and coordinate
geometry to represent and solve problems.

MATH 6 ADVANCED
Course: MS1051 | PEIMS: 02820000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Advanced Mathematics is for students who are highly motivated and interested in math. The pacing
and level of instruction will be advanced and accelerated in order for students to develop logical,
creative, and independent thinking and problem solving skills. Students will learn 6th grade Math
TEKS and half of 7th grade Math TEKS. This course will prepare students for the rigor of future
Advanced Placement, and Dual Credit courses. Topics include number and operations,
proportionality, expressions, equations, algebraic relationships, and measurement and data.

SCIENCE 6
Course: MS1070 | PEIMS: 02830000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Sixth grade science focuses on providing students foundational instruction in life, Earth, and physical
science topics that will prepare them for future science courses. Students will learn about cells, the
classification of organisms, physical properties of materials, the study of elements and energy
conversions. The layers of the Earth will be explored along with investigating various components of
the universe and methods of space exploration. These concepts will be explored through hands-on
experiences and experiments through labs.

SOCIAL STUDIES 6
Course: MS1100 | PEIMS: 02870000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The World Cultures and Geography course provides opportunities for students to study people,
places, and societies of the contemporary world. Students will gain a deeper understanding of the
many regions around the world and compare institutions common to all societies such as
government, education, and religious institutions. The concepts of limited and unlimited government
are introduced, and students describe the nature of citizenship in various societies.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PE 6
Course: MS1305 | PEIMS: 02850000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR
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This course is a basic physical education class in which students acquire the knowledge and skills for
movement that provide the foundation for enjoyment, continued social development through
physical activity, and access to a physically-active lifestyle. Students will participate in fitness training,
physical games and sports, and will learn coordination and overall physical health and well being.
Students must dress out in appropriate athletic attire each day.

PE 6 BOYS PRE ATHLETICS
Course: MS1306 | PEIMS: 02850000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

This course is designed as a prep course for students who plan on participating in athletics in the
seventh grade. Skill development for team sports is the primary focus, including a focus on football
and basketball. Terminology and systems of play relative to the middle school/high school feeder
pattern will also be introduced. Additional practice outside of the school day is not required. Students
must dress out in appropriate athletic attire each day.

PE 6 GIRLS PRE ATHLETICS
Course: MS1307 | PEIMS: 02850000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

This course is designed as a prep course for students who plan on participating in athletics in the
seventh grade. Skill development for team sports is the primary focus including a focus on volleyball
and basketball. Terminology and systems of play relative to the middle school/high school feeder
pattern will also be introduced. Additional practice outside of the school day is not required. Students
must dress out in appropriate athletic attire each day.

DANCE PE 6
Course: MS1300 | PEIMS: 02850000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

In this course, students develop movement principles and technical skills and explore choreographic
and performance qualities. Students develop self-discipline and healthy bodies that move
expressively, efficiently, and safely through space and time with a sensitive kinesthetic awareness.  *
*Fees and required attire associated

6th Grade Elective Courses

**Students must select Fine Arts courses that total one full year**
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BAND MS 1
Course: MS1203 | PEIMS: 03154130
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

MS Band 1 is a full year class offering instruction on woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments
with a focus on the skills necessary for long-term student success. MS Band 1 is designed to be the
introductory course to a 3-year course sequence. No music or instrument experience is needed to be
a part of this class. Instruction will cover the fundamentals of proper posture and playing position,
development of characteristic tone quality and training in music literacy. It is highly recommended
that students wishing to be in band during middle school enroll in this course during their 6th grade
year. These groups will perform in the Fall, Winter, and Spring Band Concerts, as well as participate in
Band Competitions and Solo Contest.

CHOIR MS 1
Course: MS1206 | PEIMS: 03154131
Prerequisite: Auditions may be required
Length: YR

Students in beginning choir will be introduced to proper singing techniques, basic music theory, sight
reading, and performance skills. No music or instrument experience is required. MS Choir 1 is
designed to be the introductory course to a 3-year course sequence. It is highly recommended that
students wishing to be in choir during middle school enroll in this course during their 6th grade year.

DANCE 6
Course: MS1209 | PEIMS: 82400DAN
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

In this course, students develop movement principles and technical skills and explore choreographic
and performance qualities. Students develop self-discipline and healthy bodies that move
expressively, efficiently, and safely through space and time with a sensitive kinesthetic awareness. The
student develops knowledge and execution of technical dance skills and a variety of dance genres
and styles through performing. *Fees and required attire associated
*ONLY WGMS, DMS

THEATER ARTS MS 1
Course: MS1212 | PEIMS: 03154140
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This introductory course will allow learners to develop a perception of self, human relationships, and
the world using elements of drama and conventions of theatre. Through the creative expression
strand, students communicate in a dramatic form, engage in artistic thinking, build positive
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self-concepts, relate interpersonally, and integrate knowledge with other content areas in a relevant
manner and develop the ability to appreciate and evaluate live theatre.

ART MS 1
Course: MS1200 | PEIMS: 03154110
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This semester-long course is a learner-centered art course.  Students will create art and explore
materials, techniques, artists, and art historical periods and styles that will boost critical thinking
habits, improve collaborative participation, grow creativity, and develop communication skills.
Students will explore the art world through the Studio Habits of Mind and in the setting of Teaching
Artistic Behavior. Additional art supplies may be needed.

GENERAL MUSIC 6
Course: MS1218 | PEIMS: 02890000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The fine arts course incorporates the study of general music literacy.  Students develop
awareness or music in four basic strands: music literacy; creative expression; historical and
cultural relevance; and critical evaluation and response. Through creative expression,
students apply their music literacy and the critical-thinking skills of music to sing, play, read,
write, and/or move. By experiencing musical periods and styles, students will understand
the relevance of music to history, culture, and the world, including the relationship of music
to other academic disciplines and the vocational possibilities offered.

TECH APP 6
Course: MS1415 | PEIMS: 2670060
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

In this course, students will learn digital citizenship, basics of graphic design, website creation, basics
of typing, understanding of multiple web applications, and online collaboration.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 6
Course: MS1511 | PEIMS: 82900SL6
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM
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Student Leadership is a course for students who seek opportunities to expand and deepen their
group and individual leadership skills to positively impact their own lives and community. Building on
collaborative skills and habits of mind, students gain knowledge and expertise in leadership skills.
Students solve relevant and current school and community issues by working collaboratively and
independently on high-level, real-world tasks such as project proposals, portfolios, and presentations.

YEARBOOK 6
Course: MS1505 | PEIMS: 82900YBK
Prerequisite: Application and Selection process
Length: YR

This class produces lasting memories in the form of the school's yearbook. Students will learn to take
quality pictures to design, organize the pages, and collaborate with others. Students must be
self-disciplined, responsible and must be able to meet deadlines.
*ONLY WGMS

7th Grade Required Courses

Students must enroll in one course in each of the following content areas: ELAR (English Language
Arts), Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies and Physical Education.

CORE CONTENT

ELAR 7
Course: MS1002 | PEIMS: 03200520
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Students will read, write, listen, speak, and think through an English Language Arts class. Students
will explore the interconnected nature of English Language Arts through the strands of foundational
language; comprehension; response; multiple genres; author’s purpose and craft; composition; and
inquiry and research. The course will focus on academic expression, authentic reading, and reflective
writing as students develop the knowledge and skills with increasing complexity.

ELAR 7 HONORS
Course: MS1003 | PEIMS: 03200520
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The course will focus on authentic reading and reflective writing as students develop the knowledge
and skills with increasing complexity. Students will explore the interconnected nature of English
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Language Arts through the strands of foundational language; comprehension; response; multiple
genres; author’s purpose and craft; composition; and inquiry and research. Through rigorous
instruction and engaging learning opportunities, students will focus on those skills that are most
essential to their future academic coursework, including close reading, analytical writing, and
language skills. This course will prepare students for the rigor of future Advanced Placement and
Dual Credit.

MATH 7
Course: MS1052 | PEIMS: 03103000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Seventh grade math involves addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of whole numbers,
fractions, and decimals as well as percent and geometry for everyday use. The course also includes
work on exponents, place value, integers, sets, number theory, prime numbers, graphing,
measurement and problem solving.

MATH 7 ADVANCED
Course: MS1053 | PEIMS: 03103000
Prerequisite: Math 6 Advanced
Length: YR

Advanced Mathematics is for students who are highly motivated and interested in math. The pacing
and level of instruction will be advanced and accelerated in order for students to develop logical,
creative, and independent thinking and problem solving skills. Students will learn half of 7th grade
Math TEKS and all of 8th grade Math TEKS. Students will take the 8th grade Math STAAR Assessment.
This course will prepare students for Algebra I.

SCIENCE 7
Course: MS1071 | PEIMS: 03060700
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Seventh grade science focuses on living systems and how they interact with the non-living factors in
the environment. Students will learn organic compounds and how they are recycled due to chemical
changes in living systems. Force, motion, and energy are observed in living systems and the
environment in several ways such as, interactions between muscular and skeletal systems, the
direction and growth of seedlings, turgor pressure, and geotropism. Students will investigate earth
and space phenomena observed in a variety of settings. These concepts will be explored through
hands-on experiences and experiments through labs.

SCIENCE 7 HONORS
Course: MS1072 | PEIMS: 03060700
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR
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Honors Science is for students who are highly motivated and interested in science. The class covers
the same objectives as seventh grade science in more depth and complexity. Students will be
expected to complete more self-directed independent projects than in a regular seventh grade
science class. This course will prepare students for the rigor of future Advanced Placement and Dual
Credit courses.

SOCIAL STUDIES 7
Course: MS1101 | PEIMS: 03343000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The design of this class provides opportunities for students to study the heritage and legacy of Texas
from early days to present. Major events, people, issues, and conflicts provide a framework for
analyzing the development of Texas culture. This course design explores two fundamental
understandings of Texas history: scientific discoveries and how technological innovations have had an
important impact on the political, economic, and social development of Texas; and the economy of
Texas is interdependent with that of the United States and that of other nations of the world.

SOCIAL STUDIES 7 HONORS
Course: MS1102 | PEIMS: 03343000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Honors Social Studies is designed for students who are highly motivated and interested in social
studies. Students will engage in active, high-level learning to develop skills and concepts needed to
succeed at more rigorous academic levels of study in Texas history and geography. The basic content
is the same as that of the regular course, but this course provides the student with the opportunity to
pursue topics in more detail.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PE 7 BOYS
Course: MS1311 | PEIMS: 03823000
PE 7 GIRLS
Course: MS1313 | PEIMS: 03823000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

This course is a basic physical education class in which students acquire the knowledge and skills for
movement that provide the foundation for enjoyment, continued social development through
physical activity, and access to a physically-active lifestyle. Students will participate in fitness training,
physical games and sports, and will learn coordination and overall physical health and well being.
Students must dress out in appropriate athletic attire each day.

PE 7 BOYS ATHLETICS
Course: MS1308 | PEIMS: 03823000
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Prerequisite: PE 6 Boys Pre Athletics
Length: YR

In this course student athletes compete in UIL team competitions such as Football, Basketball, Cross
Country, Track and Field, Soccer, Wrestling, and Golf. Students must have a current physical on file
each year, must try out for at least two sports, and participate in one or more sports in the fall
semester for satisfactory completion of the course. It is recommended that students try out for all
sports. Participants must pass all courses in order to be eligible to participate in competition.

PE 7 GIRLS ATHLETICS
Course: MS1310 | PEIMS: 03823000
Prerequisite: PE 6 Girls Pre Athletics
Length: YR

In this course, student athletes compete in UIL team competitions such as Volleyball, Basketball,
Cross Country, Track and Field, Soccer, Wrestling, and Golf. Students must have a current physical on
file each year, must try out for at least two sports, and participate in one or more sports in the fall
semester for satisfactory completion of the course. It is recommended that students try out for all
sports. Participants must pass all courses in order to be eligible to participate in competition.

PE 7 COED TENNIS
Course: MS1309 | PEIMS: 03823000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

In this course, students are taught the basics of tennis with conditioning exercises to prepare students
to play high school tennis for competition. Students must have a completed physical on file each year.
Tennis equipment may be required.

DANCE PE 7
Course: MS1317 | PEIMS: 03823000
Prerequisite: Tryout and Selection process
Length: YR

In this course, students develop movement principles and technical skills and explore choreographic
and performance qualities. Students develop self-discipline and healthy bodies that move
expressively, efficiently, and safely through space and time with a sensitive kinesthetic awareness.
*Fees and required attire associated.

7th Grade Elective Courses
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BAND MS 2
Course: MS1204 | PEIMS: 03154230
Prerequisite: Beginning Band and/or Audition
Length: YR

The intermediate band is primarily a performance organization for students with at least one year of
band experience. Members of this organization should have developed a moderate degree of
performance ability. The work of the first year is continued with a greater emphasis placed upon
growing musical awareness and continued development of musicianship, control, and technical
facility. Members of this class are expected to participate in all full band activities. Placement in this
band would be determined by audition.

CHOIR MS 2
Course: MS1207 | PEIMS: 03154231
Prerequisite: Auditions may be required
Length: YR

Students in choir 2 will improve upon proper singing techniques, learn intermediate music theory,
sight reading, and performance skills. Previous choir experience is preferred , but not required. MS
Choir 2 is designed to be the intermediate course to a 3-year course sequence. Students in MS Choir
2 will be required to perform publicly at least once per semester, and may be required to attend UIL
Concert & Sight-Reading Contest at director's discretion.

DANCE TEAM 7
Course: MS1211 | PEIMS: 82950DAN
Prerequisite: Tryout and Selection process
Length: YR

Students learn about the importance of being healthy and moving expressively, efficiently and safely
through kinesthetic awareness. Students develop responsibility, self-discipline and learn how to
effectively work within a team. Evaluating and analyzing dance allows students to develop artistic
creative processes through choreography projects. Students selected through the tryout process will
participate in required activities outside of school which may include summer camps, performances
at sporting events and other events such as competitions and showcases. *Fees and required attire
associated
*ONLY DMS, WGMS

THEATER ARTS MS 1
Course: MS1212 | PEIMS: 03154140
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This introductory course will allow learners to develop a perception of self, human relationships, and
the world using elements of drama and conventions of theatre. Through the creative expression
strand, students communicate in a dramatic form, engage in artistic thinking, build positive
self-concepts, relate interpersonally, and integrate knowledge with other content areas in a relevant
manner and develop the ability to appreciate and evaluate live theatre.
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THEATER ARTS MS 2
Course: MS1213 | PEIMS: 03154240
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This course is designed to develop students’ theatrical skills by teaching expression through theatre
performance. Through a variety of theatrical experiences, students communicate in a dramatic form,
make artistic choices, solve problems, build positive self-concepts, and relate interpersonally. Topics
include theatre heritage and traditions, interpreting, character development using the voice and body
expressively, technical elements of theatre, theatre design, and directing and production concepts
and skills, all designed to instill an appreciation of live theatre.

THEATRE MS2: ONE ACT PLAY I
Course: MS1418 | PEIMS: 03154240
Prerequisite: Audition and Selection process
Length: YR

An auditioned course designed for the committed theatre student interested in continuing theatre
participation at the High School level. Students will primarily participate in the UIL One Act Play
contest during the school year as well as several other major performance opportunities. Students
learn about and participate in all aspects of a full theatrical production.

THEATRE MS2: PROD DESIGN I
Course: MS1419 | PEIMS: 03154240
Prerequisite: Audition and Selection process
Length: YR

Theatre Production Design is a selective, year-long, advanced level elective for students interested in
all aspects of theatre behind the scenes. This includes props, costumes, set design, stage make-up,
lighting, sound, and non-acting careers in the theatre.

ART MS 1
Course: MS1200 | PEIMS: 03154110
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This semester-long course is a learner-centered art course.  Students will create art and explore
materials, techniques, artists, and art historical periods and styles that will boost critical thinking
habits, improve collaborative participation, grow creativity, and develop communication skills.
Students will explore the art world through the Studio Habits of Mind and in the setting of Teaching
Artistic Behavior. Additional art supplies may be needed.

ART MS 2
Course: MS1201 | PEIMS: 03154210
Prerequisite: 1 Semester of Art
Length: SM
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This semester-long course is a learner-centered art course.  Students will create art and explore
materials, techniques, artists, and art historical periods and styles that will boost critical thinking
habits, improve collaborative participation, grow creativity, and develop communication skills.
Students will explore the art world through the Studio Habits of Mind and in the setting of Teaching
Artistic Behavior. Additional art supplies may be needed.

ART MS 2: ADVANCED ART I
Course: MS1416 | PEIMS: 03154210
Prerequisite: Application and 1 semester of Art
Length: YR

This yearlong course is a learner-centered art course designed for highly motivated students who
wish to work to become confident in their ability to produce a body of professional-quality artwork.
Students are expected to develop mastery in concept, composition, and execution of ideas. Students
will develop a body of work informed by research of contemporary and master artists, media
techniques, cultural exemplars, and peer dialogue. The final portfolio reflects a breadth of
experiences in media, style, and theme. Additional art supplies may be needed.

INTRO DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION 7
Course: MS1404 | PEIMS: 82970DIG
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This class is a media and broadcasting class designed to provide students with a groundwork in
various forms of media, including writing, video production, and public speaking.  This course will
have two focuses. The first is to develop the skills necessary to run a news broadcast.  The second is
to use editing software to create creative videos with a variety of topics, including a PSA and short
film.  Students will have the opportunity to present their work to the student body.  This class is a
prerequisite for the Intro to Digital Media Production 8 class.

* This course is paired with INTRO GRAPHIC DESIGN

DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION 7
Course: MS1402 | PEIMS: 82970DMP
Prerequisite: Application and Selection process
Length: YR

Students will analyze and assess current and emerging technologies, while designing and creating
multimedia projects that address customer needs and resolve a problem. Students will implement
personal and interpersonal skills to prepare for a rapidly evolving workplace environment. The
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knowledge and skills acquired and practiced will enable students to successfully perform and
interact in a technology-driven society.

INTRO ROBOTICS 7
Course: MS1413 | PEIMS: 82970ROB
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

Students will learn to create and program robots. Students work with the Lego Mindstorm creation
app. Students progress to bigger and more complex robots throughout the year.  By the end of the
year, students will battle their classmates competing in different tasks.

* This course is paired with INTRO GAMING CODING

INTRO GRAPHIC DESIGN  7
Course: MS1410 | PEIMS: 82970GRA
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

Graphic Design is all about communication mixed with art. It is all around us. From the social media
we see to the toothpaste we use every day, examples of graphic design are everywhere. Students will
explore the elements of graphic design and sharpen their designer’s eye in this semester-long
course.

* This course is paired with INTRO DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION

INTRO GAMING CODING 7
Course: MS1408 | PEIMS: 82970GAM
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

Intro to Gaming and Coding is a blended class of 7th and 8th grade students. Students focus on the
fundamentals of computer science, specifically game design, gameplay, and rudimentary coding
skills. Lessons are created in order to develop a broad understanding of each program of study
throughout the semester. Students study the elements of game design and eventually develop and
program a game of the students' own. This is a prerequisite to HS Gaming Coding 8.

* This course is paired with INTRO ROBOTICS

CHEERLEADING 7
Course: MS1318 | PEIMS: 82931CHR
Prerequisite: Tryout and selection process
Length: YR
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Middle school cheer is open to all 7th graders to try out. It is required for a parent/guardian to attend
a parent meeting prior to tryouts. Following the parent meeting, tryouts will be conducted and
students will be selected based on set criteria. This class requires participation at games, pep rallies,
and other special events that may occur outside of the school day, including summer. * Fees and
required attire associated

AVID 7
Course: MS1501 | PEIMS: 82990AV7
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The AVID course addresses key elements in college preparation: academic survival skills, college
entry skills, tutorials, motivational activities, and career and college exploration. Additionally students
will improve their oral communication skills through presentation and Socratic Seminar, participate in
writing to learn activities, including note taking, learning logs, and essay writing, prepare for college
entrance examinations, including the SAT and ACT, and complete and present a multi-grade level
portfolio of their work.
*ONLY DMS, FSMS

STUDENT COUNCIL 7
Course: MS1509 | PEIMS: 82990SC7
Prerequisite: Application and Selection process
Length: YR

This course provides opportunities for students to study, practice and develop group and individual
leadership and organizational skills. These skills include decision-making skills, problem-solving
techniques, communication skills, leadership roles, human relation skills and understanding the need
for civic responsibility. Students enrolled in the course will apply these skills in dealing with peers,
school administration, and the community.

YEARBOOK 7
Course: MS1505 | PEIMS: 82900YBK
Prerequisite: Application and Selection process
Length: YR

This class produces lasting memories in the form of the school's yearbook. Students will learn to take
quality pictures to design and organize the pages, and to cooperate with fellow classmates. Students
must be self-disciplined, responsible and must be able to meet deadlines.
*ONLY DMS, WGMS

✦ HS SPANISH I
Course: MS1126 | PEIMS: 03440100
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR HS Credit: 1.0
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This introductory course enables the student to learn basic Spanish pronunciation, to acquire basic
vocabulary sufficient for simple conversations, to practice basic structure patterns, and to become
aware of Spanish culture. This course may have limited availability as priority will be given to 8th
grade students

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 7
Course: MS1503 | PEIMS: 82990OUT
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

An innovative and exciting co-ed, local elective class. Students are taught lifelong skills and activities
including: Hunter Education, Fishing, Archery, Boater Education, Orienteering, Survival Skills, First
Aid/CPR, Trip Planning, Tackle Crafts, Hiking, Backpacking, Camping, Outdoor Cooking, and Wildlife
Conservation.  The Outdoor Education curriculum is partnered with programs such as: Outdoors
Tomorrow Foundation, Dallas Ecological Foundation, Cabela’s Outdoor Fund, Texas Parks and
Wildlife, and National Archery in School Program. * Fees associated

HEALTH 7
Course: MS1422 | PEIMS: 82932HTH
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

In health education, students acquire the health information and skills necessary to become healthy
adults. In middle school, students learn about health behaviors that will safeguard their health as well
as factors in their environment that impact, not only their health and the health of their families, but
the health of their communities as well. Middle school students learn to refine their critical-thinking
skills to avoid unsafe situations, analyze health information and products, and maintain healthy
relationships.

* This course is paired with OUTDOOR EDUCATION 7

8th Grade Required Courses

Students must enroll in one course in each of the following content areas: ELAR (English Language
Arts), Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies and Physical Education.

Notice: Some courses are noted✦ as HS (High School) courses in which students
will receive high school credit upon completion of requirements related to grades
and attendance. See the Section titled High School Credit Courses in Middle School
for a full explanation.

CORE CONTENT
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ELAR 8
Course: MS1004 | PEIMS: 03200530
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Students will read, write, listen, speak, and think through an English Language Arts class. Students
will explore the interconnected nature of English Language Arts through the strands of foundational
language; comprehension; response; multiple genres; author’s purpose and craft; composition; and
inquiry and research. The course will focus on academic expression, authentic reading, and reflective
writing as students develop the knowledge and skills with increasing complexity.

ELAR 8 HONORS
Course: MS1005 | PEIMS: 03200530
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The course will focus on academic expression, authentic reading, and reflective writing as students
develop the knowledge and skills with increasing complexity. The class is an increase in academic
level that covers the same objectives as eighth grade ELAR in more depth and complexity. Through
rigorous instruction and engaging learning opportunities, students will focus on those skills that are
most essential to their future academic coursework, including close reading, analytical writing, and
language skills. Course will prepare students for the rigor of future Advanced Placement and Dual
Credit.

MATH 8
Course: MS1054 | PEIMS: 03103100
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The eighth grade math course will cover topics involving problem solving in the real world, number
and numeration concepts, operations and computation, geometry and measurement, probability and
statistics, graphing, relations and functions and financial literacy are topics that will be included.

✦ HS ALGEBRA 1
Course: MS1056 | PEIMS: 03100500
Prerequisite: Math 7 Advanced
Length: YR HS Credit: 1.0

Algebra is a course in which students develop algebraic thinking and symbolic reasoning skills.
Students study relationships among quantities, with an emphasis on linear, quadratic, and exponential
functions. Students will learn to use a variety of representations (concrete, numerical, algorithmic, and
graphical) to represent meaningful mathematical situations. A strong foundation in eighth grade math
is essential to success in Algebra I. Students will take the Algebra STAAR End of Course (EOC) exam.
Meeting state standards on the Algebra EOC is a high school graduation requirement.

SCIENCE 8
Course: MS1073 | PEIMS: 03060800
Prerequisite: None
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Length: YR

Eighth grade science will primarily focus on earth and space science. Students will recognize that
matter is composed of atoms. Students will experiment with the relationship between forces and
motion through the study of Newton's three laws and how these forces relate to geologic processes
and astronomical phenomena. Students will identify the role of natural events in altering Earth
systems. Interactions between organisms in ecosystems, including producer/consumer,
predator/prey, and parasite/host relationships, are investigated in aquatic and terrestrial systems.
These concepts will be explored through hands-on experiences and experiments through labs.

SCIENCE 8 HONORS
Course: MS1074 | PEIMS: 03060800
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Honors Science is for students who are highly motivated and interested in science. The class covers
the same objectives as eighth grade science in more depth and complexity. Students will be
expected to complete more self-directed independent projects than in a regular eighth grade
science class. Students will be expected to participate in the school Science Fair.  This course will
prepare students for the rigor of future Advanced Placement and Dual Credit classes. These
concepts will be explored through hands-on experiences and experiments through labs.

SOCIAL STUDIES 8
Course: MS1103 | PEIMS: 03343100
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

U.S. History introduces the first half of our national history, heritage, and legacy. The span of this
course includes the earliest beginnings of our nation, the steps forward of the early republic, and the
significant issues and events through the Civil War and Reconstruction. Early American history
emphasizes the development and structure of the Constitution, as well as the relationship of the Bill
of Rights to the nature of citizenship in the democracy of the United States. This course design
explores two fundamental understandings of early American history: several important reasons
contributed to the growth of representative government in the United States; and citizens of the
United States have both rights and responsibilities.

SOCIAL STUDIES 8 HONORS
Course: MS1104 | PEIMS: 03343100
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Honors social studies is designed for students who are highly motivated and interested in social
studies. Students will engage in active, high-level learning to develop skills and concepts needed to
succeed at more rigorous academic levels of study in United States history. The basic content is the
same as that of the eighth grade Social Studies, but this course provides the student with the
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opportunity to pursue topics in more detail. The student will research and develop products that
encourage deeper understanding of United States history.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PE 8 BOYS
Course: MS1311 | PEIMS: 03823000
PE 8 GIRLS
Course: MS1313 | PEIMS: 03823000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

This course is a basic physical education class in which students acquire the knowledge and skills for
movement that provide the foundation for enjoyment, continued social development through
physical activity, and access to a physically-active lifestyle. Students will participate in fitness training,
physical games and sports, and will learn coordination and overall physical health and well being.
Students must dress out in appropriate athletic attire each day.

PE 8 BOYS ATHLETICS
Course: MS1314 | PEIMS: 03823000
Prerequisite: PE 7 Boys Athletics
Length: YR

In this course student athletes compete in UIL team competitions such as Football, Basketball, Cross
Country, Track and Field, Soccer, Wrestling, and Golf. Students must have a current physical on file
each year, must try out for at least two sports, and participate in one or more sports in the fall
semester for satisfactory completion of the course. It is recommended that students try out for all
sports. Participants must pass all courses in order to be eligible to participate in competition.

PE 8 GIRLS ATHLETICS
Course: MS1316 | PEIMS: 03823000
Prerequisite: PE 7 Girls Athletics
Length: YR

In this course, student athletes compete in UIL team competitions such as Volleyball, Basketball,
Cross Country, Track and Field, Soccer, Wrestling, and Golf. Students must have a current physical on
file each year, must try out for at least two sports, and participate in one or more sports in the fall
semester for satisfactory completion of the course. It is recommended that students try out for all
sports. Participants must pass all courses in order to be eligible to participate in competition.

PE 8 COED TENNIS
Course: MS1309 | PEIMS: 03823000
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

In this course, students are taught the basics of tennis with conditioning exercises to prepare students
to play high school tennis for competition. Students must have a completed physical on file each year.
Tennis equipment may be required.
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✦ HS PE SUB ATHLETICS 1
Course: MS1304 | PEIMS: PES00000
Prerequisite: 2 years of Physical Education
Length: YR HS Credit: 1.0

This course includes competitive UIL individual and team sports and will substitute as a high school
PE credit. In this course, student athletes compete in UIL team competitions such as Volleyball,
Basketball, Cross Country, Track and Field, Soccer, Wrestling, and Golf. All students must pass a UIL
approved physical examination and complete all appropriate forms by a set deadline each year
before participating in athletics. Participants must pass all courses in order to be eligible to participate
in competition.

✦ HS LIFETIME FITNESS AND WELLNESS PURSUITS
Course: MS1303 | PEIMS: PES00051
Prerequisite: 2 years of Physical Education
Length: YR HS Credit: 1.0

This course is a study of physical fitness to increase understanding of the relationship between
physical fitness activities and health issues, consumer issues, safety practices and assessment of
individual fitness levels. Activities will help improve and maintain physical fitness levels and a
program will be designed to meet individual needs and interests.

✦ HS DANCE PE SUB
Course: MS1302 | PEIMS: PES00000
Prerequisite: Tryout and Selection process
Length: YR HS Credit: 1.0

This course will substitute as a high school PE credit. Students learn about the importance of being
healthy and moving expressively, efficiently and safely through kinesthetic awareness. Students
develop responsibility, self-discipline and learn how to effectively work within a team. Evaluating and
analyzing dance allows students to develop artistic creative processes through choreography
projects. Students selected through the tryout process will participate in required activities outside of
school which may include summer camps, performances at sporting events and other events such as
competitions and showcases. *Fees and required attire associated

✦ HS CHEERLEADING
Course: MS1301 | PEIMS: PES00013
Prerequisite: Tryout and Selection process
Length: SM HS Credit: 0.5

This course will substitute as 0.5 high school PE credit. Middle school cheer is open to all 8th graders
to try out. It is required for a parent/guardian to attend a parent meeting prior to tryouts. Following the
parent meeting, tryouts will be conducted and students will be selected based on set criteria. This
class requires participation at games, pep rallies, and other special events that may occur outside of
the school day, including summer. *Fees and required attire associate
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8th Grade Elective Courses

BAND MS 2
Course: MS1204 | PEIMS: 03154230
Prerequisite: Beginning Band and/or Audition
Length: YR

The intermediate band is primarily a performance organization for students with at least one year of
band experience. Members of this organization should have developed a moderate degree of
performance ability. The work of the first year is continued with a greater emphasis placed upon
growing musical awareness and continued development of musicianship, control, and technical
facility. Members of this class are expected to participate in all full band activities. Placement in this
band would be determined by audition.

BAND MS 3
Course: MS1205 | PEIMS: 03154330
Prerequisite: Beginning Band, Intermediate Band and/or Audition
Length: YR

The advanced band is primarily a performance organization for students with at least one year of
band experience. Members of this organization should have developed a high degree of performance
ability. The work of the previous year is continued with a greater emphasis placed upon growing
musical awareness and continued development of musicianship, control, and technical facility.
Members of this class are expected to participate in all full band activities. Placement in this band
would be determined by audition.

CHOIR MS 2
Course: MS1207 | PEIMS: 03154231
Prerequisite: Auditions may be required
Length: YR

Students in choir 2 will improve upon proper singing techniques, learn intermediate music theory,
sight reading, and performance skills. Previous choir experience is preferred , but not required. MS
Choir 2 is designed to be the intermediate course to a 3-year course sequence. Students in MS Choir
2 will be required to perform publicly at least once per semester, and may be required to attend UIL
Concert & Sight-Reading Contest at director's discretion.

CHOIR MS 3
Course: MS1208 | PEIMS: 03154331
Prerequisite: Auditions may be required
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Length: YR

Students in choir 3 will master proper singing techniques, learn advanced music theory, sight reading,
and performance skills. Previous choir experience is preferred , but not required. MS Choir 3 is
designed to be the final course in a 3-year course sequence. Students in MS Choir 3 will be required
to perform publicly at least once per semester, and may be required to attend UIL Concert &
Sight-Reading Contest at director's discretion.

DANCE TEAM 8
Course: MS1210 | PEIMS: 83400DAN
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

Students learn about the importance of being healthy and moving expressively, efficiently and safely
through kinesthetic awareness. Students develop responsibility, self-discipline and learn how to
effectively work within a team. Evaluating and analyzing dance allows students to strengthen
decision-making skills, develop critical and creative thinking, and develop artistic creative processes
through choreography projects. Students selected through the tryout process will participate in
required activities outside of school which may include summer camps, performances at sporting
events and other events such as competitions and showcases. *Fees and required attire associated
Students selected for squad leader are responsible for payment for summer camp.
*ONLY DMS, WGMS

THEATER ARTS MS 1
Course: MS1212 | PEIMS: 03154140
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This introductory course will allow learners to develop a perception of self, human relationships, and
the world using elements of drama and conventions of theatre. Through the creative expression
strand, students communicate in a dramatic form, engage in artistic thinking, build positive
self-concepts, relate interpersonally, and integrate knowledge with other content areas in a relevant
manner and develop the ability to appreciate and evaluate live theatre.

THEATER ARTS MS 2
Course: MS1213 | PEIMS: 03154240
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This course is designed to develop students’ theatrical skills by teaching expression through theatre
performance. Through a variety of theatrical experiences, students communicate in a dramatic form,
make artistic choices, solve problems, build positive self-concepts, and relate interpersonally. Topics
include theatre heritage and traditions, interpreting, character development using the voice and body
expressively, technical elements of theatre, theatre design, and directing and production concepts
and skills, all designed to instill an appreciation of live theatre.
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THEATER ARTS MS 3
Course: MS1214 | PEIMS: 03154340
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This eighth grade theatre course is intended to further refine the skills developed in previous Theatre
courses. The class is focused on students exhibiting exceptional talents in the field of theatre.
Students will use improvisation and pantomime, and will learn to further express thoughts and
feelings using effective voice and diction. The students will apply elements of drama to interpret
characters using the voice and body expressively. They will learn and apply theatre production skills
in the areas of sets, sound, costuming, makeup and publicity. The students will delve deeper into
theatre history, exploring major time periods of theatrical development.

THEATRE MS2: ONE ACT PLAY I
Course: MS1418 | PEIMS: 03154240
Prerequisite: Audition and Selection process
Length: YR

An auditioned course designed for the committed theatre student interested in continuing theatre
participation at the High School level. Students will primarily participate in the UIL One Act Play
contest during the school year as well as several other major performance opportunities. Students
learn about and participate in all aspects of a full theatrical production.

THEATRE MS2: PROD DESIGN I
Course: MS1419 | PEIMS: 03154240
Prerequisite: Audition and Selection process
Length: YR

Theatre Production Design is a selective, year-long, advanced level elective for students interested in
all aspects of theatre behind the scenes. This includes props, costumes, set design, stage make-up,
lighting, sound, and non-acting careers in the theatre.

THEATRE MS3: ONE ACT PLAY II
Course: MS1420 | PEIMS: 03154240
Prerequisite: Audition and Selection process
Length: YR

An auditioned course designed for the committed theatre student interested in continuing theatre
participation at the High School level. Students will primarily participate in the UIL One Act Play
contest during the school year as well as several other major performance opportunities. Students
learn about and participate in all aspects of a full theatrical production.
* ONLY FSMS, WGMS

THEATRE MS3: PROD DESIGN II
Course: MS1421 | PEIMS: 03154340
Prerequisite: Audition and Selection process
Length: YR
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Theatre Production Design is a selective, year-long, advanced level elective for students interested in
all aspects of theatre behind the scenes. This includes props, costumes, set design, stage make-up,
lighting, sound, and non-acting careers in the theatre.
* ONLY FSMS, WGMS

ART MS 1
Course: MS1200 | PEIMS: 03154110
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This semester-long course is a learner-centered art course.  Students will create art and explore
materials, techniques, artists, and art historical periods and styles that will boost critical thinking
habits, improve collaborative participation, grow creativity, and develop communication skills.
Students will explore the art world through the Studio Habits of Mind and in the setting of Teaching
Artistic Behavior. Additional art supplies may be needed.

ART MS 2
Course: MS1201 | PEIMS: 03154210
Prerequisite: 1 semester of Art
Length: SM

This semester-long course is a learner-centered art course.  Students will create art and explore
materials, techniques, artists, and art historical periods and styles that will boost critical thinking
habits, improve collaborative participation, grow creativity, and develop communication skills.
Students will explore the art world through the Studio Habits of Mind and in the setting of Teaching
Artistic Behavior. Additional art supplies may be needed.

ART MS 3
Course: MS1202 | PEIMS: 03154310
Prerequisite: 2 semesters of Art
Length: SM

This semester-long course is a learner-centered art course.  Students will create art and explore
materials, techniques, artists, and art historical periods and styles that will boost critical thinking
habits, improve collaborative participation, grow creativity, and develop communication skills.
Students will explore the art world through the Studio Habits of Mind and in the setting of Teaching
Artistic Behavior. Additional art supplies may be needed.

ART MS 2: ADVANCED ART I
Course: MS1416 | PEIMS: 03154210
Prerequisite: Application and 1 semester of Art
Length: YR

This yearlong course is a learner-centered art course designed for highly motivated students who
wish to work to become confident in their ability to produce a body of professional-quality artwork.
Students are expected to develop mastery in concept, composition, and execution of ideas. Students
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will develop a body of work informed by research of contemporary and master artists, media
techniques, cultural exemplars, and peer dialogue. The final portfolio reflects a breadth of
experiences in media, style, and theme. Additional art supplies may be needed.

ART MS 3: ADVANCED ART II
Course: MS1417 | PEIMS: 03154310
Prerequisite: Application and 1 semester of Art
Length: YR
This yearlong course is a learner-centered art course designed for highly motivated students who
wish to work to become confident in their ability to produce a body of professional-quality artwork.
Students are expected to develop mastery in concept, composition, and execution of ideas. Students
will develop a body of work informed by research of contemporary and master artists, media
techniques, cultural exemplars, and peer dialogue. The final portfolio reflects a breadth of
experiences in media, style, and theme. Additional art supplies may be needed

INTRO DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION 8
Course: MS1405 | PEIMS: 83600DIG
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

This class is a media and broadcasting class designed to provide students with a groundwork in
various forms of media, including writing, video production, and public speaking.  This course will
have two focuses. The first is to develop the skills necessary to run a news broadcast.  The second is
to use editing software to create creative videos with a variety of topics, including a PSA and short
film.  Students will have the opportunity to present their work to the student body.

* This course is paired with INTRO GRAPHIC DESIGN

✦ HS DIG MEDIA PROD 8
Course: MS1403 | PEIMS: 03580400
Prerequisite: Intro to Digital Media Production 7 & Application
Length: YR HS Credit: 1.0

Students will analyze and assess current and emerging technologies, while designing and creating
multimedia projects that address customer needs and resolve a problem. Students will implement
personal and interpersonal skills to prepare for a rapidly evolving workplace environment. The
knowledge and skills acquired and practiced will enable students to successfully perform and
interact in a technology-driven society.

INTRO ROBOTICS 8
Course: MS1414 | PEIMS: 836000ROB
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Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

Students will learn to create and program robots. Students work with the Lego Mindstorm creation
app. Students progress to bigger and more complex robots throughout the year.  By the end of the
year, students will battle their classmates competing in different tasks.

* This course is paired with INTRO GAMING CODING

✦ HS ROBOTICS I - 8
Course: MS1412 | PEIMS: 13037000
Prerequisite: Intro to Robotics 7
Length: SM HS Credit: 0.5

Students will transfer academic skills to component designs in a project-based environment through
implementation of the design process. Students will build prototypes or use simulation software to
test their designs. Students progress to bigger and more complex robots throughout the year.  By the
end of the year, students will battle their classmates competing in different tasks.

*This course is paired with HS GAMCODE 8 COMPSCI

INTRO GRAPHIC DESIGN  8
Course: MS1411 | PEIMS: 83600GRA
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

Graphic Design is all about communication mixed with art. It is all around us. From the social media
we see to the toothpaste we use every day, examples of graphic design are everywhere. Students will
explore the elements of graphic design and sharpen their designer’s eye in this semester-long
course.

* This course is paired with INTRO DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION

✦ HS GRAPHIC DESIGN 8 DIG COMM
Course: MS1400 | PEIMS: 03580610
Prerequisite: Intro to Graphic Design 7
Length: SM HS Credit: 0.5

Digital Communications in the 21st Century will prepare students for the societal demands of
increased civic literacy, independent working environments, global awareness, and the mastery of a
base set of analysis and communication skills. Students will be expected to design and present an
effective product based on well-researched issues in order to thoughtfully propose suggested
solutions to authoritative stakeholders. The outcome of the process and product approach is to
provide students an authentic platform to demonstrate effective application of multimedia tools
within the contexts of global communication and collaborative communities and appropriately share
their voices to affect change that concerns their future.
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*This course is paired with HS MXINC 8 DIG COMM

INTRO GAMING CODING 8
Course: MS1409 | PEIMS: 83600GAM
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

Intro to Gaming and Coding is a blended class of 7th and 8th grade students. Students focus on the
fundamentals of computer science, specifically game design, gameplay, and rudimentary coding
skills. Lessons are created in order to develop a broad understanding of each program of study
throughout the semester. Students study the elements of game design and eventually develop and
program a game of the students' own.

* This course is paired with INTRO ROBOTICS

✦ HS GAMCODE 8 COMPSCI
Course: MS1407 | PEIMS: 03580140
Prerequisite: Intro to Gaming Coding 7
Length: SM HS Credit: 0.5

Fundamentals of Computer Science is intended as a first course for those students just beginning the
study of computer science, specifically game design, gameplay, and rudimentary coding skills..
Students will learn about the computing tools that are used every day. Students will foster their
creativity and innovation through opportunities to design, implement, and present solutions to
real-world problems.

* This course is paired with  HS ROBOTICS I - 8

✦ HS MXINC 8 DIG COMM
Course: MS1401 | PEIMS: 03580610
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM HS Credit: 0.5

mxINCedu provides middle school students with the tools and mindset to bring their own business
ideas to life.  Along the way, they are awakened to new interests, exposed to career paths, and
building critical skills.  All that energy is harnessed into project-based and purposeful learning.

*This course is paired with HS GRAPHIC DESIGN 8 DIG COMM

CHEERLEADING 8 LOCAL
Course: MS1319 | PEIMS: 83210CHR
Prerequisite: Tryout and selection process
Length: SM
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Middle school cheer is open to all 8th graders to try out. This course will be the spring course paired
with fall HS Cheerleading. The spring section is a local elective credit only and does not count toward
HS PE credit. It is required for a parent/guardian to attend a parent meeting prior to tryouts. Following
the parent meeting, tryouts will be conducted and students will be selected based on set criteria.
This class requires participation at games, pep rallies, and other special events that may occur
outside of the school day, including summer. *Fees and required attire associated

CHEERLEADING 8 LOCAL
Course: MS1320 | PEIMS: 83210CHR
Prerequisite: Tryout and selection process
Length: YR

Middle school cheer is open to all 8th graders to try out. This course will be a year long local elective
course and does not count toward HS PE credit. It is required for a parent/guardian to attend a parent
meeting prior to tryouts. Following the parent meeting, tryouts will be conducted and students will be
selected based on set criteria. This class requires participation at games, pep rallies, and other special
events that may occur outside of the school day, including summer. *Fees and required attire
associated

AVID 8
Course: MS1502 | PEIMS: 83800AV8
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR

The AVID course addresses key elements in college preparation: academic survival skills, college
entry skills, tutorials, motivational activities, and career and college exploration. Additionally students
will improve their oral communication skills through presentation and Socratic Seminar, participate in
writing to learn activities, including note taking, learning logs, and essay writing, prepare for college
entrance examinations, including the SAT and ACT, and complete and present a multi-grade level
portfolio of their work.
*ONLY DMS, FSMS

STUDENT COUNCIL 8
Course: MS1510 | PEIMS: 83800SC8
Prerequisite: Application and Selection process
Length: YR

This course provides opportunities for students to study, practice and develop group and individual
leadership and organizational skills. These skills include decision-making skills, problem-solving
techniques, communication skills, leadership roles, human relation skills and understanding the need
for civic responsibility. Students enrolled in the course will apply these skills in dealing with peers,
school administration, and the community.

YEARBOOK 8
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Course: MS1507 | PEIMS: 83800YBK
Prerequisite: Application and Selection process
Length: YR

This class produces lasting memories in the form of the school's yearbook. Students will learn to take
quality pictures to design and organize the pages, and to cooperate with fellow classmates. Students
must be self-disciplined, responsible and must be able to meet deadlines.
*ONLY DMS, WGMS

✦ HS SPANISH I
Course: MS1126 | PEIMS: 03440100
Prerequisite: None
Length: YR HS Credit: 1.0

This introductory course enables the student to learn basic Spanish pronunciation, to acquire basic
vocabulary sufficient for simple conversations, to practice basic structure patterns, and to become
aware of Spanish culture.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 8
Course: MS1504 | PEIMS: 83800OUT
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

An innovative and exciting co-ed, local elective class. Students are taught lifelong skills and activities
including: Hunter Education, Fishing, Archery, Boater Education, Orienteering, Survival Skills, First
Aid/CPR, Trip Planning, Tackle Crafts, Hiking, Backpacking, Camping, Outdoor Cooking, and Wildlife
Conservation.  The Outdoor Education curriculum is partnered with programs such as: Outdoors
Tomorrow Foundation, Dallas Ecological Foundation, Cabela’s Outdoor Fund, Texas Parks and
Wildlife, and National Archery in School Program. * Fees associated

HEALTH 8
Course: MS1423 | PEIMS: 83220HTH
Prerequisite: None
Length: SM

In health education, students acquire the health information and skills necessary to become healthy
adults. In middle school, students learn about health behaviors that will safeguard their health as well
as factors in their environment that impact, not only their health and the health of their families, but
the health of their communities as well. Middle school students learn to refine their critical-thinking
skills to avoid unsafe situations, analyze health information and products, and maintain healthy
relationships.

* This course is paired with OUTDOOR EDUCATION 8

STUDENT AID 8
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Course: MS1515 | PEIMS: 83800AID
Prerequisite: Application and Selection process
Length: SM
STUDENT AID 8
Course: MS 1514 | PEIMS: 83800AID
Prerequisite: Application and Selection process
Length: YR

Students are selected for this course through an application process. Students must model
outstanding character, exhibit excellent organizational skills, and show initiative to tasks. Student aid’s
will assist in the front office with various duties, assist teachers with classroom needs, or assist the
librarian by shelving and checking books in and out.

Questions or Need Help?

Should you have any questions or need assistance related to course selection, please

contact your student’s campus counselor or campus administrative staff. Campus specific

information is available on our district website at www.misd.gs

Dieterich Middle School
2881 Ledgestone Ln, Midlothian, TX 76065 ❖ (469) 856-5800 ❖ https://dms.misd.gs/
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Administrative Staff Counselors

Amanda Rodgers, Principal Tonya Colman (A-K) tonya.colman@misd.gs

Blane Rogers, Assistant Principal Mendi Melton (L-Z) mendi.melton@misd.gs

Chris Foster, Assistant Principal

Frank Seale Middle School
700 George Hopper Rd, Midlothian, TX 76065 ❖ (469) 856-5600 ❖ https://fsms.misd.gs/

Administrative Staff Counselors

Kristopher Vernon, Principal Camille Brening (A-K) camille.brening@misd.gs

Tyeisha Glover, Assistant Principal Lindsey Hodge (L-Z) lindsey.hodge@misd.gs

Jessica Trezza, Assistant Principal

Walnut Grove Middle School
990 N. Walnut Grove Rd, Midlothian, TX 76065 ❖ (469) 856-5700 ❖ https://wgms.misd.gs/

Administrative Staff Counselors

Carly Woolery, Principal Ally Houchin (A-K) ally.houchin@misd.gs

David Fontenot, Assistant Principal Emily Rogers (L-Z) emily.rogers@misd.gs

Natalie Dennington, Assistant Principal
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