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Olentangy Local School District
Literature Selection Review

Teacher: Rebecca Ward

School: Shanahan Middle School

Book Title: Never Caught, The Story of Ona Judge
Genre: Biography/History

Author: Erica Armstrong Dunbar & Kathleen Van Cleve
Publisher: Aladdin

Book Summary and Summary Citation: {suggcested resources include book flap summarics, review
summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)

Bomn into a life of slavery, Ona Judge grew up in the shadows, both at the Washingtons’ residence and in
the first few decades of our new country. But times were changing. Although George Washington held
incredibly conflicted views on the institution of slavery, more and more citizens and political figures were
becoming vocal opponents of slavery in the United States. After moving north with the Washingtons and
interacting with Philadelphia’s large free black community, Ona observed what freedom could be like.
Martha Washington’s decision to give Ona to her granddaughter as a wedding gift propelled Ona into
action. She knew she had to leave everything behind to live as a free person. (book flap summary)

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the OLSD
curriculum blueprints and/or State standards.

This book extends students' understanding of the role enslaved people played in the creation of the nation
and of the struggles that they had to go through before achieving freedom after the Civil War. It also
brings a new perspective to the person of George Washington as we learn about events and
accomplishments of his presidency.

Specific District and Common Core Standards include (please include a link to the ELA Standards
document and list the specific standards):

Primary and secondary sources are used to examine events from multiple perspectives and to present and
defend a position.

The practice of race-based slavery led to the forced migration of Africans to the American colonies and
contributed to colonial economic developiment. Their knowledge, skills and traditions were essential to
the development of the colonies

[nclude two professional reviews of this title: (links to the reviews are fine; Common Sense Media
should be used, if available)

Common Sense Media link

Social Justice Books link

School Library Journal link

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements? (altcrnates should be
previously reviewed texts or a new text needs a new review form)

I'm filling this in as a possible OPTIONAL book club, so if this is not approved, | will not likely put
another in its place at this time.
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