Beloved Community - Performer Bios
Joseph “jo” Blake
Photo credit: Steve Korn
Joseph “jo” Blake, a graduate of the University of Utah (BFA,
2003) and the University of Washington (MFA, 2017), is an
artist who has performed, taught, and choreographed
throughout the United States, Europe, South America, and
Southeast Asia. Inspired by his passion for
community-based engagement, social justice, and
educational theory, jo continues to pursue impactful projects
in Utah and beyond. jo is the Director of joBdance, a
conceptual experience, an interdisciplinary project based
company, with collaborations in dance, sound score, and
visual arts. The evening-length premiere, (dis)connect., an
immersive multimedia experience exploring the tensions
created by technology between individual and community
receiving rave reviews (Seattle, WA). jo’s community-based
projects include the YCC Family Crisis Center, Minding
Motion for Graceful Aging, Yoga Behind Bars, and Mark
Morris’s Dance for PD. His work has been seen nationally in
Washington, Utah (Westminster College, Weber State University, Ririe-Woodbury Dance Alum’s
Momentum, Municipal Ballet, The Penguin Lady), and Minnesota. jo is Assistant Professor of
Dance at Weber State University (Ogden, UT), 2021 WSU Presidential Awards for Community
Engaged Faculty Member, Ogden City Arts 2021 Mayor’s Award for the Arts, and newly elected
the Advisory Board Director of Student Initiatives with the National Dance Education
Organization.

Ursula Perry
Ursula Perry, a native Houstonian, has had an
extensive professional career as a performing
dance artist and educator spanning over two
decades. In 2002, she completed the BFA
program at the University of Utah. After
performing for numerous companies across the
United States, she joined Repertory Dance
Theatre in 2013. Her tenure at RDT has yielded
to an ever enriching understanding of the need
to create opportunities for the young and old to
heal through movement. The physical being is
not only a tool, but a storage space for the human story. It is her belief that the power of
movement and grit of raw physicality can heal both the body and the mind.

Natosha Washington
Natosha Washington is a professional choreographer, director
and avid educator who is passionate about all inclusive
learning. Washington received the 2015 Sorenson Legacy
Award for Best Secondary Dance Educator in Utah, and was
most recently nominated for Salt Lake City School District’s
2020 Teacher of the Year Top Four. Washington received her
BFA from the University of Utah in Modern Dance (2004) and
Associate Degree of Fine Arts from Ricks College (1999).
Washington, a full-time dance teacher at Judge Memorial
Catholic High School (2005-2012), created a program for
young men to dance, starting with 18 it developed to 44
young men. Washington also taught at Northwest Middle
School (2012-2018) creating the school’s “Celebration of
Dance.” The program consisted of 400+ students celebrating
school pride and diverse cultures through dance. She is also
developing a new educational program in collaboration with
Weber State Professor jo Blake geared towards first-generation students to receive a degree of
higher education. As a choreographer, Washington’s work has been seen internationally (China,
Russia, New Zealand, Fiji, Brazil), professionally (Repertory Dance Theatre), collegiate
(University of Alabama, Utah Valley University) and secondary school companies, including her
own, The Penguin Lady Dance Collective. Natosha Washington is a resident of Salt Lake City,
Utah who is currently the Performing Arts Department Chair and Dance Company Director at
West High School.

The Hip Hop Education and Resource Center (HERC), operated by 1520 Arts

1520 Arts is a non-profit organization that showcases Hip Hop Arts
as a viable path to success through practice, performance and
education. We strive to promote Hip Hop as a respected and
legitimate art form. By providing a forum to unite Hip Hop artists
and their families in passion for their art, participants in 1520 Arts
are inspired to succeed not only on the dance floor, but in life itself.

