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What can Observers do in a Canvas course?

In Canvas, the Observer role can be used to enroll Parents, Mentors, Auditors, and Guests who would like to
participate in a Canvas course but do not need to earn course credit. Observers have limited permissions that
allow them to see what is going on in a course without interrupting the flow of daily course communication. Like
students, Observers cannot view a course until it is published and the course has started.

This lesson will take Observers through the Course Navigation links and summarize what kinds of activities they
can and cannot participate in.

Observers Can See the Dashboard

Recent Activity

o 1 Conversation Message

amvas |netructor
Canvas Instructo

When they first log in, Observers will see the Global Stream in their Dashboard.
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Observers Can Read Announcements and Discussions

Search title, body, or author Unread M

2% Mayis here...

p. '+§ | Doug Robers May T, 2014

Nar Must post your reply before seeing your peers' replies!

27 New Office Hours

p+ +M Doug Roberts n @ Apr21, 2014
&% ' Next weekl Find my office on the campus map.

27N post-exam follow up
p +f Doug Roberts May 12, 2014
a¥ ' Afterthe EXam, we can meet to review It and Qo over any questions you may have missed.

Search titie, body, or author Unread  Assignments o

* Pinned Discussions

General

Questions

Last post Jun &, E
2014

Introduce

Yourself

Last post Apr 29, ﬂ
2014

Observers can read student replies to course Announcements and Discussions and see student profile images (if available),
but they cannot add their own comments.
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Observers Can See the Assignments Page

Search for Assignment Show by: | Date  Type

* Owverdue Assignments

R Writing Assignment Due Feb 19 at 11:58pm 50 pts
- Theory Due Mar 5 at 11:58pm 20 pts
¥ Pre-Assessment Due Mar 10 at 11:58pm 25 pts

Observers can see a list of Assignments due and click on their titles, but...

Observers Can't Submit Assignments

Due Today by 11:59pm
Submitting a text entry box, a w
upload

ia recording, or a file

Read and answer the guestions at the end of each chapter for

...Observers cannot submit Assignments. There is no submission button on this Assignment detail page.
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Observers Can Preview Documents in Course Pages

Biological classification.pdf soks

Biological classification

Biologesal classificaiion, or sclentilc classiication in bioicgy, |5 a method
of sclentitc axonomy used bo groawsp and categodze omanisms Inbo: groups

such as gens o spocies. These groups ane krown os mxa (singulas: Baaon).

Modem biokogical classidcabion has s rogbin iho work of Cardus Linnoous,
who grouped specins aoconding fo shamd physioal chamotonstios. Thoso
Arounings hod SN0k been nevl sed o iImprove consistenoy with

tho Carvnian principbe of comman desoond. Wih fhe inilmduction of
Ihocladistc metod inine lale 20th contury, phiylogenctic laxanomy inwhich
omganisms 2m grouped based pusty on infersed ovolulionary mialednoss,
ignorng momhakogical similasty, has HOCOMEO COMITIAN in S0mo amas of

ology. Miolecular phylogenetics, which uses DNA sequences as date, has

alsa diwen many recent sreisions and s likely fo confinue doing sa. Biological

classdcalion belangs i tho soience of binkogical sysiematios.

Definition

box 1/1

Observers can download documents to their computer and see the edit history for any course Page.

Observers Can Edit Some Pages

Hide this Page from Students

can adit this page

Motify users that this content has changed

Cancel Save Changes
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If the Instructor changes the permission of a Page so that Anyone can edit it, then Observers can contribute to course
Pages.

Observers Can Preview and Download Some Files

T (@ US History 101 US History 101
b 3 Assignments Add Files | Add Folder [J [g]
¥ &3 Private Files
F &3 Public Files & Assignments
» Quiz Fil
& Quiz Files &2 Private Files
W | Early US History.docx )
@ Public Files
3 | logo.phy
e 9 @ Quiz Files
W | Early US History.docx ®
4.4 KB preview
& | logo.png
53KB preview
If an Instructor locks a folder in course Files, Observers will not be able to view the content.
Observers Can See the Syllabus Page
DS-101 #A  DS-101 Syllabus
4\’ -
Home o 4 farch 2013 >
Jump to Today 24 25 26 27 28 1 2
Anncuncements Course Syllabus @ 83 4 s & 7 B 9
Assianments 10 11 12 13 14 15 18
9 What are you supposed to do? w7 w N 2 o B
Discussions + Follow the weekly Announcements and Discussions for guidance. I
Grades + Note: A passing grade is considered 90%. i L =
Syllabus

cars st st s ()

Jan 25 Fri i
Modules Assignment #1

Feba Fri Assignment #3
Conferences

Observers can see the Syllabus page [1]. They can also see how the final grade is calculated [2].

P 5
@ @@@ What can Observers do in a Canvas course? Updated 8/21/14 age

EY  MC SR



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

What can Observers do in a Canvas course?

Observers Can See the Outcomes Page

Home
Announcements
Assignments
Discussions
Grades

Syllabus
Quizzes
Modules
Outcomes

Conferences

Observers can see all course Outcomes and Outcome descriptions.

Note: If the course navigation link does not appear, the instructor has hidden the link from course users.

Observers Can See the Quizzes Page

~ Assignment Quizzes
(® Genetics Quiz 1
{® Ecology Quiz
(® Genetics Quiz 2

Observers can see Quiz titles, but...
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Observers Cannot Take Quizzes

Points 2 Questions 1
Available Mar 11 at 12am - Mar 29 at 11:59pm 18 days Time Limit None

...Observers cannot take Quizzes. Note that there is no link to "Take this Quiz".

Observers Can See the Modules Page

* Module 1

Welcome
(® Pre-Test Feb 18

Pl Introduce Yourself

Observers can see how an Instructor has organized course content in Modules. They can also see the point values for
individual assignments. Again, Observers can click on any of these links, but they won't be able to participate in Discussions,

submit Assignments, or take Quizzes.

Observers Can Join Conferences

LT ¥ New Conferences
Discussions
Weekly Office Hours In Progress
Syllabus
Conferences

¥ Concluded Conferences

Test Conference 11/03/2012

Mo Recording

Once an Instructor has created a Conference, added an Observer, and started the meeting, Observers will be able to join in.
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Observers Can't Join Course Groups

+ Group Set

Assignment Groups Discussion Groups Project Groups

Self sign-up is d for these groups. @

Groups are limited to 3

Unassigned Students Grou
(4)

» Group 1 X Emily Boone 2/ 3 students

ii Jessica Doe
2/ 3 students
i{ Max Johnson

ii Joe Rodge
students
i Jane Smith

roup &k~

Instructors and students can create groups inside of Canvas that make it easy to collaborate in smaller groups. Observers

cannot be added to or interact inside of Groups.
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Observers Can See the Global Assignments Page

Bill Sanderscn  Inbox '3  Settings Logout Help

canvas Courses & Groups ~ Assignments Grades Calendar

# » Bill Sanderson » Assignments Upcoming Assignments gl A

Qﬁ Pre-Assessment

Upcoming Assignments

Qﬁ Introduction Assignment

Pre-Assessment Tomorrow at 11:59pm out of 25
= il 1L . Introductions
Introduction Assignment Tuesday at 11:59pm out of 25
Bislogy 101 Show Only Assignments from
Introductions Tuesday at 11:59pm out of 15 | US History 101 |
US History 101 | Biology 101 |
Information Survey Aug 28 at 11:59pm out of 5

US History 101

Writing Assignment Aug 29 at 11:59pm out of 50
Biology 101

From the Global Navigation Menu, Observers can click on Assignments to see a summary page of all assignments due
across all of the courses they are enrolled in.
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Observers Can't See Grades

Courses & Groups « Assignments Grades Calendar

2 d to view this
content. If you g - iew this page,
please use P e problem.

From the Global Navigation Menu, if an Observer clicks on Grades, they will see a blank page, unless they are linked to a
student.

Observers Can See the Calendar

Today <« » September 2013 Week Month  Agenda +
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

’m Assignment #4 B Assignment #2 -
Personal Essay

8 9 10 1 12 13 14

[- Introduce Yourself] [ B Assignment #5

Assignment

B Abraham Lincoln ‘

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
’m Assignment #6

Observers can see all Assignments due on the Calendar, filter the calendar view by the different courses they are enrolled
in, view undated events and assignments, and even grab an iCal feed from the global Calendar.
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Observers Can Access Conversations

Canvas Cucci v Inbox Settings Logout Help

Observers can click on the Inbox link to access Conversations, but...

Observers Can't Send Messages to Students

Course Biology 101

To |

Subject | Back

Canvas Instructor

Observers can send messages to only Instructors. They cannot send messages to Students in the course.

Observers Can't See Course Rosters

Total
Mame Lo Section Role ctivity Activity
) ) Section Jun 24 at
. Emily Boone emily.boone.cany 12:08
4:49p
. Canwvas ) Sectiol Jun 4 at
£ ) crivadesigner@
Designer 3 59pm
Section Jun 23 at
Jessica Doe jessica.doe.canvas@gmail.com 3 Student 9:16a 0753
- :36am

Observers will not be able to see the names of enrolled Students or their Registered Services (i.e. links to Facebook,
LinkedIn, and other web services).
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Observers Will Not be Able to Access Some Pages in Canvas

A Unauthorized

It appears that yvou don't have permission to access this
page. Please make sure you're authorized to view this
content. If you think you should be able to view this page,
please use the "Help" link to notify support of the problem.

The permissions assigned to Observers are limited. They may see this screen once if they click to a page that they do not
have permissions to access.

Course Navigation Links May be Modified

Home
Announcements
Assignments
Discussions
Grades
Pages

Files
Syllabus
Outcomes
CQuizzes
Modules

Collaborations

PLEASE NOTE: Each Instructor can customize the links in the Course Navigation and limit the number of features that
Students and Observers can see. Observers may or may not see links to all of the features discussed in this lesson.
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Observers Can't See Unpublished Courses

THIS COURSE 1S UNPUBLISH

can see this cou it is published

Recent Activity in ID-101

Mo Recent Messages

You don't have any g5 to show in your stream e you begin participating in your

courses yvou'll sa stream fill up with messages from d jons, grading updates, private

messages between you and other users, etc.

Like students, Observers cannot view a course until it is published and the course has started.
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