
Leah Boden 
Modern Miss Mason 
28 Woolgrove Street 

Longford 
Coventry 
England 
CV67AY 

 
Chartiers Valley School District 

2030 Swallow Hill Road 

Pittsburgh,  

Pennsylvania 15220 
 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 
 
Re. Dogwood Charter School 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Dogwood Charter School. I am a fellow                
educator and coach using the Charlotte Mason philosophy of education and I believe             
that Dogwood Charter School will be an asset to the local community. Dogwood Charter              
School will provide an educational choice to families, one with rigorous academics and             
core values of safety, community, diversity, fun, and personal growth.  
 
Over my many years of practicing the Charlotte Mason method of education and             
coaching others within this educational pedagogy I have seen children and families            
thrive and go on to prepare young people for success in college and career, as well as                 
creating contributing, connected citizens.  
 
I support the approval of Dogwood Charter School to serve students. I value the              
mission, philosophy and approach of Dogwood Charter School and I would be pleased             
to see a school of choice in the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Leah Boden 



RefocusED is a 501c3 non-profit - Our mission is to research, develop, study, and refine educational models, practices, curriculum, and programs which 
cultivate healthy, well educated, engaged citizenry who are primed to play an active role in our evolving global society and equipped for the demands of 
the ever-changing workplace. 

 
Research and Development Dedicated to Innovation in Education 
 

November 4, 2020 

The Chartiers Valley School Board 
Chartiers Valley School District  
2030 Swallow Hill Road  
Pittsburgh, PA 15220 

Dear Esteemed Members of the Chartiers Valley School Board, 

As an individual who has worked professionally in the government, corporate, and non-profit sectors, prior to 
becoming an educator, I have a unique perspective on the role schools can play in cultivating citizens and 
building capacity in communities.  It is my goal to see students who actively learn, achieve career credentials, 
secure sustainable employment, and become productive, contributing members of our society.  However, not 
every individual learns in the same way. 

I had the good fortune of working with Beth Opat, President of the Board of Directors for Dogwood Charter 
School, and can attest to her great skills and experience as an educator.  She is a highly effective, caring teacher 
of students with special need, and an informed motivated advocate for children and families who is well aware 
of the deficit of diverse, innovative education options in the Pittsburgh area.   

The Dogwood Charter School, an independent, non-profit, open enrollment, public school, will provide students 
in Kindergarten through Eighth Grade with an educational alternative focused on developing the student in an 
academically challenging learning environment which is nontraditional, inclusive, and utilizes the well-
researched Charlotte Mason method of education.  It is the Dogwood Charter School’s mission to improve 
students’ quality of life through education and prepare them to reach their fullest potential through non-
traditional, academic exploration.  Students will be encouraged to “Think Differently” and use their individual 
talents and gifts to experience learning as it is connected to the real world. 

Over my eighteen-year career as an educator in the state of Pennsylvania, I have seen a gap in students being 
able to achieve in the early grades (K-6) and then fall woefully behind as they enter middle and high school.  
Students are being left by the wayside and not prepared for college and/or career.  This is for a variety of 
reasons, including different learning styles and lack of access to options.  It is Dogwood’s goal to reduce or 
eliminate this gap and provide students with opportunities many elite school students have but most cannot 
afford.   

Every student, regardless of zip code, deserves a high-quality education and the opportunity to reach their full 
potential, and our region’s economic prosperity depends on its schools preparing our students for the needs of 
the ever-changing workplace.  Working together, we can change education so our students can be future-ready!   

Respectfully, 

Maureen Anderson, Ed.D. 
Founder, Principal Researcher, and Consultant, RefocusED  (www.RefocusEDinc.org) 
Mobile Phone:  724-709-3383 
Email:  Anderson@RefocusEDinc.org 



 
OUR MISSION - To provide quality resources free of charge to youth ages 10-18 in the Greater 
Pittsburgh area to maximize their potential through educational and social programming, life skills 
workshops, tutoring, community service opportunities, and licensed counseling. Our programming 
is founded in education and counseling theories focused on developing the social emotional 
learning of students while also engaging them in activities and their community.   

 
 

October 26, 2020 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
I am writing to express my support for Dogwood Charter School. Their mission to offer students a 
unique, tuition- free public education fostering the love of learning and curiosity in an intentional 
environment based on the belief that children are, foremost, persons closely aligns with the mission of 
Brookline Teen Outreach.  
 
As an afterschool non-profit located in and serving the South Hills neighborhoods of Pittsburgh and 
focused on holistic learning and social emotional growth, we value educational choice. Dogwood 
Charter School is being formed by local families who wanted more choices in education for their 
children. We believe that it is essential to have more educational opportunities that have a focus on 
the whole child available to the communities where we live and that we love.  
 
We also appreciate that Dogwood Charter School will provide students with a relational education: a 
philosophy of teaching that focuses on the relationships between the student and the ideas presented 
to them. It respects children as persons, fosters critical thinking, curiosity, relationships, and excellent 
communication skills, and results in inspiring self-education.   
 
I am confident that Dogwood Charter School is a good match for the educational needs in Pittsburgh 
based on our own work in the afterschool space and that it will work well to provide an exceptional 
educational choice to students in our area. I support the approval of Dogwood Charter School to serve 
students in my district and would be pleased to see this school of choice in the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Caitlin McNulty 
Founder/Executive Director 
Brookline Teen Outreach 
520 Brookline Blvd. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15226 
cmcnulty@brooklineeenoutreach.org 
412.254.4590 
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To   Whom   It   May   Concern:   

I   am   writing   this   letter   to   show   my   support   for   Dogwood   Charter   School   and   the  
foundations   in   which   they   are   to   build   this   school.    A   free   public   school   that  
embraces   teaching   children   is   a   way   that   promotes   a   love   of   learning   as   well   as  
mindfulness   is   invaluable.   

Dogwood   Charter   School   will   promote   mindfulness   with   the   Charlotte   Mason  
teaching   style.   Children   are   our   future   and   allowing   them   to   feed   their   curious  
minds   is   the   best   way   to   build   a   strong   foundation   for   learning.     Creating  
relationships   with   books,   talking   with   others   help   promote   creativity   and   spark   a  
love   for   learning   as   opposed   to   daily   worksheets.    Building   lifelong   learners   who   will  
welcome   knowledge   with   open   arms   is   very   important.   

Giving   families   the   opportunity   to   choose   a   different   teaching   method   that   may   fit  
their   child   better   than   the   traditional   methods   is   how   we   start   to   build   a   strong  
community.    Traditional   methods   are   a   struggle   for   some   children.    Choice   is  
everything,   why   not   give   children   the   choice   to   love   learning.   

  

 

Thank   You,  

Tina   Olszewski  

Tina   Olszewski  
Administrative   Assistant  
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Dear Sir or Madame,  
 
 
As a local business owner, I am writing to express my support for Dogwood Charter School. 
 
Dogwood Charter School’s mission to provide a unique, tuition-free, public education that 
fosters the love of learning and curiosity will greatly benefit the community. I believe that it is 
essential to have more educational opportunities in our area that focus on educating the whole 
child. I support making this available to the communities where we live and that we love. 
 
Students learn in many ways, and Dogwood Charter School offers a different education 
experience, focused on ideas and structured development, that will engage the right students in 
a powerful way. Understanding the founding team’s views and passion to do well for all students 
drives our support for Dogwood Charter School. 
 
I support the approval of Dogwood Charter School to serve students in local districts, and would 
be pleased to see this school in the community.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Evan Addams 
Richbarn Roasters 





  
  

December   13,   2020   
  
  

Nancy   Keller   
1233   Sky   Ridge   Drive,   
Pittsburgh,   PA   15241   
  
  

Chartiers   Valley   School   District   
Board   of   Education   
2030   Swallow   Hill   Road   
Pittsburgh,   PA   15220   
  

I’m   writing   to   support   Dogwood   Charter   School,    a   proposed   charter   school   in   the   South   Hills   of   
Pittsburgh.   As   a   parent   of   three   children,   I   understand   first   hand   the   positives   and   negatives   of   
education.    The   Charlotte   Mason   model   brings   a   fresh   approach   based   on   my   experiences   and   
the   diverse   needs   of   my   children.   
  

Dogwood    Charter   Schools   takes   a   student-centered,   whole-child   approach   to   learning.   It   is   an   
innovative   model   based   on   the   ideas   of   Charlotte   Mason,   a   British   educator   and   author.   
Basically   she   believed   that   the   use   of   play,   object   learning,   nature   observation,   and   use   of   the   
five   senses   were   critical   for   a   holistic   education.    A   key   aspect   of   the   Charlotte   Mason   approach,   
“we   believe   that   childrens'   minds   are   capable   of   digesting   real   knowledge,   so   we   provide   a   rich,   
generous   curriculum   that   exposes   children   to   many   interesting,   living   ideas   and   concepts.”   
( www.amblesideonline.org/CM/20Principles.html)   
  

Nationally,   there   are   dozens   of   Charlotte   Mason   schools.   I   support   bringing   the   first   one   to   
Pittsburgh,   Dogwood   Charter   School.     
  

Sincerely   yours,   
  

Nancy   Ke�er   
Nancy   Keller   
  
  



  
  

December   13,   2020   
  

Roy   Nickell   
486   Marietta   Place   
Mt.   Lebanon,   PA   15228   
  

Chartiers   Valley   School   District   
Board   of   Education   
2030   Swallow   Hill   Road   
Pittsburgh,   PA   15220   
  

I’m   writing   to   support   Dogwood   Charter   School,    a   proposed   charter   school   in   the   South   Hills   of   
Pittsburgh.   As   a   parent   of   four   children,   and   five   grandchildren,   I   understand   first   hand   the   
positives   and   negatives   of   a   public   school   education.    The   Charlotte   Mason   model   brings   a   fresh   
approach   based   on   my   experiences   with   my   children.   
  

Dogwood    Charter   Schools   takes   a   student-centered,   whole-child   approach   to   learning.   It   is   an   
innovative   model   based   on   the   ideas   of   Charlotte   Mason,   a   British   educator   and   author.   
Basically   she   believed   that   the   use   of   play,   object   learning,   nature   observation,   and   use   of   the   
five   senses   were   critical   for   a   holistic   education.    An   key   aspect   of   the   Charlotte   Mason   
approach   is   quoted,    "’Education   is   the   science   of   relations’   means   that   children   have   minds   
capable   of   making   their   own   connections   with   knowledge   and   experiences,   so   we   make   sure   the   
child   learns   about   nature,   science   and   art,   knows   how   to   make   things,   reads   many   living   
books….”     (https://www.amblesideonline.org/CM/20Principles.html)   
  

Nationally,   there   are   dozens   of   Charlotte   Mason   schools.   Gillingham   Charter   School   in   Pottsville,   
PA   is   the   location   of   the   one   closest   to   Pittsburgh.    I   support   bringing   the   first   one   to   Pittsburgh,   
Dogwood   Charter   School.     
  

Sincerely   yours,   
  

Roy   D.   Nicke�   
Roy   D.   Nickell   
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