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Advent Joy and Titanic

Almost a quarter-century ago, Titanic was released in theaters worldwide. It
was a huge success. After its release, | heard a number of people speaking
about the film with great disappointment. They hoped that the writers would
have changed the ending so that Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio would
live happily ever after. However, we know the end of that story without ever
seeing the movie. The Titanic has a tragic ending. So what does this have to
do with Advent joy?

You and | live a much more powerful story where we know the ending. Advent
promises us the joy of God’s promise kept. In Jesus’ birth, life, suffering, death,
and resurrection, we have the promise that where Jesus has preceded us, we
are called to follow. We are coming to the end of the third week of Advent,
where we remember the joy to which we are called. God offers us the gift of
eternal life with God, our beloved deceased, and all the faithful - life and love
forever. How could we not rejoice?

From the early days of the Church, St. Iranaeus said that the most infallible
evidence of God in someone’s life is the presence of joy. Jesus, in John’s
gospel, states that he came into the world that we might have joy and that our
joy would be complete. St. Francis de Sales writes that there is not much
worse than a sorry saint. St. Paul tells us to Rejoice in Christ: again, he states,
“| say rejoice.”

Does this mean we ignore or deny all the difficulties, problems, pains, and
sufferings of life? Of course not! Christ chose to experience each one of those
to be one of us. Joy is the conviction that with God, love and life win forever.
You and | win with God forever. We leave the third week of Advent today. Let
us never leave joy behind. Rejoice; be joyful; choose to be a joyful presence in
this world. Our story in Christ has a much better ending than that of the Titanic.
Bring your joy throughout this year and share it freely and abundantly!

Live Jesus!
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Hace casi un cuarto de siglo, la pelicula Titanic se estrend en los cines de todo
el mundo. Fue un enorme éxito. Después de su lanzamiento, escuché a varias
personas hablar sobre la pelicula con gran decepcion. Esperaban que los
escritores hubieran cambiado el final para que Kate Winslet y Leonardo
DiCaprio vivieran felices para siempre. Sin embargo, conocemos el final de
esa historia sin haber visto nunca la pelicula. El Titanic tiene un final tragico.
Entonces, ¢ qué tiene esto que ver con el gozo del Adviento?

Tu y yo vivimos una historia mucho mas poderosa donde conocemos el final.
El Adviento nos promete el gozo de la promesa de Dios cumplida. En el
nacimiento, la vida, el sufrimiento, la muerte y la resurreccion de Jesus
tenemos la promesa de que donde Jesus nos ha precedido, y estamos
llamados a seguirle. Llegando al final de la tercera semana de Adviento donde
recordamos el gozo al que estamos llamados. Dios nos ofrece el regalo de la
vida eterna con El, nuestros amados difunto y todos los fieles: vida y amor
para siempre. ¢ Como no regocijarnos?

Desde los primeros dias de la Iglesia, San Iraneo dijo que la evidencia mas
infalible de Dios en la vida de alguien es la presencia del gozo. Jesus, en el
evangelio de Juan, declara que vino al mundo para que tengamos gozo y que
nuestro gozo sea completo. San Francisco de Sales escribe que no hay nada
peor que un santo arrepentido. San Pablo nos dice que nos regocijemos en
Cristo: de nuevo dice: "Yo digo que se regocijen".

¢, Significa esto que ignoramos o negamos todas las dificultades, problemas,
dolores y sufrimientos de la vida? jPor supuesto que no! Cristo eligié
experimentar a cada uno de ellos como uno de nosotros. La alegria es la
conviccion de que con Dios, el amor y la vida ganan para siempre. Tuy yo
ganamos con Dios para siempre. Hoy dejamos la tercera semana de Adviento.
Nunca dejemos atras la alegria. Alégrense; sean alegres; elijan ser presencia
alegre en este mundo. Nuestra historia en Cristo tiene un final mucho mejor
que la del Titanic. jTrae tu alegria a lo largo de este afio y compartela libre y
abundantemente!

iVive Jesus!
Padre Mated

Fr. Matt sends a regular "Musings" email to share his thoughts with the OLGC Community. You're
receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in these messages. Please
add frhillyard@olgcva.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!

If you know someone who would like to be added to the list have them
email communications@olgcva.org.
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