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Schools Minister visits Outstanding Southam College

Year 9 Bollywood workshop as part of our world inclusivity week

"The last 7 weeks have seen students participating in some
amazing memorable experiences at Southam College."

The last 7 weeks have
seen students
participating in some
amazing memorable
experiences at
Southam College.
Details about some of
these events, for
example The Big Sleep
Out, Global Virtues
Week, and Well-Being
Week are included in this
newsletter. These events
are in addition to our
weekly extra-curricular
provision which includes
a variety of sports clubs
and fixtures, Book Club,
History Club, Craft Club,

Science Club and many
others. In the recently
published Ofsted report
they stated, 'Leaders
organise an array of
memorable experiences.
These widen pupils’
horizons and foster their
interest in the wider
world’. This statement
reflects the amazing work
of staff and students over
the last half term!
Alongside the
participation in
memorable experiences,
students have been
diligently applying
themselves to their
academic studies. They
are embedding positive
learning habits which will
serve them well in the
future and produce
results which they can be
proud of. I must, in
particular, compliment
Year 11 students for the
mature and focussed way
they completed their

recent ‘mock' or PPE
examinations in school.
Preparations for the new
school building have also
progressed well over the
last term, and we are on
track for a completion
date of Autumn 2024. In
the last 7 weeks,
contractors have laid
down the foundations for
the interim two storey
block adjacent to the new
Sports Hall. At the start of
next term this 20classroom building will
start to be placed on site,
and by Easter the
History, MFL, Geography,
Art and Photography
departments will have
moved into the new
building.
In conclusion a busy,
enjoyable and successful
half term.
Have a terrific and safe
holiday.
Mr Samra, Headteacher
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World Inclusivity Week
Southam College held
their annual World
Inclusivity Week from
Friday 22nd October –
Friday 5th November
2021. It was a fantastic
week which included a
range of activities
highlighting our inclusive
community. We have
fantastic highlights and
memories from the week
which began with Southam
College sixth form students
taking part in the Helping
Hands Big Sleepout in
Leamington Spa. The
students did well, and it
gave them a great insight
into the charity and the
work they do in their local
community. Thank you to all
who sponsored us! Year 7
students took part in the
ISKCON Education
Hinduism workshop,
exploring the Hindu faith
and culture. Year 8 students
took part in our Diwali
celebrations with a Diwali
workshop, exploring the
Sikh faith and culture. We
also held a Bollywood

workshop for Year 9
students where they were
able to learn a routine and
perform this. Thank you to
all students who took part in
the local multi-faith poetry
event held in Coventry.
Finally, thank you to all
students, staff and parents/
carers who supported our
Macmillan coffee morning.
Students and staff came
together to raise as much
money as possible to help
support people and families
affected by cancer. Your
donation will make a huge
difference to people’s lives!
Thank you to all students
who sent in a photograph
for our kindness
competition as part of our
celebrations for World
Kindness Day 2021!
Thank you to staff and
students for making it such
a memorable week, your
support on this is greatly
appreciated!
Mrs Thomas
Head of Philosophy and
Ethics

Wellbeing Week
Our whole school “Wellbeing
Week” was based on the NHS
“Five ways to wellbeing”
where evidence suggests five
steps can help to you to feel
more positive, improving
your mental health and
wellbeing. Throughout the
whole week we had information
stalls which were led by
students from the Sixth Form
Wellbeing Team. All students
across the school had a virtual
assembly with 'Kooth' which
provides online mental health
support for Young People.
Monday was our “Be Active”
focus day. We had "Seated
Yoga" sessions for lower school
students and full body yoga
workshops for Sixth Form and
staff. Tuesday was our “Take
notice” focus day where we
welcomed EMHP’s from the
NHS Mental Health in Schools
Team to lead on a workshop but
also we welcomed Mario who is
an Oncology Nurse who
discussed stem cell and bone
marrow donations. For our
“Keep Learning” focus day on
the Wednesday, we were
privileged to have Martyn Scott
who is a tactical incident
commander from the West
Midlands Ambulance service
visit to provide Emergency First
Aid training sessions to our
Sixth Form students. We also
had students volunteering for a
paired reading scheme with our

local residential care home. For
our "Connect" focus day on the
Thursday, over 40 students
from year 7-13 worked together
today to create uplifting
jewellery at lunchtime to be
donated to 'A Gift to Lift' charity,
for patients currently
undergoing treatments for
cancer. We also had a mindset
empowerment coach lead a talk
on self-confidence building. For
our final day on the Friday it
was our “Give” your time, words
and presence focus day.
Hundreds of beautifully written
positive post cards were
delivered to staff and students,
“leaving no lovely word unsaid”.
Our Head students gave up
their time to go on a litter pick
around the school with year 7
volunteers. We ended our week
with lots of smiles and laughter
with our very special furry friend
visitors, Newfoundland therapy
dogs. Students had an
opportunity to hear about the
non for profit organisation,
watch videos, see pictures and
spend quality time with the
dogs. Lower school students
were also able to take part in a
meet and greet and we had a
dog walking session in the
afternoon.
We really hope our students
and staff have had a week of
reflection on the importance of
their own and others' wellbeing
but also that the week has been
a memorable experience for
all.
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NEW BOOKS
History Club have been busy
unboxing the new books that
we recently won as part of the
@penguinnukbooks
#LitInColour competition.
We were so lucky to win 100
books by authors of colour, as
well as 30 copies of Empireland
for our students to read.

Helping Hands BIG Sleepout

The books are available to
borrow from the school library.

Well done to Southam College sixth form students for
taking part in the Helping Hands BIG Sleepout 2021.
Students handled the cold and evening very well. They
listened to a talk which was delivered by the charity
which highlighted the issues surrounding
homelessness, including addiction and abuse.
Thank you to all those who sponsored us.

We raised an amazing…£1000

Year 11 aspiring to A Level Drama workshop
This term we were lucky to host a physical theatre workshop with Coventry based
Theatre Company "Highly Sprung".
In the workshop students learnt to stop saying "I can't" and to be more instinctive
about their approach to building theatre. Their transformation from "I can't" to
literally lifting and flying with each other was breath taking!
Fabulous work Year 11 and we hope you enjoyed this experience to build your
resilience!
Well done. Miss Ferguson, Head of Drama
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#LestWeForget

On November 11th
a t 11 : 0 0 a m o u r
school observed a
two minute silence
to remember
those who have
served and those who
have made the ultimate sacrifice. We are
very grateful to Imogen for playing The Last
Post and to our cadets Will and Ed.

Year 8 History
Mrs Mali's history class, 8SE3,
would like to thank Linda Doyle
from Southam Heritage
Collection for sharing such an
interesting presentation about
the role Southam played in the
English Civil War.
Students had fun learning about
the different soldiers and
uniforms and even had the
chance to dress up and role
play. We even learnt how King
Charles I stayed in the Manor
House in Southam in 1642.
Thank you for taking the time to
visit us and teach us about the
local area's history.

Southam College Christmas Trees
Kindly donated
by Mr Gary Collins of Deppers Bridge
Christmas Trees 07768 594 363
7

Festival of Children's Rights

On Friday 12th November, students from Year 12 and 13 attended the Festival of
Children's Rights at the Amnesty International Headquarters in London. They
attended a number of workshops such as how to campaign, climate crisis and
human rights cases.

Southam College were delighted to get behind the National AntiBullying campaign that took place from Monday 15th to Friday
19th November.
This year's theme was "One Kind Word" which was chosen to
show how little acts of consideration can break down barriers and
brighten the lives of the people around us, especially after the year
of isolation that we have all been through.
We kicked the week off with the "Odd Socks Day" where all students
were encouraged to wear Odd Socks for the day and were given the
chance in tutor time to colour a sock to represent themselves. We
then created a display to show the individuality and uniqueness of all
our students
Throughout the week our Head Students and their leadership team
held drop in and mentoring sessions to provide a safe space for
students to talk through their worries.
We ended the week with our friendship paper chains. This gave
students the chance to think of a kind message or word to write
down and form a colourful paper chain of friendship and kindness!
Thank you to all staff and students for your help and support!

Schools Minister visits Outstanding Southam College

Southam College were pleased to host Baroness
Barran, the Government Schools Minister, and
Andrew Warren, the Regional Schools
Commissioner for the West Midlands. Baroness
Barran and Mr Warren met with school and Trust
leaders and students throughout all year groups. They
were also able to meet the Sixth Form Wellbeing
Society, Year 7 Global Virtues ambassadors, and
observe Year 12 and Year 7 students working together
in a paired reading programme. In addition, they
handed out congratulatory certificates to students who
raised £1000 for a local Homeless Charity by
completing The Big Sleep Out.
Exciting plans and work already completed for the new school were also shared
during the visit.
Mr Samra,"It was a privilege to share the work of students and staff with our
visitors. I know that they were impressed with the ethos of the school and the
environment in which students are provided a platform from which to excel. Our
school ethos and extra-curricular programme of memorable experiences came out
as a real strength of the school."

ZooLab Workshop
Year 9 Geography students had an amazing
day looking at real life examples of animal
adaptations in the rainforest and desert. We
hope it offered students a memorable
experience linked to their Extreme
Environments topic.

Sports News
Future Olympian?
Taekwondo success for Jack
Congratulations to Jack R who passed
his black belt in Taekwondo. He was
graded at Helidon Lakes on Sun 24th
Oct. His instructor, Miss Cassie Oury, is
an ex student from our school. He was
presented with his black belt by grand
master Dave Oliver.

Dynamic Dylan continues to make topflight Progress!
Congratulations to Prop forward Dylan W. for the
continued high level of progression and
performance at Rugby Premiership clubs. He was
scouted for Worcester Warriors developing player
program (DPP): u13-u15. He was then promoted to
Worcester Warriors player developing group (PDG):
u16. He recently left Worcester and joined Wasps
junior academy: u17.
He is hoping to join
Wasps senior academy after completing A-levels.
Dylan is a hard-working prop, who has represented the
school, Harbury RFC: u12-u16 and is currently with
Old Laurentian's: colts (u18s).
It is fantastic to see this young man maturing and showing dedication to his
sport. Well done, Dylan. We are all very proud of your efforts and
achievements.

Congratulations Zach
A massive congratulations to Zach who has just
been retained for another 2 years' contract at
Leicester city academy which will take him to the
start of under 15’s . He works very hard training and
playing games 6 days a week and on his only day off
he chooses to train and play football for the school.
There is a great deal of commitment and dedication
that Zach is showing to reach these elite levels of
performance.
Well done from everyone at Southam College.

Christmas Reading
Recommendations

KS3 The Christmas Wish

When Benedict the donkey arrives at Erin's parents' sanctuary he doesn't fit in and doesn't seem
to want to. But soon there are bigger things to worry about when it seems as though the
sanctuary's under threat. Erin's trying to concentrate on Christmas and the school nativity play.
Then Benedict is given a starring role. Can he steal the show and help them find a way to save
the sanctuary…?

KS3 Lost Christmas

Goose is lost. It's Christmas, his parents are dead and now his dog Mutt has gone missing.
Those around him aren't doing much better. His Uncle Frank's wife has walked out, and his
nan is losing her mind. But then Anthony appears - a man who seems to know everything
about those he meets, but nothing at all about himself. Who is he, how does he know so
much, and can he help Goose and the others recover what they've lost?

KS3 The Night I Met Father Christmas

Jackson knows all about the flying reindeer, he knows about the elves and the secret North Pole
workshop, he knows about the magic that allows Father Christmas to deliver presents around the
world in just one night, but there's one thing he doesn't know ... how did Father Christmas
become Father Christmas? That all changes when, one Christmas Eve, Jackson meets Father
Christmas and hears his incredible story.

KS3 There May Be A Castle

On a frozen Christmas Eve, Mouse Mallory and his family set off across a snow-white valley to
visit his grandparents.
They never arrive …

KS4 All Wrapped Up

Harriet Manners knows a lot about Christmas:
• She knows that every year Santa climbs down 91.8 million chimneys.
• She knows that Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer was almost definitely a girl.
• She knows that the first artificial Christmas trees were made out of goose feathers.
But this Christmas is extra special for Harriet, because four days ago she had her First Ever
Kiss.
Now she just needs to work out what's supposed to happen next . . .

KS4 Christmas at Mistletoe Cove

Growing up on Hope Island, Eden Lancaster always believed that if you wished hard
enough for something, dreams really could come true. But Eden’s greatest wish is also her
biggest secret: she has been completely in love with her childhood friend, the charming and
attractive Dougie Harrison, for as long as she can remember. And he has no idea. This
Christmas could change everything. But can a lifelong friendship really turn into the perfect
romance? And will Eden get the happily ever after she’s always wished for?

KS4 A Christmas Carol

Ebenezer Scrooge is a miserly and mean-spirited old man. He treats family, co-workers, and strangers alike
with distaste. But on Christmas Eve Scrooge receives a visit from the ghost of his dead business partner, Jacob
Marley, who warns Scrooge that unless he learns to be less greedy and self-serving he will be condemned to
wander Earth weighed down with heavy chains.

KS4 Let It Snow

The worst blizzard for fifty years. Three wintry love stories. One magical night.
It's Christmas Eve and Gracetown has been buried by snow. But the weather is more than just an
inconvenience. When one girl unexpectedly steps off a stranded train, she sets off a series of lifechanging events.

HAPs will be awarded for every book review received during the
Christmas holidays, 18th December to 4th January.
You can review any book you have read, and reviews should be 50+ words
please.
Email your reviews to jones.s6@welearn365.com or publish on the
Reading Cloud.
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THANK YOU. . .WE RAISED £

1860

We are delighted to share
our fundraising total from
last week's non-uniform day
- £1860 which will go
towards our Charity of the
Ye a r , t h e P o l e P o l e
Foundation, promoting
conservation and
sustainable development in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo. A huge thank you to
everybody who took part
and gave generously!

Careers Fair
Bilton School • Southam College • Kineton High School

These career events are helping our
students to access information on
the full range of education and
training options and provide them
with the opportunity to engage with
Employers, Colleges, Universities
and Training Providers.

Kineton High School
Thursday 10th February
3.30 - 6.30pm
Bilton School
Thursday 10th March
9.00 - 12.00pm
Southam College
Thursday 10th March
2.30 - 5.00pm

If you would like to attend at least
one of these career events, please
contact Mr Hughes
Mr Hughes
Careers Manager, Stowe Valley MAT

hughes.a1@welearn365.com

SOUTHAM

COLLEGE

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do
so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to
act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine
the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant
the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the
‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed
Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the
parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each
absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will
receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for both children,
this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set
out on the notice, the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s
Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under S444
Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices.
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 31,196 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn term 2019.
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2020

9

