The Colonel Wheeler Review
News and Information for the Colonel Wheeler Family
Fall 2021 Issue
Within
each season, we take great pride in highlighting our students, programs, and activities that
Calendar
our students participate in. With support from our families and community, we believe The Colonel
has something for all of our students to be a part of: community service, academic competitions,
athletic participation, and networking within the City of Crown Point. We believe all students are capable, and we strongly encourage all of them (nearly 1,000) to get involved.
Colonel Wheeler Middle School is fortunate to have a community network consisting of dedicated
teachers and staff, connected families, and stakeholders who put our students first. It is a total team
effort for all of our children to become the people we know they can be. We appreciate and thank
every role that has contributed to the growth of our students, our school, and our community. Our
fall newsletter is our first seasonal update including just a few of the great things that happen at The
Colonel on a daily basis. Please join us in celebrating such a wonderful group of students and certainly a school community that puts students first. As always, let’s make it a great day to be a Bulldog!
Mr. Jacob Rodriguez

A few of our Exceptional Education
students, along with Mr. Jurczak and Mrs.
Robledo, enjoyed delivering special Halloween treat bags to various staff members throughout the building.

Jacob Rodriguez, Principal
jrodriguez@cps.k12.in.us
David C. Vode, Asst. Principal
dvode@cps.k12.in.us
Misty Scheuneman, Asst. Principal
mscheuneman@cps.k12.in.us
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH RECIPIENTS/September

SEPTEMBER
6th Grade

7th Grade

8th Grade

Karam Erbini

Austin Holcomb

Leo Obetkovski

Ella Liss

Aaron Josephson

Eleni Paramantigis

Parker Monix

Riley Kreith

Zaid Tadros

Alexis VanVolkenburgh

Abigayle Procanin

Ansley Ward

CJWMS Students of the Month are recognized for doing what is right both inside and outside of the classroom. They are recognized for outstanding characteristics such as being
respectful and kind, being responsible and prepared for class, academic success, and
having a positive attitude while putting forth good effort. Each grade level selects approximately four students each month. The students receive an award certificate, a special
dog tag, and recognition in our newsletters. Our September Students of the Month are
found below and the October/November Students of the Month are reflected on the following pages.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH RECIPIENTS/October

OCTOBER
6th Grade

7th Grade

8th Grade

Palyn Burk

Fletcher Dickinson

Brandon Boling

Daisy Huizar

Andy Drake

Mason Erbini

Henry Jones

Elaine Gao

Abby Hall

Aaifa Qamar

AJ Holloway

Zoe Smith

Jacob Vlachos

Jad Tadros

STUDENT OF THE MONTH RECIPIENTS/November

NOVEMBER
6th Grade

7th Grade

8th Grade

Boomsma, Carson

Crane, Kiera *

Franczak, Olivia

De Gortari, Gabe

DeVaney, Christian

Moore, Austin

Papadakis, Helene

Gilvydis, Cole

Plumer Sebastian

Sims, Audrina

Jamison, Maddox

Vigil, Victoria

Schafer, Drew

*not pictured

Student Behavior Incentives—1st Quarter

Over 700 students received a special treat during lunch periods for not having
any signatures on their first quarter behavior chart. This means that our students are following good conduct protocol, work well with others, are prepared
for class, and following student handbook rules!

Guidance Department

If there was ever a time to be kind, it’s right now. At CJWMS, we are spreading positive energy with the creation of our interactive Acts of Kindness board. Students are
invited to take a positive message from the board and share their own acts of kindness with others. We are proud to see our students have the chance to influence our
school culture in positive ways!

Andrea Day, School Counselor (A-L)
aday@cps.k12.in.us
Kim Doolin, Home School Facilitator (M-Z)
kdoolin@cps.k12.in.us
Halie Gonlag, Social/Emotional Learning
hgonlag@cps.k12.in.us
Valerie Graves, Intern
vgraves@cps.k12.in.us

“Welcome to Wheeler” BREAKFAST
On Monday, September 20th, the
students new to Wheeler were
invited to attend a breakfast hosted by our school to help the students get comfortable with other
new students and our School
Ambassadors. Our School Ambassadors helped the students
by showing them around the
school, helped with their lockers,
and assisted them with their
needs until they felt comfortable
in their new school surroundings.
The students enjoyed their time
together socializing, played Bingo, meeting new friends, and
having breakfast provided by our
Cafeteria staff.

JA Chambertown—8th Grade

On Friday, November 5th, the Crossroads Regional Chamber of Commerce, hosted JA Chambertown for 8th grade students from Taft and Wheeler. Students have been studying career building during their Advisory classes for the last several weeks. They had the opportunity
to learn about finances, budgeting, credit/debit cards, credit reports, and spending habits. Volunteers from our local business community and various high school students assisted the students in entering a career with a salary and budgeting skills.

Red Ribbon Week

AND THE WINNERS ARE:
During the annual Red Ribbon Week, students in our Advisory classes were busy creating anti-drug messages for their classroom doors. The students enjoyed applying their
art skills in creating drug prevention messages. All the doors were very nicely decorated
and the top three were from the Advisory Classes of Mrs. Govan, Mrs. Pineda and Mr.
Lemon.
Other drug prevention activities included students dressing in different attire every day of
the week with a concentration on a different theme each day. We appreciated the enthusiasm the students showed for such an important topic.

Mrs. Govan

Mr. Lemon

Mrs. Pineda

6th Grade

6th Grade

FACS

Broadcasting Committee—Mrs. Newell
ria Center houses more than 1210.

10.27.2021 Video

https://live.myvrspot.com/iframe?
v=YTMxMmE5NTM0ZGFjYzhlZjlmMzlhYjFiMzJkODAxMjIdents. offers
a quiet

11.11.2021 Video
https://live.myvrspot.com/iframe?v=OGQ3NjVmNGY1NDgzOTUzNzRmZjFhMTJiNThiYTQ3YWM

Broadcast Committee Members

Aiden Hetler Rogers, Andrew Zenere, Brooklyn Blomquist, Carter Hupke, Chloe Stewart, Daisy
Huizar, Finn Ryder, Jordan Meyer, Jude Henson, Michael Carlson, Michael Pasternak, Miley
Keilman, Morgan Slazyk, Noah Bouton, Payton Jorgensen, Payton Lewis, Shane Coennen,
Sidra Safadi, Sophia Picazo, Trent Josleyn, Victoria Wilber, Addison Tabor, Myah King, Bethany Lozano, Ariel Allison

Orchestra—Mr. Zemelko

The Wheeler Orchestra is off to a great start this year. The students performed their annual Halloween Strings costume concert and it was a huge success. They did frighteningly well at playing bone
rattling, soul shaking sounds and looked fantastic in their costumes. Special thanks to Ruby Lipari
on drums, Sophia Rubio on piano, and Abbey Edwards, CPHS orchestra intern, for adding their talents to the experience!!!
Congratulations to 7th grade orchestra students Lena Campbell (violin), Ellie Wartman (violin), and
Bernie Perea (bass) on being selected for the Norther\\n Indiana All Region Honor Orchestra! They
will travel to Elkhart High School on Saturday, November 13 and spend the day making music with
other top performers from the northern part of the state. They will be featured in a concert at the
end of the day to showcase their hard work. Good luck and bravo! The Sounds of the Season Holiday Strings Concert is right around the corner on December 2, 2021 at 6:30 pm in the Wheeler Auditeria.

Classroom Activities
PE All-Star Student of the Month
In Physical Education, we will be starting a PE All-Star Student of the Month award. Each month, mentors and teachers will vote for a student who they believe have the qualities of a “PE All-Star”. These
qualities include: leadership, kindness, helping others, sportsmanship, a hard worker, fairness, citizenship and being respectful. Congratulations to our nominees and also the students who were chosen to
represent the PE department as the All-Star Students of the Month!
August: Alyssa Walzak and Dylan Cooper
September: Jody Zentz and Carter Phutawon

October: Elyse Symington and Javier Salas

6th grade Science
Sixth grade students have been studying how the Sun-Earth-Moon affects one another. In this simulation, the students had to manipulate objects representing the sun and moon to find evidence on why the
moon appears to be illuminated. The learning goal of this Unit is to be able to explain what causes the
phases of the moon. The students had fun using their phone flashlight app as a resource to represent the
sun.

7th Grade Science
Mrs. Vagner’s students participated in a “teach the teacher” assignment. Students shared an experiment
with the classes. Abdel Ali showed the class that an egg will float in salt water and sinks in normal water. Abdel related his experiment to the Dead Sea and told students that, due to its high salt content, people can float in the Dead Sea.

8th Grade Math

8th grade students are busy Collecting, Organizing, and Analyzing Data! Students had to determine if
the new roller coaster, Newton’s Revenge, would be safe for all thrill riders. They collected and organized
data to determine the potential danger of riding the roller coaster. They had to consider how to determine
whether the tunnel on Newton’s Revenge was safe for any rider, no matter how tall. They had to discuss
the following: What is the problem about? What is it asking them to do? What information can help answer the question? And how can you get the information you need?
Students measured each other twice. First they measured their height, then their reach from a seated
position. They recorded their height in inches on a table then graphed their height and reach height. Students noticed that the graph was positive, could be linear, and the roller coaster was safe for all.

Extracurricular
NJHS—Community Outreach
Thank you to all NJHS participants who brought in food for the local non-profit organization Buddy Bags.
The students brought in an abundance of food and Mrs. Maas and Mrs. Croell are so proud of the amazing
number of donations that came in this year. Buddy Bags is an organization that provides food for families
in need within our school systems. Buddy Bags is located in all of Crown Point Elementary Schools and
Middle Schools as well as many other school systems within Lake and Porter Counties. If you are interested in participating in Buddy Bags, please contact our Main Office for further information.
The NJHS students also collected donations of white
tube socks for our local Veterans and are currently colleting various items for children who reside at the Campagna Academy for the Christmas holiday. Various
items to donate include: Playing Cards, Uno, Phase 10,
Skip-Bo, Board Games, Lego Sets, Puzzles, Stuffed Animals, Crossword Puzzles, Comic Books, Socks,
Gloves, Hats, Basketballs, and clothing. We appreciate
the community outreach efforts from our students.

Student Council/Builder's Club - Food Drive
Our Student Council and Builder's Club participants collected items for our Thanksgiving Food Drive.
After school, they made a special trip to Café Fresco to deliver all the donations.

Builders Club held a Halloween Pop Sale during student lunches and collected over $200. The proceeds
of this sale will go to Adopting a Family for the Holidays program. Locker Grams were made up for Halloween.

Spell Bowl
Congratulations to our Spell Bowl team for being a qualifier in the 37th Annual Indiana Academic Spell
Bowl State Finals which were held on Saturday, November 13th at the Loeb Playhouse on the Purdue
University West Lafayette campus. Mrs. Stoller was proud of the students and their hard work which
qualified them for this competition.

Cross Country

On Saturday, September 25th, the Colonel Wheeler boys and girls cross country teams raced 40 different
schools at the prestigious Culver Invitational. The girls team battled their way to a 3rd place overall finish
and the boys team took 8th. Leading the way for the bulldogs and earning medals were Sophia Maldonado,
Everly Pycraft, Olivia Cornell, Jacob Metzger, Sebastian Plumer, Landon Burnett, Weston Stephens and
Myah Nelson.
Currently on the year, the 7th grade girls are undefeated and the 6th grade boys, 8th grade girls and 8th
grade boys are all 4-1. Leading the way so far for each grade is Abi Mellis, Jake Metzger, Sophia Maldonado, Dylan Cooper, Chase Dorin, Grace Mellis and Reily Beach. Boys conference championship was held
on 10/13 @ Maple Lake County Park, Hobart and the girls conference meet was on 10/14 @ Woodland
Park, Portage.
At the conference championship meet, the 6th grade boys, 6th grade girls, 7th grade girls and 8th grade girls
all finished conference champion runner-up. The 7th and 8th grade boys finished 3rd and 4th.
-Sophia Maldonado won the individual conference championship title!
-Everly Pycraft, Olivia Cornell, Chase Dorin and Jake Metzger finished all-conference.

Volleyball—2021/2022 (7th Grade)

7th Grade
Mia Muvceski

Emily Walters

Emma James

Campbell Nowlin

Maria Ising

Aleena Segrest

Sophia Orga

Josie Mikrut

Caitlin Nerney

Erika Schneider

Addison Howe

Kassidy Rhodes

Camryn Hadt

Miley Keilman

Breanna Dominguez

Camila Odle

Maybelle Gruett

COACHED BY: Alexandria Collins/Reece Kral

Volleyball—2021/2022 (8th Grade)

Payton Cholewa

Isabella Del Real

Juliana Vargas

Bree Papp

Kalyana Pagan

Jenna Musleh

Victoria Vigil

Aaliyah Menchaca

Nysani Coon

Madison Slazyk

Rachel Herman

Emily Gonzalez

Emma Avery

Kendall Gross

Jayd Ferry

Kennedy Snow

Gabrielle Garrison

Maddisyn Leluga

The
Our 8th grade volleyball team had a great season. They played hard from the start of the season until the
last game. They were edged out in the conference championship by Taft Middle School. The teams rallied
together to play some great volleyball all season long.

Coached by: Greg Welch/Hannah Brauner

Dance Team 2021/2022

Leah LaRusso
Gabriela Rivera
Riley Kreith
Madilyn Pavicich
Caroline H. Condes
Josephine Metlov

Ma'Rae Wallace
Ally Steagall

Coached by: Tammy Betz and Kelly McCarthy

Cheer Team 2021/2022
2021-2022 CJWMS Cheerleading Team
Kennedie Borucki
Sofija Brboric
Maliyah Brown
Lily Campbell
Addyson Carpenter
Marlana Hamline
Aubrey Ruffle
Ashlyn Stok
Cambrie Szara
Elizabeth Wartman

Coached by: Jaimie Crile/Coach Saira Nickla

