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WELCOME | From the Dean of Academic Affairs

From the Dean of Academic Affairs
Spring/Summer 2022
Dear Holderness Families,
Families new to our community, welcome to Holderness School! This letter is intended to help you
select and sign up for correct courses via the myHOLDERNESS Portal (please see our instructions on page
5). I suggest familiarizing yourselves with the Portal, as it will be the key source of information
throughout the year. Returning families, your children have already selected courses with the help of
their advisors, but we welcome you to discuss and ponder their choices. There is certainly time to make
changes before the school year begins, and you will find that we have added courses and revised our
curriculum as we do each year.
Ninth Graders, please note that you will all enroll in the school’s English 9: Humanities course (for the
year). Ninth graders are also required to take Foundations of Modern Society, a semester-length history
course, as well as an introductory level Performing or Visual Arts course..
Tenth graders, please note that you will be required to take a year of US History. Most students will opt
to take US History 1 in the fall semester and then select a seminar from the US History 2 options in the
spring. All of these options are outlined in this Curriculum Guide and within the Course Requests in the
Portal. Tenth graders are also required to take one quarter of Human Development, a course that
requires no homework but is essential in addressing the developmental needs of our students.
Many students have started a language prior to ninth grade and each school labels its foreign language
levels differently. Please bear in mind that often foreign language courses in junior high school move
gently through content; in general, we counsel you to consider each year of junior high language as a half
year of high school foreign language. In order to double check your level selection, new students will
meet with the language teachers during your first week on campus.
Of course, each school has its own system of sequencing and each student has individual needs. I ask
that you give our materials a thorough read, then of course contact me if you have any individual
questions.

Peter Durnan
Dean of Academic Affairs
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WELCOME | How to Sign Up for Courses & Planning Documents

How to Sign Up for Courses
●

●
●
●
●

Log into the myHOLDERNESS Portal.
○ If you are a student, hover over “My Day” in the light blue banner and select “Course
Requests” from the dropdown menu.
○ If you are a parent, hover over your child’s name in the light blue banner bar and select
“Course Requests” from the dropdown menu. (If you have multiple children, you must
hover over “Children,” select your child’s name from the dropdown menu, and then
navigate to their Course Request tab).
Review the course requirements at the top of the page.
Scroll down to view our departments and courses—you can click on the course names to reveal
the course description.
Request your classes and make sure to click the blue “Save” button at the bottom.
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to Peter Durnan at
pdurnan@holderness.org or (603) 779-5305.

Planning Documents
To help you in your course sign ups, we have created a 2022-23 Course Plan worksheet as well as a
Course Detail worksheet. Click the images below to open the printable sheets.
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Clarifying Levels of Courses

Beginning with the class of 2025 transcripts at Holderness will list “Course Codes” which will include a
Departmental Code (i.e. HIST for history and MATH for math) and a number between 100-699. The first
digit corresponds with the level of the course which is further explained below, the second digit signifies
an honors class if it is above 50 and the third digit is simply a course identifier and does not indicate a
specific “level”. We believe this will further support our students in the college admissions process to
clarify their courses. It also allows us to demonstrate the rigor of a course without the term A.P; this may
be particularly useful for a course such as Linear Algebra—a post AP Calculus BC course—or
Enlightenment and Romanticism, a semester-elective often taken by students as a follow-up to A.P. Euro.
In 2021-22 we began using this language internally as well to inform course sign ups, support clear
homework expectations and more generally indicate the rigor of a course (see chart below). The terms
“honors”, “advanced” and “Advanced Placement” will remain in the titles of the courses.

LEVEL

DESCRIPTION

Level 1 = Courses that introduce a subject or discipline, typically
100
taken by 9th or 10th grade students.
Level 2 = Courses that are second in a sequence, typically taken by
200 9th or 10th grade students and open to 11th grade students.
Level 3 = Courses that are third in a sequence, or elective courses
300
typically taken by 11th and 12th grade students.
Level 4 = Courses that are fourth in a sequence, or some elective
400
courses typically taken by 11th and 12th grade students.
Level 5 = Courses that are equivalent to college freshman classes,
500
sometimes indicated by preparation for an AP.
Level 6 = Courses that would be taken for a major, or typically taken
600
after the first year of college. Has a 500 prerequisite.
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AVERAGE
HOMEWORK
30-45 min
30-45 min
30-45 min
45-50 min
60-75 min
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS | Guidelines

Guidelines

SUBJECT AREA

English
Foreign Language

REQUIREMENT

Four years
Two consecutive years of the same language
Two years, including Foundations of Modern Society as a
History
9th grader and either US History 1&2 or Advanced History
of the West
Two years, including one year of life science and one year
Science
of physical science
Mathematics
Three years, including Geometry and Algebra II
Fine Arts
Two semesters
One quarter; required
for 10 th graders (students who
Human Development
th
enroll after 10 grade are exempt)
Theology & Religious Studies One semester
Capstone
Full year required for 12th graders (full credit)
Students are required to take five full-credit courses during any year or term. This requirement applies to
all students in all years, even when students have repeated a year of high school. A course in the Fine
Arts counts as a full-credit course, with the exception of Vocal Performance or Band, which may be taken
as a sixth course. Human Development is also taken as a sixth course. Students who feel that the
five-course load is too burdensome during any particular term must submit their request to the
Academic Committee to carry a four-course load for that term. Requests will be considered only for
students in extreme circumstances. Interested in AP classes? Please see the AP Program section.
Students considering application to selective colleges should plan to take:
● 4 years of English
● 3+ years of History (4 if interested in highly selective colleges); AP Economics recommended if
interested in Business/Economics programs
● 4 years of Math; at least up to Calculus if interested in Engineering programs; at least up to
Calculus/AP Statistics if interested in Business and/or Pre-Health programs
● 4 years of Science; at least up to Physics if interested in Engineering programs; AP Biology
recommended if interested in Pre-Health programs
● 3+ years of the same Foreign Language; 4 years if interested in highly selective colleges
● 2 semesters of Art; AP Art & Design recommended if interested in design and/or architecture
● 1 semester of Theology & Religious Studies
● 1 year of Capstone; connect to college interests and/or ways to make a positive impact
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English

COURSE OFFERINGS

CODE
COURSE
ENG 101 English 9: Humanities
ENG 201
ENG/THEO
403
ENG 408
ENG 409
ENG 411
ENG 412
ENG/THEO
413
ENG 414
ENG 416

English 10: Global Literature
AES: The Bible as Literature
AES: Creative Writing
AES: The Literature of Sports
AES: Unreal Books: Magical Realism
in Contemporary Lit.
AES: The Detective Story:
Reimagining the Noir Genre for the
21st Century
AES: The Spiritual Memoir
AES: The Short Story
AES: Frauds, Scoundrels, and
Villains: Morality & the Anti-Hero in
Modern Fiction
AES: Playwriting

Year

NOTES
9th grade requirement

Year

10th grade requirement

LENGTH

Semester Co-listed in Theology
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester Co-listed in Theology
Semester
Semester

ENG/ART
Semester Co-listed in Art
417
th &
to
qualified
11
ENG 501 AP English Language & Composition Year Open
12th graders; see AP reqs
to qualified 12th
ENG 601 AP English Literature & Composition Year Open
graders; see AP reqs
** AES stands for Advanced English Seminar

8 | Holderness School Curriculum and Registration Guide

COURSE OFFERINGS | World Languages

French
CODE
LANG 101
LANG 201
LANG 301
LANG 401
LANG 501

COURSE

French 1
French 2
French 3
French 4
AP French Language & Culture

LENGTH
NOTES
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year See AP requirements

Mandarin Chinese
CODE
LANG 102
LANG 202
LANG 302
LANG 402
LANG 552

COURSE
Mandarin Chinese 1
Mandarin Chinese 2
Mandarin Chinese 3
Mandarin Chinese 4
Mandarin Chinese 5

LENGTH
NOTES
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year Honors level course

COURSE

LENGTH
NOTES
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year See AP requirements
Year See AP requirements

Spanish
CODE
LANG 103
LANG 203
LANG 303
LANG 403
LANG 503
LANG 603

Spanish 1
Spanish 2
Spanish 3
Spanish 4
AP Spanish Language
AP Spanish Literature
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History

CODE
HIST 101
HIST 201
HIST 202
HIST 203
HIST 205

HIST 206
HIST/THEO
207
HIST 301
HIST 302
HIST 401
HIST 402
HIST 403
HIST 404
HIST 405
HIST 501
HIST 502
HIST 503
HIST 504
HIST 551
HIST 601

COURSE
Foundations of Modern Society
US History 1
US History 2: 20 th Century Conflicts
US History 2: A Bigger Government:
The Great Depression & The New Deal
US History 2: Remember the Ladies!:
American Women’s History
US History 2: An African American
History for Today
US History 2: History of Christianity in
America
Ancient Greece
Intro to Philosophy
Psychology 1
Psychology 2
The Modern Middle East
The Culture and Economics of Food
The Politics and Technology of Food
AP US/AP European History: Advanced
History of the West 1
AP US/AP European History: Advanced
History of the West 2
AP Economics
Enlightenment & Romanticism
AP European History
AP Comparative Government & Politics
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NOTES
Semester 9th grade requirement
Semester
Semester Prerequisite: US History 1
Semester Prerequisite: US History 1
LENGTH

Semester Prerequisite: US History 1
Semester Prerequisite: US History 1
US History 1
Semester Prerequisite:
Co-listed in Theology
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Year See AP requirements
Year

See AP requirements
History credit; Staffed by
Math depart.; see AP reqs

Year
Semester
Year See AP requirements
Year See AP requirements

COURSE OFFERINGS | Science

Science
CODE
SCI 101
SCI 201
SCI 251

COURSE

LENGTH
NOTES
Biology
Year
Chemistry
Year
only for students who
Honors Chemistry
Year Recommended
are very strong in math and science
for students who are at
SCI 301 Physics
Year Recommended
the Precalculus level of math or above
MATH/SCI STEM Robotics 1
Must have completed Biology;
Semester
305
Co-listed in Math
for students who are at
SCI 351 Honors Physics
Year Recommended
the Precalculus level of math or above
have completed Biology &
SCI 401 Environmental Science
Year Must
Chemistry
have completed Biology &
SCI 402 Exercise Physiology
Semester Must
Chemistry
have completed Biology &
SCI 404 Nutrition
Semester Must
Chemistry
MATH/SCI STEM Robotics 2
have completed STEM
Semester Must
405
Robotics 1; Co-listed in Math
SCI 501 AP Biology
Year See AP requirements
SCI 502 AP Environmental Science Year See AP requirements
have completed Physics & AP
SCI 503 AP Physics C: Mechanics
Year Must
Calculus; see AP requirements
Physics C: Electricity
have completed AP Physics C:
SCI 601 AP
Year Must
& Magnetism
Mechanics; see AP requirements
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COURSE OFFERINGS | Mathematics

Mathematics
CODE
MATH 101
MATH 151
MATH 201
MATH 251
MATH 301
MATH/SCI
305
MATH 351
MATH 352
MATH 401
MATH / SCI
405
MATH 421
MATH 501
MATH 502
MATH 503
HIST 503
MATH 551
MATH 552
MATH 601
MATH 602

COURSE
Algebra 1
Geometry
Algebra 2
Honors Algebra 2
Precalculus

LENGTH
NOTES
Year
Year
Year Must have completed Geometry
Year
have completed Geometry &
Year Must
Algebra 2
have completed Biology &
STEM Robotics 1
Semester Must
Chemistry; Co-listed in Science
Honors Precalculus
Year
Advanced Precalculus
Year
Topics in Mathematics
Year Must have completed Algebra 2
have completed STEM Robotics
STEM Robotics 2
Semester Must
1; Co-listed in Math
Calculus
Year Must have completed Precalculus
AP Calculus AB
Year See AP requirements
AP Statistics
Year See AP requirements
have completed Geometry &
AP Computer Science A
Year Must
Algebra 2; see AP requirements
as History credit; Staffed by
AP Economics
Year Counts
Math depart.; see AP requirements
AP Calculus BC
Semester See AP requirements
(Semester)
AP Calculus BC (Full-Year) Year See AP requirements
on a rotating basis with
Differential Equations
Semester Offered
MATH 602 - not offered in 2022-23
on a rotating basis with
Linear Algebra
Semester Offered
MATH 601 - offered in 2022-23
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Performing Arts
CODE
ART 101
ART 104
ART 201
ART 202
ART 204
ART 303
ART 304
ART 305
ART 403
ENG/ART 417

COURSE
Experimental Music
Intro to Acting
Vocal Performance
Band
Creative Movement
Music Production
Live Mic—Storytelling, Spoken Word, & Slam!
Acting & Scene Study
Performance Ensemble
Advanced English Seminar: Playwriting

Visual Arts
CODE
ART 106
ART 107
ART 108
ART 109
ART 110
ART 206
ART 208
ART 209
ART 210
ART 308
ART 309
ART 310
ART 506
ART 507
ART 508

COURSE
Studio Practices I
2D Digital Design
3D Foundations
Photography I
Filmmaking I
Studio Practices II
Ceramics II
Photography II
Filmmaking II
Ceramics III
Photography III
Filmmaking III
AP 2D Art & Design
AP Drawing
AP 3D Art & Design

LENGTH
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Year
Year
Year

LENGTH

NOTES

Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Year
Semester Co-listed in English
NOTES

Must have completed 3D Foundations

See AP requirements
See AP requirements
See AP requirements
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COURSE OFFERINGS | Theology & Religious Studies, Human Development & Capstone

Theology & Religious Studies
CODE
THEO 201
HIST/THEO
207
ENG/THEO
403
ENG/THEO
413

COURSE
World Religions
US History 2: History of
Christianity in America
AES: The Bible as Literature

LENGTH
NOTES
Semester
Semester Co-listed in History

AES: Spiritual Memoir

Semester Co-listed in English

Semester Co-listed in English

*AES = Advanced English Seminar

Human Development
CODE
COURSE
HEALTH 201 Human Development

LENGTH
NOTES
Quarter See below

Human Development is offered as a quarter course, required only for 10th grade students. This course
may be taken as a sixth course for one quarter of the 10th grade year. Students who have taken a very
similar course at another school in 9th or 10th grade may petition to have their course accepted in lieu
of Human Development. Health courses prior to 9th grade may not replace Health 201.

Capstone
CODE
COURSE
CAPSTONE 201 Capstone

LENGTH
NOTES
Year See below

Capstone is a required year-long independent research course for 12th graders.
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COURSE PROGRESSION

Suggested Courses for Grade 9

Students are required to take five courses each semester. The following are guidelines for course
selection by grade.

SUBJECT

CODE

English
ENG 101
101 or 201
Foreign LANG
LANG
or 202
Language LANG 102
103 or 203
History
HIST 101
Science
SCI 101
MATH 101
Math
MATH 150
ART 101
ART 104
ART 106
ART 107
Fine Arts
ART 108
ART 109
ART 110
ART 201
ART 202

COURSE

English 9: Humanities
French 1 or French 2
Mandarin Chinese 1 or Mandarin Chinese 2
Spanish 1 or Spanish 2
Foundations of Modern Society
Biology
Algebra I
Geometry
Experimental Music
Intro to Acting
Studio Practices I
2D Digital Design
3D Foundations
Photography I
Filmmaking I
Vocal Performance (may be taken as sixth course)
Band (may be taken as sixth course)
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Suggested Courses for Grade 10
Students are required to take five courses each semester, plus Human Development for one quarter.
Students may propose to take more or fewer classes by writing a formal proposal to the Academic
Committee. An * indicates special requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section.

SUBJECT

English
Foreign
Language

CODE

ENG 201
LANG 201 or 301
LANG 202 or 302
LANG 203 or 303
HIST 201 & 202-205;
OR
HIST 501

COURSE

English 10: Global Literature
French 2 or French 3
Mandarin Chinese 2 or Mandarin Chinese 3
Spanish 2 or Spanish 3
US History 1 AND US History 2 Seminar;
OR
History
AP US/AP European History: Advanced History of the
West 1*
SCI 201
Chemistry (must have completed Biology)
Science
SCI 251
Honors Chemistry (must be strong in math & science)
MATH 201
Algebra 2 (must have completed Geometry)
MATH
251
Honors Algebra 2 (must be strong in math)
Math
MATH 301 or 351 Precalculus or Honors Precalculus (must be very strong
in math)
Theology &
THEO 201
World Religions
Religious
THEO 207
US History 2: History of Christianity in America
Studies
Other
HEALTH 201 Human Development (required quarter course)
ART 101 or 303 Experimental Music OR Music Production
ART 104 or 204 Intro to Acting OR Creative Movement
ART 106 or 206 Studio Practices I OR Studio Practices II
ART 107
2D Digital Design
Fine Arts ART 108 or ART 208 3D Foundations OR Ceramics II
ART 109 or 209 Photography I OR Photography II
ART 110 or 210 Filmmaking I OR Filmmaking II
ART 201
Vocal Performance (may be taken as sixth course)
ART 202
Band (may be taken as sixth course)
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Suggested Courses for Grade 11
Students are required to take five courses each semester. Students may propose to take more or fewer
classes by writing a formal proposal to the Academic Committee. An * indicates special requirements—
please see the Advanced Placement Program section.

SUBJECT

CODE

ENG 401-408
English
ENG 501
301, 401 or 501
Foreign LANG
LANG
402 or 502
Language LANG 302,
303, 403 or 503

HIST 501
HIST 601
HIST 503
HIST 551
HIST 301
HIST 504
History
HIST 302
HIST 401
HIST 402
HIST 403
HIST 404
HIST 405
SCI 201 or 251
SCI 301 or 351
SCI 503
SCI 401
Science
SCI 501
SCI 402
SCI 404
MATH/SCI 305
MATH 201 or 251
MATH 301, 351 or 352
MATH 421
MATH 501
MATH
or 551 or 552
Math
MATH 601 or 602
MATH 401
MATH 503
MATH 502
MATH/SCI 305
Theology & ENG/THEO 403
Religious
ENG/THEO 413
Studies

Fine Arts

COURSE

Advanced English Seminars
AP English Language & Composition*
French 3, French 4, or AP French Language & Culture*
Mandarin 3, Mandarin 4, or Mandarin 5
Spanish 3, Spanish 4, or AP Spanish Language*
AP US/AP European History: Advanced History of the West 1*
AP Comparative Government & Politics*
AP Economics* (staffed by Math department)
AP European History*
Ancient Greece
Enlightenment & Romanticism
Intro to Philosophy
Psychology 1
Psychology 2
The Modern Middle East
The Culture and Economics of Food
The Politics and Technology of Food
Chemistry or Honors Chemistry
Physics or Honors Physics
AP Physics C: Mechanics*
Environmental Science or AP Environmental Science*
AP Biology*
Exercise Physiology
Nutrition
STEM Robotics 1
Algebra 2 or Honors Algebra 2
Precalculus, Honors Precalculus or Advanced Precalculus
Calculus
AP Calculus AB*
AP Calculus BC* (semester or full-year)
Differential Equations or Linear Equations
Topics in Mathematics
AP Computer Science A*
AP Statistics*
STEM Robotics 1
Advanced English Seminar: The Bible as Literature
Advanced English Seminar: Spiritual Memoir
All courses are available to 11th grade students
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Suggested Courses for Grade 12

Students are required to take five courses each semester. Students may propose to take more or fewer
classes by writing a formal proposal to the Academic Committee. An * indicates special requirements—
please see the Advanced Placement Program section.

SUBJECT

CODE

ENG 401-408
English
ENG 501 or 601
LANG 401 or 501
Foreign
LANG 402 or 502
Language LANG
403, 503 or 603

HIST 501
HIST 601
HIST 503
HIST 551
HIST 301
HIST 504
History
HIST 302
HIST 401
HIST 402
HIST 403
HIST 404
HIST 405
SCI 301 or 351
SCI 503
SCI 601
SCI 401
Science
SCI 501
SCI 402
SCI 404
MATH/SCI 305 or 405
MATH 301, 351 or 352
MATH 421
MATH 501
MATH or 551 or 552
MATH 601 or 602
Math
MATH 401
MATH 503
MATH 502
MATH/SCI 305 or 405
Theology & ENG/THEO 403
Religious
ENG/THEO 413
Studies

Fine Arts
Other

CAPSTONE 501

COURSE

Advanced English Seminars
AP English Lang & Comp*, or AP English Lit & Comp*
French 4 or AP French Language & Culture*
Mandarin 4 or Mandarin 5
Spanish 4 or AP Spanish Language* or AP Spanish Literature*
AP US/AP European History: Advanced History of the West 2*
AP Comparative Government & Politics*
AP Economics* (staffed by Math department)
AP European History*
Ancient Greece
Enlightenment & Romanticism
Intro to Philosophy
Psychology 1
Psychology 2
The Modern Middle East
The Culture and Economics of Food
The Politics and Technology of Food
Physics or Honors Physics
AP Physics C: Mechanics*
AP Physics C: Electricity & Magnetism*
Environmental Science or AP Environmental Science*
AP Biology*
Exercise Physiology
Nutrition
STEM Robotics 1 or STEM Robotics 2
Precalculus, Honors Precalculus or Advanced Precalculus
Calculus
AP Calculus AB*
AP Calculus BC* (semester or full-year)
Differential Equations or Linear Equations
Topics in Mathematics
AP Computer Science A*
AP Statistics*
STEM Robotics 1 or STEM Robotics 2
Advanced English Seminar: The Bible as Literature
Advanced English Seminar: Spiritual Memoir
All courses are available to 12th grade students
Capstone (required year-long course)
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

English Department

In all English courses at Holderness, the school’s Core Values of Community, Character, and Curiosity
become habits students practice as they grow into more effective critical and creative readers, writers,
speakers, listeners, viewers, and thinkers. At every level, we aim to develop in students an increased
self-awareness, a lifelong love of spoken and written language, and a commitment to engaging the world
in its complexity and diversity
The following pages contain descriptions of our English Department courses. An * indicates special
requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section. To order textbooks, click on the
image of the book(s) next to the course description for direct purchasing options. If you would like to
find the books through another vendor, be sure to take note of the exact ISBN numbers so you/your child
has the correct book for class.

ENG 101 | ENGLISH 9: HUMANITIES
●
●
●

This year-long course introduces students to literary study through
interdisciplinary lenses.
Focus is on developing essential and multisensory reading, writing,
collaboration, critical thinking, and habits of mind.
Students draw connections between their English study and their
service learning during their March Experience, Project Outreach.

ENG 201 | ENGLISH 10: GLOBAL LITERATURE
●

Coming soon.

TEXTBOOKS

This course presents literary study through global, social, and cultural
contexts. Students engage in a keen exploration of themselves and our
world through writing, literature, and discussion. They will read a
variety of texts, write often and in a variety of modes, and participate
through discussion, presentations, and creative endeavors. Students are
expected to reflect on their own learning and be active participants in
their development.

ENG/THEO 403 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR:
THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE
●

TEXTBOOK(S)

TEXTBOOK

Is there a Bible on your shelf somewhere but you’ve never really read
it? Did you know the Bible is more of a library than a book? Are the
readings in chapel a total mystery to you? Have you ever encountered a
biblical reference in another book and wished you knew more? Are you
or a loved one named after a figure in the Bible but know little about
the namesake? Do you wish to call yourself well read? These are just
some of the questions that might lead you to consider taking this
course. In The Bible as Literature, we will consider the ways the Bible
animates historical and contemporary political rhetoric, and how it
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS | English Department

●

serves as an example of graceful and dramatic writing and storytelling,
the influence of which is felt in ways we often take for granted.
The Bible as Literature is an upper-level semester course which provides
an additional choice for students seeking to satisfy the graduation
requirement in Theology & Religious Studies. Cross-listed in the
Theology and English departments.

ENG 408 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR:
CREATIVE WRITING
●

Creative Writing Workshop is a course that encourages students to
engage with their own creative process and to provide constructive
feedback to their peers. The course promotes good writing habits with
Exact texts will be
a rigorous writing and revision schedule. The class also provides space
determined by the
for students to read and engage with literature, both published and
teacher with plenty of
drafted by their peers, and to think about and deliver conscientious
time to purchase them in
criticism. Over the semester, we'll consider questions such as, "What
advance.
makes a good narrative?"; "Where are the lines between poems,
stories, and nonfiction?"; "How can we learn from each other in order
to write more compelling work?"

ENG 409 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR: THE
LITERATURE OF SPORTS
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

This course uses the lens of sports to look at literature, writing, and a
series of larger philosophical questions about what it means to be a
human being in our contemporary world. Of course, this topic is
particularly pertinent for Holderness, where athletics in all of its various
guises take up a substantial pie-chunk of your day. The goal of this class,
then, is to transport a bit of that work into the classroom, to examine
not just your personal athletic experiences, but the role of sports in
society more broadly via the wildly fertile field of the literature of
sports. In doing so, we’ll try to hit a number of genres, working our way
Exact texts will be
through short stories, essays, poems, novels, and book-length works of
determined by the
nonfiction. Throughout, our goal will be to figure out how sports can
teacher with plenty of
shed light on larger life questions, how different authors use language time to purchase them in
to grapple with this challenge, and how we as a society decide which
advance.
sports stories are told and which are left unsaid. The good news is that
we are not alone on this journey; there are some incredible authors
who have tread this path long before us—Quan Barry, Don DeLillo,
Chad Harbach, Ken Dryden, Toni Cade Bambara, Alan Sillitoe, and
Claudia Rankine, among others—and so in addition to thinking critically
about sports and your lives, we’ll also do a great deal of work on
building our cache of literary skills, working to improve our reading,
writing, and critical analysis skills as we dig into these topics.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS | English Department

ENG 411 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR:
UNREAL BOOKS: MAGICAL REALISM IN
CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE
●

What is the role of magical realism in literature? Where are the lines
between fantasy, fiction, and reality? In “Unreal Books,” students will
explore the role of magic and folklore in foundational literary works.
Exact texts will be
We’ll use the lens of magical realism to read a diverse range of authors
determined by the
and discuss symbolism and narrative tradition. We will dig into a
teacher with plenty of
sampling of texts, both canonical and contemporary. Readings may
time to purchase them in
include Song of Solomon, The Underground Railroad, Bunny, Gods
advance.
Without Men, and short stories by Franz Kafka, Gabriel Garcia Marquez,
Kelly Link, and Raphael Bob-Waksburg.

ENG 412 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR: THE
DETECTIVE STORY: REIMAGINING THE NOIR
GENRE FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
●

TEXTBOOK

In this course, we will explore the tradition of the detective story and
the development of the noir genre in film and fiction. Detective stories
capture our imagination, giving us a window into the dangerous, the
morbid, and the taboo. Hardboiled, true-crime, and noir authors have
used this space to reflect on the contradictions and conflicts within a
culture, although at times playing into reductive racial, gendered,
Exact texts will be
economic, religious, and political tropes and motifs. How do we make
determined by the
sense of these stories that both push against and strengthen the
teacher with plenty of
dominant culture? Why do we tell crime stories? How would a
time to purchase them in
twenty-first-century noir story diverge from one told seventy years ago?
advance.
Students will get to develop, share, and construct their own detective
stories over the course of the semester. Course materials may include
works from Edgar Allen Poe, Raymond Chandler, Walter Mosley, Jorge
Luis Borges, Joel and Ethan Coen, and Ridley Scott, as well as other
types of media like true crime podcasts and local newspapers.

ENG/THEO 413 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR:
THE SPIRITUAL MEMOIR
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

The Spiritual Memoir class will examine how people have processed
topics related to faith and spirituality through the art of memoir. The
class will read a variety of best-selling memoirists, such as Anne Lamott,
C.S. Lewis, Simone Weil, Brian McClaren, Shauna Niequist, and Kate
Exact texts will be
Braestrup, and consider how they processed the experiences of leaving
determined by the
or finding their faith community, traumatic events, or just everyday life. teacher with plenty of
We will look at how their faith or spirituality helped them – or didn’t
time to purchase them
help them – through these experiences and how their concept of God
in advance.
changed as they did. Students will also personally engage with the
authors’ central questions: Who/what/where is God? How do we make
sense of unthinkable tragedy? What does it mean to live a “good life”?
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Who am I and where do I belong? This dual credit English and Theology
course offers students the opportunity to not only read compelling
literature, but also to wrestle with questions about the divine and
reflect on their own life through practicing some memoir writing of
their own.
● The Spiritual Memoir is an upper-level semester course which provides
an additional choice for students seeking to satisfy the graduation
requirement in Theology & Religious Studies. Cross-listed in the
Theology and English departments.

ENG 414 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR: THE
SHORT STORY

TEXTBOOK

● This course is an intensive study of one of the most popular forms of
fiction, the short story. Through an examination of stories by some of
Exact texts will be
the greatest contemporary and historical writers, students will broaden
determined by the
their understanding of the intricacies of narrative theory and literary
teacher with plenty of
analysis while working to produce their own original short stories.
time to purchase them
Assigned authors could include James Joyce, Zora Neal Hurston, William
in advance.
Carlos Williams, Flannery O'Connor, Jhumpa Lahiri, Bobbie Ann Mason,
Wells Tower, Louise Erdrich, George Saunders, and Kevin Wilson.

ENG 416 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR: FRAUDS,
SCOUNDRELS, AND VILLAINS: MORALITY & THE
ANTI-HERO IN MODERN FICTION

TEXTBOOK

● What makes a character a villain? Why do we find them so compelling?
In this class, we will read works of monsters, antiheroes, unreliable
narrators, and evil masterminds to break down what it means to be
good, bad, or somewhere in between. (more details to come)In this
course, we will explore B-list bad guys: not the evil masterminds or
Exact texts will be
perfect villains but unexpected antagonists. They are the unreliable
determined by the
narrators, antiheroes, liars, and cheats. How do these troublesome
teacher with plenty of
characters, whom we sometimes love and sometimes resent, inform
time to purchase them in
the morality of the works of fiction they belong to? What actions are
advance.
irredeemable? We will focus on modern literature, and throughout the
semester, we will try to answer what role, if any, morality plays in the
modern world. Course may include works from Margaret Atwood,
Albert Camus, Ian McEwan, Nikolai Gogol, Franz Kafka, Robert Lewis
Stevenson, and Cesare Pavese.

ENG/ART 417 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR:
PLAYWRITING

● This advanced semester-long elective provides students an opportunity
to create work in playwriting and dramatic works. Students will acquire
and develop skills for dramatic writing while increasing their comfort
level with storytelling created for the stage. Through the writing of
monologues, scenes, and short plays, students will examine the
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techniques a playwright uses to develop a story through plot and
character. In this course, instruction will focus on the craft basics:
structure, plot, character, conflict, setting, dialogue, and formatting.
Students will also analyze and critique existing plays through readings
and viewings to gain context and understanding. Playwrights and their
works will include August Wilson, Lynn Nottage, Yasmina Reza, Tarell
Alvin McCraney, and Martin McDonagh.
● Playwriting is an upper-level semester course and is cross-listed in the
Arts and English departments.

ENG 501 | AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE &
COMPOSITION*
●

●

The course aims to further student understanding and appreciation of
the English language, particularly language used to argue and persuade.
The class will study the logic of English usage, learn new words, and
read writing that exemplifies precision and rhetorical force. In the first
semester, content and assignments in the course will center on
understanding and clarifying personal values, and weighing these
against accepted societal values. The second semester will explore
specific means of persuasion employed in American society. Articulate,
deliberate, precise language will be encouraged and reinforced in
writing assignments, oral reports, and class discussions.
Our curriculum is designed with two factors in mind. First, it is intended
to further the language development fostered in earlier grades of our
school’s English curriculum and prepare students (those juniors enrolled
in the class) for their final year of secondary school. Second, it
capitalizes on the specific goals of the Advanced Placement curriculum.
The demands of the AP program diverge from our school’s traditional
curriculum—among them the focus of specific rhetorical techniques
and language and the development of image analysis skills—require our
enrolled students to be especially dedicated and diligent.

ENG 601 | AP ENGLISH LITERATURE &
COMPOSITION*
●

AP Literature & Composition focuses on the study of language used for
artistic purposes. Students develop their analytical skills by reading
poetry, novels, short stories, and plays. In addition to teaching students
to appreciate the skillful use of rich, complex, evocative language, the
class aims at developing students’ writing skills. Most of the writing in
AP Literature is analytic in nature, although some time is devoted to the
college essay in September. The course is open to 12th graders and
culminates in the taking of the Advanced Placement examination in
May.

TEXTBOOKS

For now, please hold off
on ordering books, as
required texts may vary
by teacher. Texts could
include 50 Essays, The
Moon is Down, and
Between the World and
Me, among others.

TEXTBOOKS

Coming soon.
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History Department
All courses in history at Holderness School emphasize the need to read critically, think carefully, and
communicate clearly. Teachers attempt to instill the idea that “history” is an ever–changing, individual
reinterpretation of the past. To understand history one must therefore understand the historian.
Students are challenged to think for themselves, engage their peers’ ideas and to balance the different
interpretations of our past as they establish and hone historical thinking skills.
All ninth grade students are required to take “HIST: 101: Foundations of Modern Society,” a
one–semester course, and all tenth grade students must take a year of US History. After these
introductory courses, students are well positioned to embrace our upper-level electives. The history
requirement is two full years, and thus at some point in their 11th or 12th grade year students take a
minimum of one semester of history. In the upper levels of the curriculum, students may begin to branch
out into the social sciences of comparative government, media studies, psychology or economics. Two
intellectual history offerings allow students to foray into philosophy. We also offer several area studies
courses.

HISTORY: Path to Graduation
2 Years of History is required; Must include 1 year of US History
9th

10th

11th
&
12th

•Foundations of Modern Society (semester-length course)
Required for all 9th graders
US History
One year required for graduation
Full Year - AP Coursework
1st Semester
2nd Semester
•Advanced History of the West 1*
US History 1
US History 2 Seminar
A 2-year course, which combines AP
•20th Century Conflicts
United States and AP European
•A Bigger Government: The Great
History. AHOW 1 is the only
Depression and the New Deal
advanced history course available
•An African American History for
for 10th graders. AHOW 2 is for 11th
Today
graders only.
•History of Christianity in America
•Remember the Ladies!:
American Women’s History
Non-US History
At least 1 semester required to graduate
Full Year - AP Coursework
1st Semester
2nd Semester
•Advanced History of the West 2* •Intro to Philosophy
•Ancient Greece
•AP European History*
•Psychology 1
•Enlightenment & Romanticism
•AP Comparative Government* •Modern Middle East
•Psychology 2
•AP Economics*
•The Culture &
•The Politics & Technology of
Economics of Food
Food

*See AP requirements
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The following pages contain descriptions of our History Department courses. An * indicates special
requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section. To order textbooks, click on the
image of the book(s) next to the course description for direct purchasing options. If you would like to
find the books through another vendor, be sure to take note of the exact ISBN numbers so you/your child
has the correct book for class.

HIST 101 | FOUNDATIONS OF MODERN SOCIETY

TEXTBOOKS

● All ninth grade students are required to take Foundations of Modern
Society, a one–semester course. Emphasizing fundamental historical
thinking skills through diverse case studies, this course serves as a
unifying academic experience for the students and is a foundation for
their future studies in history. It is intentionally broad in scope and
teachers employ 3-4 diverse content areas to grapple with the essential
question: What are the forces that lead to conflict? While the specific
units vary from year to year and teacher to teacher, there is a special
focus on the transitions of power and authority, the way perception of
the “other” can form a group, and the way an idea can develop a group
identity. There is an explicit focus on developing in each student an
understanding that every source, primary or secondary, is an
interpretation. Current topics include, World War I and World War II,
The Holocaust, and South African Apartheid.

HIST 201 | US HISTORY 1
●

This semester-length required US History course will be the starting
point for all future historical inquiry at Holderness. The course will focus
on the development of the Constitution and the Reconstruction eras.
These foundational topics will introduce themes of a variety of civil
liberties, but notably freedom of speech and suffrage. The essential
question will be: What does it mean to be a US citizen?

HIST 202 | US HISTORY 2: 20TH CENTURY
CONFLICTS
●

●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK(S)

In complement to the fall semester of US History 1, this spring semester
course will take an in-depth look at the major conflicts of the 20th
century, examining the involvement of the American people and
government. Through close readings of primary and secondary sources,
students will further sharpen their own understanding of the content
No textbook required.
by engaging with their peers in daily class discussions.
The course will place special emphasis on writing by continuing the
skills progression initiated in US History 1. Conflicts to be considered
most likely include: World War I and II, the Cold War, the Civil Rights
Movement, and the Vietnam War.
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HIST 203 | US HISTORY 2: A BIGGER GOVERNMENT:
THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE NEW DEAL
●

●

Every facet of American society was rapidly changing at the turn of the
20th century and the modern American Identity was beginning to take
shape. This semester elective will focus on the time period of 19001945, primarily focusing on how America got itself into the Great
Depression and then how the Second World War pulled America out of
the Great Depression.
No textbook required.
We will look not only at the economic impacts of the Depression but
also the social and political impacts. Through primary and secondary
source analysis, students will be forced to confirm and complicate the
documents to further develop their own understandings of the time
period. Lastly, we will also make connections to the 2008 Recession, the
largest economic recession, since the Great Depression.

HIST 205 | US HISTORY 2: REMEMBER THE LADIES!:
AMERICAN WOMEN'S HISTORY
●

The purpose of this course is to examine the role that women have
played in the history of the United States from the start of the women’s
rights movement to the present. We will look at the ways in which
women have empowered themselves in the context of patriarchal
oppression and assess the stumbling blocks they met in their quest for
social, political, and economic equality. In doing so, we will elevate
women to their rightful place in the larger study of history and better
understand what it means to be a woman, a man, and a human being.

HIST 206 | US HISTORY 2: AN AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY FOR TODAY
●

TEXTBOOK

No textbook required.

TEXTBOOK

This course will consider what it means to be both African and American
in today's United States by considering often overlooked
African-American voices of our past and present. By using such
touchstone moments as the arrival of the first Africans to the British
No textbook required.
colonies, early slave rebellions, the American Revolution, the Civil War,
Reconstruction, the Civil Rights Era, the Obama Presidency, and the
Black Lives Matter movement, students will discover a new, richer
history that pre-dates the Founding Fathers.

HIST/THEO 207 | US HISTORY 2: HISTORY OF
CHRISTIANITY IN AMERICA
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

This dual credit History and Theology course takes a deep dive into the
evolution of the Christian faith since its arrival on American soil. The
course will examine how Christian theology and social movements have
reciprocally impacted each other and how this has shaped American
No textbook required.
identity, values, and culture. We will look at major events such as:
colonization, The Great Awakening, Slavery and the Civil War, the Great
Revival, the ordinations of women, the emergence of the black church,
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and The Civil Rights Movement. Throughout the semester students will
engage in a variety of primary sources and learn how to extract
theological claims and arguments. Students will also have an
opportunity to research a topic of their own choosing, exploring the
religious landscape throughout American history not limited to the
Christian faith. The class will culminate with a look into modern
American Christian culture and theology, and its challenges and
opportunities. While the class is focused on the history of the Christian
faith, students only need a sense of intellectual curiosity and a
commitment to learning in order to do well and develop valuable skills.

HIST 301 | ANCIENT GREECE
●

In this survey course (with a thematic approach), students will learn the
history of ancient Greece. Topics covered in this course include Greek
warfare, the Trojan War, Greek mythology, the origins of democracy, the
Golden Age of Athens, Sparta, The Persian Wars, The Peloponnesian
War, and Alexander the Great. Students will learn how the ancient
Greeks influenced modern society and how they left behind a rich
cultural and political legacy that still affects us today.

HIST 302 | INTRO TO PHILOSOPHY
●

What do I know? Why do I exist? Where does evil come from? These are
just some of the questions this course attempts to answer. Introduction
to philosophy aims to teach students how philosophy emerged in
ancient times, from the presocratics like Thales of Miletus, to more
established and recognized ancient philosophers like Socrates and
Aristotle, and how they influenced later thinkers like Hypatia and
Seneca. Besides covering famous philosophers, this course attempts to
introduce students to life’s most riveting questions using both ancient
and modern philosophy, and philosophy in today’s popular media like
Star Wars.

HIST 401 | PSYCHOLOGY 1
●

●

Psychology I concentrates on the scientific study of the human mind and
human behavior. It is broken down into five major domains: The History
of Psychology, as well as an introduction to Biological, Developmental
Cognitive, and Social Psychology
The course is designed to give students a foundation of psychology and
lead them to an interest in further study of psychology. Regardless of
how far students go with their study of psychology, students will have a
better understanding of the human mind and reasoning behind human
behavior after this introductory course.

HIST 402 | PSYCHOLOGY 2
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

Coming soon.

TEXTBOOK

A semester-length opportunity for continued study in Psychology. The
prerequisite is Psychology I, but these two courses do not have to be
No textbook required.
taken in the same calendar year (could be taken 11th and 12th grade for
example). Psychology 2 includes a deeper dive into topics such as
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learning and memory, motivation and emotion, social psychology,, and
abnormal psychology.

HIST 403 | THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST
●

Open to 11th and 12th graders, this semester-long elective explores the
complexity of one of the most paradoxical regions in the world. The
Middle East encompasses some of the richest and poorest countries. It
is the geographic foundation of the three largest world religions and is
perhaps one of the most turbulent regions of the twenty-first century.
This course examines the sources of today’s socio-political problems,
including twentieth century imperialism, the Balfour Declaration, the
Cold War, and globalization. This course seeks to determine what needs
to change in order to create a viable peace in the Middle East.

HIST 404 | THE CULTURE AND ECONOMICS OF
FOOD
●

●

No textbook required.

TEXTBOOK

Open to 11th and 12th graders, this semester-long elective will consider
the cultural stories of food. What do recipes, cuisines and cooks say
about a society? How does making a recipe connect to the culture? A
family member? A story? Is it cultural imperialism or appreciation to
make food from a culture in which you are a tourist? Who ate the first
oyster? Why do some cultures institute food restrictions? What does it
mean for something to be halal? How do you sell a food story?
Cookbook sales have only grown amidst the pandemic, what makes a
successful cookbook? Who wrote the first cookbooks? How do media
trends influence food marketing? Why were lobsters once served to
prisoners and are now expensive? Why do Italians use oil and the French
No textbook required.
use butter?
As students explore each topic they will read essays, listen to podcasts,
and watch filmed food stories. As we explore the different types of food
“texts” they will try their hand at some of them. Each unit, they will
research an area of interest, do a hands-on project in a kitchen and
produce a “food text”, perhaps their own reflective food story. For
example in Unit 1 a student might research what it means to be kosher
in Judaism, research latke recipes, make latkes, then write an essay on
the latke, the potato, kosher, etc. When thinking about telling a food
story related to identity and ethnicity, perhaps they will produce a
podcast with interviews.

HIST 405 | THE POLITICS AND TECHNOLOGY OF
FOOD
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

Open to 11th and 12th graders, this semester-long elective will consider
politics, technology and the environmental impact behind the food that
we eat. Using Samin Nosrat’s cookbook/textbook Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat
No textbook required.
and popular Netflix show as a central organizing principle this course will
consider the transformation of food when salted, and consider the early
economies of salt - one of the world’s first global commodities. The
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second unit will consider the chemistry and nutritional impact of fats
alongside the social constructs of body image and how they have varied
throughout history. The third unit will consider the phenomenon of a
global food market; where oranges are available on the winter solstice,
oysters can be overnighted from Duxbury, MA to the world, and Russian
caviar is available via Amazon. What is the environmental impact of
“eating global”; does the “eating local” movement counteract it at all?
What is “affordable food”? How does it vary across cultures? The final
unit will consider the wide variety of food technologies and how
different forms of energy have been harnessed from smoking over an
open fire, to using a sous-vide technique and molecular gastronomy.
From woks to woodstoves, why do different cultures cook food the way
that they do?

HIST 501 & 502 | AP US/AP EUROPEAN HISTORY:
ADVANCED HISTORY OF THE WEST 1 & 2 *
●
●

Application required
This two year course, beginning in the 10th or 11th grade year, will
prepare students for both the Advanced Placement European History
Exam and the Advanced Placement US History Exam. Students must
submit an application and will be vetted for admission. This course will
employ a broader lens to explore historical phenomena on both sides of
the Atlantic embracing the globalized approach of modern historical
research. Study of the American constitution, for example, will be
endowed with prior study of the Enlightenment. Students will be
expected to engage in a project in the summer between the two years
of the course. Students will take both exams, but may petition to take
only one at the end of their second year of the course (in their junior or
senior year). This course will be team taught (either two teachers ½
time, or two teachers full time) for the first iteration of the course.

HIST 503 | AP ECONOMICS*
●
●

TEXTBOOKS
Year 1 Texts

Year 2 Text

TEXTBOOK

This course counts as a History course and is staffed by the Math
department.
A year-long course which is broken into two parts AP Macroeconomics
in the first semester and AP Microeconomics in the second semester.
A $30 fee will be
Macroeconomics will give students an understanding of the economy as charged to the student
a whole. Students will look at what is happening at a national level. This account in the fall for an
course allows the student to think more about theory and abstract ideas AP Econ Worksheet
in economics. Students will learn about the national debt, GDP in
License. Students will
different countries, international economics, and an economy's growth. register for that during
Microeconomics will give the students an understanding of the basic
the first few weeks of
principles of economics based on what consumers and producers do as
the course.
individuals in an economy. Microeconomics consists of more math
concepts, for example, using the supply and demand graphs. We will
look at specifics in an economy rather than the whole economy.
Students will learn the basic concepts of microeconomics, different
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product markets and how they work, supply and demand, and the role
of the government.

HIST 504 | ENLIGHTENMENT AND ROMANTICISM
●

This semester elective is designed for students who develop an interest
in intellectual history and want the opportunity to seek further depth.
By reading and studying the poetry, art, and prose literature of these
two movements, we hope to understand the dynamic interaction
between the rationalism and optimism of 1750-1800 and the haunted,
wild Romantic ideas of 1800-1850. We will also trace the legacy of these
movements in the Western tradition. Students will spend most of their
time evaluating and commenting on selected primary sources from
Locke to Poe.

HIST 551 | AP EUROPEAN HISTORY*
●

TEXTBOOKS

Open to qualified 11th graders and 12th graders, the AP European
History elective introduces students to the cultural, intellectual,
economic, social, political, and diplomatic developments of European
history from 1450 to the present day. In addition to providing a basic
narrative of events and movements that shaped Europe, the goals of the
AP program in European history are to develop an understanding of the
principal themes in modern European history, an ability to analyze
historical evidence, and an ability to express historical understanding in
writing.

HIST 601 | AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT &
POLITICS*
●

TEXTBOOKS

TEXTBOOKS

This year-long course prepares students for the AP Comparative
Government and Politics exam. The course uses a comparative approach
to examine the political structures, policies, and challenges of six core
No textbook required.
countries: the United Kingdom, China, Mexico, Russia, Nigeria, and Iran.
In addition to the democratic and authoritarian nations listed above, the
course will reach to include India and North Korea - notable exceptions
from the AP curriculum.
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Science Department
The science faculty cultivates an appreciation for the role of science in society while providing
foundations in the disciplines of Environmental Science, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Teachers
emphasize the scientific method as a process for problem-solving in their course work, which includes a
lab component. Students of science are guided toward an understanding of the need for both discipline
and imagination in their pursuit of a greater mastery of course constructs.
The faculty is also dedicated to raising student awareness of the way that humans interact with the
natural environment and the role that the sciences play in those interactions. We hope that our students
will leave their courses better prepared to make intelligent choices as voters and consumers.
The following pages contain descriptions of our Science Department courses. An * indicates special
requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section. To order textbooks, click on the
image of the book(s) next to the course description for direct purchasing options. If you would like to
find the books through another vendor, be sure to take note of the exact ISBN numbers so you/your child
has the correct book for class.

SCI 101 | BIOLOGY
●

TEXTBOOK

This course introduces students to essential principles of biology: cells,
Students will rent the
chemistry of life, genetics, evolutionary theory, biological diversity, and
2019 Miller & Levine
organism structure and function. Human anatomy and physiology are
Biology text from the
emphasized. Students use the framework of the scientific method to
school. The cost is
explore the living world in laboratory investigations. They are
$56/year. Students will
challenged to learn highly detailed material in order to gain greater
sign this agreement
appreciation for the diversity of life on earth, to understand prevailing
when they receive their
thinking on the origin and evolution of living things, and to develop a
text.
clear sense of how Homo sapiens fit into this intricate web.

SCI 201 | CHEMISTRY
●

TEXTBOOK

This course is designed to explore the fundamental nature of matter
and study its physical and chemical characteristics. Students engage in
laboratory activities that reinforce the scientific method, apply
knowledge to real-world applications, and integrate technology in the
science classroom. The honors course differs from regular chemistry in
its more strenuous mathematical component, complexity, and depth of
theory studied.

SCI 251 | HONORS CHEMISTRY
●

No textbook required.

TEXTBOOK

Though this is a demanding college preparatory course, the teachers
encourage an appreciation of the role chemistry plays in our daily lives
outside of the classroom. Simply stated, chemistry is the study of matter
and the changes it undergoes. This course is designed to challenge
students’ problem-solving skills while covering the concepts of a
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traditional introductory college preparatory course. Students are given
the opportunity to explore the world around them through lab work,
class discussions, and activities including an in-depth look at the
chemistry of the food we eat and a study of the gasses in our
atmosphere.

SCI 301 | PHYSICS
●

Physics examines four basic areas of study: mechanics, electricity and
magnetism, thermal energy, and modern physics. The objective of this
course is to provide students with the opportunity to identify four
unifying themes of science: scale, models (physical, mathematical, or
conceptual), constancy and change, and systems.

No textbook required.

As an introductory course in robotics the students will learn JAVA
computer programming as well as problem solving strategies. This
course will involve students in the development, building and
programming of a Tetrix robot. Working in teams they design, build,
program and document their progress. Topics include motor control,
gear ratios, torque, friction, sensors, timing, program loops, logic gates,
decision-making, timing sequences, propulsion systems and binary
number systems. Student designed robots will be programmed to
compete in a variety of autonomous and remote controlled challenges.

No textbook required.

MATH/SCI 305 | STEM ROBOTICS 1
●

SCI 351 | HONORS PHYSICS
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

The Honors Physics course is a rigorous, math-intensive introduction to
the subject. The bulk of the course is devoted to the study of
mechanics, or the behavior of particles subject to systems of forces, and
includes topics such as one- and two-dimensional kinematics, Newton’s
Laws, momentum, mechanical energy, rotational motion, gravitation,
and oscillations. During the final quarter of the year students examine a No textbook required.
variety of modern topics, particularly electricity and magnetism. The
course emphasizes collaborative work and problem-solving techniques
and involves frequent lab work. The course is designed to develop a
solid foundation for college-level physics and to instill an appreciation
for and curiosity about the complexity of the universe.

SCI 401 | ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
●

TEXTBOOK

Students enrolled in the Environmental Science course are assumed to
possess a broad background in biology and chemistry. Students are
provided with experience in advanced field work, laboratory techniques,
and laboratory investigation reporting techniques through activities
focusing on local ecosystems. Students pursue, from both scientific and
social scientific perspectives, the effect of human societies on the
natural world. The course stresses students' responsibility for
determining the quality of the environment and, consequently, their
own lives. Sustainability principles are given special emphasis. Students
are trained to identify and seek solutions to environmental problems. In
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addition to local environmental issues, students investigate the global
trends of overpopulation, ecosystem degradation, atmospheric change,
and loss of biodiversity.

SCI 402 | EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY
●

●

In this course, students will study acute and chronic physiological
responses to exercise. Muscle, environmental physiology, practical
physiology testing, energy metabolism, and cardiovascular function in
response to exercise training will be emphasized in the classroom and
applied to laboratory activities.
Objectives: Students who successfully complete the requirements for
this course will:
○ Have a foundational understanding of the complex nature of the
human organism from a physiological perspective.
○ Understand the muscular and energy physiological demands
from an inactive state to an active state.
○ Understand the acute physiological responses to exercise.
○ Understand the chronic physiological adaptations to exercise.
○ Have mastered basic physiological laboratory experiments and
procedures.

Textbooks will be
assigned in class.

This is an introductory course in nutrition. The focus of the course will
be placed on evidence-based nutritional strategies to meet the nutrient
and energy demands of basic life functions, physical activity, exercise
and athletic performance. Scientific literature will be used to evaluate
nutritional information found in the media, claims for dietary
supplements and popular diets.

Coming soon.

SCI 404 | NUTRITION
●

MATH/SCI 405 | STEM ROBOTICS 2
●

The STEM Robotics II course builds upon the skills students learned in
STEM Robotics I. Working in teams, students will design, build, and
program Tetrix robots which must complete more complex and more
precise tasks with less margin for error than the projects in STEM
Robotics I.

SCI 501 | AP BIOLOGY*
●

TEXTBOOKS

TEXTBOOK(S)

TEXTBOOK
No textbook required.

TEXTBOOK(S)

The AP Biology course covers the entire Advanced Placement
curriculum, fully preparing students for the AP exam. There is a
comprehensive laboratory component to the course, which includes
applications of recombinant DNA technologies and experience using
modern lab techniques and equipment. The AP Biology course assists
students in organizing biological concepts and topics into a coherent
conceptual framework, helps students internalize and effectively utilize
the processes of scientific reasoning, and helps them develop or
enhance their interest in biology and gain a sense of the subject’s
relevance to their everyday lives. Students are expected to take the AP
exam in May.
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SCI 502 | AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE*
●

The goal of the Advanced Placement Environmental Science course is to
provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and
methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the
natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems, both
natural and human made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with
these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving
and/or preventing them. Environmental Science is interdisciplinary; it
embraces a wide variety of topics from different areas of study (e.g.
biology, chemistry, earth science, geography), yet there are several
major unifying themes that cut across the many topics included in the
study of environmental science. The course takes advantage of the
environs surrounding our campus for firsthand research. Students are
expected to take the AP exam in May.

SCI 503 | AP PHYSICS C: MECHANICS *
●

TEXTBOOK

AP Physics C is a demanding college-level course that requires the use of
calculus. The course emphasizes collaborative work and problem-solving
techniques. The course aims at covering Mechanics (one of the two
Physics C AP examinations). Instruction includes video lectures and
No textbook required.
computer applets. In class, students will engage in problem sets and
labs. Labs – both virtual and real – will be done on a weekly basis. This
course is designed to replace introductory college physics courses
designed for physics and engineering majors.

SCI 601 | AP PHYSICS C: ELECTRICITY AND
MAGNETISM*
●

TEXTBOOK(S)

TEXTBOOK

AP Physics C-E&M is a second-year AP physics class that is intended to
replace a college-level introductory course in electricity and magnetism.
The course makes extensive use of calculus techniques in the
exploration of topics such as electric fields, electric potential,
capacitance, circuits, magnetic fields, and electromagnetic induction.
No textbook required.
Students are required to work well both independently and in small
groups, and labs involve long-term, independent projects. Due to the
sophisticated conceptual material and mathematical techniques
involved, it is strongly recommended that students complete AP
calculus and AP physics C-M before taking the course.
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Mathematics Department
The teaching of mathematics at Holderness is founded on a practice of collaboration that deepens
understanding in two ways. First, we believe that working in partnership with others provides an
important exercise in articulating mathematical thinking. Our students read or hear new concepts and
then discuss this knowledge with their peers—a process that fosters both active and passive learning, as
well as accountability. Second, in working collaboratively, our students develop their critical listening
skills. As they seek to understand their peer collaborators, they develop openness and flexibility with
regard to their mathematical analyses. Our department values are:
●

●

●

●

Connections: Students are exposed not only to the many connections present within
mathematics as a discipline, but also the exciting connections that occur between mathematics,
other fields of study, and a variety of possible career paths. Our students use current events,
data from websites and companies, and other available sources to apply classroom concepts to
real world applications.
Collaboration: Holderness students work in collaborative learning environments so as to deepen
their understanding of mathematical concepts, allowing students the opportunity to articulate
their own thinking and to develop the listening skills that allow them to enrich their
understanding through teamwork.
Technology: Students have the opportunity to learn and review concepts by using flipped
classrooms created by teachers, video tutorials, and Smartboard classroom notes. Students are
also able to hone problem solving skills by completing online practice problems. Technology,
including graphing calculators and specialized software (e.g., Excel and Fathom), are introduced
and explored as important tools to be used in the study of mathematics. We recognize that
technology is an important tool; however we also believe that core skills and mental math are
important.
Develop Independent and Critical Thinking: We build math confidence. We develop a work ethic
towards math. Through problem solving techniques, utilization of extra help, nightly homework,
and group projects, our students learn to be confident mathematicians who can think creatively.
We recognize that we are preparing our students for jobs and a world that is currently unknown
to us and to them, and our goal is for them to be curious and able to adapt to difficult problems.

The following pages contain descriptions of our Mathematics Department courses. An * indicates special
requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section. To order textbooks, click on the
image of the book(s) next to the course description for direct purchasing options. If you would like to
find the books through another vendor, be sure to take note of the exact ISBN numbers so you/your child
has the correct book for class.
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MATH 101 | ALGEBRA 1
●

This is a cornerstone course designed to prepare students to investigate
and master more complex, but related, concepts studied over the
balance of the mathematics curriculum. Students review the language
of algebra, real number operations, and approaches used to solve linear
equations before engaging in an expanded study of function graphing,
linear analysis, methods of solving linear inequalities, and systems of
both inequalities and linear equations. Multiplication of polynomials,
factoring, and solving quadratic and exponential functions, together
with simplification and evaluation of radical expressions, constitute the
remainder of the course.

MATH 151 | GEOMETRY
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

In this course, students continue the study of concepts introduced in
Algebra I and Geometry. The concept of function is introduced and
families of functions are introduced as important tools to explore,
A TI-84 Plus calculator is
analyze, and make conjectures as we further develop mathematical
required. No textbook
problem-solving skills. Using real-world examples, students explore
required.
quadratic equations, polynomials, and operations of functions. Students
also examine properties, applications, and graphs of absolute value,
exponential, logarithmic, power, and radical functions.

MATH 251 | HONORS ALGEBRA 2
●

A used book is
acceptable &
encouraged. A TI-84
Plus calculator is
required.

This course covers the fundamental concepts of geometry, with algebra
and discrete mathematical topics woven into the curriculum. Topics
A TI-84 Plus calculator is
include reasoning and proof, building blocks of geometric shapes,
required. No textbook
congruence and similarity, right triangles and trigonometry,
required.
transformations of figures and equations, and surface area and volume.

MATH 201 | ALGEBRA 2
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

In this honors course, students continue the study of concepts
introduced in Algebra I and Geometry. Concepts such as families of
functions, transformation of functions, and modeling, and systems of
equations are introduced as important tools to explore, analyze, and
make conjectures as we further develop mathematical problem-solving A TI-84 Plus calculator is
skills. Using real-world examples, students explore quadratic equations, required. *Students:
email Ms. Wolf before
polynomials, and operations of functions. Students also examine
buying—she
has several
properties, applications, and graphs of absolute value, exponential,
copies available to
logarithmic, power and radical functions.
borrow one for the year.
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MATH 301 | PRECALCULUS
●

TEXTBOOKS

This course offers a more rigorous approach to the study of functions
and to the topics needed for calculus. The emphasis of this course is on *Students: email Ms.
Wolf before buying the
analysis through formal mathematical notation and the relation of
book—she has several
mathematical concepts to real world scenarios. Major topics include
copies available to
linear, exponential, and logarithmic functions; trigonometric functions;
borrow
for the year. A
polynomials; radical functions; mathematical limits; composition of
used
book
is acceptable
functions; and inverses of functions.
& encouraged. A TI-84
Plus calculator is
required. Click here for
a free electronic copy.

MATH/SCI 305 | STEM ROBOTICS 1
●

As an introductory course in robotics the students will learn Arduino
computer programming as well as problem solving strategies. This
course will involve students in the development, building and
programming of a Tetrix robot. Working in teams they design, build,
program and document their progress. Topics include motor control,
gear ratios, torque, friction, sensors, timing, program loops, logic gates,
decision-making, timing sequences, propulsion systems and binary
number systems. Student designed robots will be programmed to
compete in a variety of autonomous and remote controlled challenges.

MATH 351 | HONORS PRECALCULUS
●

This course is designed for students who have completed Honors
Algebra 2. Honors Precalculus covers all of the topics studied in the
regular pre-calculus course; however, the pace is slightly faster than
regular pre-calculus so that the students will be able to cover more
trigonometry and topics that will prepare them for AP Calculus. By the
end of the class the students will not only be introduced to topics that
are vital to understanding Calculus, such as continuity and limits, but
they will also be introduced to the derivative through the limit
definition.

MATH 352 | ADVANCED PRECALCULUS
●

TEXTBOOK

No textbook required.

TEXTBOOKS

*Students: email Ms.
Wolf before buying the
book—she has several
copies available to
borrow for the year. A
used book is acceptable
& encouraged. A TI-84
Plus calculator is
required. Click here for a
free electronic copy.

TEXTBOOK

This course is designed for students who have done very well in Algebra A TI-84 Plus calculator is
II. Advanced Precalculus covers all of the topics studied in the regular
required. No textbook
pre-calculus course; however, the pace is slightly faster than regular
required.
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pre-calculus so that the students will be able to cover more
trigonometry and topics that will prepare them for AP Calculus. By the
end of the class the students will not only be introduced to topics that
are vital to understanding Calculus, such as continuity and limits, but
they will also be introduced to the derivative through the limit
definition as well as basic derivative rules.

MATH 401 | TOPICS IN MATHEMATICS

TEXTBOOK

MATH/SCI 405 | STEM ROBOTICS 2

TEXTBOOK

●

●

In this year-long course, students study mathematics in contexts and
develop their abilities to problem solve, reason, and communicate. Real A TI-84 Plus calculator is
world situations provide the contexts for mathematical investigation.
required. No textbook
The topics include but are not limited to: logic, numeration, statistics,
required.
financial mathematics, history of mathematics, and functions.
The STEM Robotics II course builds upon the skills students learned in
STEM Robotics I. Working in teams, students will design, build, and
program Tetrix robots which must complete more complex and more
precise tasks with less margin for error than the projects in STEM
Robotics I.

MATH 421 | CALCULUS
●

TEXTBOOK

Calculus begins with a thorough review of standard high school
mathematics in preparation for Calculus and the SAT. The class is
designed to introduce students to important Calculus topics and to
prepare them for college Calculus. The course will cover the conceptual
basis of Calculus including the limit definition of the derivative and
Riemann Sums. It will also cover in great detail the rules for
A used book is
differentiation and introduce the integral. By the end of the class
acceptable &
students will be exposed to the applications of Calculus with Related
encouraged. A TI-84 Plus
Rate and Optimization problems.
calculator is required.

MATH 501 | AP CALCULUS AB*
●

No textbook required.

TEXTBOOK

AP Calculus is primarily concerned with developing a student’s
understanding of the concepts of calculus through the use of the
unifying themes of derivatives, integrals, limits, approximation, and
applications and modeling. The course emphasizes a
multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and
A used book is
problems being expressed graphically, numerically, analytically, and
acceptable &
verbally. Students are expected to take the AP exam in May.
encouraged. A TI-84 Plus
calculator is required.
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MATH 502 | AP STATISTICS*

TEXTBOOK

MATH 503 | AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A

TEXTBOOK

HIST 503| AP ECONOMICS*

TEXTBOOK

●

●

●
●

This is the high school equivalent of a one-semester, introductory
college statistics course. In this course, students develop strategies for
collecting, organizing, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data,
with a focus on univariate and bivariate data. Simulations and
probability aid students in constructing models for chance phenomena
and lead to the study of inference, where students learn to complete
confidence intervals and hypothesis tests. Students use technology,
such as the Ti calculator, Fathom, and online applets, to strengthen their
A used book is
understanding of statistical concepts. Throughout the year, students
acceptable &
apply statistical skills learned in class to analyze data from a variety of
encouraged. A TI-84 Plus
sources, including data from our athletic teams, student-generated
calculator is required.
data, and online sources. The coursework culminates with an AP exam
in May.
AP Computer Science A is a year-long course that introduces students
to computer science through programming. Fundamental topics in this
course include the design of solutions to problems, the use of data
structures to organize large sets of data, the development and
The textbook is online
implementation of algorithms to process data and discover new
and access will be
information, the analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and
provided the first day of
social implications of computing systems. The course emphasizes
class.
object-oriented programming and design using the Java programming
language. The course is designed For 11th and 12th grade students who
have completed Algebra 2 with a grade of B or higher.

This course counts as a History course and is staffed by the Math
department.
A year-long course which is broken into two parts AP Macroeconomics
in the first semester and AP Microeconomics in the second semester.
Macroeconomics will give students an understanding of the economy as
a whole. Students will look at what is happening at a national level. This A $30 fee will be charged
course allows the student to think more about theory and abstract
to the student account in
ideas in economics. Students will learn about the national debt, GDP in the fall for an AP Econ
different countries, international economics, and an economy's growth.
Worksheet License.
Microeconomics will give the students an understanding of the basic
Students will register for
principles of economics based on what consumers and producers do as that during the first few
individuals in an economy. Microeconomics consists of more math
weeks of the course.
concepts, for example, using the supply and demand graphs. We will
look at specifics in an economy rather than the whole economy.
Students will learn the basic concepts of microeconomics, different
product markets and how they work, supply and demand, and the role
of the government.
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MATH 551 | AP CALCULUS BC* (SEMESTER)
●

AP Calculus BC is a semester course designed for students who have
completed AP Calculus AB. The course is a continuation of Calculus AB
and emphasizes a multi-representational approach to calculus, with
concepts, results, and problems being expressed graphically,
numerically, analytically, and verbally. The course will cover advanced
integration, differential equations, sequences and series, (including
Taylor Series and Maclaurin Series), polar functions, and parametric
functions. Students are expected to take the AP Calculus BC exam in
May.

MATH 552 | AP CALCULUS BC* (FULL-YEAR)
●

Not offered in 2022-23;Differential Equations is a semester-long course
for students who have completed AP Calculus AB and/or BC. Students
will study ways to solve differential equations graphically, numerically,
and algebraically. Students will also study the real world applications of
these equations.

MATH 602 | LINEAR ALGEBRA
●

A used book is
acceptable &
encouraged. A TI-84 Plus
calculator is required.

TEXTBOOK

Prerequisite: Advanced Precalculus at Holderness or permission by the
department chair. AP Calculus is primarily concerned with developing a
student’s understanding of the concepts of calculus through the use of
the unifying themes of derivatives, integrals, limits, approximation, and
applications and modeling. The course emphasizes a
multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and
A used book is
problems being expressed graphically, numerically, analytically, and
acceptable &
verbally. Students are expected to take the AP exam in May.
encouraged. A TI-84 Plus
calculator is required.

MATH 601 | DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK(S)
Coming soon.

TEXTBOOK

Linear Algebra is a semester course for students who have completed
AP Calculus AB and/or BC. There are widespread applications of Linear
*Students: email Ms.
Algebra to business, engineering, and higher level mathematics. The
main topics covered are systems of linear equations, matrices, Gaussian Wolf before buying the
book—she has several
elimination, Gram-Schmidt orthogonalization, determinants, vector
copies available to
spaces, eigenvalues, and eigenvectors. Students explore a wide range
borrow for the year
of applications and may use computer software.
A TI-84 Plus calculator is
required.
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World Languages Department
The Holderness World Languages Department encourages students to achieve comprehension and
mastery of a language other than their native tongue. Knowledge of at least one culture different from
our own is essential in today’s world. To this end, the school requires two years of study in one language
and students are urged to continue beyond this minimal requirement. No single method or theory of
language instruction is exclusively advocated by the department. Thoroughness of learning is the
common emphasis. Students improve their ability to speak, listen, read, and write by using the language
in the classroom as much as possible.
The following pages contain descriptions of our World Languages Department courses. An * indicates
special requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section. To order textbooks, click
on the image of the book(s) next to the course description for direct purchasing options. If you would
like to find the books through another vendor, be sure to take note of the exact ISBN numbers so
you/your child has the correct book for class.

LANG 101 | FRENCH 1
●

TEXTBOOK

The goals of the first two years of French are to develop concurrently
the basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening
comprehension, and to expose the student to the culture of the
francophone world. At the more advanced levels, the department
emphasizes the development of reading and writing skills through the
study of literature and current cultural texts, while continuing to
provide grammar review. An Advanced Placement course is offered to
qualified students with the permission of the department and the Dean
of Academic Affairs.

Teachers will help you
purchase the correct
textbook and VHL
access codes on the
first day of class.

The goals of the first two years of French are to develop concurrently
the basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening
comprehension, and to expose the student to the culture of the
francophone world.
At the more advanced levels, the department emphasizes the
development of reading and writing skills through the study of
literature and current cultural texts, while continuing to provide
grammar review. An Advanced Placement course is offered to qualified
students with the permission of the department and the Dean of
Academic Affairs.

Teachers will help you
purchase the correct
textbook and VHL
access codes on the
first day of class.

LANG 201 | FRENCH 2
●

●

LANG 301 | FRENCH 3
●

French 3 is an intermediate course in French language and culture,
bridging the levels of beginning language to advanced study. During the
year, students continue their study of French grammar and become
more proficient at interpreting, reading, speaking and writing directly in

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK
Teachers will help you
purchase the correct
textbook and VHL
access codes on the
first day of class.
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the language. Students also continue their study of French and
francophone cultures around the world.

LANG 401 | FRENCH 4
●

French 4 continues the study of French language and serves as the
preparatory year for Advanced Placement French Language and Culture.
Students develop greater proficiency in the details of French language
through the study of advanced grammar, readings, discussion, and
composition. The goals of the course are to develop the ability to
discuss one's ideas coherently and logically in spoken and written
French and to deepen one's knowledge and understanding of French
civilization and francophone culture through readings in French and
francophone literature.

LANG 501 | AP FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE*
●

The goals of the Mandarin Chinese program are to develop basic skills
of reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension, and to
expose students to Chinese culture. Students enrolled in Mandarin
Chinese 1 will spend time focusing on fundamental skills of vocabulary,
syntax, character recognition, tonal recognition, and pronunciation.
Each successive course builds on the work done in previous years,
leading to linguistic and cultural proficiency in the medium novice level
course.

LANG 202 | MANDARIN CHINESE 2
●

Teachers will help you
purchase the correct
textbook and VHL
access codes on the
first day of class.

TEXTBOOK

The AP French Language and Culture course emphasizes continued
language acquisition, communication skills, and cultural knowledge and
understanding. The course will be conducted exclusively in French, and
students will practice on a daily basis their interpersonal, interpretive
and presentational modes of communication and expression. The
course organizes the study of literature, current events, and cultural
ISBN#: 978-1-68004topics under the umbrella of the six College Board designated themes:
034-0 *For special
Science and Technology, Contemporary Life, Global Challenges,
pricing, follow the link
Aesthetics and Beauty, Family and Communities, and Private and Public to create a Vista Higher
Identities. Students are required to take the AP exam in May.
Learning account.

LANG 102 | MANDARIN CHINESE 1
●

TEXTBOOKS

The goals of the Mandarin Chinese program are to develop basic skills
of reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension, and to
expose students to Chinese culture. Students enrolled in Mandarin
Chinese 2 will spend time focusing on vocabulary and syntax building.
Each successive course builds on the work done in previous years,
leading to linguistic and cultural proficiency in the high novice level
course.
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LANG 302 | MANDARIN CHINESE 3
●

The goals of the Mandarin Chinese program are to develop skills of
reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension, and to
develop students’ understanding of Chinese culture. Students enrolled
in Mandarin Chinese 3 will spend time focusing on daily conversation
topics. Each successive course builds on the work done in previous
years, leading to linguistic and cultural proficiency in the low
intermediate level course.

LANG 402 | MANDARIN CHINESE 4
●

The goals of the Mandarin Chinese program are to develop skills of
reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension, and to
develop students’ understanding of Chinese culture. Students enrolled
in Mandarin Chinese 4 will spend time focusing on daily conversation
topics. Each successive course builds on the work done in previous
years, leading to linguistic and cultural proficiency in the medium
intermediate level course.

LANG 552 | MANDARIN CHINESE 5
●
●

Mandarin Chinese 5 is an honors-level course.
The goals of the Mandarin Chinese program are to develop skills of
reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension, and to
develop students’ understanding of Chinese culture. Students enrolled
in Mandarin Chinese 5 will spend time focusing on writing and speaking
fluency in deeper and more complicated topics. Successfully completing
this course will help students prepare for higher level Chinese courses in
college.

LANG 103 | SPANISH 1
●

TEXTBOOKS

TEXTBOOKS

TEXTBOOK

The aim of the first two years of Spanish is to help students achieve a
mastery of basic written and spoken language, and to introduce Spanish
and Hispanic history and culture. The Spanish 1 and Spanish 2 courses
stress vocabulary, grammar, syntax, and pronunciation. Students and
teachers use internet sources alongside the textbook to engage with
real-life situations, current events and to look at the cultural differences
and similarities between what we study and the students' own
experiences.

Teachers will help you
purchase the correct
textbook and VHL
access codes on the
first day of class.

The aim of the first two years of Spanish is to help students achieve a
mastery of basic written and spoken language, and to introduce Spanish
and Hispanic history and culture. The Spanish 1 and Spanish 2 courses
stress vocabulary, grammar, syntax, and pronunciation. Students and
teachers use internet sources alongside the textbook to engage with
real-life situations, current events and to look at the cultural differences
and similarities between what we study and the students' own
experiences.

Teachers will help you
purchase the correct
textbook and VHL
access codes on the
first day of class.

LANG 203 | SPANISH 2
●

TEXTBOOKS

TEXTBOOK
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LANG 303 | SPANISH 3
●

In the third and fourth years, students continue to expand their
working vocabularies and grammatical understanding, and focus on
writing and speaking with fluidity and idiomatic language. Students
will study not only literary selections in Spanish, but will also use
current events, pop culture, art and historical events to practice the
language and increase their cultural understanding of the many
Spanish-speaking regions of the world. These courses are conducted
almost exclusively in Spanish.

Teachers will help you
purchase the correct
textbook and VHL access
codes on the first day of
class.

In the third and fourth years, students continue to expand their
working vocabularies and grammatical understanding, and focus on
writing and speaking with fluidity and idiomatic language. Students
will study not only literary selections in Spanish, but will also use
current events, pop culture, art and historical events to practice the
language and increase their cultural understanding of the many
Spanish-speaking regions of the world. These courses are conducted
almost exclusively in Spanish.

Teachers will help you
purchase the correct
textbook and VHL access
codes on the first day of
class.

LANG 403 | SPANISH 4
●

LANG 503 | AP SPANISH LANGUAGE*
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

The AP Spanish Language and Culture course emphasizes continued
language acquisition, communication skills, and cultural knowledge
and understanding. The course will be conducted exclusively in
Spanish, and students will practice on a daily basis their
interpersonal, interpretive and presentational modes of
ISBN: 978-1-5433-452-7 You
communication and expression. The course organizes the study of
only need to buy the
literature, current events, and cultural topics under the umbrella of
Worktext Supersite Plus
the six College Board designated themes: Science and Technology,
Code. Follow the link and
Contemporary Life, Global Challenges, Aesthetics and Beauty, Family click the “Codes & Other
and Communities, and Private and Public Identities. Students are
Materials” tab. You DO NOT
required to take the AP exam in May.
need a copy of the book.

LANG 603 | AP SPANISH LITERATURE*
●

TEXTBOOK

TEXTBOOK

The AP Spanish Literature and Culture course is a survey of Spanish
and Hispanic literary works ranging from the 13th century to the
21st century. Students read and analyze poetry, prose, essays and
theater pieces from several time periods, including such notable
works as Cervantes' El ingenioso hidalgo don Quijote de la Mancha
(excerpts), Lorca's La casa de Bernarda Alba, and poetry by Sor Juana
Ines de la Cruz. Students refine their analytical writing skills through
If you purchase a used
comparative essays and shorter, interpretive pieces. Much of the
textbook, make sure there is
class time is spent discussing the readings; students thus hone their
no writing in it.
speaking skills as well. The class is conducted exclusively in Spanish.
Students are required to take the AP exam in May.
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Art Department - Performing Arts
At Holderness, we believe that the arts are not a frill, but an essential means of developing creativity,
imaginations, resourcefulness, teamwork, and self-discipline. The theater department mounts full–scale
fall and spring productions in addition to regular coursework, helping students build skills of
communication, analysis, problem–solving, and organization while working toward a common goal.
The Carpenter Arts Center—a spacious and sunny renovation of the original Holderness School
gymnasium—features soundproof rehearsal rooms and a recording studio. The Hagerman
Center—which features a 325–seat auditorium—hosts student and professional performances as well as
weekly all–school assemblies.
The following pages contain descriptions of our Performing Arts courses. An * indicates special
requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section. To order textbooks, click on the
image of the book(s) next to the course description for direct purchasing options. If you would like to
find the books through another vendor, be sure to take note of the exact ISBN numbers so you/your child
has the correct book for class.

ART 101 | EXPERIMENTAL MUSIC
●
●

Open to all 9th-grade students
This course is an introduction to music performance, composition, and
appreciation. Students will be introduced to the work of prominent
experimental musicians and explore their creative methods.
Fundamental musical concepts will be explored including: perceptions
of time, harmony, melody as spoken language, naturally occurring and
man made music (ambient music vs. popular song forms), etc.
Concepts will be incorporated during lab style creative projects, where
discoveries are documented and shared as part of the peer learning
process. Improvisation and various styles of notation are part of
experiencing musical concepts. This is an ideal environment to begin
creating music or continue a musical practice.

ART 104 | INTRO TO ACTING
●
●

TEXTBOOK(S)

Coming soon.

TEXTBOOK

Introductory course
This semester-length course covers the foundations of acting - action,
objective, emotions, motivation, movement, and voice. Through
coursework focused on the history of drama and influential acting
teachers and their methods, students will understand the context of this No textbook required.
craft. Students will also develop essential skills such as focus,
imagination, attention, observation, memorization, teamwork, and
problem-solving through exercises, activities, and scene work. This
course serves to strengthen students skills and confidence on stage.
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ART 201 | VOCAL PERFORMANCE

TEXTBOOK

● Open to students with some experience singing. May need teacher
approval.
● Vocal Performance will work on a variety of pieces written for mixed
voice group singing, with the opportunity for solo and group work. The
aim of each semester will be to expose students to the extensive world
of vocal performance. Student performance opportunities include:
chapel, assembly, open mic and winter and spring concerts.

ART 202 | BAND

No textbook required.

TEXTBOOK

● Open to students with some experience playing an instrument. May
need teacher approval.

● Students will play a variety of genres of music based on the abilities and
No textbook required.
instruments provided in the group as it varies year to year. The aim of
each semester will be to expose students to a breadth of music, work on
playing as an ensemble, solo/improvisation work, basic music
comprehension and performing.

ART 204 | CREATIVE MOVEMENT

TEXTBOOK(S)

● Introductory course
● Creative Movement is an active performance-based course designed to
enhance overall fitness, movement range, and creativity. Techniques
and skills are at levels appropriate to each student's dance experience.
Students learn the four core elements of dance: basic dance steps,
combinations, theories and contexts, and performance through daily
class warm-ups, exercises, practice, and individual and group work. The
emphasis is on fusing physical techniques and creative collaboration
with social, cultural, and historical contexts. Classes include
flow-through warm-ups designed to highlight strength and flexibility,
movement across the floor ranging from basic locomotor to
choreographed phrases, and creative exercises designed to enhance
motor learning by exploring the elements of movement - space, time,
force, and shape. Students will develop an individual movement
language.

ART 303 | MUSIC PRODUCTION

Coming soon.

TEXTBOOK

● Prerequisite Experimental Music or relevant experience
● This course is an introduction to music performance, composition, and
appreciation. Students will be introduced to the work of prominent
experimental musicians and explore their creative methods.
Fundamental musical concepts will be explored including: perceptions
of time, harmony, melody as spoken language, naturally occurring and
man made music (ambient music vs. popular song forms), etc. Concepts
will be incorporated during lab style creative projects, where discoveries
are documented and shared as part of the peer learning process.
Improvisation and various styles of notation are part of experiencing
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assigned in class.
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musical concepts. This is an ideal environment to begin creating music
or continue a musical practice.

ART 304 | LIVE MIC—STORYTELLING, SPOKEN
WORD, AND SLAM!

TEXTBOOK(S)

● Intermediate course
● This class explores all the components in finding your voice to tell a
story through various styles and methods of articulation including a
Moth Radio Hour inspired approach to Storytelling, Spoken Word
Poetry, and the more metered and energetic genre of Slam. Students
are trained in all of these styles and will have the opportunity to
perform in one area of choice by the end of the semester. The focus in
this class is on process, honest and polished articulation, and learning
the difference between successfully telling a story that is not written as
a set text, and performing a more specifically constructed work of
Spoken Word or Slam. This is a celebration of the oral tradition in
humanity. Everyone has a story; what’s yours?

ART 305 | ACTING & SCENE STUDY

Coming soon.

TEXTBOOK(S)

● Acting experience either in the productions or Intro to Acting course
required. Special exceptions may be requested from the teacher.
● This semester-long elective allows students to create advanced work in
the areas of acting. Students will acquire and develop advanced acting
skills while increasing their comfort level with performing on stage.
Through monologues, scene work, and exercises, students examine an
actor's techniques to develop a character. Coursework includes working
with Susan Batson's Truth: Personas, Needs, and Flaws in the Art of
Building Actors and Creating Characters and Uta Hagen's Respect for
Acting. Exercises include movement, sense memory, personalization,
objective, beat work, and beginning text analysis. There will also be
opportunities to analyze, critique, and construct meanings from
informal and formal theater and film. Students will perform scene
studies throughout the semester.

ART 403 | PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE

Coming soon.

TEXTBOOK(S)

● Prerequisite: Vocal Performance or Band
● The Performance Ensemble is a collective of advanced instrumentalists
and vocalists focused on performing and recording the music of living
artists. Projects include off campus performances and collaborations
with professionals, as well as regular features at school events.
Students are encouraged to develop original work and share it with the
ensemble during monthly studio classes. This is a supportive and
challenging course ideal for students interested in continuing their
musical growth beyond high school.

Coming soon.
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ENG/ART 417 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR:
PLAYWRITING

TEXTBOOK

● This advanced semester-long elective provides students an opportunity
to create work in playwriting and dramatic works. Students will acquire
and develop skills for dramatic writing while increasing their comfort
level with storytelling created for the stage. Through the writing of
monologues, scenes, and short plays, students will examine the
techniques a playwright uses to develop a story through plot and
character. In this course, instruction will focus on the craft basics:
structure, plot, character, conflict, setting, dialogue, and formatting.
Students will also analyze and critique existing plays through readings
and viewings to gain context and understanding. Playwrights and their
works will include August Wilson, Lynn Nottage, Yasmina Reza, Tarell
Alvin McCraney, and Martin McDonagh.
● Playwriting is an upper-level semester course and is cross-listed in the
Arts and English departments.
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Art Department - Visual Arts
Holderness School offers a wide range of visual arts curricula. The fine arts faculty offers training in
studio arts, ceramics, photography, filmmaking, and regularly exhibits student work in the Heide Family
Gallery as well as in other campus common spaces.
The Carpenter Arts Center—a spacious and sunny renovation of the original Holderness School
gymnasium—is home to most of the fine arts coursework. The facility features a digital photography lab,
a ceramics studio with eight wheels and a gas kiln, a press for linoleum or wood block printing, a
darkroom with 11 enlarger–equipped work stations, a studio for still–life and portrait photography, a
matting and critiquing room, and student gallery space.
The following pages contain descriptions of our Visual Arts courses. An * indicates special
requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section. To order textbooks, click on the
image of the book(s) next to the course description for direct purchasing options. If you would like to
find the books through another vendor, be sure to take note of the exact ISBN numbers so you/your child
has the correct book for class.

ART 106 | STUDIO PRACTICES I

TEXTBOOK

● Student artists in the Studio Practices course will experiment with a
variety of media to create visual art. The elements of art (line, shape,
space, color, value, texture, and form) are applied in two-dimensional
drawing, painting and design lessons. Students will begin to apply the
principles of design, (rhythm/ movement, balance, proportion/ scale,
variety/ unity, emphasis, contrast and repetition) in their art expression.
The development and application of artistic techniques and skills are
emphasized.
No textbook required.
● Students will express their ideas by using art as a form of
communication and will develop the confidence and ability to evaluate
and discuss their own work and the work of others. As students work
toward an appreciation and understanding of art, they will relate visual
arts to various historical and cultural traditions. Students will learn to
respect their own ideas and artistic expressions and those of others as
they analyze and evaluate works of art.

ART 107 | 2D DIGITAL DESIGN

TEXTBOOK

● This course places an emphasis on graphic communication. Students
will develop their creative process through brainstorming and
sketching, explore design principles and elements, and practice digital
image manipulation. Assignments include: personal branding, logo,
business card & letterhead design. Depending on student interest,
potential projects include infographic, package, sticker, poster, album,
and t-shirt design.

No textbook required.
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● The goals of this course are for students to develop their creative
process, learn and practice the foundations of design, discover how
design permeates other areas of study, and explore potential career
paths.

ART 108 | 3D FOUNDATIONS

TEXTBOOK

● Student artists in the 3D Foundations course will experiment with a
variety of media to create visual art during this semester-long course.
The elements of art (line, shape, form, space, color, value, and texture)
are applied in two and three-dimensional design lessons. Students will
apply the principles of design, (movement, balance, proportion/ scale,
variety, unity, emphasis, contrast, figure/ground relationships and
rhythm/ repetition) with their artistic expression. The development and
application of artistic techniques and skills are emphasized. Students
will express their ideas by using art as a form of communication.
No textbook required.
● A wide range of mediums are used in this course including, but not
limited to pencils, paper, cardboard, wire, clay, found materials and
mixed media. Students will develop the confidence and ability to
evaluate and discuss their own work and the work of others. As
students work toward an appreciation and understanding of art, they
will relate visual arts to various historical and cultural traditions.
Students will learn to respect their own ideas and artistic expressions
and those of others as they analyze and evaluate works of art. Students
will develop ePortfolios that will be assessed after each lesson and at
the end of the semester.

ART 109 | PHOTOGRAPHY I

TEXTBOOK

● Photography I will establish a solid photographic foundation in a
hands-on teaching environment by introducing students to the magic
and craft of digital photography. Students will learn basic photographic
techniques using professional digital cameras in manual exposure
mode. Students will work individually as well as collaboratively in
groups while discussing the photographic merits of particular places
and shooting at different times of day.
● Students will learn how to see and recognize the quality of light, color
and tone when making photographs as well as how to compose an
image, and how to capture a photographic moment. They will also be
introduced to studio lighting, Adobe Photoshop, and the process of
printing professional quality photographs.
● Students will also experience the analog traditional darkroom and make
their own pin-hole cameras. In short, students will learn diverse
photographic techniques with an emphasis on how to see and create
meaningful and powerful photographs.

ART 110 | FILMMAKING I

● Students will be introduced to the technical and fundamental skills
needed to create short films using digital video cameras and Adobe

50 | Holderness School Curriculum and Registration Guide

Media Literacy Required
Reading: Students will
be required to regularly
read one of several
mainstream news
outlets, such as the New
York Times or the Wall
Street Journal for class
discussions about news
and culture.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS | Art Department - Visual Arts
Premiere Pro. They will study conceptual aspects of narrative
storytelling in documentary and fiction. The class will emphasize
creativity, personal vision and collaboration. We will view many films
and scenes from various genres as creative examples for both technique
and inspiration. Students will be challenged to consider the images and
videos we make and view in order to improve visual literacy in the
fast-paced visual culture we live in. The course will involve hands-on
training while working towards a final project.

ART 206 | STUDIO PRACTICES II

TEXTBOOK

● This advanced course is a study of the principles and elements of art
using a variety of studio media to explore compositional possibilities on
a two-dimensional surface or three-dimensional space. The elements of
design are like a palette of possibilities that artists use to express
themselves. The principles of design help guide artists in making
decisions about how to organize the elements on a picture plane or in
physical space in order to communicate content. In order to think
critically about visual design, this course will begin with a practical
approach to solving visual problems while introducing the vocabulary of
visual terms and visual analysis.
● Through structured studio experiences, students in intermediate studio No textbook required.
courses will learn the intrinsic qualities of various media and develop an
understanding of compositional strategies, technical skills and design
processes. The importance of good craftsmanship and a professional
approach to studio practices will be emphasized along with the
experimental and imaginative manipulation of form and content.
Increasing emphasis will be placed on subjectivity, content and
conceptual development in student work.
● Students will develop digital portfolios that will be assessed after each
lesson and at the end of the semester with the guidance of specific
grading rubrics and group critiques.

ART 208 | CERAMICS II

TEXTBOOK

● This semester-long course builds on skills and ideas learned in 3D
Foundations. Ceramics II focuses on the technique of wheel-throwing to
create functional and sculptural clay forms. Students will gain familiarity
with the tools and equipment used in throwing clay while increasing
their technical proficiency, exploring a diversity of forms, and employing
a variety of glazing techniques. Students learn terms and definitions in
Learning resources to be
order to become more familiar with the technical aspects of ceramics.
provided in class.
● Through structured studio experiences, students in advanced ceramics
courses will learn the intrinsic qualities of clay and develop an
understanding of compositional strategies, technical skills and design
processes. The importance of good craftsmanship and a professional
approach to studio practices will be emphasized along with the
experimental and imaginative manipulation of form and content.
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Increasing emphasis will be placed on subjectivity, content and
conceptual development in student work.
● Students will develop digital portfolios that will be assessed after each
lesson and at the end of the semester with the guidance of specific
grading rubrics and group critiques.

ART 209 | PHOTOGRAPHY II

TEXTBOOK

● Photography II begins where Photography I left off. Students will
continue using professional digital cameras and learn additional Adobe
Photoshop techniques. Emphasis will be placed on further developing
talent, artistic expression and documentary communication in a
hands-on environment. Students will be exposed to modern and
contemporary photography and will study the work of influential
photographers. We will often work together shooting as a group while
discussing the photographic merits of particular places, quality of light
and shooting at different times of day. Students will also have access to
professional lighting equipment they can use in the studio as well as out
on location.
● Students will also take part in meaningful group critiques of their work
and consider standards and ethics in art and documentary practice. The
class will have an emphasis on creativity and diverse interpretation of
assignments as well as a personal project of the students’ choosing.
● The class will also look at photography that illustrates diverse cultures at
home and abroad as well as photography that takes an activist
approach. Students will learn how to present photographs in murals,
print portfolios, on the web and mounted on a wall.

ART 210 | FILMMAKING II

Media Literacy Required
Reading: Students will
be required to regularly
read one of several
mainstream news
outlets, such as the New
York Times or the Wall
Street Journal for class
discussions about news
and culture.

TEXTBOOK

● Students will continue their filmmaking education with an emphasis on
narrative storytelling and self-expression in documentary and fiction.
Students will work to develop their personal vision in a hands-on
creative environment individually as well as collaboratively in groups.
Craft and creating compelling films with emotional impact are of
principal importance in this class. Students will shoot with professional
grade DSLR cameras and audio equipment as they fulfill creative,
enjoyable and gratifying assignments while working towards a final
project. Students enrolled in this course will gain more experience with
writing screenplays and creating storyboards for film projects. We will
also view films and regularly have constructive group discussions and
critiques. Filmmaking I, or equivalent, is required to sign-up for this
course.
● During the course each student will be taught:
· How to tell an impactful and emotive story
· Expand their knowledge of composition and lighting
· To develop editing techniques in Adobe Premier Pro
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ART 308 | CERAMICS III

TEXTBOOK

● Ceramics III allows students to build on skills and ideas learned in 3D
Foundations and Ceramics II. Assignments are tailored to each student,
focusing on individual interests, while experimenting with conceptual
ideas, and techniques in building and glazing work.
● Through structured studio experiences, students in advanced ceramics
courses will learn the intrinsic qualities of clay and develop an
understanding of compositional strategies, technical skills and design
Learning resources to be
processes. The importance of good craftsmanship and a professional
provided in class.
approach to studio practices will be emphasized along with the
experimental and imaginative manipulation of form and content.
Increasing emphasis will be placed on subjectivity, content and
conceptual development in student work.
● Students will develop digital portfolios that will be assessed after each
lesson and at the end of the semester with the guidance of specific
grading rubrics and group critiques.

ART 309 | PHOTOGRAPHY III

TEXTBOOK

● Photography III is for advanced photographers who wish to immerse
themselves further into photographic practice. The curriculum is geared
towards a student’s interest: whether it be abstraction, portraiture,
documentary, landscape, digital or traditional film and darkroom
techniques. Emphasis is placed on creating personal work and spending
time deeply involved in longer-term projects using photography to
create a series of images that work together.
● Students will regularly view classic and contemporary photography and
take part in group discussions and critiques. They will be required to
present their long-term project(s) in either book form, murals,
alternative techniques, print portfolio, on the web or mounted on a
wall.

ART 310 | FILMMAKING III

TEXTBOOK

● This course is designed for more advanced filmmakers who wish to
immerse themselves further in the medium of film and cinema. The
curriculum is geared towards students’ interest; whether it be narrative
fiction or documentary. Strong emphasis is placed on creating personal
work, exploration of a theme and spending time deeply involved in a
No textbook required.
long-term film project in an experiential learning environment.
● Students will regularly share their work as it is in progress, view films
and film scenes and be expected to participate in group discussions and
critiques. They will be required to present their long-term film project(s)
at the end of the semester.
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A NOTE ABOUT AP ART & DESIGN COURSES

(Prerequisite at least one intro course and one intermediate course AND permission of instructor)
The AP Art and Design program consists of three different courses and AP Portfolio Exams—AP 2-D Art
and Design, AP 3-D Art and Design, and AP Drawing—corresponding to college and university
foundations courses. Students may choose to submit any or all of the AP Portfolio Exams.
Students create a portfolio of work to demonstrate inquiry through art and design and development of
materials, processes, and ideas over the course of a year. Portfolios include works of art and design,
process documentation, and written information about the work presented.
In May, students submit portfolios for evaluation based on specific criteria, which include skillful
synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas and sustained investigation through practice,
experimentation, and revision, guided by questions. Students may choose to submit any or all of the AP
Portfolio Exams.

ART 506 | AP 2D ART & DESIGN*

TEXTBOOK

● This portfolio is designated for work that focuses on the use of
two-dimensional (2-D) elements and principles of art and design,
including point, line, shape, plane, layer, form, space, texture, color,
value, opacity, transparency, time, unity, variety, rhythm, movement,
proportion, scale, balance, emphasis, contrast, repetition, figure/ground
relationship, connection, juxtaposition, and hierarchy. Students should
Learning resources to be
consider how materials, processes, and ideas can be used to make work
provided in class.
that exists on a flat surface.
● Students can work with any materials, processes, and ideas. Graphic
design, digital imaging, photography, collage, fabric design, weaving,
fashion design, fashion illustration, painting, and printmaking are among
the possibilities for submission. Still images from videos or films are
accepted. Composite images may be submitted.

ART 507 | AP DRAWING*

TEXTBOOK

● This portfolio is designated for work that focuses on the use of
mark-making, line, surface, space, light and shade, and composition.
Students should consider marks that can be used to make drawings, the
arrangement of marks, the materials and processes used to make
Learning resources to be
marks, and relationships of marks and ideas.
provided in class.
● Students can work with any materials, processes, and ideas. Drawing
(analog and digital), painting, printmaking, and mixed media work are
among the possibilities for submission. Still images from videos or film
are accepted. Composite images may be submitted.

ART 508 | AP 3D ART & DESIGN*

● This portfolio is designated for work that focuses on the use of
three-dimensional (3-D) elements and principles of art and design,
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Learning resources to be
provided in class.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS | Art Department - Visual Arts
including point, line, shape, plane, layer, form, volume, mass,
occupied/unoccupied space, texture, color, value, opacity,
transparency, time, unity, variety, rhythm, movement, proportion,
scale, balance, emphasis, contrast, repetition, connection,
juxtaposition, and hierarchy. Students should consider how materials,
processes, and ideas can be used to make work that involves space and
form.
● Students can work with any materials, processes, and ideas. Figurative
or non figurative sculpture, architectural models, metal work,
ceramics, glasswork, installation, performance, assemblage, and 3-D
fabric/fiber arts are among the possibilities for submission. Still images
from videos or films are accepted. Composite images may be
submitted.
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Theology & Religious Studies Department
The Holderness Theology & Religious Studies Department promotes a pedagogical partnership between
a student's academic learning and personal reflection in the pursuit of meaningful engagement with
religious traditions. In addition to the historical and critical examination of material from primary and
secondary sources in religious studies, all coursework also contains a self-reflective component designed
to cultivate thinking on spiritual themes. Topics relate to spiritual dimensions of life that are often
universal to human experience. This provides an opportunity for students to explore and develop
themselves spiritually, even as they grow intellectually in their understanding of major religious
traditions. Students are required to take one course in the Theology & Religious Studies Department in
order to graduate.
The following pages contain descriptions of our Theology & Religious Studies Department courses. An *
indicates special requirements— please see the Advanced Placement Program section. To order
textbooks, click on the image of the book(s) next to the course description for direct purchasing options.
If you would like to find the books through another vendor, be sure to take note of the exact ISBN
numbers so you/your child has the correct book for class.

THEO 201 | WORLD RELIGIONS
●

The one-semester World Religions course cultivates students' cultural
and analytical reasoning, expands their capacities for empathy and
creative imagination, develops their reflective and moral sensibilities,
and builds foundational knowledge of Judaism, Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, and Buddhism.

HIST/THEO 207 | US HISTORY 2: HISTORY OF
CHRISTIANITY IN AMERICA
●

TEXTBOOKS

This dual credit History and Theology course takes a deep dive into the
evolution of the Christian faith since its arrival on American soil. The
course will examine how Christian theology and social movements have
reciprocally impacted each other and how this has shaped American
identity, values, and culture. We will look at major events such as:
colonization, The Great Awakening, Slavery and the Civil War, the Great
Revival, the ordinations of women, the emergence of the black church,
and The Civil Rights Movement. Throughout the semester students will
engage in a variety of primary sources and learn how to extract
theological claims and arguments. Students will also have an
opportunity to research a topic of their own choosing, exploring the
religious landscape throughout American history not limited to the
Christian faith. The class will culminate with a look into modern
American Christian culture and theology, and its challenges and
opportunities. While the class is focused on the history of the Christian
faith, students only need a sense of intellectual curiosity and a
commitment to learning in order to do well and develop valuable skills.
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ENG/THEO 403 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR:
THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE
●

●

TEXTBOOK

Is there a Bible on your shelf somewhere but you’ve never really read
it? Did you know the Bible is more of a library than a book? Are the
readings in chapel a total mystery to you? Have you ever encountered a
biblical reference in another book and wished you knew more? Are you
or a loved one named after a figure in the Bible but know little about
the namesake? Do you wish to call yourself well read? These are just
some of the questions that might lead you to consider taking this
course. In The Bible as Literature, we will consider the ways the Bible
animates historical and contemporary political rhetoric, and how it
serves as an example of graceful and dramatic writing and storytelling,
the influence of which is felt in ways we often take for granted.
The Bible as Literature is an upper-level semester course which provides
an additional choice for students seeking to satisfy the graduation
requirement in Theology & Religious Studies. Cross-listed in the
Theology and English departments.

ENG/THEO 413 | ADVANCED ENGLISH SEMINAR:
THE SPIRITUAL MEMOIR

TEXTBOOK

● The Spiritual Memoir class will examine how people have processed
topics related to faith and spirituality through the art of memoir. The
class will read a variety of best-selling memoirists, such as Anne Lamott,
C.S. Lewis, Simone Weil, Brian McClaren, Shauna Niequist, and Kate
Braestrup, and consider how they processed the experiences of leaving
or finding their faith community, traumatic events, or just everyday life.
We will look at how their faith or spirituality helped them – or didn’t
help them – through these experiences and how their concept of God
Exact texts will be
changed as they did. Students will also personally engage with the
determined by the
authors’ central questions: Who/what/where is God? How do we make
teacher with plenty of
sense of unthinkable tragedy? What does it mean to live a “good life”?
time to purchase them
Who am I and where do I belong? This dual credit English and Theology
in advance.
course offers students the opportunity to not only read compelling
literature, but also to wrestle with questions about the divine and
reflect on their own life through practicing some memoir writing of
their own.
● The Spiritual Memoir is an upper-level semester course which provides
an additional choice for students seeking to satisfy the graduation
requirement in Theology & Religious Studies. Cross-listed in the
Theology and English departments.
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Human Development
HEALTH 201 | HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
●

Human Development is a quarter-long course covering topics such as
human sexuality,reproductive anatomy, gender roles and identity,
sexual orientation, birth control, and teen pregnancy. In addition to the
human sexuality component, the course discusses the dangers of drug
and alcohol use. Human Development is a pass/fail course.

TEXTBOOKs
No textbook required.

Capstone
CAPSTONE 501 | CAPSTONE
●

TEXTBOOK

Capstone is an experiential educational opportunity designed to
provide seniors with the platform to develop their intellectual curiosity
while researching and delving into the exploration of a topic of their
choosing. While the essential question they create is central, it is the
educational journey the students take to address that question which is
most important. Included in that experience are the following
components of Capstone:
No textbook required.
○ Researching and annotating
○ Communicating with mentors
○ Interviewing experts
○ Writing a literature review
○ Planning and completing a March Experience
○ Presenting to the community
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM

Introduction

Holderness School offers Advanced Placement courses in each discipline to students prepared for the
rigor of these courses. These courses are more time-consuming than other courses because their
content and pace resembles that of a college-level course. Advanced Placement courses demand a high
level of independent work on the part of the student and a commitment to more than an hour of
homework time each night. Therefore, only students who are extremely well prepared, possess an
unusual level of self-discipline, and are intensely interested in the subject matter should consider taking
an Advanced Placement course.
All Advanced Placement students are required to take their Advanced Placement exam(s) when they
are given in May. The exams are graded on a scale of 1 through 5, 5 being the highest. Many colleges
accept scores of 3, 4 or 5 either for course credit or for placement; policies for placement and credit are
determined independently by each college. The fee of approximately $100.00 per exam is high, but
much less than a semester credit college course. Your student’s account will be charged $40 at the time
of signing up in case of cancellation. The remaining amount will be charged after the exams.
Some students may qualify for several Advanced Placement courses. In constructing appropriately
balanced schedules, however, Holderness usually limits a student to no more than three AP courses in
any given year. In our experience, such a schedule permits a student to maintain quality performance in
all areas. Students should know that the listing of AP courses on transcripts is impressive only when the
student’s grades in all courses are also impressive, and that each academic year is filled with other
important opportunities in athletics, the arts, and leadership roles.
On the next pages, please find the criteria used in the student selection process for Advanced Placement
courses. We hope it will be helpful to you as you decide your entire course schedule for next year.

History AP Advanced History of the Math
AP Calculus AB
West 1 & 2
AP Calculus BC (semester &
AP Comparative Government
full-year)
AP Economics
AP Computer Science A
AP European History
AP Statistics
Science AP Biology
Languages AP French Language
AP Environmental Science
AP Spanish Language
AP Physics C
AP Spanish Literature
Art
AP Drawing
English AP Language & Composition
AP 2D Art & Design
AP Literature & Composition
AP 3D Art & Design
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History - Qualifications for Selection

AP ADVANCED HISTORY OF THE WEST 1 & 2
Prerequisites
●

●

●

The course is designed for sophomores or juniors only, as it is a two-year course. This course
combines a survey of United States and European history and is intended for students who have
not completed survey work in either histories in high school. Thus, any students with previous
high school level survey work in U.S. and/or European History are precluded from taking
Advanced History of the West.
Sophomores who wish to apply for Advanced History of the West:
○ Must have an average of B+ in their freshman history course
○ Returning students must receive a recommendation from their current history teacher
and new students need approval from the history department chair and Academic Dean
Juniors who wish to apply for Advanced History of the West:
○ Must have an average of B+ in all their high school history course
○ Returning students must receive a recommendation from their current history teacher
and new students need approval from the history department chair and Academic Dean

AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT
Prerequisites
●
●
●

Open to qualified 11th & 12th grade students
Completion of at least one AP history course
Returning students must receive a recommendation from their current history teacher and new
students need approval from the history department chair and Academic Dean

AP ECONOMICS
Prerequisites
●

The student applying for AP Economics must have:
○ An average grade of “B” or higher in the current math course at the time of application
○ Completed Algebra II successfully
○ Successfully completed assigned summer work

AP European History
Prerequisites
●
●
●
●

Open to qualified 11th & 12th grade students
Must have achieved a “B+” or higher average in the student’s previous English course
Must have achieved a “B+” or higher average in the student’s previous history course
Returning students must receive a recommendation from their current history teacher and new
students need approval from the history department chair and Academic Dean
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Math - Qualifications for Selection
AP CALCULUS AB
Prerequisites
●

Students applying for AP Calculus AB must have:
○ Completed Precalculus with a year-end average of “B+” or higher or completed Honors
Precalculus with a “B” or higher or completed Advanced Precalculus
○ The recommendation of the student’s current Precalculus teacher

Application
●

Students applying for the AP Calculus AB course must complete assigned summer work based on
the current text, and successfully pass (earn a “B-” or higher) a test on that material during the
first week of classes.

AP CALCULUS BC (Semester)
Prerequisites
●

Students applying for AP Calculus BC must have:
○ A recommendation from the student’s current AP Calculus teacher

AP CALCULUS BC (Full-year)
Prerequisites
●

Students applying for AP Calculus BC must have:
○ Completed Advanced Precalculus Teacher
○ A recommendation from the student’s current Advanced Precalculus Teacher
○ Successfully completed assigned summer work

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A
Prerequisites
●

The student applying for AP Computer Science A must have:
○ An average grade of “B” or higher in the current math course at the time of application
○ Completed Algebra II successfully
○ Successfully completed assigned summer work

AP STATISTICS
Prerequisites
●

The student applying for AP Statistics must have:
○ An average grade of “B” or higher in the current math course at the time of application
○ Completed Algebra II successfully
○ Successfully completed assigned summer work
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Science - Qualifications for Selection
AP BIOLOGY
Prerequisites
●

Students applying for AP Biology must have:
○ Achieved a year-end average of “B+” or higher in the student’s first year Biology course
○ Earned a year-end average of “B” in the Honors Chemistry course (“B+” in regular
Chemistry)
○ A strong academic record in all courses in the previous academic year
○ The recommendation of a student’s current science teacher
○ A sincere interest in the study of biology

Selection
●

All students who meet the above criteria and who are willing to make the commitment to meet
the course expectations (including four to six hours of homework per week, plus work on some
vacations and during the summer) will be selected for AP Biology.

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Prerequisites
●
●

Open to qualified 11th & 12th grade students
Students applying for AP Environmental Science must have:
○ An “A” or “B” in a previous biology course
○ An “A” or “B” in a previous chemistry course
○ A sincere interest in the study of environmental science

Selection
●

Students must provide evidence of the above to be considered for the course. Students who are
missing one of the above criteria must request permission from the instructor.

AP PHYSICS C
Prerequisites
●

Students applying for Physics C must have:
○ An “A” or a “B” in a previous physics course
○ An “A” or a “B” in a previous calculus or pre-calculus course
○ Permission from the instructor

Selection
●

All students who meet the above criteria will be enrolled in the course. Students who are
interested in taking the course but lack one of the prerequisites must seek permission from the
instructor.
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Languages - Qualifications for Selection

AP FRENCH LANGUAGE, AP SPANISH LANGUAGE, OR AP SPANISH
LITERATURE
Prerequisites & Application
●

The student applying for an Advanced Placement level course in a foreign language must have:
○ Completed the previous language course with a “B+” minimum average
○ Received a written recommendation for the course from the previous language course
teacher
○ Participate in a 2-5 minute oral interview with the AP instructor to demonstrate speaking
proficiency
○ Demonstrated, through a recent sample paper or a letter of intent, particular interest
and strength in reading, literary analysis, and writing in the target language

Selection
●

The department chair will receive all written recommendations, and the AP instructor will review
the students’ work. The chair and instructors will then accept all qualified candidates.

Art - Qualifications for Selection
AP ART & DESIGN

Prerequisites and Application
●
●

Open to qualified 11th & 12th grade students
Students applying to AP Art & Design must have:
○ Successful completion of two art courses including one intro course and one
intermediate course in the same discipline, ex. Photo I and Photo II, or Studio Practices I
and Studio Practices II
○ Permission from the instructor after a consultation and review of previous artworks
○ A sincere interest and commitment to developing materials, processes, and ideas
through a sustained investigation guided by a question.
○ A willingness to consistently practice, experiment, and revise based on feedback from
faculty and peers, that will result in completion of at least seven works of art and 14
process pieces.

Selection
●

Students must provide evidence of the above to be considered for the course. The department
will review applications and accept qualified applicants.
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English - Qualifications for Selection

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION
Prerequisites and Application
●
●

Open to qualified 11th & 12th grade students
Students applying for AP English Language & Composition must have:
○ Earn a grade of at least “B+” in the previous English course
○ Obtain the support and recommendation of the student’s previous English teacher
○ Submit a letter of intent explaining the student’s interest in the course

Selection
●

The department will review applications and accept qualified applicants.

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION
Prerequisites and Application
●
●

Open to qualified 11th & 12th grade students
Students applying for AP English Literature & Composition must have:
○ Earn a grade of at least “A-” in AP English Language & Composition
○ Obtain the support and recommendation of the student’s previous English teacher
○ Submit a letter of intent explaining the student’s interest in the course

Selection
●

The department will review applications and accept qualified applicants.

64 | Holderness School Curriculum and Registration Guide

