WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY
MEETING December 9, 2021 @ 6:30 PM
Putnam Municipal Complex
Town Hall
Conference Room # 109
200 School Street
Putnam, Ct 06260
Also available via zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/92121266765
Meeting ID: 921 2126 6765
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

AGENDA

1. Call to Order by Presiding Officer
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Public Comment – 3 Minute Maximum per person
4. Approval of the Minutes
A. October 14, 2021, WPCA Meeting Minutes
5. Petitions and Communications
6. Staff Reports
A.

Finance Director

B.

WPCA Superintendent

7. Unfinished Business
8. Policy & Procedure Considerations
9. New Business
A. Election of officers
10. Public Comment – 3 Minute Maximum per person
11. Adjournment

To Be Approved
TOWN OF PUTNAM
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY MEETING
October 14, 2021 @ 6:30 PM
Zoom Meeting ID# 954 0974 7702
TOPIC

DISCUSSION

PRESENT:

Vice Chairman Paquin, Member Perron, Member Greene, and
Member Dionne

ABSENT:

Chairman Wozniki, Alternates Hanlon, Higginson and LaBonte

1.

CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chairman Paquin called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

3.

APPROVAL OF THE
MINUTES

A.

4.

PETITIONS &
COMMUNICATIONS

5.

STAFF REPORTS

September 9, 2021, WPCA Meeting Minutes
Member Perron made a motion to approve the minutes of the
September 9, 2021, WPCA Meeting as presented. The motion was
seconded by Member Greene and passed unanimously.
Superintendent Lynch notified the Authority that he received a
letter from the State of CT advising him that any Tier 1 Written
Notifications must now be issued to residents in the three most
predominantly spoken languages. Superintendent Lynch will talk
to ECD Director Delpha Very to get her opinion on the 3rd
language.

A.

Finance Director
Finance Director Benway shared her report with the Authority.
Members asked that going forward only accts that are delinquent
120 days or more be attached to the agenda.

B.

WPCA Superintendent

WPCA Superintendent Lynch shared his report with the Authority.
Superintendent Lynch updated the Authority with an issue at the
Cargill Mills. Cargill Mills is doing work and it was discovered that
there is an old 16-inch pipe that shows a void under it. The pipe
will need to be replaced. The contractor that is contracted at the
mills has been asked to do the work. Superintendent Lynch
estimates the work to be approximately 30K.
6.

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

Superintendent Lynch stated that the October 1 billing is the first
billing to show the commercial rate increase. He estimates a
revenue increase of 50k – 80K.

7.

Policy & Procedure
Considerations

None

9.

New Business

None

10.

Public Comment

None

11.

Adjournment

Member Dionne made a motion to adjourn at 6:48 PM. The
motion was seconded by Member Greene and passed
unanimously.

Putnam WWTP December 2021

Putnam Wastewater Report for the December 2021 meeting
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

All required sampling, testing, laboratory analysis, and reporting had been completed for the wastewater
treatment plant.
The wastewater facility operated in full compliance with permit limits.
We received 566,416 gallons of septage in October and 487,782 in November.
We successfully treated 381 million gallons of wastewater so far this year.
Average effluent concentrations for BOD & TSS were 4.0 mg/L & 6.0 mg/L respectively for the year. This is
well below the NPDES permit average limit of 30.0 mg/L for them.
Finished the DEEP required operation survey. This yearly comprehensive survey requires a great deal of
details such as how many pumps and blowers are being operated and how many hours a day. They need
percent efficiency and kwh used calculated times the average kwh cost delivered to the plant. That just
scratches the surface of the level of details required.
No odor complaints had been received.
We had 55 Call before you dig mark outs since my last report.
A total of 6,400 feet of sewer line had been jetted since my last report. Pall Corp, Franklin, Flagg, Grove,
Lyons, Thompson Ave, and School
We have had some problems with the gear boxes for our clarifiers. They are leaking oil. These are 40’
diameter tanks that slowly rotate scrapers and plows every minute of every day. Admittedly, we are
feeling the effect of supply chain issues and available contractors for repairs and replacements.
Working on our National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit (NPDES Permit) renewal
application for the DEEP. This renewal is required every 5 years. The State requires volumes of data so
they can determine if the permit needs to be more stringent or needs to set new limits.
Although the staff of the DEEP are working from home, they still increase the demands of the permit
holders. They recently changed their requirements for reporting. This required individual usernames and
passwords with appropriate training for most of our staff. Easier for them, harder for us…
Three of our staff have sent in their applications to take the Wastewater Treatment Operator test. They
have been provided training materials and soon they will have one on one training with one of the best
wastewater teachers in New England.
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Administrator’s Report
December 2021 meeting
•

The building project has come to a halt. We are now just waiting for the generators and the building to
be delivered. Some electrical work to get the generators installed is finishing up.

•

I have been told that negotiations for the WPCA Union Contract will probably start up at the beginning
of the year. The Town now has three different unions. There was a vote to separate the Town
Highway, Clerical and the WPCA personnel into their own unions.

•

We had to have one of the wells worked on at the Kennedy Drive location. G-2 needed work on the
pump.

•

Woodstock Academy will be taking a tour of our water plants this month. A chemistry class is studying
the Clint, Michigan water crisis and they wanted to see how the water treatment process works here in
Putnam.

•

Last week, I checked on the status of the two trucks we ordered in April. I was informed that because
of the backlog of orders, we weren’t even on the schedule for production yet. I was told we should be
on the production list around the first of the year and to then expect delivery in 6-8 weeks.

•

I signed up the WPCA to be part of the Connecticut Low-income Household Water Assistance
program. There is money through the Department of Social Services to help low-income customers
pay for their utilities. The money goes through the Danielson Access Agency. People apply through
them, we let Access know how much they owe, and they will disburse the money directly to our WPCA
office. We have filled out all the paperwork with the State and are just waiting for the Access Agency
to be set up to handle the cases.

Overall, everything is running great. The staff continues to keep the plants running smoothly and
efficiently. With the cold weather coming, the guys are beginning to work on some inside projects.

