
1

My Path to Graduation
Everything a Secondary Student Needs to Know

2021 Issue QUALITY SCHOOLS
 INTERNATIONAL



2

                 Discover
The QSI Family of Schools 

1971 
Yemen,  SANAA  

1991 
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Azerbaijan,  BAKU
Kyrgyzstan,  BISHKEK
Slovakia,  BRATISLAVA
Turkmenistan,  ASHGABAT

1995  
Armenia,  YEREVAN 
Georgia,  TBILISI  

1996  
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2011  
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2012  
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2015 
Germany,  MÜNSTER 
Kosovo,  PRISTINA  

2016  
Djibouti,  DJIBOUTI 

2018  
Suriname,  PARAMARIBO

QSI Established Schools in...



Welcome to Quality Schools International! This school is part of QSI, a group of 
schools that offers high-quality education throughout Asia, Europe, Africa, and the 
Americas. With more than thirty years in international education, we offer the same 
educational model, curriculum, and materials throughout our schools.  

This booklet informs you about what a Secondary level student (equivalent to 
9th to 12th grade in the USA and Year 10 to Year 13-upper 6th in the UK) will be 
learning in school. Our classrooms bring hands-on and minds-on learning to our 
students. Our teachers empower students to learn about things as they investigate 
the world around them. 

Here we will present the five unique components of being a student in a QSI 
school.  

For more information or if you would like to talk in more detail about 
QSI’s philosophy and approach to learning, make sure to ask the school’s 
administrator or the teacher any questions you may have. 

Welcome to 
Quality Schools International! 
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Success is so much more than getting A’s and B’s.  We understand how important 
it is for students to develop the many good habits and skills that lead to being 
successful.  QSI wants all students to grow in leadership, confidence, creativity, 
and the capacity to collaborate with others.  We teach and help students to be 
trustworthy, independent, responsible, concerned for others, kind and polite, 
successful group members, and able to appreciate the environment around them, 
We call these the Success Orientations.

Responsibility... 
...means students come to school on time, prepared, and ready to learn each day.  It also 
means they bring homework, materials, and books to school when needed and do their 
best consistently in every class, every day.  

Concern for Others...
...means students accept other people no matter where they are from or what their beliefs are.  
It means that students include others in their activities and help friends or others who may be 
sad or hurt.  Students show others their care and concern for others through acts of sharing and 
moments of empathy.  

Trustworthiness... 
...means students tell the truth and are honest about their interactions.  It means that someone, 
like a friend or a teacher, can trust the students and count on them to do the right thing. 

Building Character and a Culture of Success

Success Orientations
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Kindness and Politeness...
...means students are kind and polite to everyone at school, not just teachers and friends, 
but also others who might not be their friends.  It also means they are helpful and patient 
with everyone.

Group Interaction... 
...means students work well with others in class and in small groups.  They cooperate with 
those in the group and work on ways to solve problems, find positive solutions, and develop 
collaborative skills.  It also means they listen to others and their ideas even if they disagree.

Aesthetic Appreciation...
...means students respect the spaces that they use in the school, such as their cubby/
locker, classroom, hallway, or cafeteria.  It means that they take care of the environment 
inside and outside the school by picking up trash and cleaning up after themselves.  It 
also means students respect how other people create their ideas, not just in art and 
music, but in every class. 

Independent Endeavor...
...means teachers assign students work and students then do it by themselves.  
They pay attention to personal work and stay focused on the task at hand.  
Teachers can trust students to do the work independently and to the best of their 
ability.  Students may pursue an interest beyond curricular expectations to further 
increase their understanding of the topic.   



Education That Makes Sense

Mastery Learning

Most education programs have some system of separating students based 
on academic achievement. It is acceptable for most school systems 

to teach all students the same things, to give identical exams to 
assess student learning, and then to observe, record, and report the 
differences in student achievement. In this scenario, performance 
becomes the focused variable. In mastery learning, time becomes 
the focused variable and changes with the intention of increasing all 
student performance. Time is not an indicator OF success but a tool 
FOR success. As such, it becomes one of the most valuable tools for 

students and teachers. All students are different and enter the classroom 
with varying levels of language fluency, emotional intelligence, work ethic, 

curiosity, aptitude for their studies, and degrees of content comprehension. 
It stands to reason that not all students will be able to reach a high standard of performance at 
the same time. As a result of varying the time indicator for success, more students are able to 
demonstrate proficiency and achievement at higher levels throughout the year. As the quality 
and quantity of time work together to provide a positive learning environment, there is a shift in 
the perception of time. It is now used as a tool FOR learning that simultaneously develops and 
promotes a growth mindset. This shift in mindset leads to a solid foundation of learning and a 
healthy perspective of success that will benefit students throughout their education and careers. 

Time is a Resource
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QSI utilizes the Mastery Learning model when teaching students in our schools.  It is a well-
researched practice with strong evidence for being highly effective where students learn 
more information than traditional school methods which receive a percentage grade to pass 
and move on. Mastery Learning is not a new concept but is starting to become the model 
for schools looking to reach all students in a more engaging and meaningful way. The idea is 
simple. In a traditional school, students can pass their courses and miss 40%, 30%, 20%, 10%, 
and even 5% of the course content. In Mastery Learning schools, we care about the students 
mastering 100% of the course content.  We believe that these gaps in learning, if left unchecked, 
turn into deficits, difficulties, and frustrations in learning in the future. 



We believe that success builds upon success.  When students master all 
the learning objectives in one unit, they move onto the next unit. Learning 

at a level that is too easy may lead to boredom, and learning at a level 
that is too difficult often leads to frustrations. When students come to 
a QSI school for the first time, they will take placement assessments 
in mathematics, reading, and writing.  After our initial placement 
assessment, it may be necessary to do follow up assessments.  This 
process helps the school ensure that students are placed at the right 

level for successful learning.  Teachers use a variety of instructional 
strategies to ENGAGE all students as they explore the content within each 

unit. 

Instruction at the Appropriate Level

Traditional education systems often identify the gaps without any plan 
or process to fill them. Mastery learning adheres to the principle that 
students must demonstrate proficiency or mastery in knowledge, 
content, and skills. If a student is not able to demonstrate mastery, 
he or she is provided with additional and differentiated support to first 
re-learn the material and is then reassessed on it. This cycle continues, 
similar to one-on-one tutoring until the learner has achieved true 

mastery.  In this way, QSI uses assessment FOR learning, rather than just 
assessment OF learning. 

Assessment FOR Learning
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When students finish studying a unit in a course, they will get a grade.  Grading in QSI is 
different than in traditional schools.  We don’t use percentages when we assign grades.  
We use rubrics and make sure students master all of the learning objectives at a B level.  
These rubrics define what an A and a B look like for each learning objective.  We call 
these objectives TSWs (The Student Will).  Students must master all the TSWs in a unit.  
If students do not master a specific TSW, the teacher will work and support students 
using different methods to reteach until students attain mastery. 

Teachers will ask students to demonstrate what they know in a variety of ways.  This can be done by 
the following: 

•	 projects
•	 paper tests
•	 interviews to explain what they know or have investigated
•	 portfolios, etc.   

QSI teachers encourage students to demonstrate learning in many ways, ensuring enduring 
understanding and a sense of success.  

Methods to Measure Success

Evaluation

QSI Grade DefinitionsGrades Indicating Mastery

The student mastered all the TSWs and consistently demonstrated higher-order 
thinking in their learning and made connections across subjects.

The student mastered all the TSWs and used many new skills to show their thinking.

A: 

B:

Grades Indicating “Not Yet”

The student is currently engaged in learning this unit. Students may also be 
actively working on a previously taught unit to work towards mastery. 
(P=in Progress)
The unit is on hold and the student will come back to this unit because they 
need more time to demonstrate mastery. (H=on Hold)

The student is no longer engaged in this course or unit. (W=Withdrawn)

P: 

H:

W:

Grades Indicating Insufficient Effort

The student did not try as hard as expected.  They gave up during the unit 
and stopped working. “D” grades are never given without student and 
parent communication or the opportunity for students to make-up the work.  
(D=Deficient)

D:
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Diploma Requirements

Path to Graduation

The Quality Schools International Secondary curriculum and course offerings are 
comprised of a required program of studies that prepares students for university 
entrance. Electives are designed to enhance our program and to allow students the 
flexibility to discover and nurture their abilities and interests.  

There are four years in our Secondary program.  Students starting in their first year of 
Secondary with QSI will start from the beginning of our program typically when they are 
14 years of age and graduating when they are 18 years of age.  Students transferring into 
our Secondary program will have their previous school transcripts/records evaluated 
to determine where they should be placed.  All new students will also undergo a 
wide-range of assessments to make sure that the correct placement is assigned.  Our 
Secondary program accepts students who are still learning English.  However, it may 
take some students learning English longer to complete our program requirements.

Secondary I or Sec I 
	 - equivalent to US Grade 9 (Freshman) or UK Year 10

Secondary II or Sec II 
	 - equivalent to US Grade 10 (Sophomore) or UK Year 11

Secondary III or Sec III 
	 - equivalent to US Grade 11 (Junior) or UK Year 12 (lower 6th)

Secondary IV or Sec IV 
	 - equivalent to US Grade 12 (Senior) UK Year 13 (upper 6th)

Diploma Requirments

QSI offers three types of diplomas:

•	Academic Diploma
•	General Diploma
•	Academic Diploma with Honors

Details about each of these diplomas are found on the following pages.

Secondary Program by year:



10

Academic 
Diploma Requirements

  
Total 240 Credits 

(230 credits of required courses below + 10 credits extra electives)

Academic Diploma: This diploma is earned with a minimum completion of 240 
QSI units in the following areas of concentration: English - 80 units, Mathematics 
- 30 units, Science - 30 units, Cultural Studies - 40 units, Physical Education and 
Health - 20 units, Languages other than English - 20 units , Creative and Applied 
Arts - 10 units, and 10 elective units. 

Literature I Literature II
Writing II

American 
Literature

British Literature

Research
Writing I

Technology I

Physical Science Biology Science
Elective

English
(80 credits)

World Geography Modern World 
History US History

Economics
World 

Governments

Cultural 
Studies

(40 credits)

Science
(30 credits)

Mathematics
(30 credits)

Algebra Geometry Mathematics 
Elective

Personal 
Health

(20 credits)
Physical Education Wellness

Languages 
Other than 

English
(20 credits)

Creative & 
Applied Arts

(10 credits)

L.O.E. Elective L.O.E. Elective

Arts Elective

Academic Diploma with Honors: This diploma is earned with completion of all 
Academic Diploma requirements and successful completion of two AP (Advanced 
Placement) courses or two full IB (International Baccalaureate) courses at Higher 
Level (HL).
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General
Diploma Requirements

  
Total 220 Credits 

(170 credits of required courses below + 50 credits extra electives)

General Diploma: This diploma is earned with a minimum completion of 220 QSI 
units in the following units of concentration: English - 50 units, Mathematics - 20 
units, Science - 20 units, Cultural Studies - 30 units, Physical Education and Health 
- 20 units, Languages other than English - 20 units , Creative and Applied Arts - 10 
units, and 50 elective units.

Literature I Literature II
Writing IIWriting I

Technology I

World Geography Modern World 
History

Cultural Studies 
Elective

Physical Science or
Science Applications

Biology or 
Environmental Science

Algebra Mathematics 
Elective

Physical Education Wellness

L.O.E. Elective L.O.E. Elective

Arts Elective

English
(50 credits)

Cultural 
Studies

(30 credits)

Science
(20 credits)

Mathematics
(20 credits)

Personal 
Health

(20 credits)

Languages 
Other than 

English
(20 credits)

Creative & 
Applied Arts

(10 credits)

The General Diploma is typically available to students who experience English 
language difficulties, time constraints, or other challenges that make it impractical 
to pursue an Academic Diploma. IB Diploma students may choose to pursue the 
General Diploma due to the additional time and academic requirements of the IB 
Diploma Program.  Please note that students earning a General Diploma are also 
accepted at top universites around the world.  Universities look for rigor in student 
course work not the name on the diploma earned at the school.  Consultation with 
the school counselor or administration on Graduation Pathways is important to 
ensure that future needs and goals of the student are planned accordingly.
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Additional Diplomas
Students in QSI schools have the opportunity to earn two additional Diplomas if they meet the 
requirements of the outside issuing body.  Students must meet QSI Graduation Requirements in 
addition to the requirements for the additional diploma.

AP Capstone Diploma ™ 
To earn an Advanced Placement Capstone Diploma, AP requires students to take six AP 
courses: AP Seminar, AP Research, and four other AP courses of their choosing.  Currently 13 QSI 
schools offer AP Seminar and AP Research on site.  Students at other QSI schools may choose 
to take this programd through QSI Virtual School (QVS).

IB Diploma Programme 
To earn an International Baccalaureate Diploma, IB requires students to take 6 IB courses over 
a 2 year period and take externally and internally evaluated IB exams and essays.  If students 
meet the passing scores, IB will issue them an IB Diploma.  

Students meeting QSI graduation requirements and the additional diploma requirements will be 
offered two diplomas.  In some cases, the AP and IB courses can substitute for QSI graduation 
requirements.

Additional Credits
Often, a student enrolled in QSI will earn more than the necessary credits and requirements for 
each of our diplomas.  We strive to ensure that students meet our requirements but also meet 
their own university and personal learning goals. 
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QSI Curriculum is developed by a trained team of QSI teachers who dedicate their time and 
efforts to improving the education of our students by using time-tested pedagogy as well as 
the latest research-based practices (e.g., 21st Century skills) into our carefully crafted courses. 
They align the curriculum to various standards found in the United States, such as Common 
Core, NGSS, etc. The textbook that support our curriculum are also from the United States. 
We monitor the effectiveness of our program by considering internal feedback from our 
professional educators as well as feedback from external tools such as the NWEA’s MAP Growth 
assessments in Reading, Language Usage, and Mathematics. These computer-based, adaptive 
assessments are given to our students in the fall and the spring. We use the data to inform our 
instruction and evaluate our program. 

QSI Curriculum Development

There are seven programs of study:  English, Mathematics, Science, Cultural Studies, Personal 
Health, Creative and Applied Arts, and Languages Other Than English (LOE).  Students are 
required to take courses in each program of study to graduate.  These courses all encourage 
our students to collaborate, think critically, communicate effectively, and use creativity in their 
learning.  While all the above-listed programs (except LOE) are taught in English, each QSI 
school also offers various opportunities to learn additional languages. These language options 
vary by school and are referred to in the course list on page 63.  

Courses Throughout the School Year

What a Secondary Student Will Learn

Course Offerings by Program
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For students to be successful in our Secondary program, they will need to be proficient in 
English.  To determine English level, we assess students before they enter the Secondary 
program to ensure that they are placed correctly according to their English level.  If students 
need more time to develop their English level, our program is flexible enough to support these 
students.  Students not yet at the necessary English language proficiency to take Secondary 
level Literature and Writing classes can enroll in the Intensive English program.  This program 
does not earn credits to count towards graduation requirements and is not on the official 
transcript we send to universities.  Progress in Intensive English can be monitored on the status 
report.  However, students still mastering English can enroll in courses that do count towards 
graduation requirements while they are also taking Intensive English.  The following programs 
offer courses that do not require such a high level of English to demonstrate mastery: Creative 
and Applied Arts, Personal Health, and Mathematics.   

Please note that it may take more time to graduate if a student enters the school and still needs 
to master English skills to be at the Secondary level.  Our core graduation requirement for the 
general diploma is 50 units of high-level English literature and writing.   

English Language Support

Each course has a set of units outlined that need to be mastered. Subjects contain both 
essential and selective units. Essential units (ex. E01, E02, E03, etc.) must be taught. Selective 
units (ex. S01, S02, S03, etc.) are teacher-chosen units that fill out the course and vary from year 
to year. 

Curriculum Organization

Success Orientations, Social Emotional, and Child 
Protection Lessons

QSI is committed to teaching students habits and skills that help them to build character, 
manage emotional and social situations, and keep themselves safe.  Currently, we have a full 
range of lessons on Child Protection that we teach students of all ages.  We are also developing 
specific, age-appropriate lessons for Success Orientations and Social Emotional Development. 
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Course Prerequisites
A pre-requisite is a requirement before a course can be taken. Examples of pre-requisites may 
include a course, skill level, minimum grade, or instructor approval. Pre-requisites are listed in 
course descriptions, and students should be aware of them when making course selections.

Advanced Placement (AP)

QSI offers the Advanced Placement Program (AP), which is developed by College Board, in all 
of our schools, either in-person or virtually through our online school, QVS. These internationally 
recognized advanced courses are equivalent to first-year university courses and are intended 
for students who possess proven ability, interest, and motivation to handle the extra workload 
and study requirements. Students enrolled in AP classes are expected to complete the 
corresponding College Board external exams in May. These exams are scored on a 1-5 scale. 
Depending on the institution, scores of 4 or 5 can result in a college or university awarding 
credit, exemption from courses, or advanced standing. Many European and UK universities 
also use AP exam scores to meet entrance requirements. Students should research individual 
universities to understand their policies regarding admissions criteria and potential awarding 
of credit for AP courses. Students considering AP courses should seek advice from parents, 
the course teacher, current students enrolled in the AP course(s) of interest, and their school 
counselor or academic advisor prior to enrollment.  Please note that there is a fee for each AP 
exam that is paid for by the student.
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP)
Six QSI schools* offer International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and the IB Diploma Programme 
(IBDP). In order to participate, a student must attend one of the QSI IB-approved schools. 
This internationally recognized advanced program is available exclusively as a two-year 
commitment in the Secondary III and Secondary IV years. Each course will require two years 
of coursework for completion, as well as an exit exam. These exams are scored on a 1-7 scale. 
IB certificates can be earned for individual courses, or students can earn the IB Diploma by 
completing the full program. The IBDP requires students to participate in courses from 6 subject 
groups, plus the IB Core, throughout the Secondary III and Secondary IV years. Each course 
in IB has two levels of instruction offered: Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL).  Many 
universities around the world will factor these scores into their admissions process and can 
result in a college or university awarding credit, exemption from courses, or advanced standing. 
Many universities around the world also use IB scores to meet entrance requirements. Students 
should research individual universities to understand their policies regarding admissions criteria 
and potential awarding of credit for IB certificates or the IB Diploma. Students considering IB 
courses or the IBDP should seek advice from parents, the course teacher, current IB students, 
the IB Coordinator, and their School Counselor prior to enrolling for Secondary III courses. 

*The six QSI Schools that offer the IB Diploma Programme are Kyiv International School, QSI 
International School of Bratislava, QSI International School of Chengdu, QSI International School of 
Haiphong, QSI International School of Shenzhen, and Tirana International School.
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Secondary 
Courses 

Offered in 
QSI Schools

*The following pages show all the courses offered across QSI.  Not all courses in this catalog 
are offered in all QSI schools.  For more information about specific courses, contact your 
school directly.
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Program of Study

English
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English Pathways & Courses

QSI offers a variety of English courses to meet graduation requirements in addition 
to offering a variety of options for study. Below are some example pathways from 
the English program that students might take to earn an Academic Diploma (one 
of the three types of graduation diplomas offered by QSI). Please refer to the 
Graduation Requirements section of this document for the courses required for 
each diploma. Elective and AP courses provide flexibility in how students can 
meet graduation requirements and university/personal goals. Students should 
coordinate with the school counselor or designated graduation advisor to ensure 
they take the courses required to graduate with their chosen diploma.  Please 
note that not all QSI schools offer the IB Diploma Programme.   

 All courses are full-year, completing 10 units of study unless otherwise 
indicated in the course description.  Ten units = 1 Carnegie Unit (which is 
equivalent to 1 US High School credit) 

Literature I

Secondary I Secondary IVSecondary IIISecondary II

Pathway 1

Pathway 2

IB Pathway
Literature II

Writing II

Literature II
Writing II

American 
Literature

British Literature
Research

Writing I
Technology I

AP Language & 
Composition

AP Literature & 
Composition

IB Language 
& Literature*

IB Language 
& Literature*

IB Literature* IB Literature*

Literature I
Writing I

Technology I

Literature II
Writing II

Literature I
Writing I

Technology I

AP Seminar+ AP Research+
Genre Studies Creative Writing

Media & 
Publications Study Skills

Electives
(Can be taken any year)

Research

+AP Seminar and AP Research are required courses of the AP Capstone Diploma.
*See page 16 for schools that offer IB Diploma Programme..
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Course Name: Literature I
Prerequisite: 13-Year-Old Literature or equivalent level English course

Course Description: Literature I is generally engaged in the first year of secondary school and 
builds on the skills developed in 12 and 13-year-old literature courses. The essential units of 
Literature I are primarily genre-based with a focus on vocabulary acquisition and development 
of sustained reading. Essential units focus on deepening student’s ability to appreciate and think 
critically about short stories, novels, rhetoric, epic literature, poetry, and classic drama.  Students 
also have the opportunity to pursue further areas of interest through selective units that explore 
modern drama, connections between film and text, detective fiction, and the investigation of a 
chosen author.  

Course Name: Writing I
Prerequisite: 13-Year-Old Writing or equivalent level English course

Course Description: Writing I is typically a first-year secondary course that builds on the skills 
developed in 12 and 13-year-old writing courses; its focus is on developing students’ critical 
thinking and deepening fluency with language through the Writing Process. The course begins 
with personal narrative writing and then transitions into an exploration of various expository 
styles. Throughout the course, students will practice reflective thinking, further hone their 
research skills, and develop confidence in communicating their personal experiences and ideas.  

Course Name: Technology
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: QSI Secondary Technology is designed to give students the basic skills 
in technology to support the needs of the student in gaining success in other QSI courses 
at the secondary level.   Skills, responsibilities, and applications such as keyboarding, digital 
citizenship, productivity software, presentation, and programming are the essential basics found 
in the QSI Secondary Technology course. 

Class: Secondary I-IV (may be completed during pre-secondary)

*Please refer to the Graduation Requirements (p 10-11) to see the courses required 
for each diploma type.

QSI Required Courses
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Course Name: Literature II
Prerequisite: Literature I or equivalent level English course

Course Description: Literature II is generally engaged in the second year of secondary 
school. The essential units of Literature II are primarily genre-based, with an additional focus 
on vocabulary acquisition and development of sustained reading. Essential units focus on 
deepening student’s ability to appreciate and think critically about short stories, novels, non-
fiction, and Shakespeare. Students also have the opportunity to pursue further areas of interest 
through selective units that explore topics such as the hero’s journey, drama, and essential unit 
topics at a deeper level. 

Course Name: Writing II
Prerequisite: Writing I or equivalent level English course

Course Description: Writing II is a composition and grammar course that builds on the skills 
developed in the Writing I course. It is designed to prepare students for QSI classes that require 
strong academic writing skills (Research Project, AP Capstone, IB Diploma Programme) as well 
as for university writing. Special emphasis is placed not only on the final document itself, but 
the importance of the Writing Process, which includes prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, 
and publishing. It is usually taken in the second year of secondary school and includes different 
modes of academic composition, grammar, mechanics, applied vocabulary, persuasive writing, 
timed writing, and research writing.  

Course Name: American Literature
Prerequisite: Writing II and Literature II

Course Description: American Literature is a literature-based course that is generally engaged 
in the third or fourth year of secondary school. The content of this course encompasses a 
chronological examination of American literature.  This includes the study of journals, personal 
narratives, documents, speeches, short stories, plays, poetry, and novels. Specific university-
level writing and speaking skills are developed throughout the context of the course.

Course Name: British LIterature
Prerequisite: Writing II and Literature II

Course Description: British Literature is a literature-based survey course that is generally 
engaged in the third or fourth year of secondary school. British Literature includes the study 
of short stories, poetry, nonfiction, drama, epic literature, and the novel.  British Literature is 
organized chronologically; however, in order to captivate student interest, each unit is centered 
around a guiding question or questions which look to the thematic center of literature.  
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Course Name: Research Project
Prerequisite: Writing II and Literature II

Course Description: The Research Project course is designed to prepare students for research 
projects that they may undertake in their studies at the university level. The emphasis of the 
course is to guide students through the steps of selecting a topic, locating published materials, 
developing a research project, engaging in independent research, and further developing the 
skills needed for research and presentation. Independent thinking and initiative are necessary 
since the development of the project is largely self-guided and self-motivated.   The skills 
learned in this course help prepare students for the academic writing necessary for success in 
university. 

General Electives

Course Name: Genre Studies
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: Genre Studies is a literature-based course that is offered as an elective for 
secondary students. The content of Genre Studies includes the study of stories, dramas, poems, 
and literary nonfiction texts selected from a broad range of cultures and periods, as suggested 
in the Common Core and the College and Career Readiness standards for reading.   

Course Name: Creative Writing
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: The Creative Writing course is an elective course for the student wanting 
to master higher levels of a variety of specialized fiction and nonfiction writing genres.  The 
course begins with a unit focusing on the creative writing process, which should remain open 
throughout the year, and culminates in a personal writing portfolio, which will likely play an 
important role for students who plan to pursue higher education (or a career) in the humanities.

Course Name: Study Skills
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: This course is designed to assist students in their acquisition of general 
study and classroom skills.  Special focus is placed on developing and strengthening the skills 
of organizing, note-taking, reading critically, test-taking, writing, evaluating information sources, 
stress management, and social interactions in the classroom. This class is often especially 
useful for secondary students new to QSI schools or students who desire more practice with 
study skills. 
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General Electives

Course Name: Media and Publications I
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: Media and Publications I is a production class that teaches the aspects 
of organizing, researching, writing, and editing student publications.  The units are designed 
to allow for the class to produce any of a variety of school publications: newspaper, yearbook, 
literary magazine, or other print and non-print media, with an emphasis on understanding ethics, 
responsible journalistic practices, and journalistic writing.  The course also guides students to be 
active media consumers and offers them an understanding of the role that media plays in both 
reflecting and shaping culture.   

Course Name: Media and Publications II
Prerequisite: Media and Publications I

Course Description: Media & Publications II is a production class that builds on the skills taught 
in the prerequisite course. The course is for students who have mastered the fundamental 
aspects of journalism ethics, writing, layout, and publishing in a student newspaper, yearbook, 
or other print and non-print media. An advanced curriculum in journalism education should 
include units in the foundations of journalism, which are designed to promote prerequisite 
intellectual and craft skills. 

Course Name: Technology II
Prerequisite: Technology I

Course Description: Technology II is designed for the secondary student who wants to explore 
more advanced topics in technology. Examples of possible topics to be covered include 
programming, robotics, film, or other advanced topics in hardware or software. Secondary 
Technology is a prerequisite for this course. This is an advanced course designed for students 
who have a passion for computer technology. Students should have ideas for projects and areas 
of interest, as well as approval from their technology teacher, before beginning the course. This 
course can be taken individually or as a small group.

Class: Secondary I-IV (may be completed during pre-secondary)
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Course Name: AP Seminar
Prerequisite: Literature II and Writing II

Course Description: This course will equip students with the skills to analyze and evaluate 
information with accuracy and precision in order to craft and communicate evidence-based 
arguments. Students will have the opportunity to explore real-world issues from multiple 
perspectives and consider varied points of view to develop a deep understanding of complex 
issues and topics in order to make connections between these issues and everyday life. 
Students gain a rich appreciation and understanding of issues by reading articles, listening 
to speeches or broadcasts, and experiencing artistic and literary works. The primary goals of 
the AP Seminar course are to help students understand how to study an issue from multiple 
perspectives, evaluate source information, and then develop and communicate a logical, 
evidence-based point of view effectively. Students will practice and apply these skills through 
the exploration of complex topics and by examining a variety of often divergent or competing 
perspectives.

Course Name: AP Research
Prerequisite: AP Seminar

Course Description: AP Research allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, 
problem, or issue of individual interest. Through this exploration, students design, plan, 
and conduct a year-long research-based investigation to address a research question. In 
the AP Research course, students further their skills acquired in the AP Seminar course by 
understanding research methodology, employing ethical research practices; and accessing, 
analyzing, and synthesizing information as they address a research question. Students 
explore their skill development, document their processes, and curate the artifacts of the 
development of their scholarly work in a portfolio. The course culminates in an academic paper 
of approximately 4000–5000 words (accompanied by a performance or exhibition of product 
where applicable) and a presentation with an oral defense.  This fulfills the Research Project 
graduation requirement.

Course Name: AP English Language and Composition
Prerequisite: Literature II and Writing II (As recommended by AP, students must be able to read 
college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.)

Course Description: AP Language and Composition is a literature-based course with a 
significant focus on rhetorical uses of language, including speeches, essays, non-fiction works, 
etc. This course will approach American literature and significant writings concurrently with 
all other components of the course. The majority of texts are chosen from the body of work 
of American writers, speechmakers, poets, essayists, etc. In some cases, significant essays, 
speeches, poems, and other short forms of literature from other countries may be included as 
a means of enhancing student understanding of the larger context of American Literature.  This 
fulfills the American Literature graduation requirement.

AP Electives
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Course Name: AP English Literature and Composition
Prerequisite: Literature II and Writing II (As recommended by AP, students must be able to read 
college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.)

Course Description: AP English Literature and Composition curriculum provides the following 
literacy components: the experience of literature, the interpretation of literature, and the 
evaluation of literature. Students are required to read actively and independently in preparation 
for extensive class discussions. Students will be pushed to develop their writing skills to a 
college level. Writing assignments will focus on the critical analysis of literature and should 
include analytical and argumentative essays, both using the writing process and under time 
constraints. Students will also experience literature through the use of more informal writing 
tasks such a free-writing, response writing, and annotation. Students will develop a workable 
literary vocabulary and be expected to use an extended vocabulary, a variety of sentence 
structures, logical organization, both specific and general textual support, and an effective use 
of rhetoric in their writing. Students will practice essay responses and multiple-choice questions 
under timed test conditions, in addition to other writing tasks.  This fulfills the British Literature 
graduation requirement.

IB Electives

IB courses are only offered at the six QSI schools that are authorized to deliver the IB Diploma 
Programme.   These schools are Kyiv International School, QSI International School of Bratislava, 
QSI International School of Chengdu, QSI International School of Haiphong, QSI International 
School of Shenzhen, and Tirana International School.

Course Name: IB Language A: Literature
Prerequisite: Literature I & II and Writing I & II

Course Description: In this course, students will focus exclusively on literary texts, adopting a 
variety of approaches to textual criticism. Students explore the nature of literature, the aesthetic 
function of literary language and literary textuality, and the relationship between literature and 
the world.  Distinction between SL and HL: The model for language A is the same at SL and HL, 
but there are significant quantitative and qualitative differences between the levels. SL students 
are required to study 9 works, while HL students are required to study 13. In paper 1, both SL and 
HL students are presented with two previously unseen literary extracts or texts from different 
literary forms, each accompanied by a guiding question. SL students are required to write a 
guided analysis of one of these, while HL students must write guided analyses of both literary 
extracts or texts. In addition, HL students will have a fourth assessment component, the higher 
level (HL) essay, a written coursework task that requires students to explore a line of inquiry in 
relation to a studied literary text or work. The outcome is an essay of 1,200–1,500 words in which 
HL students are expected to demonstrate a deeper understanding of the nature of literary 
study.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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Course Name: IB Language A: Language and Literature
Prerequisite: Literature I & II and Writing I & II

Course Description: In this course, students study a wide range of literary and non-literary texts 
in a variety of media. By examining communicative acts across literary form and textual type 
alongside appropriate secondary readings, students will investigate the nature of language itself 
and the ways in which it shapes and is influenced by identity and culture. Approaches to study 
in the course are meant to be wide-ranging and can include literary theory, sociolinguistics, 
media studies, and critical discourse analysis, among others.  Distinction between SL and HL: 
The model for language A is the same at SL and HL, but there are significant quantitative and 
qualitative differences between the levels. SL students are required to study 9 works, while HL 
students are required to study 13. In paper 1, both SL and HL students are presented with two 
previously unseen literary extracts or texts from different literary forms, each accompanied by a 
guiding question. SL students are required to write a guided analysis of one of these, while HL 
students must write guided analyses of both literary extracts or texts. In addition, HL students 
will have a fourth assessment component, the higher level (HL) essay, a written coursework task 
that requires students to explore a line of inquiry in relation to a studied literary text or work. The 
outcome is an essay of 1,200–1,500 words in which HL students are expected to demonstrate a 
deeper understanding of the nature of literary study.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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Program of Study

Mathematics
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QSI offers a variety of Mathematics courses to meet graduation requirements 
in addition to offering a variety of options for study. Below are some example 
pathways from the Mathematics program that students might take to earn an 
Academic Diploma (one of the three types of graduation diplomas offered by QSI). 
Please refer to the Graduation Requirements section of this document for the 
courses required for each diploma. Elective and AP courses provide flexibility in 
how students can meet graduation requirements and university/personal goals. 
Students should coordinate with the school counselor or designated graduation 
advisor to ensure they take the courses required to graduate with their chosen 
diploma.  Please note that not all QSI schools offer the IB Diploma Programme.   

All courses are full-year, completing 10 units of study unless otherwise indicated 
in the course description.  Ten units = 1 Carnegie Unit (which is equivalent to 1 US 
High School credit) 

Mathematics Pathways & Courses

AP Calculus AB

IB Math Analysis 
& Approaches*

IB Math Application 
& Interpretation*

+Advanced Mathematics I is equivalent to Algebra 2.   
++Advanced Mathematics II is equivalent to Pre-Calculus.

*See page 16 for schools that offer IB Diploma Programme.

Secondary I Secondary IVSecondary IIISecondary II

Algebra Geometry
Advanced 

Mathematics I+
Advanced 

Mathematics II++Pathway 1

Algebra 
(in 13 year old)

AP Calculus ABGeometry Advanced 
Mathematics I+

Advanced 
Mathematics II++

Pathway 2

IB Math Analysis 
& Approaches*

IB Math Analysis 
& Approaches*

IB Math Application 
& Interpretation*

IB Math Application 
& Interpretation*

IB Pathway
Algebra 

(in 13 year old)
Geometry

Advanced 
Mathematics I+

AP Statistics

AP Calculus BCElectives
(Can be taken any year)

Consumer 
Mathematics

Mathematics 
ApplicationsAP Computer 

Science Principles AP Computer 
Science A
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Mathematics Pathways & Courses

AP Calculus AB

IB Math Analysis 
& Approaches*

IB Math Application 
& Interpretation*

QSI Required Courses

*Please refer to the Graduation Requirements p 10-11.  to see the courses required 
for each diploma type.

Course Name: Algebra
Prerequisite: 12-Year-Old Mathematics course with/Algebra Readiness Assessment or 
Foundations of Algebra-13

Course Description: The course focuses predominantly on linear, piecewise, exponential and 
quadratic functions. Polynomials and factoring are also explored in great detail. There is a strong 
emphasis on real-life problem solving and mathematical modeling, with the goal of developing 
an understanding of the relationship between data, graphs, and equations.  The emphasis 
is not only on mathematical procedure but on understanding, as well.  Students will learn to 
communicate mathematically and be able to justify the processes they use and the conclusions 
they reach.

Course Name: Geometry
Prerequisite: Algebra

Course Description: Geometry is an extension of algebraic principles to systems of lines and 
two or three-dimensional figures of coordinate planes and space. It is also an analysis of the 
logical relationships for these systems and figures in both coordinate and non-coordinate 
representations. This course provides practical solutions to problems of measurement and 
relationships while forming a foundation for advanced mathematics. Active engagement with 
the exploratory activities and investigative materials in a collaborative setting is the way the 
course is structured in order to develop a growth mindset towards learning and applying 
Mathematics. 

Course Name: Advanced Mathematics I
Prerequisite: Algebra

Course Description: The Advanced Mathematics I course extends students’ understanding 
of functions and real numbers and increases the tools the students have for modeling the real 
world. The course includes a review of linear equations and inequalities as well as the study of 
quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, polynomial, and trigonometric functions and their inverses. 
In the Advanced Mathematics I course, students are expected to engage in math modeling 
and hands-on activities with an emphasis on graph analysis and problem-solving. New topics 
will be introduced in a variety of methods, including self-discovery activities, group projects, 
presentations, and class discussions. Technology will be used to introduce and expand upon 
the areas of study listed above.

General Electives
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Course Name: Advanced Mathematics II
Prerequisite: Advanced Mathematics I

Course Description: The Advanced Mathematics II course is designed to continue to expand 
students’ knowledge of functions and polynomials as they apply to real-world situations. The 
course includes a review of sequences and series as well as polynomial, rational, exponential, 
logistic, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions and their inverses. In the Advanced 
Mathematics II course, students are expected to engage in mathematical modeling with an 
emphasis on exploring and extending the ideas learned in Advanced Mathematics I.

Course Name: Mathematics Applications
Prerequisite: Algebra

Course Description: In this course, the student will learn how to collect data, calculate values 
that describe the set of data, and decision-making based on comparing the calculated values to 
acceptable ranges. This process is the introduction to a much more complicated mathematical 
realm known as Data Science.  Students can use this course as a Mathematics elective or as a 
“springboard” into AP Statistics. 

Course Name: Consumer Mathematics
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: This course is designed to provide an opportunity for students to develop 
foundational personal finance knowledge and money management fundamentals as they get 
ready to embark on adulthood. The Consumer Mathematics course helps students build the 
financial know-how to be successful with making personal financial choices.  Students learn 
about money-saving options involving credit and loans with interest, the basics of mortgages, 
investments, insurance, and taxes. The course also connects and expands the students’ 
skills in statistical data analysis.  Each of the units is designed to incorporate the necessary 
mathematical calculations as well as in-depth projects that allow the students to research and 
explore real-world applications that will impact their adult lives. 
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AP Electives

Course Name: AP Statistics
Prerequisite: Advanced Mathematics I (If time allows, Mathematics Applications is a beginner 
Statistics course.)

Course Description: Advanced Placement (AP) Statistics is an introductory college-level 
statistics course that introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. This course is designed to prepare students for 
advanced studies in mathematics at the university level. Students cultivate their understanding 
of statistics using technology, investigations, problem-solving, and writing as they explore 
concepts like variation and distribution, patterns and uncertainty, and data-based predictions, 
decisions, and conclusions. Students design, administer, and tabulate results from surveys 
and experiments. Probability and simulations aid students in constructing models for chance 
behavior. Sampling distributions provide the logical structure for confidence intervals and 
hypothesis testing. Students will use a TI-83/84 graphing calculator, Fathom and Minitab 
statistical software, and other Web-based java applets to investigate statistical concepts. To 
develop effective statistical communication skills, students are required to prepare frequent 
written and oral analyses of real data. The course provides a useful visual organization that 
correlates with the AP Statistics curricular components, including: Sequence of units, along with 
approximate weighting and suggested pacing; Progression of topics within each unit; Spiraling 
of the big ideas and course skills across units. 

Course Name: AP Calculus AB
Prerequisite: Advanced Mathematics II

Course Description: The primary objective of the course is to provide a fundamental 
understanding of Differential and Integral Calculus. In order to meet this objective, the course 
will develop a student’s comprehension of calculus by incorporating graphical, analytical, 
numerical, and verbal representations of calculus. The course covers the material usually taught 
in a one-semester college Calculus course (i.e., Calculus I) and is ideal for students not planning 
on taking Calculus II in college. The course is designed to follow the topic outline explicitly 
stated in the College Board Course Description Manual for Calculus AB.

Course Name: AP Calculus BC
Prerequisite: Advanced Mathematics II

Course Description: The primary objective of the course is to provide a fundamental 
understanding of Differential and Integral Calculus. In order to meet this objective, the course 
will develop a student’s comprehension of calculus by incorporating graphical, analytical, 
numerical, and verbal representations of calculus. This course covers the material taught in 
AP Calculus AB as well as additional functions and series. It is equivalent to a full-year college 
Calculus course and is ideal for students planning on majoring in an area that requires both 
Calculus I and II. The course is designed to follow the topic outline explicitly stated in the 
College Board Course Description Manual for Calculus BC.
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Course Name: AP Computer Science Principles
Prerequisite: Technology I (QSI Requirement) and Algebra (College Board Requirement)

Course Description: QSI Secondary AP Computer Science Principles course introduces 
students to the foundational concepts of computer science and challenges them to explore 
how computing and technology can impact the world. With a unique focus on creative problem 
solving and real-world applications, AP Computer Science Principles prepares students for 
college and career. In this course, students will develop computational thinking vital for success 
across all disciplines, such as using computational tools to analyze and study data and working 
with large sets of data to analyze, visualize, and draw conclusions from trends. This course is 
unique in its focus on fostering creativity.  Students are encouraged to apply creative processes 
when developing computational artifacts and to think creatively while using computer software 
and other technology to explore questions that interest them.  They will also develop effective 
communication and collaboration skills, to work individually and collaboratively to solve 
problems, to discuss and write about the importance of these problems and the impacts on 
their community, society, and the world.

IB Electives

IB courses are only offered at the six QSI schools that are authorized to deliver the IB Diploma 
Programme.   These schools are Kyiv International School, QSI International School of Bratislava, 
QSI International School of Chengdu, QSI International School of Haiphong, QSI International 
School of Shenzhen, and Tirana International School.

Course Name: AP Computer Science A
Prerequisite: Algebra and Advanced Mathematics I (recommended- previously or concurrently) 

Course Description: QSI Secondary AP Computer Science A course is for the students who are 
planning to major in computer science or other technical fields such as engineering, electronic 
engineering, or mechanical engineering. This course emphasizes programming methodology, 
procedural abstraction, and in-depth study of algorithms, data structures, and object-oriented 
programming, as well as three structured lab components provided by College Board for a 
minimum of 20 hours of hands-on lab experiences integrated throughout the course. 

Course Name: IB Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation
Prerequisite: SL- Algebra, Geometry, Advanced Mathematics I; HL- Algebra, Geometry, 
Advanced Mathematics I & II

Course Description: This course recognizes the increasing role that mathematics and 
technology play in a diverse range of fields in a data-rich world. As such, it emphasizes the 
meaning of mathematics in context by focusing on topics that are often used as applications 
or in mathematical modeling. To give this understanding a firm base, this course also includes 
topics that are traditionally part of a pre-university mathematics course, such as calculus and 
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Course Name: IB Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches
Prerequisite: SL- Algebra, Geometry, Advanced Mathematics I; HL- Algebra, Geometry, 
Advanced Mathematics I & II

Course Description: This course recognizes the need for analytical expertise in a world where 
innovation is increasingly dependent on a deep understanding of mathematics. This course 
includes topics that are both traditionally part of a pre-university mathematics course (for 
example, functions, trigonometry, calculus) as well as topics that are amenable to investigation, 
conjecture, and proof, for instance, the study of sequences and series at both SL and HL, 
and proof by induction at HL. The course allows the use of technology, as fluency in relevant 
mathematical software and hand-held technology is important regardless of choice of course. 
However, Mathematics: analysis and approaches has a strong emphasis on the ability to 
construct, communicate and justify correct mathematical arguments. 

Distinction between SL and HL: Students who choose Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches 
at SL or HL should be comfortable in the manipulation of algebraic expressions and enjoy the 
recognition of patterns and understand the mathematical generalization of these patterns. 
Students who wish to take Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches at a higher level will have 
strong algebraic skills and the ability to understand simple proof. They will be students who 
enjoy spending time with problems and get pleasure and satisfaction from solving challenging 
problems.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

statistics. The course makes extensive use of technology to allow students to explore and 
construct mathematical models. Mathematics Applications and Interpretation will develop 
mathematical thinking, often in the context of a practical problem and using technology to 
justify conjectures. 

Distinction between SL and HL: Students who choose Mathematics: applications and 
interpretation at SL or HL should enjoy seeing mathematics used in real-world contexts and 
to solve real-world problems. Students who wish to take Mathematics: Applications and 
Interpretation at a higher level will have good algebraic skills and experience of solving real-
world problems. They will be students who get pleasure and satisfaction when exploring 
challenging problems and who are comfortable undertaking this exploration using technology.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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Program of Study

Science Science Pathways & Courses
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Science
QSI offers a variety of Science courses to meet graduation requirements in 
addition to offering a variety of options for study. Below are some example 
pathways from the Science program that students might take to earn an 
Academic Diploma (one of the three types of graduation diplomas offered by QSI). 
Please refer to the Graduations Requirements section of this document for the 
courses required for each diploma. Elective and AP courses provide flexibility in 
how students can meet graduation requirements and university/personal goals. 
Students should coordinate with the school counselor or designated graduation 
advisor to ensure they take the courses required to graduate with their chosen 
diploma.  Please note that not all QSI schools offer the IB Diploma Programme.  

All courses are full-year, completing 10 units of study unless otherwise indicated 
in the course description.  Ten units = 1 Carnegie Unit (which is equivalent to 1 US 
High School credit)

Science Pathways & Courses

Physics

AP Chemistry

IB Biology*

IB Chemistry*

IB Physics*

IB Sports Exercise 
Health Science*

Secondary IV

Physical Science Biology Chemistry Physics

AP Chemistry

IB Biology*

AP Biology

IB Biology*
IB Chemistry* IB Chemistry*

IB Physics* IB Physics*

IB Sports Exercise 
Health Science*

IB Sports Exercise 
Health Science*

Physical Science Biology

Physical Science Biology

Secondary I Secondary IVSecondary IIISecondary II

Pathway 1

Pathway 2

IB Pathway

AP Environmental 
Science

Electives
(Can be taken any year)

Science 
Applications Environmental 

Science

Microbiology

AP Physics

Chemistry

AP ChemistryAP Biology

*See page 16 for schools that offer IB Diploma Programme.
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QSI Required Courses

*Please refer to the Graduation Requirements p 10-11.  to see the courses required 
for each diploma type.

Course Name: Physical Science
Prerequisite: Algebra (previously or concurrently)

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to provide students with an introduction to 
the concepts in chemistry and physics and will also provide the foundation for further study in 
both subjects. Students are expected to participate fully in classroom activities, discussions, 
and laboratory exercises. Laboratory activities are an essential part of each outcome, both as 
demonstration and participation exercises. Students normally engage in this course during their 
first year of secondary, although exceptional students may be enrolled earlier with the consent 
of both the instructor and administration.

Course Name: Biology
Prerequisite: Physical Science

Course Description: This course emphasizes cell biology, genetics with particular attention 
to the expanding realm of molecular biology, and human systems. The content for this course 
includes biological structures and functions, processes and cycles, and systems. Emphasis 
is placed on explanation, description, analysis, and laboratory study. Skills in observation, 
experimental design and analysis, dissection, and the use of the microscope are developed 
throughout the course. Although not specifically mentioned in each unit, teachers are 
encouraged to address laboratory skills and data analysis, as appropriate, in performing 
laboratory exercises. The course is intended to provide the student with a basic knowledge of 
biology, leading to further study at the secondary or university level.

Course Name: Chemistry
Prerequisite: Algebra and Physical Science

Course Description: This course will provide students with the skills and knowledge necessary 
to think scientifically and pursue further interests in the field of chemistry. Students will be 
expected to participate fully in classroom discussions, activities, and laboratory exercises, as 
well as use the text and other available resources in order to become independent, lifelong 
learners. Emphasis will be placed on scientific inquiry, data analysis, problem-solving, laboratory 
experimentation, and concepts of chemistry. 

General Electives
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Course Name: Physics
Prerequisite: Geometry and Advanced Math I (previously or concurrently)

Course Description: Conceptual physics is an approach to physics that will stimulate higher-
level cognitive skills and encourage students to see science everywhere. The three-step 
learning cycle in conceptual physics first builds understanding through exploration, develops 
comprehension through demonstrations and thought-provoking questioning, and finally has 
students apply what they have learned through a variety of inquiry-based activities. Conceptual 
physics is designed to prepare students for advanced studies in science at the university level, 
and it provides a systematic introduction to the main principles of physics and emphasizes 
the development of conceptual understanding and problem-solving using algebra and 
trigonometry.

Course Name: Science Applications
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: Science Applications is a course that uses Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) as a foundation and provides students the opportunity to explore and apply 
scientific and engineering principles with a variety of hands-on approaches. Essential unit topics 
include the role of senses in perception, time-keeping devices, ecological applications, bridge 
building, measurement systems, simple machines, and flight. Selective units allow students 
to pursue areas of interest, including forensic science, pinhole photography, mineralogy, and 
engineering design.

Course Name: Environmental Science
Prerequisite: Physical Science

Course Description: Environmental Science is intended to serve as an introduction to the basic 
environmental issues that face humankind today and to present an opportunity to explore these 
issues and formulate opinions. Environmental Science serves as an alternative for students 
wanting more application within a QSI science course.  The subject matter includes the complex 
interactions of earth’s living and nonliving resources found in units covering air, water, soil, and 
energy as well as biomes, biodiversity, and ecology.  Also explored is our impact on the planet 
with units on populations, cities, and waste, and finally, our attempts to deal with this impact with 
units on policy, economics, and urban planning.

Course Name: Microbiology
Prerequisite: Physical Science

Course Description: This course is intended to serve as an introduction to the basic knowledge 
of microbiological organisms and the techniques employed in working with microbes. Emphasis 
will be placed on classification, identification, and the techniques used for manipulating 
microorganisms. (This can be a half-year or full-year course.)
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AP Electives

Course Name: AP Biology
Prerequisite: Biology (as recommended by AP) and Chemistry (previously or concurrently)

Course Description: AP Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester college 
introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors during their freshman year.   This 
science course is for students who are highly motivated and have a strong interest in science.   
Major topics of study include biochemistry, cells, cellular energetics, genetics, evolution, 
classification, organism structure/function, and ecology.   As in college biology, the AP Biology 
course is designed to have both a lecture and a lab component.   Labs conducted by AP 
Biology students are the equivalent of those experienced by college biology students.

Course Name: AP Chemistry
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry (as recommended by AP)

Course Description: The AP Chemistry course is designed to assist students in the pursuit 
of active, inquiry-based learning and problem-solving.  Though using formulas and the 
recollection of facts are natural parts of the study of chemistry, this course focuses more on a 
conceptual understanding of chemical concepts and the development problem-solving skills.  
Students are assisted in this pursuit through an inclusive, hands-on laboratory component of the 
course.  Each unit includes suggested laboratory assignments which will provide the student 
opportunities to practice laboratory skills, develop an appreciation for chemistry in practice, and 
solidify chemical concepts through application.

Course Name: AP Physics 1
Prerequisite: Geometry and Advanced Mathematics I (previously or concurrently)

Course Description: The premise of the AP Physics 1 course is to mirror the expectations, 
rigor, and content of a first-semester introductory college-level physics course by exposing 
students to a broader range of instructional activities. The course is designed to be taught over 
a full academic year to enable students to develop and refine a deeper understanding of the 
content and strategies of inquiry and critical thinking required of any post-secondary science 
course.  The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational dynamics and angular 
momentum), work, energy and power, mechanical waves, and sound.  It also introduces electric 
circuits.
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AP Electives
Course Name: AP Physics 2
Prerequisite: Advanced Mathematics I and Physics or AP Physics 1

Course Description: AP Physics 2 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics 
course. Students cultivate their understanding of Physics through inquiry-based investigations 
as they explore topics such as fluid statics and dynamics; thermodynamics with kinetic theory; 
PV diagrams and probability; electrostatics; electrical circuits with capacitors; magnetic fields; 
electromagnetism; physical and geometric optics; and quantum, atomic, and nuclear physics.

Course Name: AP Environmental Science
Prerequisite: Physical Science and Biology (as recommended by AP)

Course Description: This course is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory college-
level course in environmental science. Thus, it is a rigorous course stressing scientific principles 
and analysis with a laboratory component.  AP Environmental Science is an introduction to the 
basic environmental issues and accompanying scientific principles that face the world today 
and is an opportunity to explore these issues using scientific inquiry, research, and discussion, 
leading to the formulation of opinions and solutions.
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IB Electives

IB courses are only offered at the six QSI schools that are authorized to deliver the IB Diploma 
Programme.   These schools are Kyiv International School, QSI International School of Bratislava, 
QSI International School of Chengdu, QSI International School of Haiphong, QSI International 
School of Shenzhen, and Tirana International School.

Course Name: IB Biology
Prerequisite: SL-Physical Science and Biology; HL- Physical Science, Biology, and Chemistry 
(can be doubled up in Secondary II)

Course Description: This course is designed to vigorously integrate experimentation and 
practical application in all topics. Students in this course are challenged in their factual 
knowledge of biology, are exposed to the nature of science as a way of knowing, and are 
trained to design, evaluate, and analyze data. Major topics of study will include Cell Biology, 
Molecular Biology, Genetics, Ecology, Evolution, Biodiversity, and Human Physiology. Higher 
level students will also study, Metabolism, Plant Biology, and Animal Physiology. All students 
will select an option for further investigation from Neurobiology, Biotechnology, Ecology, or 
Human Physiology. The course is designed to have lectures, lab components, and projects as 
expected in advanced level courses. Students are expected to demonstrate critical thinking 
skills throughout the course and independent time management planning.   Laboratory work 
forms an integral part of this course.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

Course Name: IB Chemistry
Prerequisite: SL-Physical Science and Biology; HL- Physical Science, Biology, and Chemistry 
(can be doubled up in Secondary II)

Course Description: IB Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study 
with the acquisition and development of practical and investigational skills. This two-year 
course aims to balance the needs of a content-oriented syllabus with the development of the 
critical-thinking skills required by the experimental scientist. Topics include periodicity, chemical 
reactions, acids and bases, electrochemistry, organic chemistry, equilibrium, and rates of 
reactions. The course reflects the need to ensure that the qualifications will be met for students 
wishing to enter university study in the sciences; it will also develop students’ investigational 
skills in the use of the scientific method, involving the formation, testing, and modification of 
a hypothesis through observation and measurement, under the controlled conditions of an 
experiment. The course will also allow students to develop their problem-solving and analytical 
skills, as well as provide opportunities for students to become more aware of the moral, ethical, 
social, economic, and environmental implications of using science and technology. Laboratory 
work forms an integral part of the course.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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IB Electives
Course Name: IB Physics
Prerequisite: SL-Physical Science, Biology, Algebra, and Geometry; HL- Physical Science, 
Physics, Algebra, Geometry, and Advanced Mathematics I.

Course Description: The purpose of this two-year course is to provide students with an 
understanding of both the theoretical and practical nature of physics and to increase facility in 
the use of mathematics, which is the language of physics. This course will provide students with 
the opportunity to explore physics as it was developed historically from about Galileo’s time up 
to the present. Topics included are motion, forces, momentum, heat, electromagnetism, particle 
physics, astronomy, and relativity. A key objective is to challenge students to think about how 
physical principles have been applied to construct and alter the material world to suit our needs. 
This raises the issue of the impact of physics on society, the moral and ethical dilemmas, and 
the social, economic, and environmental implications of the work of physicists. These concerns 
have become more prominent as our power over the environment has grown. Students will also 
explore the international context within which physics exists and examine issues from more than 
one side.  Laboratory work forms an integral part of this course.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

Course Name: IB Sports, Exercise and Health Science
Prerequisite: Physical Science and Biology

Course Description: Sports, exercise, and health science (SEHS) is an experimental science 
that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and investigative skills. It is an 
applied science course within group 4, with aspects of biological and physical science being 
studied in the specific context of sports, exercise, and health. Moreover, the subject matter goes 
beyond the traditional science subjects to offer a deeper understanding of the issues related to 
sports, exercise, and health in the 21st century. Apart from being worthy of study, SEHS is good 
preparation for courses in higher or further education related to sports fitness and health and 
serves as useful preparation for employment in sports and leisure industries. 
 
This course incorporates the traditional disciplines of anatomy and physiology, biomechanics, 
psychology, and nutrition, which are studied in the context of sports, exercise, and health. 
Students will cover a range of core and option topics and carry out practical (experimental) 
investigations in both laboratory and field settings. This will provide an opportunity to acquire 
the knowledge and understanding necessary to apply scientific principles and critically analyze 
human performance. Where relevant, the course will address issues of international dimension 
and ethics by considering sports, exercise, and health relative to the individual and in a global 
context.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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Course Name: IB Environmental Systems and Societies
Prerequisite: Physical Science and Biology

Course Description: Students will be provided with a coherent perspective of the 
interrelationships between environmental systems and societies, one that enables them to 
adopt an informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that 
they will inevitably come to face. The teaching approach is such that students can evaluate the 
scientific, ethical, and socio-political aspects of issues.  Students will be able to study this course 
successfully with no specific previous knowledge of science or geography. However, as the 
course aims to foster an international perspective, awareness of local and global environmental 
concerns and an understanding of the scientific methods is essential. 
 
ES&S is one of two interdisciplinary courses offered in the Diploma Programme. Because it is an 
interdisciplinary course, students can have it count as either a Group 3: Individuals and Societies 
or Group 4: Sciences course, or both. This gives students the opportunity to study (an) additional 
subject(s) from any group.  

Grade Level(s): Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only



43

Program of Study

Cultural Studies
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QSI offers a variety of Cultural Studies courses to meet graduation requirements 
in addition to offering a variety of options for study. Below are some example 
pathways from the Cultural Studies program that students might take to earn an 
Academic Diploma (one of the three types of graduation diplomas offered by QSI). 
Please refer to the Graduations Requirements section of this document for the 
courses required for each diploma. Elective and AP courses provide flexibility in 
how students can meet graduation requirements and university/personal goals. 
Students should coordinate with the school counselor or designated graduation 
advisor to ensure they take the courses required to graduate with their chosen 
diploma.  Please note that not all QSI schools offer the IB Diploma Programme.  

All courses are full year, completing 10 units of study unless otherwise indicated 
in the course description.  Ten units = 1 Carnegie Unit (which is equivalent to 1 US 
High School credit)

Cultural Studies 
Pathways & Courses

+Taking AP Human Geography in Secondary I is only for students who 
meet certain criteria and with parent permission. See school for details.

*See page 16 for schools that offer IB Diploma Programme.

QSI Required Courses

World Geography Modern World 
History

US History
Economics

World 
Governments

IB Economics*

AP Economics

IB Economics*
IB History* IB History*

IB Psychology* IB Psychology*
IB Business 

Management*
IB Business

Management*

AP World History AP US History

AP Human 
Geography+

AP Psychology

Secondary I Secondary IVSecondary IIISecondary II

World 
Governments

World Geography Modern World 
History

Psychology

Global Issues International
Relations AP Comparative 

Gov & Politics

World Geography
Economics

Pathway 1

Pathway 2

IB Pathway

Electives
(Can be taken any year)
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QSI Required Courses

*Please refer to the Graduation Requirements p 10-11.  to see the courses required 
for each diploma type.

Course Name: World Geography
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: World Geography is comprised of ten essential units. At first students 
begin with a review of basic geography skills and concepts and then learn to use the five 
themes of geography (location, place, regions, movement, and human-environment interaction) 
to ask and answer questions about places on earth. These concepts are further applied 
to Canada and the United States, Latin America, Europe, Russia and the Republics, Africa, 
Asia, Oceania, and Antarctica.  This course is typically taken during the first or second year of 
secondary school.

Course Name: Modern World History
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: Modern World History builds on the material covered in the 12/13-year-
old cultural studies courses. It begins with a review of the Enlightenment and the American 
Revolution, then extends to see how these relate to other revolutions. The course then moves 
into the industrial revolution, the rise of imperialism and nationalism, the World Wars, the Cold 
War, and recent history.

Course Name: US History
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: US History is a survey course that begins with the early explorations in 
which the Americas were discovered and continues with the history of the U.S.A. to modern 
times. Students will practice critical thinking and reading skills as they examine and discuss both 
primary and secondary sources relating to political, cultural, religious, and social changes in the 
U.S.A. as it grew from individual colonies to a united group of states.
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General Electives

Course Name: Economics
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: Economics provides a logical framework for students to think about 
economic theory at every level - personal, family, organizational, business, and governmental - 
and what these decisions mean for society. Topics include trade models, aggregate supply and 
demand, macroeconomics, and stock investment. Students apply economic theory throughout 
the course by creating and managing an actual stock portfolio (buying, selling, reporting) under 
the supervision of the course instructor.  (This course is a half-year course that earns 5 credits.  
This course should be taken in combination with World Governments.)   

Course Name: World Governments
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: World Governments is intended to provide students with a basic 
framework to compare and study governments. The student will learn basic nomenclature and 
concepts in addition to undertaking an analysis of challenges faced by different governments 
around the world. Various types of government are examined, including developing/developed, 
communist/post-communist, and democracies/advanced democracies. (This course is a half-
year course that earns 5 credits and should be taken in combination with Economics.) 

Course Name: International Relations
Prerequisite: World Geography and World History

Course Description: This course is designed to give students an understanding of the 
international world they are growing up in. Students will learn about historical developments, 
modern institutions, and the theoretical frameworks that make up the field of international 
relations and diplomacy. Four conceptual essential units are following by a project-based 
unit (E05), in which students will dig deeper into various world issues and report their findings. 
Selective units in this course provide opportunities for experiencing international diplomacy, 
allowing students to debate and develop resolutions to solve world problems.  This course can 
be taken half a year for 5 units or a full year for 10 units.
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Course Name: Global Issues
Prerequisite: World Geography and World History

Course Description: This course is designed to give students an overview of current world 
issues in our globalized society. Students will gain an understanding of the various problems, 
including their causes and effects. After a conceptual introduction to the topic of challenges in 
a globalized world, students will study specific issues more in-depth. The essential units focus 
on problems resulting from and related to poverty, communication technology, political change, 
and the environment. After completing these 5 essential units, selective units can be chosen 
that cover other related issues; and/or students can take the opportunity to analyze potential 
solutions for such issues, trying to work towards a better-globalized society in the future.  This 
course can be taken half a year for 5 units or a full year for 10 units.

Course Name: Psychology
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: Psychology is the study of human behavior and mental processes. This 
course will provide you with an introduction to the field of psychology. We will explore the past, 
present, and future of this ever-expanding discipline. Key areas of study include: the history 
of the development of psychology, research method, biological and neurological bases of 
behavior, sensation and perception, states of consciousness, cognition, memory, learning, 
motivation, emotion, development across the lifespan, personality, abnormal psychology, 
treatment of psychological disorders and social psychology.

AP Electives

Course Name: AP Human Geography
Prerequisite: Literature I and Writing I (previously or concurrently) (As recommended by AP, 
students must be able to read college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete 
sentences.)

Course Description: The AP Human Geography course is equivalent to an introductory 
college-level course in human geography. The course introduces students to the systematic 
study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration 
of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine 
socioeconomic organization and its environmental consequences. They also learn about the 
methods and tools geographers use in their research and applications. The curriculum reflects 
the goals of the National Geography Standards. The course relies heavily on college-level texts, 
primary source documents, and outside readings. Students will be required to participate in 
class discussions, individual and group projects, and integrated technology assignments with 
optional fieldwork.  If Secondary I students want to enroll in AP Human Geography, they need 
to meet a set of criteria and have a signed letter from parents.   This would then fulfill the World 
Geography graduation requirement for Secondary I students.
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Course Name: AP World History
Prerequisite: Literature I and Writing I (As recommended by AP, students must be able to read 
college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.)

Course Description: The AP World History course is an academic, year-long course with an 
emphasis on non-western history.  The course relies heavily on college-level texts, primary 
source documents, and outside readings.  Students will be required to participate in class 
discussions and in group and individual projects.  A special emphasis will be given to historical 
writing through essay and document-based questions (DBQ).  In addition, objective exams, 
simulations, and integrated computer-technology assignments will also be given.  This fulfills 
the Modern World History graduation requirement.

Course Name: AP United States History
Prerequisite: Literature II and Writing II (previously or concurrently) (As recommended by AP, 
students must be able to read college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete 
sentences.)

Course Description: AP US History begins with the early explorations and the European 
discovery of the Americas and continues with the history of the USA through modern times. The 
course relies heavily on college-level texts, primary source documents, and outside readings. 
Students will be required to participate in class discussions and in group and individual projects. 
A special emphasis will be given to historical writing through essay and document-based 
questions (DBQ). In addition, objective exams, simulations, and integrated computer-technology 
assignments will also be given.  This fulfills the US History graduation requirement.

Course Name: AP Economics
Prerequisite: Advanced Mathematics I (As recommended by AP, students must be able to read 
college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.)

Course Description: The AP Economics course provides students with a broad introduction 
to the field of economics, one of the social sciences. It is divided into two courses, 
Microeconomics and Macroeconomics, with a separate AP Examination for each course.  In 
Microeconomics, we gain a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply 
to the functions of individual decision-makers, both consumers and producers, within the 
economic system.  It places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of product markets 
and includes the study of factor markets and the role of government in promoting greater 
efficiency and equity in the economy. In Macroeconomics, we gain a thorough understanding 
of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole.  We will study 
national income and price-level determination and also develop familiarity with economic 
performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and 
international economics.  This fulfills the Economics graduation requirement with the addition of 
the Econ Investment Unit from QSI Economics.



49

Course Name: AP Comparative Government and Politics
Prerequisite: Modern World History (As recommended by AP, students must be able to read 
college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.) 

Course Description: In an increasingly global society, it becomes more important for students 
to understand how governments and politics operate in various places around the world.  This 
helps them to understand their place as citizens in this global society, but it also helps them to 
have context to compare government and politics in their home countries or wherever they may 
be living to other places.  Understanding political systems around the world allows students 
to be better equipped to make informed decisions about their own political participation and 
opinions.  This course is designed to take such an approach in comparing political systems 
around the world.  This fulfills the World Government graduation requirement.

Course Name: AP European History
Prerequisite: Literature II and Writing II (As recommended by AP, students must be able to read 
college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.)

Course Description: Advanced Placement European History is a course designed for serious 
history students willing to experience the demands of a college class in secondary school. The 
course covers the major socio-economic, political, and religious dynamics of European history 
from the High Renaissance (1450) to the collapse of monolithic communism in Eastern Europe 
(1989). The class is based on college history curricula and is designed to give high school 
students a thorough understanding of modern European history, as well as the opportunity to 
experience the challenges and rigors of a college class. The major themes covered include: 
The Renaissance & Reformation, the Wars of Religion, the Age of Louis XIV, Peter the Great 
and Russia, the Enlightenment, the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars, the Congress 
of Vienna and the Revolutions of 1848, the Roots of European Nationalism, World War I, the 
Russian Revolution, the Rise and Fall of Fascist States, World War II, Communist Europe, and the 
Collapse of the Soviet Union.

Course Name: AP Psychology
Prerequisite: Literature II and Writing II (As recommended by AP, students must be able to read 
college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.)

Course Description: AP Psychology is an academic, year-long course providing a broad 
introduction to the field of psychology, one of the social sciences. We will explore the past, 
present, and future of this ever-expanding discipline. Key areas of study include history and 
the major contributors to the development of psychology; research methods, data collection, 
analyses, and ethics; approaches to studying human behavior and mental processes; biological 
and neurological bases of behavior; the systems of sensation and perception; states of 
consciousness; cognition, memory, and learning; motivation, and emotion; development across 
the lifespan; personality; abnormal psychology and treatment of psychological disorders; 
and social psychology. These key areas will provide the content for preparing to take the AP 
Psychology exam. In addition, we will explore health psychology, applications in the field, and 
the scholarly dissemination of information from academic journal articles.
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IB Electives

IB courses are only offered at the six QSI schools that are authorized to deliver the IB Diploma 
Programme.   These schools are Kyiv International School, QSI International School of Bratislava, 
QSI International School of Chengdu, QSI International School of Haiphong, QSI International 
School of Shenzhen, and Tirana International School.

Course Name: IB Business Management
Prerequisite: Literature II and Writing II (As recommended by AP, students must be able to read 
college-level texts and write grammatically correct, complete sentences.)

Course Description: Business management is a rigorous, challenging, and dynamic discipline 
in the individuals and societies subject group. The role of businesses, as distinct from other 
organizations and actors in a society, is to produce and sell goods and services that meet 
human needs and wants by organizing resources. Profitmaking, risk-taking, and operating in a 
competitive environment characterize most business organizations. 

Although business management shares many skills and areas of knowledge with other 
humanities and social sciences, it is distinct in a number of ways. For example, business 
management is the study of decision-making within an organization, whereas economics 
is the study of scarcity and resource allocation, both on micro and macro levels. Business 
management examines the use of information technology in business contexts, whereas 
information technology in a global society (ITGS) critically examines its impact on other fields, 
such as health and government.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

Course Name: IB Economics
Prerequisite: SL-Physical Science, Biology, Algebra, and Geometry; HL- Physical Science, 
Physics, Algebra, Geometry, and Advanced Mathematics I.

Course Description: The Economics course allows students to develop an understanding of 
the complexities and interdependence of economic activities in a rapidly changing world. At the 
heart of economic theory is the problem of scarcity. While the world’s population has unlimited 
needs and wants, there are limited resources to satisfy these needs and wants. As a result of this 
scarcity, choices have to be made. The economics course, at both SL and HL, uses economic 
theories to examine the ways in which these choices are made: 

•	 at the level of producers and consumers in individual markets (microeconomics) 
•	 at the level of the government and the national economy (macroeconomics) 
•	 at an international level where countries are becoming increasingly interdependent 

through international trade and the movement of labor and capital (the global 
economy). 
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The choices made by economic agents (consumers, producers, and governments) generate 
positive and negative outcomes, and these outcomes affect the relative well-being of 
individuals and societies. As a social science, economics examines these choices through the 
use of models and theories.   

By focusing on the six real-world issues through the nine key concepts (scarcity, choice, 
efficiency, equity, economic well-being, sustainability, change, interdependence, and 
intervention), students of the economics course will develop the knowledge, skills, values, and 
attitudes that will encourage them to act responsibly as global citizens.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

Course Name: IB History
Prerequisite: World Geography and Modern World History

Course Description: The History course is designed in such a way as to explicitly reinforce 
the emphasis on the development of international-mindedness. For example, one of the 
key concepts that weaves throughout the course is perspectives and, more specifically, 
an emphasis on encouraging students to appreciate multiple perspectives. In addition, all 
students are required to study case studies and examples from different regions of the world, 
with comparison of such examples helping to ensure that the course adopts a transnational 
perspective. Teachers also have a great deal of freedom to choose relevant examples to 
explore with their students, helping to ensure that the course appropriately meets their students’ 
needs and interests regardless of their location or context. Throughout the course, students 
have the opportunity to explore historical events that have played a key role in shaping the 
world today, deepening their understanding of the complex and interconnected nature of past 
and present events. For example, students explore historical examples of many of the global 
challenges facing the world today, such as conflict, rights, and governance. This helps to meet 
one of the central aims of the course—to increase students’ understanding of themselves and of 
contemporary society by encouraging reflection on the past.

Class:  Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

Course Name: IB Psychology
Prerequisite: World Geography and Modern World History

Course Description: Psychology is the rigorous and systematic study of mental processes and 
behavior. It is a complex subject that draws on concepts, methods, and understandings from 
a number of different disciplines. There is no single approach that would describe or explain 
mental processes and behavior on its own as human beings are complex animals with highly 
developed frontal lobes, cognitive abilities, involved social structures, and cultures. The study of 
behavior and mental processes requires a multidisciplinary approach and the use of a variety of 
research techniques whilst recognizing that behavior is not a static phenomenon, it is adaptive, 
and as the world, societies, and challenges facing societies change, so does behavior.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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Course Name: IB Environmental Systems and Societies
Prerequisite: World Geography and Modern World History

Course Description: Students will be provided with a coherent perspective of the 
interrelationships between environmental systems and societies, one that enables them to 
adopt an informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that 
they will inevitably come to face. The teaching approach is such that students can evaluate the 
scientific, ethical, and socio-political aspects of issues. 

Students will be able to study this course successfully with no specific previous knowledge 
of science or geography. However, as the course aims to foster an international perspective, 
awareness of local and global environmental concerns and an understanding of the scientific 
methods is essential.

ES&S is one of two interdisciplinary courses offered in the Diploma Programme. Because it is an 
interdisciplinary course, students can have it count as either a Group 3: Individuals and Societies 
or Group 4: Sciences course, or both. This gives students the opportunity to study (an) additional 
subject(s) from any group. 

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

Course Name: IB Theory of Knowledge
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: Theory of Knowledge (TOK) explores questions about knowledge and 
about the process of knowing. There are three foundational questions: What do we know? How 
do we know it? What does it mean that we know it that way? TOK emphasizes comparisons and 
connections between areas of knowledge, and trains students to become more aware of their 
own perspectives as well as those of others. This course is taken over a period of two years.  It is 
required for students seeking to complete the full-IB Diploma Program (IBDP) and is only open 
to IBDP students.  IB TOK is an IB Core course.  Two-year course required for full-IB Diploma 
Program students. Students not engaging in the full IBDP may not take this course.  

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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Program of Study

Creative & Applied Arts
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QSI offers a variety of Creative and Applied Arts courses to meet graduation 
requirements in addition to offering a variety of options for study. Below are some 
example pathways from the Arts program that students might take to earn an 
Academic Diploma (one of the three types of graduation diplomas offered by QSI). 
Please refer to the Graduations Requirements section of this document for the 
courses required for each diploma. Elective and AP courses provide flexibility in 
how students can meet graduation requirements and university/personal goals. 
Students should coordinate with the school counselor or designated graduation 
advisor to ensure they take the courses required to graduate with their chosen 
diploma.  Please note that not all QSI schools offer the IB Diploma Programme.  

All courses are full-year, completing 10 units of study unless otherwise indicated 
in the course description.  Ten units = 1 Carnegie Unit (which is equivalent to 1 US 
High School credit)

Creative & Applied Arts
Pathways & Courses

*See page 16 for schools that offer IB Diploma Programme.

Art I
Instrumental 

Music I

Vocal Music I

IB Film**

IB Music**

AP Art History
AP Drawing

Dramatic Arts I

Art II
Instrumental 

Music II

Vocal Music II

Dramatic Arts II

Art III
Instrumental 

Music III

Vocal Music III

Art IV
Instrumental 

Music IV

Vocal Music IV

AP 2D Art & Design
AP 3D Art & Design AP Music Theory

IB Theatre**

IB Film**

IB Music**

IB Visual Arts**
IB Theatre**

IB Visual Arts**

Secondary I Secondary IVSecondary IIISecondary II

IB Pathway

Electives
(Can be taken any year but level I in 
any course needs to be completed 

before enrolling in level II, etc.)

Photography I Photography II

AP Pathway
Students are expected to 
engage in Art or Music level I 
or II to gain experience before 
AP level.

Students are expected to 
engage in Art or Music level I 
or II to gain experience before 
IB level.

Students are expected to 
engage in Art or Music level I 
or II to gain experience before 
IB level.
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Creative & Applied Arts
Pathways & Courses QSI Courses

*Please note that QSI requires all students to minimally enroll in one full course equivalent to 10 
units in the Creative and Applied Arts Program of Study.  

Course Name: Art I
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: The Secondary Art I course is designed for the secondary student 
preparing to take IB or AP Art along with the student choosing art as an elective for first-time 
exposure in the secondary years. The course is presented to promote visual arts literacy to the 
student as well as the artistic process. Students are engaged in creating art while analyzing 
and interpreting art and art history. This course is modeled on the National Core Arts Standards 
for the Visual Arts. These standards are based on the artistic process of creating, presenting, 
responding, and connecting with artistic ideas and works of art.

Course Name: Art II
Prerequisite: Art I

Course Description: Art II is designed for the student continuing art as an elective in the 
secondary years, as well as the secondary student preparing to take IB or AP Art. The course is 
intended to build upon the foundations of visual arts literacy. This is accomplished by creating, 
analyzing, and interpreting art and art history.

Course Name: Art III-IV
Prerequisite: Art II or Art III

Course Description: Art III and Art IV are intended to build upon visual arts literacy and artistic 
perception for the student while refining previously acquired skills in the following areas: 
creative art process, analyzing and interpreting art and art history. Students have the opportunity 
to take a more independent approach when producing original and creative works.

Course Name: Dramatic Arts I
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: The Dramatic Arts I course is a Fine Art elective. The course possesses 
two dimensions for the students; a series of units advancing the development of dramatic 
acting and a series of units designed to assist in creating a theatrical product. Students will work 
diligently during the first six units to develop their skills as actors, then apply those skills to a 
school or class production. Process and product are the two key components of the course. The 
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Course Name: Dramatic Arts II
Prerequisite: Dramatic Arts I

Course Description: The Dramatic Arts I course is a Fine Art elective. The course possesses 
two dimensions for the students; a series of units advancing the development of dramatic 
acting and a series of units designed to assist in creating a theatrical product. Students will work 
diligently during the first six units to develop their skills as actors, then apply those skills to a 
school or class production. Process and product are the two key components of the course. The 
course will introduce various facets of theatre, including acting, production, and postproduction 
work within a set of essential and selective units. The main focus, though, is on the methods 
and the general practice of the dramatic arts. All students who elect to take this class must be 
aware that they will participate in a class or school performance, either onstage or backstage, 
with preproduction, production, and possibly postproduction involvement.  Since this is the 
second year for the students, emphasis will be added on acting theory, dramatics arts history, 
and theater production responsibility.  Students will fine tune and progress in more sophisticated 
ways as they develop their dramatic arts skills.

Course Name: Dramatic Arts III-IV
Prerequisite: Dramatic Arts II or Dramatic Arts III

Course Description: Dramatic Arts III and Dramatic Arts IV provide students the ability to further 
develop acting skills and to try new or build upon technical skills used to create theatrical 
productions. The courses will build on previous Dramatic Arts units, including theatre history, 
acting, production, and postproduction work. These courses allow students to dig deeper 
by allowing students to direct shows and run all creative aspects of production, from prop 
construction to sound design.  All students who elect to take this class must be aware that 
they will participate in a class or school performance, either onstage or backstage.  This is 
an advanced course that requires students to have ownership of the full production process 
through the development of leadership skills in each design area of a production.

Course Name: Instrumental Music I
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: Secondary Instrumental Music I is a course designed to introduce 
instrumental music. In this course, the student will be introduced to basic music theory and to 
the practical aspects of playing an instrument. The student will be able to choose and must 
provide his/her own instrument, though some schools provide the larger instruments such as a 
tuba and percussion.

course will introduce various facets of theatre, including acting, production, and postproduction 
work within a set of essential and selective units. The main focus, though, is on the methods and 
the general practice of the dramatic arts. All students who elect to take this class must be aware 
that they will participate in a class or school performance, either onstage or backstage, with 
preproduction, production, and possibly postproduction involvement.
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Course Name: Instrumental Music II
Prerequisite: Instrumental Music I

Course Description: Secondary Instrumental Music II is a course that allows students to 
continue to develop technique, quality, tone, and enjoyment on his/her individual instrument. 
Music theory development will coincide with the practical aspects being taught. The normal 
prerequisite is the successful completion of some instrumental program, particularly 
Instrumental Music I. This course is also designed to allow for a progressive instrumental music 
experience (band or orchestra), being followed by Instrumental Music III and IV.

Course Name: Instrumental Music III
Prerequisite: Instrumental Music II or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: Secondary Instrumental Music III is a course designed to continue 
student development in instrumental music. In the course, the student will continue to develop 
advanced techniques. The quality of music and tone will become more refined, and the student 
will continue to enjoy his/her instrument. Music theory will coincide with the practical aspects 
being taught in each unit. This course is also designed to allow for a progressive instrumental 
music experience (band or orchestra), being followed by Instrumental Music IV.

Course Name: Instrumental Music IV
Prerequisite: Instrumental Music III or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: Secondary Instrumental Music IV is a course designed to continue 
student development in instrumental music. In the course, the student will continue to develop 
advanced techniques. The quality of music and tone will become more refined, and the student 
will continue to enjoy his/her instrument. Music theory development will coincide with the 
practical aspects being taught in each unit.

Course Name: Vocal Music I
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: Secondary Vocal Music I is designed to introduce the student to the basic 
skills of vocal music. In this course, the student will be introduced to basic music concepts 
and to the practical aspects of voice training. The student will develop his/her singing voice by 
singing alone and participating in an ensemble. The student will develop his/her music reading 
skills, basic knowledge of music history, knowledge of genres and styles, self-discipline, 
concentration, group interaction skills, and understanding of music concepts.
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Course Name: Vocal Music II
Prerequisite: Vocal Music I

Course Description: Secondary Vocal Music II is designed to continue the development 
of a student’s basic skills of vocal music. In this course, the student will build upon the skills 
acquired in Secondary Vocal Music I and develop more advanced skills in basic music theory 
and the aspects of voice training and singing in a choir. The student will demonstrate a deeper 
understanding of the elements of music, such as melody, harmony, rhythm, and pitch. The 
student will acknowledge historical and cultural connections and describe stylistic and 
cultural characteristics in a vocal work. The course will also focus on the components of artistic 
performance. The student is expected to develop more independence and confidence in his/
her vocal music skills.

Course Name: Vocal Music III
Prerequisite: Vocal Music II or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: In this course, the student will build upon the skills acquired in Secondary 
Vocal Music II. The student will develop more advanced skills in music theory and the aspects 
of voice training. The student will demonstrate a deeper understanding of the elements of 
music, such as melody, harmony, rhythm, and pitch. The student will sing in a more complex 
ensemble and demonstrate understanding of the components of artistic performance. The 
student will acknowledge historical and cultural connections and describe stylistic and cultural 
characteristics in a vocal work. The course will also focus on concert behavior and etiquette. The 
student is expected to develop more independence and confidence in their vocal music skills.

Course Name: Vocal Music IV
Prerequisite: Vocal Music III or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: Secondary Vocal Music IV is designed to continue the development 
of vocal/ensemble techniques. In this course, the student will build upon the skills acquired 
in Vocal Music III and develop more advanced vocal/ensemble techniques, as well as 
demonstrate understanding of music management and aspects of creating a concert program. 
The student will focus on developing leadership qualities and independence in music 
performance.

Course Name: Documentary Filmmaking
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: The Documentary Filmmaking course is a secondary course designed 
to increase and promote visual literacy through the filmmaking process. The introduction to 
documentary film includes the skills developed in pre-production, production, and post-
production. The technical use of equipment for cinematography, video editing, and screening 
are enforced as essential components. Applicable contexts such as the interview process, film 
history, and publicity are also promoted as selective units.
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Course Name: Photography I
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: This course is designed for the secondary student pursuing Photography 
as an elective for first-time exposure in the secondary years. Students may engage in this 
course in any secondary year and are not required to have previous knowledge. The basics of 
digital photography are stressed in five Essential Units and the Elements and Principles of Art 
and Design in 9 Selective Units. Photographic history and the study of important photographers, 
past and present, are stressed in all units. Standard rules and interpretations of photographic 
ethics and international copyright laws should be stressed and understood by the student and 
teacher in every unit. Experimentation is encouraged and expected in all units, especially in the 
selective units.

The course will provide basic knowledge and experience in communicating with photographic 
images and the photographic process. It will provide practical skills in various types of 
photographic work and develop the capacity for creative imaging. 

Course Name: Photography II
Prerequisite: Photography I

Course Description: The Photography II course builds off the skills and knowledge learned 
and applied in Photography I. The course is designed around essential photography skills: 
equipment, post-processing, environment, and presentation.  After review of these key skills, 
students pursue various photographic genres, including portraiture, still life, event photography, 
sports photography, photojournalism, and travel photography. In every unit, students will reflect 
on their progress as a photographer, critiquing their own work as well as that of others.

AP Electives

Course Name: AP 2-D Art and Design
Prerequisite: Art I and Art II or demonstrated proficiency 

Course Description: The Advanced Placement 2D Art and Design course is a university-level 
course for highly motivated students interested in investigating artistic materials, processes, 
and ideas in order to design and create multiple works of art. Students will develop their skills 
in two-dimensional mediums such as graphic design, photography, collage, printmaking, and 
others as they learn the principles of 2-D design.  Students will compile a portfolio of work to 
demonstrate inquiry through the art and design process. The portfolio will include works of art 
and design, process documentation, and written information about the works presented.



60

Course Name: AP 3-D Art and Design
Prerequisite: Art I and Art II or demonstrated proficiency 

Course Description: The Advanced Placement 3D Art and Design course is a university-level 
course for highly motivated students interested in investigating artistic materials, processes, 
and ideas in order to design and create multiple works of art.  Students will develop their skills 
in three-dimensional mediums such as sculpture, architectural models, metalwork, ceramics, 
glasswork, and others as they learn the principles of 3-D design. Students will compile a 
portfolio of work to demonstrate inquiry through the art and design process. The portfolio will 
include works of art and design, process documentation, and written information about the 
works presented.

Course Name: AP Drawing
Prerequisite: Art I and Art II or demonstrated proficiency 

Course Description: The Advanced Placement Drawing course is a university-level course 
for highly motivated students who are interested in investigating artistic materials, processes, 
and ideas in order to design and create multiple works of art. Students will develop skills that 
focus on and explore various drawing techniques. Students will compile a portfolio of work to 
demonstrate inquiry through the art and design process. The portfolio will include works of art 
and design, process documentation, and written information about the works presented.

Course Name: AP Music Theory
Prerequisite: Vocal Music I or Instrumental Music I or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: AP Music Theory is an introductory college-level course that covers topics 
such as: musicianship, theory, musical materials, and procedures. Musicianship skills, including 
dictation and other listening skills, sight-singing, and keyboard harmony are considered 
an important part of the course. The student’s ability to read and write musical notation is 
fundamental to such a course. It is also strongly recommended that the student will have 
acquired at least basic performance skills in voice or on an instrument. Motivated students and 
even those with limited background knowledge can benefit from this course. The student will 
develop the ability to recognize, understand, and describe the basic materials and processes of 
music that are heard or presented in a score.

Course Name: AP Art HIstory
Prerequisite: Literature II and Writing II (previously or concurrently)

Course Description: AP Art History is a university-level course that engages students in an in-
depth analysis of works of visual art.  Students investigate 250 works of art chosen by College 
Board which span a historical time period from global prehistoric time to the present.  Students 
will consider cultural perspectives, materials, processes, techniques, purpose, and audience 
as they conduct visual and contextual analysis of each piece.  In addition to knowledge and 
interpretation skills, students will practice writing about art by responding through various types 
of expressions and written prompts. 

IB Electives
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IB Electives

IB courses are only offered at the six QSI schools that are authorized to deliver the IB Diploma 
Programme.   These schools are Kyiv International School, QSI International School of Bratislava, 
QSI International School of Chengdu, QSI International School of Haiphong, QSI International 
School of Shenzhen, and Tirana International School.

Course Name: IB Film
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: IB Film students explore, critique, and practice filmmaking in five roles: 
cinematography, editing, writing, directing and sound design. Emphasis is placed on technical 
aspects (correct use of equipment, terminology, organization, etc.), film history (significant 
films and filmmakers who added to the development of theories, tools, equipment and artistic 
approaches), and film analysis (understanding the impact creative decisions have on a film text’s 
meaning).

Class:  Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

Course Name: IB Theatre
Prerequisite: Drama I and Drama II or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: The IB Diploma Programme theatre course is a multifaceted theatre-
making course of study. It gives students the opportunity to make theatre as creators, designers, 
directors, and performers. It emphasizes the importance of working both individually and 
collaboratively as part of an ensemble. It offers the opportunity to engage actively in the creative 
process, transforming ideas into action as inquisitive and productive artists. 

Students experience the course from contrasting artistic perspectives. They learn to apply 
research and theory to inform and contextualize their work. The theatre course encourages 
students to appreciate that through the processes of researching, creating, preparing, 
presenting, and critically reflecting on theatre— as participants and audience members—they 
gain a richer understanding of themselves, their community, and the world.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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Course Name: IB Visual Arts
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: The IB Diploma Programme visual arts course encourages students 
to challenge their own creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-
provoking course in which students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent 
thinking while working towards technical proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition 
to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different contexts, 
students are expected to engage in, experiment with, and critically reflect upon a wide range 
of contemporary practices and media. The course is designed for students who want to go on 
to study visual arts in higher education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong enrichment 
through visual arts.

Class:  Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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Program of Study

Languages Other Than English
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QSI offers a variety of language courses to meet graduation requirements in addition to offering 
a variety of options for study. Below are some example pathways from the LOE program 
that students might take to earn an Academic Diploma (one of the three types of graduation 
diplomas offered by QSI). Please refer to the Graduations Requirements section of this 
document for the courses required for each diploma. Elective and AP courses provide flexibility 
in how students can meet graduation requirements and university/personal goals. Students 
should coordinate with the school counselor or designated graduation advisor to ensure they 
take the courses required to graduate with their chosen diploma.  Please note that not all QSI 
schools offer the IB Diploma Programme.  

All courses are full-year, completing 10 units of study unless otherwise indicated in the course 
description.  Ten units = 1 Carnegie Unit (which is equivalent to 1 US High School credit)

Languages Other Than English
Pathways & Courses

The principal goal of the Languages Other than English (L. O. E.) courses is to provide our 
students with an opportunity to learn to communicate in other languages and understand 
their culture, which is one of the skills vital for students’ future success in their professional and 
personal lives. The emphasis is on developing interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational 
abilities through the use of thematic units, authentic resources, up-to-date technology, 
and differentiated real-world tasks. The students are encouraged to use and showcase the 
acquired competencies by participating in such extracurricular events as Language Olympiads, 
International Day, standard tests (e. g. DELE and DELF), etc. (These events vary depending on 
the school.)

*See page 16 for schools that offer IB Diploma Programme.

QSI Schools offer a variety 
of  Languages Other Than 
English (LOE) which could 
include:  Spanish, French, 
German, Russian, Chinese, 
etc (depending on the school 
location).

L.O.E. I L.O.E. II L.O.E. III L.O.E. IV

IB Ab Initio*
IB Language B*

IB Ab Initio*
IB Langauge B*

Pathway 1

IB Pathway
Students benifit from engaging 
in two years of L.O.E. experience 
before starting the IB Language 
program.  

AP Pathway

Secondary I Secondary IVSecondary IIISecondary II

Students are expected to 
engage in two to three years of 
L.O.E. to prepare for AP-Level 
language classes.

Students are expected to 
engage in two to three years of 
L.O.E. to prepare for AP-Level 
language classes.

Students are expected to 
engage in two to three years of 
L.O.E. to prepare for AP-Level 
language classes.

AP French
AP German
AP Spanish

AP Chinese

Students benifit from engaging 
in two years of L.O.E. experience 
before starting the IB Language 
program.  
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Languages Other Than English
Pathways & Courses

QSI Required Courses

*Please refer to the Graduation Requirements p 10-11.  to see the courses required 
for each diploma type.

QSI schools offer a variety of different languages in their schools depending on where the 
school is located.  See below for a list of languages offered in a variety of schools.  For clarity of 
what languages are offered in a specific QSI school, contact school administration. 

•	 Chinese 
•	 French
•	 German
•	 Italian
•	 Kazakh

• 	Korean
• 	Kyrgyz
•	 Portuguese
•	 Russian
•	 Slovak

•	 Spanish
•	 Thai
•	 Ukrainian
•	 Vietnamese

Course Name: LOE I (e.g., Chinese I, French I, Spanish I, etc.)
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: L.O.E. I are courses designed for 13-year-old (able to manage secondary 
level courses) and secondary students with no background in the target language. These 
courses focus on forming initial vocabulary, beginning grammar structures, and basic 
conversational, reading, and writing skills.  Being immersed in the culture, language, and 
traditions of the target language, students start developing listening and speaking abilities 
that can be used to interact with others within the context of everyday activities. The primary 
goal of the courses is to equip the students with the language awareness, competencies, and 
confidence sufficient for communicating at a basic level.

Course Name: LOE II (e.g., Chinese II, French II, Spanish II etc.)
Prerequisite: LOE I

Course Description: L.O.E. II are secondary courses that build on the basic listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing skills acquired in L.O.E. I. In these courses, students continue to refine 
their language usage while simultaneously exploring the history, literature, traditions, and 
customs of the target language.  By the end of these courses, they will be able to recognize 
and use a broader range of vocabulary related to personal and family information, school, local 
geography, shopping, and other routine matters, as well as communicate more effectively within 
a familiar context. 
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AP Electives

Course Name: LOE III (e.g., Chinese III, French III, Spanish III etc.)
Prerequisite: LOE II

Course Description: L.O.E. III are secondary courses that further build on the listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills acquired in L.O.E. I and II classes. In these courses, students 
will develop increasing fluidity in writing and conversational skills as well as expand a range of 
situations and contexts in which they feel comfortable communicating.  By the end of these 
courses, they will be able to describe experiences and events and briefly explain opinions and 
plans. Use of authentic texts ensures that students are exposed to the content and context of a 
language, gaining an appreciation of its culture, history, traditions, and customs.

Course Name: LOE IV (e.g., Chinese IV, French IV, Spanish IV etc.)
Prerequisite: LOE III

Course Description: L.O.E. IV are secondary courses that promote to an advanced level the 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills acquired and practiced in L.O.E. I, II, and III classes. 
Students explore more complex authentic texts increasing their understanding and appreciation 
of both the content and context of the target language.  By the end of these courses, they will 
be able to spontaneously interact with others on a variety of subjects and present material 
related to both concrete and abstract topics. Students wishing to continue to challenge 
themselves after successful completion of this course are encouraged to explore Advanced 
Placement language courses. 

Course Name: AP Chinese Language and Culture
Prerequisite: Chinese IV or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: The Advanced Placement Chinese Language and Culture course is a 
university-level course taught primarily in the Chinese language. It is equivalent to an advanced 
university Chinese language course, so students should have competence in reading, writing, 
and speaking Chinese as prerequisites for the course.  Using real-world scenarios, students 
learn vocabulary and language structures and practice communicating effectively in the 
Chinese language. Chinese cultural practices, history, traditions, and perspectives are woven 
into the course to ensure students appreciate and understand not only the language but also its 
cultural context.
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Course Name: AP French Language and Culture
Prerequisite: French IV or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: The Advanced Placement French Language and Culture course is a 
university-level course taught primarily in the French language. It is equivalent to an advanced 
university French language course, so students should have competence in reading, writing, 
and speaking French as prerequisites for the course.  Using real-world scenarios, students 
learn vocabulary and language structures and practice communicating effectively in the French 
language. French cultural practices, history, traditions, and perspectives are woven into the 
course to ensure students appreciate and understand not only the language but also its cultural 
context.

Course Name: AP German Language and Culture
Prerequisite: German IV or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: The Advanced Placement German Language and Culture course is a 
university-level course taught primarily in the German language. It is equivalent to an advanced 
university German language course, so students should have competence in reading, writing, 
and speaking German as prerequisites for the course.  Using real-world scenarios, students 
learn vocabulary and language structures and practice communicating effectively in the 
German language. German cultural practices, history, traditions, and perspectives are woven 
into the course to ensure students appreciate and understand not only the language but also its 
cultural context.

Course Name: AP Spanish Language and Culture
Prerequisite: Spanish IV or demonstrated proficiency

Course Description: The Advanced Placement Spanish Language and Culture course is a 
university-level course taught primarily in the Spanish language. It is equivalent to an advanced 
university Spanish language course, so students should have competence in reading, writing, 
and speaking Spanish as prerequisites for the course.  Using real-world scenarios, students 
learn vocabulary and language structures and practice communicating effectively in the 
Spanish language. Spanish cultural practices, history, traditions, and perspectives are woven 
into the course to ensure students appreciate and understand not only the language but also its 
cultural context.
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IB Electives

IB courses are only offered at the six QSI schools that are authorized to deliver the IB Diploma 
Programme.   These schools are Kyiv International School, QSI International School of Bratislava, 
QSI International School of Chengdu, QSI International School of Haiphong, QSI International 
School of Shenzhen, and Tirana International School.

Course Name: IB Language ab initio
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: Language ab initio is a language acquisition course designed for 
students with no prior experience of the target language or for those students with very limited 
previous exposure. It should be noted that language ab initio is offered at SL only. Because of 
the inherent difficulty of defining what constitutes “very limited exposure” to a language, it is 
not possible to list specific conditions such as the number of hours or the nature of previous 
language instruction; however, it is important to note that any student who is already able to 
understand and respond to spoken and written language on a range of common topics is not 
to be placed in language ab initio as this would not provide an appropriate academic challenge, 
nor is it fair for those students who are genuine beginners of the language.  A list of languages 
offered for Language ab initio in QSI is based on the individual school.

Class: Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only

Course Name: IB Language B
Prerequisite: at least 1-2 years’ experience in the language of choice expected

Course Description: Language B is a language acquisition course designed for students with 
some previous experience of the target language. In the language B course, students further 
develop their ability to communicate in the target language through the study of language, 
themes, and texts. In doing so, they also develop conceptual understandings of how language 
works, as appropriate to the level of the course. Most language B subjects are available at both 
SL and HL. Students will engage in learning receptive, productive, and interactive skills for 
acquiring a language.  A list of languages offered at language B SL and HL in QSI is based on 
the individual school.

Class:  Two-year course offered for Secondary III and IV only
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IB Electives

Program of Study

Personal Health
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QSI offers courses in Personal Health to provide students an opportunity to learn about a 
variety of fitness activities while building a foundation for future success with a healthy lifestyle. 
Students are required to enroll in Physical Education and Wellness to meet graduation 
requirements.  Students can take additional units in Physical Education as time allows. 

All courses are full-year, completing 10 units of study unless otherwise indicated in the course 
description.  Ten units = 1 Carnegie Unit (which is equivalent to 1 US High School credit)

Personal Health 
Pathways & Courses

Secondary IV

Physical 
Education Wellness

Secondary I Secondary IVSecondary IIISecondary II

Pathway 1

Physical Education and 
Wellness can be taken 
any year.  PE can be taken 
more than one year.

Advanced
Fitness

Electives
(Can be taken any year)
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Personal Health 
Pathways & Courses QSI Required Courses

*Please refer to the Graduation Requirements p 10-11.  to see the courses required 
for each diploma type.

Course Name: Wellness
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: Wellness is a course in which students learn about the benefits of a 
healthy, physically active lifestyle and how to incorporate this into their everyday lives. The 
students will learn the relationship between health and fitness. These units have both fitness 
and health-related components. Students will participate in physical activity, engage in self-
assessment, set goals, design health and fitness plans, and present a wellness portfolio. The 
portfolio will contain artifacts that show their development and growth during the school year.

Course Name: Physical Education
Prerequisite: none

Course Description: Physical Education is a course that is comprised of 3 different sections: 
Lifetime Sports, Team Sports, and In-Depth Sport. 

Lifetime Sports units will focus on activities that are generally considered to be individual and/
or recreational. The student will participate in various individual and team sports that promote 
sportsmanship, cooperation, and overall knowledge and appreciation of sport and fitness as 
a component of a healthy lifestyle. Throughout QSI’s physical education curriculum, the main 
focus continues to be physical activity and health for life.

Team Sports units will focus on how to play a variety of team sports and activities. The student 
will participate in various team sports that promote sportsmanship, cooperation, and overall 
knowledge and appreciation of the sport. Furthermore, the student will demonstrate social skills 
related to team-based sports by participating as a team player. 

In-Depth Sports units will focus on assisting students with advanced skills and knowledge of a 
sport. Some units enhance their skill, strategy, and referring knowledge in selected sports from 
the Team Sports and Lifetime Sports units. Many units specify a school tournament or event 
that the student helps manage. A select few of the units are intended to support individuals 
in obtaining certifications or basic instruction that is beyond the scope of PE. The aim of the 
course is to develop a higher level of appreciation for participation, reiterating teamwork and 
sportsmanship.

In this class, students may explore one or more units from one or each of these sections.  
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Course Name: Advanced Fitness
Prerequisite: Physical Education and Wellness

Course Description: Advanced Fitness builds upon the concepts and skills introduced in 
both the Physical Education and Wellness courses.  The student continues to learn about the 
benefits of a healthy, physically active lifestyle and how to incorporate this into their everyday 
lives.  Participation in physical activity, demonstration of appropriate sportsmanship behaviors, 
self-assessment, goal setting, design, and implementation of a fitness program are all key 
components of this course.  Planning, record-keeping, and reflection are used in the creation 
of a year-long fitness portfolio documenting the student’s learning and application of course 
material.  

General Electives
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Offering Choices for all QSI Schools

QSI Virtual School

QSI operates an online school called the QSI Virtual School (QVS).  It serves 
all QSI schools by providing QSI and AP courses online using the QSI 
Mastery Model of Learning. QVS supports QSI schools around the world 
by providing courses that aren’t available at those schools; often this is 
due to school size, class size, scheduling conflicts, or student interest. The 
extensive catalog of QVS courses ensures that students have access to the 
courses they want and need.  

Beginning in the fall of 2021, QVS will also offer the Advanced Placement 
Capstone Diploma™ courses (AP Seminar and AP Research) to interested 
students. This prestigious program challenges students to further deepen 
their research, academic writing, and public speaking skills. (See page 12 for AP Capstone 
Diploma™ Program information). 

To learn more about how QVS operates in QSI and what courses are offered by QVS please 
visit: https://qvs.qsi.org/
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Quality Schools International (QSI), a nonprofit 
foundation, receives invitations to open schools from 
embassies, businesses, and agencies around the 
world. QSI responds to the needs of expatriates and 
host country nationals seeking a quality, progressive, 
English-language, North-American style, international 
education.

QSI schools accredit through  Middle States 
Association of  Colleges and Schools.

QUALITY SCHOOLS
 INTERNATIONAL


