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FAMILY TIES  
ALUMNI RECALL THE 

MEANINGFUL BONDS  
THEY FORMED WITH  

FRIENDS, FACULTY, AND 
RELATIVES DURING THEIR 

YEARS ON CAMPUS 
P. 20 

STATE OF MIND  
TWO NEW GRADUATE  

PROGRAMS IN  
PSYCHOLOGY APPROACH  

THE SUBJECT FROM  
A VARIETY OF ANGLES 

P. 26

THE BEACON 
INSIDE FISHER:  

CAMPUS NEWS, NOTES,  
AND IN MEMORIAM 

P. 4

Welcome,  
MR. PRESIDENT

+
Celebrating 20 Years of 

Athletics at Fisher
PLUS: FALCONS BASEBALL  

HITS REMARKABLE MILESTONE 
P. 10

Fisher 
Today

WHEN THE PANDEMIC HIT, STEVEN RICH  
STEPPED IN AS INTERIM PRESIDENT;  

THIS YEAR, THE POSITION BECAME  
OFFICIAL, ALLOWING HIM TO HELP FISHER  

SOAR TO EVEN GREATER HEIGHTS
P.14











The 
Puzzle

  BEYOND / PURSUITS
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For details, contact 
the Alumni Office  
by email at alumni@
fisher.edu or phone 
617-236-8822.

December 2021 / 
Holiday Alumni  
and Friends Social

January 18, 2022 /  
Fisher College 
Giving Day: Give 
for 118 Beacon 
Street and the 
Memories Made

February 2022 / 
Alumni Meet  
and Mingle  
Networking 
Event: “For the 
Love of Fisher”

March 2022 / 
New York Alumni 
Social

April 30, 2022 / 
Fan Fest and  
Hall of Fame:  
Celebrating 20 
Years of Fisher 
College Athletics

May 2022 / Young 
Alumni Event

May 14, 2022 / 
Commencement

June 4, 2022 / 
Fisher College  
Reunion:  
Celebrating  
Milestones

October 2022 /  
Homecoming

Across
1. ORG. THAT ACCRED-
ITED FISHER IN 1970

6. Race bag

10. “Careful where you 
watch this,” in emails

14. 11th century  
Spanish hero

15. Barista offering

16. Member of the 
Siouan people

17. FISHER’S ORIGI-
NAL NAME

19. 1860s soldiers, for 
short

20. “I        bad moon 
rising...”

21. Trending

22. “Give me the re-
mote” punishment

24. About 2,000 feet 
of film

26. What active  
people are on

29. Roseanne’s TV 
mom

32. THEY FIRST FLEW 
IN 2001

36. “Canterbury Tales” 
character

37. Certain talent  
show winners

39. “... sat        tuffet”

40. Covering of a seed

41. Canyons and  
Savanas, e.g.

42. FIRST FISHER 
PRESIDENT

44. Big Apple field

45. Bash on a beach

46. Abbr. on a tow 
truck

47. Alabama’s state nut

48. 1099-       (IRS form)

49. ONE OF 32 
ACROSS, ACTUALLY

52. Letters on a  
32 Across baseball 
scoreboard

53. Additions and 
deletions, say

55. “Hercules” TV 
spinoff

57. “... thunder, 
lightning,        rain?”: 
“Macbeth”

59. “Me day” getaway

60. THEY WERE FIRST 
OFFERED IN ’15

64.        fide

66. ORIGINAL FISHER 
LOCATION

69. “Berry” high in 
antioxidants

70. “East of       ” 
(Steinbeck novel)

71. “There’s        every 
crowd”

72. Gender neutral 
“everyone”

73. WHAT FISHER  
BECAME AFTER 1998

74. EDUCATION THAT 
BEGAN IN 1975 

Down
1. Headlines

2. “Night” Nobelist 
Wiesel

3. Accutane target

4. “Norwegian Wood” 
instrument

5. Top of a scale?

6. Foot doctor?

7. “It’s       !” (“They 
love it!”)

8. 70 Across protag-
onist

9. Artisan’s furnace

10. End of Boston?

11. CURRENT FISHER 
PRESIDENT

12. “The Gift of the 
Magi” gift

13. “A Nightmare on 
Elm Street” director 
Craven

18. “Cheers” actress 
Perlman

23. “Fifth quarters,” in 
basketball; abbr.

25. Awful grades

27. Fender product

28. EDUCATION  
THAT WAS PIONEER-
ING IN 1998

29. Conspiracy theo-
rist’s forte

30. WITH 42 ACROSS, 
FISHER CO-FOUNDER 
WHO WENT BY E.H.

31. DESCRIBING  
AN EARLY FISHER 
EDUCATION

33. Apt lipstick shade 
for a scuba diver

34. “Artists Against 
Fracking” founder

35. A Bobbsey sister

38. “Gumbo” is its 
yearbook; abbr.

40. “A” playing card

42. Gymnast’s milieu

43. “Boo-      !” (cele-
bratory cry)

47. “To hold a        is to 
be at war”: Voltaire

49. “... and not        do”

50. Deplete

51. Rolling drop

54. HERITAGE       

56. “I have half         
to give up on this 
puzzle!”

58. Approx. time it 
takes for light to travel 
one foot

59. “Hook” character

61. “Cordon” color

62. “Just        Bit” 
(2005 hit by 50 Cent)

63. In UPS’s hands

64. BACK        (FISHER 
SITE)

65. “L’       del Cairo”: 
Mozart

67. “Deep Space Nine” 
shape-shifter

68. “Tuning in the 
U.S.A.” broadcaster: 
Abbr.
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Living 
History
Founded  
more than  
100 years ago,  
Fisher has  
a rich past  
and enduring  
legacy tied  
to its location, 
community,  
and founders. 
BY DONNA HOKE

*For solution,  
go to fisher.edu/ 
fishertoday.

*

 The Game Changer Part coach and  
part therapist, April Rowell ’17 
teaches kids social-emotional skills 
through sports and play.
BY MEAGHAN O’NEILL

April Rowell ’17 is a passionate problem 
solver. So when she took a class on crisis 
intervention during her junior year, she 
realized her natural skill set should be 
applied to a major in psychology. After 
graduation, she joined City Year Boston, 
supporting fifth-grade students and teach-
ers in Boston Public Schools. She loved 
working with kids, she says, but “knew that 
teaching was not for me.”

Still, Rowell recognized 
the value of her work, which 
largely centered on helping 
kids with social-emotional 
skills and self-regulation. 
So, the following year, she 
enrolled in Simmons Uni-
versity’s graduate program 
in social work. During that 
time, an internship with 
the Boston International 
Newcomers Academy—a 
Boston Public School 
that supports immigrant 
English language learners— 
reinforced her devotion to 
working with kids. 

After earning her mas-
ter’s degree in 2020, Rowell 
accepted a position as a 
Clinical Game Changer with 
Doc Wayne Youth Services, 
an innovative program that 

offers therapeutic services 
through play and sports in 
Boston-area schools. Today, 
Rowell provides group 
and individual therapy to 
young students, focusing 
on lessons like teamwork, 
lifting up peers, resilience, 
and decision-making. 

At first, Rowell says, she 
wondered, “How can I help 
in a clinical way if I’m just 
playing sports?” But her ef-
forts, paired with her bright 
energetic spirit, have paid 
off. “The kids don’t think of 
it as going to therapy,” she 
says, because it’s not an 
appointment in an office. 

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s also 
very rewarding,” says Row-
ell. “It’s a privilege for them 
to let me into their lives.”

Cameron Lyons ’18, ’21 has had quite a year. After 
earning his Master of Arts in Counseling Psychology 
degree, he was hired as an outpatient therapist by 
Counseling Service of Addison County in Middlebury, 
Vermont, and, after moving there, promptly broke his 
ankle. That forced one more learning experience—figur-
ing out how to conduct telehealth counseling sessions 
via Zoom and phone. 

Originally from Canton, Massachusetts, Lyons  
came to Fisher to study fashion merchandising. But 
after taking undergraduate courses in psychology, he 
became intrigued by the field and pivoted toward a new 
major. Working at the Pappas Rehabilitation Hospital 

for Children in his hometown after completing his un-
dergraduate studies was also “incredibly formative,”  
he says, and ultimately inspired him to focus on a  
career in counseling. Around that same time, Fisher 
had just launched its new graduate degree program  
in counseling psychology, “so it kind of lined up,” says  
Lyons, who was glad to return to his alma mater to 
pursue an advanced degree.

His education and experience at Fisher College, he 
adds, was crucial in launching his successful career. 
“The individualized attention, teaching, and support 
while I was at Fisher was pretty instrumental in moving 
me toward where I currently am,” says Lyons. Today, 
despite the broken ankle, Lyons has no regrets about 
pursuing his chosen path. –Pearl Marvell

 Finding His Calling



  BEYOND / ADVANCING FISHER
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*For solution,  
go to fisher.edu/
fishertoday.

 
 Spot the Difference

Prime Location, Water View
Look closely at this image taken from a prime perch on the Fisher campus and it’s easy 
to see why students, faculty, and staff enjoy being so close to the Charles River.

*

The Fisher community has long taken advantage of the Charles River Esplanade. Nicknamed “Chuck” by local rowers, the Charles flows 
through 23 communities and, along with Boston Harbor, famously inspired The Standells’ 1966 hit “Dirty Water.” The Charles has cleaned up its 
act since then. And you have to love that view! See if you can spot the eight changes with a second look at the Charles.

Donor 
Q+A

 Dr. Peter C.   
 Everett
Assistant Professor  
of Medicine at Boston  
University School of  
Medicine and a medical 
oncologist at Boston  
Medical Center 

Donor 
Profile

Why did you donate to the 
psychology program? In July 
of 2018, my son Ted died of an 
accidental opioid overdose at 
age 25, which was devastating 
for our family. Too many others 
have been impacted as mine has 
been. He left behind a trust that  
I had set aside for his educa-
tion. In the context of the larger 
opioid crisis, there is a need for 
substance use disorder coun-
seling that is not being met. 

How will the gift be used? 
There are students at Fisher 
who have an interest in pursu-
ing a master’s degree in coun-
seling psychology, with a focus 
on addiction in particular. The 
Theodore Everett Berlin Schol-
arship can lower the financial 
barrier for these students to get 
the training and education they 
need to be effective counselors.

How has Fisher changed 
in the past decade? The 
institution has grown from a 
two-year to a four-year college 
with additional graduate degree 
offerings. We’ve done this in an 
environment where other small-
er, private colleges have been 
closing their doors and by serv-
ing the educational needs of our 
students in a way that prepares 
them to be outstanding contrib-
utors, and by avoiding debt.

What motivates you to  
serve Fisher? It’s about being 
involved in my community 
and supporting an institution 
that’s making a difference in 
the lives of young people. To 
donate, visit fisher.edu/give. 
–Pearl Marvell

As a student at Fisher College, Rebec- 
ca Bortz Costello ’68 gained skills she 
needed to launch a career in medical 
science. After graduating with an asso-
ciate degree from the medical assistant 
program at Fisher, she went on to earn a 
master’s degree in biology and a Ph.D. in 
clinical nutrition.

Costello, who is Vice Chair of the 
Board of Trustees, was stimulated by 
those courses during her time at Fisher. 
So when the school launched a bache-
lor’s degree program in biology, Costel-
lo, who is a consultant to the National 
Institutes of Health Office of Dietary 

Photograph by Christopher Churchill

Science Matters
A gift from  
Rebecca Bortz  
Costello, Ph.D. ’68  
benefits the  
biology program.

“The Theodore 
Everett Berlin 
Scholarship can 
lower the finan-
cial barrier for 
students to get 
the training and 
education they 
need to be effec-
tive counselors.”
DR. PETER C. EVERETT

Supplements and a Senior Research 
Fellow at the Center for Magnesium Ed-
ucation and Research in Pahoa, Hawaii, 
began funding scholarships for biology 
majors. Now, the program will benefit 
once more from her generosity. 

Costello consulted with faculty 
before designating her latest gift for 
the purchase of equipment to help 
“students accrue the skills they need 
in order to be successful,” she says. 
Costello is thrilled to support the next 
generation of Fisher scientists. “Obvi-
ously,” she says, “the biology program 
is very near and dear to my heart.” –PM
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Artifact
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It’s easy to “join the club and earn points” for a 
favorite store or airline; just sign up. But to join an 
elite club of Fisher basketball players, you have 
to rack up your points first—1,000 of them. So far, 

11 outstanding Falcons have managed to shoot 
and score their way to that particular hoop dream 
over the course of their Fisher b-ball careers. Once 
players qualify, the College presents them with a 
customized ball featuring their signature. And, best 
of all, each player earns bragging rights that never 
expire. —Robert Dunn

1,000-Point Club Members
MEN’S BASKETBALL  Louis Williams ’11 / 1,985. Tyler 
Shular ’16 / 1,893. Michael Newcombe ’07 / 1,855. Dennis 
Norford ’12 / 1,419. Kyle Holmes ’17 / 1,276. Steven Rice 
’09 / 1,233. Casey Purcell ’11 / 1,136.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL  Javana Bernard ’14 / 1,831.  
Murphy Carroll ’18 / 1,629. Madison Carroll ’18 / 1,343. 
Tiffany Beckman ’11 / 1,292.

For 118 years, Fisher College has been transforming the lives of students and  
their families. Your contribution ensures that more of our students will learn to  

think critically, work together, and discover their potential so that by the time they  
walk the stage at graduation, they are ready to take on the world.  

Solidifying the future of Fisher can be simple and satisfying—and make a difference  
in the lives of many students. A planned or deferred gift is one that is  

planned for today and allocated at a future date through a bequest, assignment,  
trust, charitable gift annuity, or restricted endowment. 

We would be honored to have a conversation about how you can make a difference  
through a planned gift. We invite you to contact the Office of Alumni Affairs and Engagement  

at 617-236-8822 or amatarese@fisher.edu or visit fisher.edu/give.

Leave your mark on the future of Fisher.

Are you ready to make a  
difference to Fisher students  

for generations to come?

 FISHER’S 1,000-POINT   
 CLUB BASKETBALL
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Fisher College
118 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02116

3�Master of Business Administration in Strategic  
Leadership, offering tracks in Sport Administration  
and Healthcare Management (Online or on-campus) 

3�Master of Arts in Counseling Psychology, offering 
tracks in Trauma and Addictions Counseling (Hybrid) 

3Master of Arts in Psychology (Online) 

3Master of Science in Criminal Justice (Online) 

3�Graduate Certificate in Addictions Counseling (Online) 

3�Graduate Certificates in Business— 
Organizational Leadership, Financial Management,  
and Healthcare Management (Online) 

We know you have a busy schedule. Between  
career plans, family responsibilities, and your 
social life, your free time is valuable and we want 
you to make the most of it. That’s why Fisher fits 
your busy life, not the other way around. 

Small class sizes, one-on-one attention, extensive 
course offerings, and flexible scheduling allow  
our students to shape their education to best meet 
their needs. We offer convenient 8- or 12-week 
terms, online or on-campus, on your time.

To learn more, visit fisher.edu/academics/graduate.

FISHER GRADUATE PROGRAMS

Advance Your Career  
with a Graduate Degree  
at Fisher College


