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Mission
At KIS, we nurture international mindedness within our multilingual school community
by providing an inquiry-based curriculum focused on the development of the whole
child as a caring, open-minded, lifelong learner.

Vision
We are a diverse community which aspires to:
Learn enthusiastically.
Inquire creatively and critically.
Follow our passions.
-

Objectives
We accomplish our Vision by:
•
Being an IB World School offering an international curriculum.
•
Welcoming and celebrating a multicultural community where each individual is valued and
honoured.
•

Using English as the principal language of instruction while other languages are taught and
promoted.

•

Providing excellent English language support for every student in order to participate fully in
all aspects of school life.

•

Recruiting, training and retaining well-qualified faculty and staff who are dedicated, caring,
and experienced professionals helping each student achieve their potential.

•

Providing essential Information and Communication Technology (ICT) skills suitable for the
learning process at each grade level.

•

Being self-sustainable, fiscally honest, transparent, responsible and accountable to each KIS
stakeholder.

•

Ensuring we provide learning experiences that encourage our students to exemplify the
Learner Profile.

What is the International Baccalaureate?
It is a non-profit educational and non-governmental (NGO) organization that was established in 1968
in Geneva, Switzerland. The IBO offers four programmes of international education for students aged
3 – 19 years:
The Primary Years Programme (PYP) for 3–11 year olds.
The Middle Years Programme (MYP) for 12–15 year olds.
The Diploma Programme (DP) for 16–19 year olds.
The Career-related Programme (CP), also for 16–19 year olds.

What are these “Learner Profiles” that produce
internationally-minded students?
Inquirer - We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn
independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.
Knowledgeable - We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a
range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.
Thinker - We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on
complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.
Communicator - We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in
many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals
and groups.
Principled - We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with
respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and
their consequences.

Open-minded - We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values
and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow
from the experience.
Caring - We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act
to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.
Risk-taker - We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently
and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in
the face of challenges and change.
Balanced - We understand the importance of balance in different aspects of our lives – intellectual,
physical and emotional – to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our
interdependence with other people and with the world in which we live.
Reflective - We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to
understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal
development.

International Mindedness at KIS
In our KIS community, we strive towards international mindedness. We exhibit international
mindedness by understanding, appreciating and accepting the world around us. We inquire into and
are knowledgeable about different cultures. We are open-minded to different beliefs and values. We
are caring and principled. We want to know what needs to be done to make our world a better place
for every living thing, while reflecting on and communicating the needs of others. We are balanced in
our respect and celebration of the differences that make up our world. We willingly take risks when
action or leadership is needed in our global community.

What is learning at KIS?
KIS is an authorized Primary Years Programme (PYP) school, authorized in April, 2011. KIS is
committed to structured inquiry as the vehicle for learning. Six transdisciplinary themes provide the
framework for the exploration and construction of knowledge. Teachers and students are guided by
these transdisciplinary themes — as they design Units of Inquiry for exploration and study.
Through this process, students develop an understanding of important concepts, acquire

essential skills and knowledge, develop particular attitudes and learn to take socially responsible
action.
We believe in the holistic development of children, tapping their potential curiosity and innate
talents to bring out well balanced confident individuals, and lifelong independent learners.
We strive to develop global citizens who respect cultures, who open-mindedly nurture the diversity
found around them, and who endeavour to lead by example.
We develop attitudes that make our learners caring and empathetic towards those less privileged
and enable them to realise that they have the power to make a change.
We respect each child’s individuality and uniqueness and are committed to enrich and widen their
horizons.

What does “transdisciplinary” mean?
The word ‘transdisciplinary’ refers to connections that
transcend individual disciplines. Transdisciplinary study
involves the links or interconnections across disciplines. It
is a reflection of the reality in which we live. A
transdisciplinary concept may reach across disciplines such
as Mathematics, Science, English and Social Studies, and
link them all together; by definition, such a concept is not
confined to one subject. For example, the concept of
‘change’ may feature in Mathematics, Science, English, and
Geography. The Primary Years Programme reflects a
transdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning, thus
promoting understanding of the real world.

Knowledge
What do we want students to know about?
This is the significant, relevant content that we wish the students to explore and know about, taking into
consideration their prior experience and understanding. Knowledge is both transdisciplinary and disciplinary,
represented by traditional subject areas. Six transdisciplinary units of inquiry Languages Social Studies
Mathematics Science and technology Arts Personal, social and health education Physical Education

Six Transdisciplinary Themes:
Who We Are

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental,
social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends,
communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.

Where We Are in Place
and Time

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and
journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the
relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations,
from local and global perspectives.

How We Express
Ourselves

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature,
culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our
creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.

How We Organize
Ourselves

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities;
the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic
activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.

How the World Works

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural
world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their
understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological
advances on society and on the environment.

Sharing the Planet

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources
with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships
within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict
resolution.

Concepts
These are the eight fundamental concepts expressed as key questions, to propel the process of
inquiry.
Form: What is it like?
Function : How does it work?
Causation : Why is it like it is?
Change: How is it changing?
Connection : How is it connected to other things?
Perspective : What are the points of view?
Responsibility: What is our responsibility?

Approaches to Learning Skills
There are five sets of ATL skills acquired in the process of structured inquiry. These are:
Thinking Communication Social Research Self-Management

Action
The programme encourages the students to reflect, to make informed choices and to take positive
action that will help their peers, and the community. Students demonstrate a deeper sense of
learning, by applying their knowledge to service and positive action.

PYP Exhibition – What is it all about?
The exhibition is a culminating experience which reflects all the major features of the PYP. It offers
the students the opportunity to explore knowledge conceptually, which is significant and relevant,
to reflect on and apply their learning, to choose appropriate courses of action and to display
attitudes.

The PYP student is required to engage in a collaborative, trans disciplinary inquiry process that
involves identifying, investigating and offering solutions to real life issues or problems.
The PYP exhibition has a number of key purposes:
• To provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate independence and responsibility for their
own learning.
• To provide the students with an opportunity to explore multiple perspectives.
• Application and Reflection of learning through the PYP programme.
• To demonstrate how one can take action as a result of his/her learning.
• To unite the teachers, parents and other members of the school community in a collaborative
experience that incorporates the essential elements of the PYP.
• To celebrate the transition from primary to middle school.

Want to find out more?
For more information on the International Baccalaureate Organization, please visit www.ibo.org
Please see

General Regulations: Primary Years Programme
Primary Years Programme

Home-School Communication
Responsibilities
Good communication between the school and parents is absolutely necessary to facilitate the
partnership of parents and teachers working in harmony to achieve the best education for each
child. Therefore, the school has put into place a number of procedures and events to foster this
communication. Parents are encouraged to maintain open lines of communication with their child’s
teachers in order to be well- informed regarding their child's progress.
The language of instruction is English and all school documentation is sent out in this language with
Russian translation. Parents should make sure that they understand all our correspondence. In case
they do not grasp everything in a notice, they should contact the school as soon as possible. We
want to make sure that communication between school and parents is good. Most often we use
email as a medium to contact parents, which is why it is extremely important that parents provide us
with current email addresses.
Written Communication with School
KIS recognizes the need for clear communication channels between parents and the school.
We particularly support the opportunity for parents and teachers to communicate directly via email.
E-mail addresses of teachers will be e-mailed to families separately at the beginning of the school
year.
Please note the following parental guidelines in the use of any e-mail communication with the school:
▪
▪
▪

E-mails can be used to inform the teachers of something that happened at home or ask questions
that require only a brief answer.
If there are issues that require a discussion or a longer explanation, it will be better to arrange an
appointment with the teacher.
The nature of some teacher schedules may result in some emails only being answered the next
day but we will try to answer all emails within 24 hours.

▪

Any urgent issues that need to be dealt with the same day need to be communicated via the

▪

registrars.
Any communication by e-mail between home and school should always be cordial and respectful.

Meetings with Teachers
Good communication between parents and school is essential in providing quality education for all
students. It is highly encouraged that all staff members contact parents and have good
communication with them. The school schedules two Three - way conference sessions, a Student-led
conference and the Back to school evening in August. It is imperative that if a student is having
problems, the teacher consults with the Elementary Leadership team and contacts the parents as
soon as possible for a scheduled meeting.
Procedure for Parental Concerns
KIS recognizes the need for the home and the school to address concerns effectively and provides
them with a procedure for constructive discussion. The steps below are to be followed strictly.
Step One: The parents should confer with the subject or homeroom teacher.
Step Two: The parents have the right to confer with the relevant Programme Coordinator if, after
seeing the teacher, they require further discussion.
Step Three: If, after seeing the relevant Coordinator, the matter is not resolved and the parents
require further discussion, an appointment may be set with the Principal. The parents may
reasonably expect a response within two working days.
Step Four: If the parents feel the issue is not addressed, they may bring the matter to the Head of
the School whose decision is final. Once again an appointment must be made through the school
Registrar. The Head of School will respond within two (2) working days.
Weekly Newsletter
The school newsletter is sent home via email once a week. It is intended to provide a variety of
information about school activities and events. It is important that parents take the time to read
the newsletter, as this is a primary source of communication about the whole school community.
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