CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 20 MISCELLANEQOUS SUBJECTS*

SEC 3. Members of the Legislature, and all public officers and employees, executive, legislative,
and judicial, except such inferior officers and employees as may be by law exempted, shall,
before they enter upon the duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the
following oath or affirmation:

“I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of California
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will bear true faith and allegiance
to the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of
California; that | take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that | will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon
which | am about to enter.

*NOTE: The California Supreme Court has declared that the second paragraph of Section
3 is unconstitutional. [Vogel v. County of Los Angeles (1967) 68 Cal 2d 18,22]

“And I do further swear (or affirm) that I do not advocate, nor am I a member of
any party or organization, political or otherwise, that now advocates the overthrow
of the Government of the United States or of the State of California by force or
violence or other unlawful means; that within the five years immediately preceding
the taking of this oath (or affirmation) | have not been a member of any party or
organization, political or otherwise, that advocated the overthrow of the
Government of the United States or of the State of California by force or violence
or other unlawful means except as follows:

(If no affiliations, write in the words “No Exceptions™)
and that during such time as | hold the office of (name of office)

I will not advocate nor become a member of any party or organization, political or
otherwise, that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United States or
of the State of California by force or violence or other unlawful means.”

GOVERNMENT CODE

1303. Every person who exercises any function of a public office without taking the oath of
office, or without giving the required bond, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
This section does not affect the validity of acts done by a person exercising the functions
of a public office in fact, where other persons than himself are interested in maintaining
the validity of such acts.



1360.

1367.

Unless otherwise provided, following any election or appointment and before any officer
enters on the duties of his or her office, he or she shall take and subscribe the oath or
affirmation set forth in Section 3 of Article XX of the Constitution of California.

No compensation nor reimbursement for expenses incurred shall be paid to any officer by
any public agency unless he has taken and subscribed to the oath or affirmation required
by this chapter.



