
 

 

                                                                            

 
 

 

Autumn 2015 
 

Meeting Dates 2015  
All meetings in MS Library  

At 7 PM 
 

OCTOBER 7 
New location this meeting only.  

Seaman Cafeteria @ 7pm 
ADHD & Executive Functioning 

Deficit; How to help your child 

overcome inattention and 

disorganization. 

Presenter: Dr. Clark Goldstein, Ph.D., 

NYU Child Study Center 

 
NOVEMBER 17 

Navigating the Social Media 

Playground: the importance of 

Digital Citizenship 

 

Presenters: Dr. Donald Gately, 

Todd Benjamin LCSW, & Joanne 

Verdino, LCSW. 
 

December  
No meeting. Happy Holidays 

To all! 

 

January 25 
Jericho SEPTA High School 

Transition Fair 

 

 

 

Co - President’s Corner… 
 
Hello, my name is Jacquie Libertoff, one of SEPTA's Co-
President’s.  I have held the SEPTA positions of Past-President, 
as well as Vice President.  This year, I have been joined by my 
Co-President Maria Bombace. Maria comes from Seaman 
Elementary, as their former PTA Co-President. Maria has been 
very involved at Seaman, which only benefits us more.  
   
It is our job to make sure we have the most up to date 
information. Knowledge is power, and this why we have nightly 
meetings each month for parents that work.  
   
SEPTA is district wide. In visiting Back to School nights, we 
found that parents sometimes didn’t realize that Special 
Education includes other services such as Speech, OT, PT, 
Accommodations, and much more.   
   
Jericho SEPTA, presents top-notch speakers, and anyone is 
invited to our night meetings, which are held in the Middle 
School Library.  
  
The SEPTA board makes sure any fundraising we do throughout 
the year goes directly back to the schools. We provide grants to 
teachers, scholarships to selected students when they graduate. 
However, you must be a member for a scholarship; we give to 
the anti-bullying program, Jamm'n Jayhawks and more. We are 
accessible and we hope you have a wonderful school year. 
  

Thank you, 

Jacquie & Maria 
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What You Need to Know About  
Special Education in Jericho Schools 

By Dr. John Castronova 
 

 

Welcome to the Department of Pupil 

Personnel Services (special education) in Jericho.   

Our students have been participating in a variety of 

exciting educational activities and I would like to 

highlight just a few of them.   

In the elementary classrooms, students are 

benefitting from the use of technology to improve 

math and literacy skills. IPads, SMARTBoards, 

computers and digital overheads are used daily to 

motivate and engage students and to differentiate 

instruction to meet their individual needs.    

Students and teachers are also combining the use of 

apps and SMARTBoards to enhance students’ 

writing skills. There are also iPad apps, like 

ProLoquo2go, that are giving students the ability to 

communicate their thoughts and needs in a more 

effective way. And some of our elementary students 

are practicing authentic daily living skills by taking 

short trips out to the community as well. 

In our middle school, in addition to the use 

of the technology mentioned above, students are 

also accessing the curriculum through online books, 

voice to text and text to voice software.  Students 

are working in small groups and in some cases 

small classes for greater access to the regular 

content curriculum. There are also social pragmatic 

groups like “problem solvers” where students 

develop the skills they need to navigate the 

challenges of daily life in middle school.  

And in our high school, our students are 

working toward the goal of being college and career 

ready, post-secondary persons. Some additional 

technology being utilized in the high school is 

Communication Access Realtime Translation 

(CART) where classroom instruction and discussion 

is typed in real-time for students with a hearing 

impairment.   We have begun to introduce online 

vocational and interest inventories for post- 

secondary planning in our newly opened transition 

library.  Our Skills Development class operates a 

coffee shop (Cool Beans), an online snack delivery 

service and is starting an event catering component.   

Some of our students also have part-time 

jobs with coaches at various sites in and around the 

community.  We also have an integrated service 

learning program called VOLUNTeens where 

students work together to plan activities to raise 

funds for worthy causes. 

The goal of the Department of Pupil 

Personnel Services (PPS) is to provide support to 

students ages 3–21 who may be experiencing 

cognitive, physical, and/or socio-emotional 

difficulties that have a substantial impact on 

learning or some other major life activity. Each of 

the five schools within the district maintains a 

multi-disciplinary team of professionals under the 

supervision of the Director and Curriculum 

Associates for Pupil Personnel Services. These 

teams work collaboratively with faculty, staff, 

administrators, and families to address the 

individual needs of their students to support their 

academic, social and emotional progress. In order to 

meet these goals, the Department of Pupil Personnel 

Services offers the following resources, programs 

and services: 

 

Speech-Language Therapy and Hearing 

Education Services 

The purpose of speech-language therapy and 

hearing services is to provide consultation, 

individual and/or group services to students who 

have a deficit in hearing, communication, language, 

articulation, fluency, and/or voice that adversely 

affects a student's educational performance.  Speech 

therapists collaborate with faculty, staff and  

(Continued on the 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

Families to develop strategies that will increase the 

student’s ability to effectively perform in their 

educational setting.   

 

Occupational and Physical Therapy  

Occupational (OT) and physical (PT) 

therapists provide a functional evaluation of the 

student.  Occupational and Physical therapists assist 

students with fine and gross motor skills so that 

they are better able to access their learning 

environment.  Therapy involves the planning and 

use of a program of purposeful activities to develop 

or maintain adaptive skills, designed to achieve 

maximal physical and mental functioning of the 

student in his or her daily life tasks or may be 

required to assist a child with a disability to benefit 

from special education. Therapists collaborate with 

faculty, staff and families to provide 

accommodations and/or equipment.  

 

School Psychology and Social Work Services 

School Psychologists and Social Workers 

collaborate with families, faculty members and 

outside professionals to help create a supportive, 

healthy, and safe learning environment for all 

students. They provide individual/group counseling 

and support to students who are having difficulty 

with social, emotional, and behavioral development.  

In addition, school psychologists conduct 

comprehensive psycho-educational evaluations for 

students referred to the CPSE, CSE and 504 teams 

while social workers help foster and strengthen the 

home-school connection through community 

outreach programs.   

 

Specially Designed Reading Instruction  

Reading teachers work with special 

education students who require additional support 

with the acquisition of literacy skills and who have 

significant reading difficulties that cannot be met 

through general reading programs. They provide 

individual and group instruction in a variety of areas 

of literacy such as phonemic awareness, word 

recognition, content vocabulary, reading 

comprehension, and interpreting text. 

 

Special Education Programs 

Special education teachers provide support 

to students with disabilities in a variety of settings 

throughout the district along a continuum of 

services: consultant teaching, resource room, co-

teaching, and special classes. Their responsibilities 

include differentiating grade level curriculum, pre-

teaching, re-teaching, and teaching students with 

learning challenges skills and compensatory 

strategies to meet their individual needs.  

 

Contact Information 

For further information about any of the 

activities or services mentioned, please call Jericho 

School District’s Department of Pupil Personnel 

Services at 516-203-3600 ext. 3254. 

 

 

      
 

They’re here: 
 

NAVY TWO TONE DRAWSTRING BACKPACKS 

WITH JERICHO AND JAY HAWK LOGO 

PRINTED ON THEM.    Has a side pocket. 

 

A SEPTA FUNDRAISER. 
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Co-Presidents: 
 Jacqueline Libertoff    jaxlibertoff@yahoo.com  
 Maria Bombace     lbombjr@aol.com 
Vice President: 
 Lisa Albert      lisamarc28@aol.com 
Treasurer: 
 Lisa Guidice     lavarderalaw@aol.com 
Recording Secretary/Editor 
 Sue Heilig      jerichomom2@aol.com    
Corresponding Secretary 
 Tania Schwarzwald                                    tschwarzwald@gmail.com 
Membership: 
 Julie Rosbash     jrosbash1@optonline.net 
 Ali Lorber      alilorber@gmail.com  

 
School Contacts/Building PTA Liasons 
Jackson Elementary:   Grace Munayriji   gracemunayirji@yahoo.com 
Cantiague Elementary:   Evan Elkowitz             evanelkowitz@hotmail.com 
Seaman Elementary:   Lisa Albert   lisamarc28@aol.com 
Middle School:   Margaret Fraser-Aaron        margaretmark13@yahoo.com 
Jericho High School:   Lisa Albert      lisamarc28@aol.com 
Council Rep:   Margaret Fraser-Aaron margaretmark13@yahoo.com 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
SEPTA is a district wide PTA and is open to everyone. It is comprised of parents, teachers and administrators, 

who support a greater awareness of special education. Special Education includes Learning Center, OT, PT, 

Speech Services, Assistive Technology, Accommodations and specialized instruction. SEPTA benefits all 

Jericho District families by providing the most current information on a variety of topics that arise from the 

preschool years through high school. SEPTA also provides Scholarships, Grants, and special programs, and 

supports many school district programs and activities through your membership dollars and donations.  

 

WHO WE ARE 

 
Meet the Jericho SEPTA 

Executive Board 

mailto:lisamarc28@aol.com
mailto:kgantman@optonline.net
mailto:margaretmark13@yahoo.com
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           Jericho SEPTA takes pride in the Grant Initiative Project, which supports special programs 

within the school district that SEPTA believes deserve funding, these must meet strict criteria, and 

which may not be able to be funded under the school district Budget. 

 The emphasis of this year’s SEPTA Grant Initiative is to fund technology projects or programs 

that inspire, enhance or enrich the standard of education for students with disabilities within the Jericho 

School District. The SEPTA Grant Initiative encourages programs that bring 21st century learning 

experiences to Jericho’s students. SEPTA looked for creative ideas that either Utilized Universal 

Design in Learning (UDL); Augmented Social/Emotional; Developmental and Learning (SEDL); 

Integrated Technology in the Classroom; or Promoted equal access for students with disabilities. 

 Applications will be going on out shortly to the staff!  Please watch your boxes!          
October 7 

ADHD & Executive Functioning Deficient: How to overcome inattention & disorganization 
NEW LOCATION: SEAMAN ELEMENTARY AUDITORIUM @ 7pm 

 

SEPTA  MEMBERSHIP IS ONGOING! 
Membership letters for the 2015- 2016 have gone out via your child’s backpacks in the 

elementary levels and through the mail for Middle School and High School.  Your dues and 

donations provide Scholarships, Grants and special programs, as well as supporting many 

district programs and activities. 

 

If your child gets extra help in class, or through a learning center or resource room for any 

reason, they are part of us.  We are not limited to children with special needs.  We proudly serve 

the educational needs of all our children who need some help.  

 

 If you need a membership form please see our SEPTA website through the Jericho School 

District home page, or email an officer or your liaisons to get a copy.  They will also be 

available at our SEPTA meetings for you to take and fill out.  We request that you have a check 

made out to JERICHO SEPTA for your dues.  It is $12.00 per member.   

 

To receive a SEPTA College Scholarship, at least one individual in each graduating seniors’ 

family must be a SEPTA member in the Jericho District by January 31, 2016.  

    http://jerichoschools.org/resources/parents/septa for form.  

SEPTA Will Again Offer Grants to Jericho Staff 

http://jerichoschools.org/resources/parents/septa
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Save The Date! 
 

For 

SEPTA’S MOVIE NIGHT 
 

Friday, May 20, 2016 

Cantiague Elementary School 
 

A FAMILY NIGHT NOT TO BE MISSED!!! 

OUT DOORS UNDER THE STARS. 

 
 

SEPTA STAR 
 

 Welcome back to school!  This is my first issue of the SEPTA STAR, your Jericho e-

newsletter, as your Editor.  I will print interesting facts, events that will help our district 

children and their families learn and grow together! 

 

If you find something that would be of interest, please email me the link or information to 

jerichomom2@aol.com, on the Subject line, put SEPTA.  

 

I will have the SEPTA Executive Board review it, and I will post it, if approved.  

 

So with this, I will end here.        

Together we will learn and grow! 

Sue Heilig,  

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

mailto:jerichomom2@aol.com
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Faculty Spotlight … with Ivy Sherman       

 
 

CO-TEACHING CLASSES: 

 

The number of co-teaching classes is increasing at the elementary level throughout the 

Jericho School District. We see this as a tremendous advantage for all of our students. Co-

teaching classes are general education classes, which include students with special needs, who 

benefit from the support of a general education and special education teacher. Creating an 

inclusive environment teaches all our students tolerance, kindness, and empathy. 

 

Importantly, the special education teachers bring a certain expertise to a grade level that 

benefits all students.  When our classroom teachers meet to plan together, having that additional 

specialist who can assist all teachers with a student who may not be a typical learner benefits 

everyone. Often the special educator serves as an instructional specialist; diagnosing and 

prescribing instructional strategies and resources that meet the learning needs of all students. 

 

Co-teaching classes are heterogeneous, which means, class make-up ranges from those 

who might struggle to students who are academically advanced. Flexible grouping allows all 

students to learn with and from each other in a co-teaching setting. We are extremely lucky to 

have a co-teaching program available at all our elementary schools in the district. This is not the 

case in most school districts on Long Island. Co-taught classes are often limited to one school in 

a district and students have to be bussed to a different school rather than attending their home 

school. In our district, the need is driven by the number of classified special education students 

who require a co-teaching program.  A co-taught class is not necessarily the right environment 

for every student in special education, but it is a wonderful option to consider and a benefit for 

general education students as well. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=mark+your+calendar+clip+art&id=82BF188C9AD1AA5D44D99A70556FEEC81BD28E79&selectedIndex=6&ccid=lpl3QwMK&simid=608000437354956202&thid=OIP.M96997743030a1f662879cb005fb7bb8co0
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Picture from the SEPTA Garden by the High School Cafeteria courtyard 

 

Check Out Parenting Special Needs Magazine 
 

 
 

Read the magazine by visiting http://magazine.parentingspecialneeds.org 

 

Jericho SEPTA Post - Secondary Transition Fair 
January 25, 2016 

Middle School / High School 
Additional details will be coming shortly. 

 

http://magazine.parentingspecialneeds.org/
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Next SEPTA Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 7 

7 PM 

New location this meeting only. 

Seaman Elementary Auditorium. 

 

Topic: ADHD & Executive Functioning Deficit; How to help your child 

overcome inattention and disorganization. 

 

Join SEPTA and Presenter Clark Goldstein, Ph.D., NYU Child Study Center 

And his informative discussion. 




FREE EVENT – DYSLEXIA: MAKING IT PERSONAL, 

PLAINVIEW, NY 

 

Dyslexia: Making it Personal 

An Interactive Simulation 

 

DATE: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2015 

 

                                TIME: 7 TO 9 P.M. 

LOCATION:  Plainview Mid-Island Y/JCC 

           45 Manetto Hill Road 

Plainview, NY  

 

Free event open to teachers, administrators, and parents 

Space is limited at this free event, 

So register now at www.learningally.org/Plainview 

 

Questions? Contact Cindy@PTScoaching.com 

http://www.learningally.org/Plainview

