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TEST IMONIALS
“I am from Braz i l  and moved to Utah three years ago wi th my husband and three k ids .  We moved to the 
U.S .  to learn Engl i sh .  Shor t ly af ter arr iv ing ,  we enrol led our four-year old boy in Head Star t .  The teachers 
d id an amaz ing job teaching h im Engl i sh ,  help ing h im go through th i s tough t ime in h i s l i fe ,  and most of 
al l ,  lov ing h im. Because I  was volunteer ing in class ,  I  was learn ing too ,  and I  learned A LOT. I  learned that 
the Head Star t Program is not jus t  about ch i ldren ,  i t ' s  about FAMIL IES .  They helped me to be more conf i-
dent in mysel f  and to recognize my potent ial as a parent ,  as a woman, and as a c i t i zen who can move 
forward . We f ight pover ty ,  and Davis Head Star t has helped us to f ight in ternal pover ty ,  to overcome our 
devi l s and s t ruggles and to s tand up for our k ids and ourselves .  I  am pass ionate about th i s amaz ing pro-
gram that has helped me to prov ide a br i l l iant fu ture for my k ids . ”� ~ Fernanda Almeida

“Work ing for Davis Head Star t i s  one of the most rewarding exper iences of my l i fe .  
The amount of support Davis Head Star t prov ides al lows for al l  people involved to 
feel l i ke fami ly .  Be ing a part of the Head Star t Fami ly ,  you are able to grow and 
help others grow. Work ing wi th teachers and help ing them become a part of the 
fami ly .  Watch ing our s taf f  reach goals they never thought they would achieve i s 
one of the most rewarding th ings ,  next to get t ing to watch fami l ies do the exact 
same th ing .  The fami l ies we serve are the backbone of Davis Head Star t .  They help 
dr ive us to come to work everyday and provide the bes t poss ible support we can 
for them and each other. ”  ~ Kat ie Askew

“As a principal of a school with a Head Start classroom, I have seen the impact it has on children and their families. When Maya 
started in Headstart, she couldn’t identify a single letter, hold a pair of scissors, or stay with a task for more than a few seconds. 
Her mom, a high school dropout who later got her GED, told me that she didn’t want her daughter to have the same school 
experience she had. Despite her own struggles, even into adulthood, Maya’s mom recognized that the key to her daughter’s success 
meant getting her a solid educational foundation. She said, “I need help to get her where she needs to be, so she doesn’t have to 
go through what I went through.” By the end of the year, Maya knew all her letters, 20 of her letter sounds, how to count to 30, 
and how to write her name. Beyond academics, Maya had developed an increased ability to stay on task, greater fine and gross 
motor control, and an understanding of common classroom routines and practices. Headstart prepared Maya far beyond 
anything her mom was capable of by herself. Maya wasn’t just excited for school — she was ready.” ~ Ryan Van Natter


