SIR WILLIAM PERKINS'S SCHOOL

SCHOLARSHIPS &
BURSARIES

SCHOLARSHIPS & BURSARIES
Sir William Perkins's School offers two forms
of financial assistance:
Scholarships, which are offered in recognition of achievement and potential,
and which may be worth up to 50% reduction in tuition fees for academic
awards, and up to 25% for other awards
Perkins Foundation Bursaries, which are means-tested and may be worth up
to 100% of tuition fees.
Both types of support may be applied for at the main entry points to the school,
namely in Year 7 and the Lower Sixth Form.
Students may apply for both a bursary and a scholarship.

SCHOLARSHIPS
SWPS offers five forms of scholarship - Academic, Art,
Drama, Music and Sport - for both Year 7 and Sixth Form
entrants.
Information regarding Art, Drama, Music and Sport scholarship assessments (held
at the end of January) is included in every candidate’s information pack sent out
prior to the entrance examination.
Academic scholarships may be worth up to 50% of academic tuition fees, and up
to 25% for other scholarships, and are awarded at the Governors’ discretion.
Awards are held throughout the student’s school career, but may be reviewed at
any time in the light of their performance in the school, and can be temporarily or
permanently removed if necessary. Scholars will be expected to apply themselves
fully, making a positive contribution to school life.
Candidates for Art, Drama, Music and Sport will be subject to the standard
academic requirements for gaining a place in the school.

The information in this leaflet should
be read in conjunction with the
School’s Admissions and Bursary
Policies, which are available on the
School website: www.swps.org.uk

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
YEAR 7 ACADEMIC
SCHOLARSHIPS

HOW ARE ACADEMIC
SCHOLARS NURTURED?

You do not have to apply for these. The
Head will invite the candidates who
have performed exceptionally well in
the entrance examination to attend an
interview with him and the Academic
Deputy, to be considered for an
Academic scholarship. These may be
worth up to 50% of the tuition fees.

First and foremost, Academic Scholars
are provided with ‘stretch and
challenge’ as part of their academic
lessons, in which the teaching staff
monitor and track their progress,
ensuring that they fulfil their
undoubted potential. Academic
Scholars are also encouraged to take a
full part in the academic enrichment
opportunities from the moment they
join SWPS. Whether their interests lie
in the sciences and maths, the arts and
humanities, or languages (both ancient
and modern), Academic Scholars have a
range of co-curricular activities to
extend themselves beyond the
classroom. In addition, the Academic
Scholars Society meets weekly in order
to provide an additional forum to
debate, discuss and engage with a
variety of topics.

SIXTH FORM ACADEMIC
SCHOLARSHIPS
These may be applied for when a
student is in Year 11 of Sir William
Perkins’s School or other schools
(accompanied by a general registration
form to join SWPS). A date will be set in
the Autumn Term, usually at the
beginning of November, for an
examination, which will consist of up
to three papers. Based on performance
in these papers, academic scholarships
of up to 50% may be offered by the
Head.
They may also be offered at the Head’s
discretion based on previous academic
performance.

HONORARY ACADEMIC
SCHOLARSHIPS
You do not have to apply for these, as
they will be awarded to Year 7 & Sixth
Form students at the Head’s discretion
based on academic performance.

The seminars are open to any SWPS
student, but we would hope that an
Academic Scholar would be keen to
attend some, if not all of the sessions.
The sessions are led by the Head and
will introduce students to new ideas in
philosophy and science, great texts
from the western canon, as well as
wider historical and political trends
and theories.

PREVIOUS TOPICS HAVE INCLUDED:
What is Hate Speech?
Moby Dick: the greatest American
novel?
Who was John Milton?
Introduction to Anthropology
How to make an Egyptian Mummy
Abandon Hope - the Divine Comedy
Karl Popper’s Brilliant Idea
Can we have values without
religion?
King David and Solomon - did they
exist?
All you need to know about Obelisks
The culture of capitalism
Francesca and Paulo -Dante, Virgil
and St Augustine and influence of
an author
The fall of social democracy and
rise of neo-liberalism
What is a life worth?
The seminars are intellectually
demanding but, we hope, both
fascinating and exciting; they are based
on what university courses are like and
so will give a flavour of what to expect.
Indeed it is the expectation that a
scholar will come away from one of
these sessions more inspired to read
and think more deeply.

As the Academic Scholars progress
throughout the school there are
opportunities to specialise and extend
themselves still further. Whether it is
debating with students from other
schools, participating in whole animal
dissection as part of the Medics,
Dentists and Vets Society or arguing
the finer points of recent legislation as
part of the Law Society, Academic
Scholars are given the opportunity to
excel.

ARE THEY REVIEWED?
Yes, annually. A Scholar’s progress and
performance will be monitored. If, in
the opinion of academic staff, the level
of effort and achievement does not
reflect the Scholar’s potential, a
programme of support will be put in
place after discussion with the student
and their parents. Ultimately, it is
possible that an award may be
temporarily or permanently suspended.

ART & DESIGN SCHOLARSHIPS
WHAT ARE ART & DESIGN
SCHOLARSHIPS?
They are awarded to students entering
Year 7 or Sixth Form who, as well as
meeting our standard entry
requirements, demonstrate
achievement and potential in Art &
Design. They are primarily an honour,
but also carry a deduction of up to 25%
of tuition fees.

HOW DOES A STUDENT
APPLY FOR AN ART &
DESIGN SCHOLARSHIP?
Scholarship application forms are
available from the Admissions
Department. The closing date for
applications for both Year 7 and the
Sixth Form are shown on the relevant
application form.

HOW ARE ART
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED?

The drawing/painting must be on A3
paper, but candidates can choose the
medium (e.g. pencil, chalk pastel, paint,
ink pen etc.) On the day of the exam, a
range of standard art materials will be
available in the art room.
Candidates will be asked to bring a
portfolio of their artwork on the day of
the art assessment.
This folder should contain up to six
pieces (or six sheets of mounted
pieces) of their artwork (e.g. paintings,
drawings, photographs of 3D work
etc.); maximum size: A1. Additional 3D
pieces can be photographed and
submitted. Each candidate will have a
short discussion about their work with
the Head of Art & Design.
If you would like to find out more
about the range of materials and/or
still-life objects we have available,
please email Ian Russell, Head of Art &
Design at irussell@swps.org.uk

YEAR 7 ART SCHOLARSHIPS
Once a candidate has been offered an
academic place here, they will be
invited to return to attend an
examination, during which they will be
required to complete a simple drawing
or painting, using objects of their own
choice, in an assessment lasting just
over one hour.

WEIGHTING OF THE ASSESSMENT

ARTWORK FOLDER

20%

EXAM PIECE

80%

SIXTH FORM ART SCHOLARSHIPS
Sixth Form Scholarship candidates
will be required to complete a simple
still-life drawing or painting, using
objects of their own choice, in an
exam lasting two hours. The objects
should be brought into school by the
candidate, or chosen and reserved in
advance from the range of still-life
objects we have in the Art
Department.
The drawing/painting must be on A3
paper but candidates can choose the
medium (e.g. pencil, chalk pastel, oil
pastel, paint, ink pen, etc.). A range of
standard art materials will be available
in the art room, but candidates are
welcome to bring their own if they
prefer.
On the day of the exam, candidates
must also submit a sketchbook and a
folder of no more than five pieces of
their artwork (e.g. paintings, drawings,
mounted photographs, etc.); maximum
size: A1.
If you would like to find out more
about the range of materials and/or
still-life objects we have available,
please email Ian Russell, Head of Art &
Design at irussell@swps.org.uk
For both Year 7 and Sixth Form
scholarships, candidates’ work will be
judged by the Art & Design Department
staff.

External candidates will be able to
take their folders away with them at
the end of the exam.

WEIGHTING OF THE ASSESSMENT

ARTWORK FOLDER

75%

EXAM PIECE

25%

WHAT STANDARD IS
REQUIRED TO WIN AN ART
& DESIGN SCHOLARSHIP?
Standards are high and it is very
competitive.

YEAR 7 ART SCHOLARSHIPS
A typical Year 7 Scholar is likely to have
shown a passion for art from an early
age.

SIXTH FORM ART
SCHOLARSHIPS
A typical Sixth Form Scholar is likely to
have been predicted A* at GCSE and
have chosen to spend a great deal of
their time engaged in Art & Design
practice. The best way to get a sense of
the standard required is to visit our Art
& Design Department, take a look at
the work we have on display, and talk
to the Head of Art & Design.

WHAT CAN ART SCHOLARS
EXPECT FROM SWPS?
The Head of Art & Design, Mr Ian
Russell, will meet with each Art Scholar
annually to review progress.
The Art & Design Department will seek
to support and develop the artistic
ability and engagement of all its
scholars, involve them in the artistic
life of the school, and help them to
achieve their full potential.

HOW ARE ACADEMIC
SCHOLARS NURTURED?
ART SCHOLARS ARE EXPECTED TO:
continue with their love of Art,
pursuing their areas of interest and
making progress
take Art as a GCSE option for the
scholarship to continue into Years
10 & 11
take Art as one of their options in
the Lower Sixth (Year 12) for the
scholarship to continue into the
Lower Sixth
take Art as one of their options in
the Senior Sixth (Year 13) for the
scholarship to continue into the
Senior Sixth
be an ambassador for the Art
Department and rise to the
associated responsibilities.

IS THE SCHOLARSHIP
REVIEWED?
Yes, annually. Scholarships are for the
duration of the student’s school career
so long as the Scholar has made good
progress in their approach and skills in
Art & Design and continued to have a
serious interest in the subject and so
long as they continues with Art as one
of their subject choices and plays a full
part in contributing to the Art within
the School.

DOES AN ART & DESIGN
SCHOLAR NEED TO TAKE
GCSE AND/OR A LEVEL ART
& DESIGN?
In the case of Year 7 candidates, we
would expect them to have serious
intentions of studying Art & Design at
GCSE level, but we appreciate that
their final decision on this will not be
made until they are part way through
Year 9, therefore the scholarship
provision will be reviewed at this stage.
If the student opts to continue with Art
as a GCSE option, the Award will
remain on offer until the end of Year 11.
If the student does not take the Art
GCSE option then the Award will cease
at the end of Year 9.
In the Sixth Form we would expect an
Art & Design Scholar to study the
subject at A level.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES
If you have any other queries, please
feel free to contact Ian Russell, Head of
Art & Design at irussell@swps.org.uk

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS
WHAT ARE MUSIC
SCHOLARSHIPS?
They are awarded to students entering
Year 7 or Sixth Form in recognition of
musical achievement and potential.
They are an honour, but also carry a
deduction of up to 25% of school fees.

HOW DOES A STUDENT
APPLY FOR A MUSIC
SCHOLARSHIP?
Scholarship application forms are
available from the Admissions
Department. The closing date for
applications for both Year 7 and the
Sixth Form are shown on the relevant
application form.

HOW ARE MUSIC
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED?
Once a candidate has been offered an
academic place here, their application
will be reviewed by the Director of
Music, and if appropriate they will be
invited to attend an audition.
Candidates attend an audition and the
panel then advises the Head who makes
the final awards after discussion with
the Director of Music.

WHAT STANDARD IS
REQUIRED FOR A
SCHOLARSHIP?

We would expect students to be
performing at approximately a Grade 5
standard or above. Students who can
offer a rare instrument are very much
encouraged to apply.

YEAR 7 MUSIC
SCHOLARSHIPS

A form must be completed and
returned to the Admissions
Department by the specified date.
Once a student has been offered an
academic place here her application
will be reviewed by the Director of
Music, and they may be invited to
attend an audition

SIXTH FORM MUSIC
SCHOLARSHIPS
These may be applied for when a
student is in Year 11 of Sir William
Perkins’s School or other schools
(accompanied by a general registration
form to join SWPS). A date will be set in
the Autumn Term, usually at the
beginning of November, for an
examination.

WHAT DO I NEED TO
PREPARE FOR THE
SCHOLARSHIP AUDITION?
Year 7: Candidates should perform two
contrasting pieces of their choice,
totalling approximately 5 minutes. An
accompanist and rehearsal time will be
available on the day. A photocopy of
the music should be made available to
the school in advance as soon as their
invitation has been received.
Candidates will be asked to take a
sight-reading test on their main
instrument and respond to some aural
tests. This will be followed by a short
interview.
Sixth Form: Candidates should perform
two contrasting pieces of their choice
totalling approximately 6 minutes. An
accompanist and rehearsal time will be
available on the day. A photocopy of
the music should be made available to
the school in advance as soon as their
invitation has been received.
Candidates will be asked to take a
sight-reading test on their main
instrument and respond to some aural
tests. This will be followed by a short
interview. Students should be
performing at approximately a Grade 7
standard. Applications are strongly
encouraged from those who can offer a
rare instrument.

WILL I NEED TO BRING MY
OWN ACCOMPANIST?
No. This, along with some rehearsal
time, will be provided on the day.

WHAT CAN MUSIC
SCHOLARS EXPECT FROM
SWPS?
The Music Department will seek to
support and nurture Music Scholars’
musical talent and interests, involve
them in the musical life of the school
and help them to achieve their
potential.
Scholars will perform regularly in
concerts and be ambassadors for the
subject across the school

WHAT DOES SWPS EXPECT
FROM MUSIC SCHOLARS?

IS THE SCHOLARSHIP
REVIEWED?

Scholars play a full part in the musical
life of the school. As part of the duties
of holding a music scholarship, Music
Scholars are expected to make a
significant contribution to the
activities and performance of the
Music Department.

Yes, annually. The aim is for
scholarships to last for the duration of
the student’s school career. To ensure
this, Scholars need to demonstrate to
the Music Department that they are
making excellent progress in their
performance skills, and playing an
active and enthusiastic role
contributing to the organisation and
delivery of our busy Music schedule
here in school.

MUSIC SCHOLARS ARE EXPECTED TO:
continue learning and making
progress on their principal
instruments
take part in a range of musical
groups, as negotiated with the
Department
be available to perform in concerts
on a regular basis
be an ambassador for the Music
Department
attend an annual meeting with the
Director of Music to review
progress.

DOES A MUSIC SCHOLAR
NEED TO TAKE
INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS IN
SCHOOL?
No, but they are expected to continue
to have lessons externally and practise
regularly for the duration of their
school career.

DOES A MUSIC SCHOLAR
NEED TO TAKE GCSE & A
LEVEL MUSIC?
No, but in practice most do as the
demands of the scholarship can be
offset by the practical coursework
component of the Music examinations.
A Music Scholar not taking academic
Music will need to plan their time very
carefully.

WHAT DO MUSIC SCHOLARS
DO AFTER LEAVING
SCHOOL?
Many Music Scholars have gone on to
study Music at University or Music
College; others have embarked on a
variety of different degree courses, but
music still plays an important part in
their lives.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES
Please feel free to contact the Director
of Music, Sophie Robertshaw on
01932 574 900 or email:
srobertshaw@swps.org.uk

DRAMA SCHOLARSHIPS
WHAT ARE DRAMA
SCHOLARSHIPS?

HOW ARE DRAMA
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED?

This is a scholarship awarded to
students entering Year 7 and the Sixth
Form in recognition of dramatic
achievement and potential.
Scholarships are awarded primarily as
an honour, but can also carry a
reduction of up 25% of school tuition
fees.

Once a candidate has been offered an
academic place here, their application
will be reviewed by the Head of Drama,
and candidates will be invited to attend
an audition. Having attended this, the
panel will advise the Head who makes
the final awards after discussion with
the Head of Drama.

HOW DOES A STUDENT
APPLY FOR A DRAMA
SCHOLARSHIP?

Competition is likely to be high, but an
award will be made to a candidate who
shows considerable talent and
potential during the audition.

Scholarship application forms are
available from the Admissions
Department. The closing date for
applications for both Year 7 and
the Sixth Form are shown on the
relevant application form.

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO TO
PREPARE FOR A
SCHOLARSHIP?
Nothing! During the audition the
candidates will participate in a
workshop lasting approximately 1 hour
and 30 minutes, during which they will
work alongside a small group of
candidates. After the workshop they
will have the opportunity to have a
brief chat with a member of the Drama
Department.

WHAT CAN DRAMA
SCHOLARS EXPECT FROM
SWPS?
The Drama Department will seek to
support and nurture the talent of
Drama Scholars, involving them in the
life of the department, offering
numerous opportunities to participate
in various productions and to achieve
their potential.

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF A
DRAMA SCHOLAR?
Scholars will be expected to play a full
part in the life of the Drama
Department; as part of the duties of
holding a scholarship, they will be
expected to make a significant
contribution to productions, on stage
or in another capacity: front of
house/stage management/light and
sound etc. They will be expected to set
an example to other students by
attending rehearsals promptly and
showing commitment and dedication to
the task in hand.
The Drama Department is an exciting
and dynamic part of the school,
benefitting from the recent relocation
into a brand new, purpose-built
performance space, complete with
state of the art lighting and sound
technology, which rival that found in
West End theatres! Opportunities for
Drama Scholars will include the Junior
and Senior productions that take place
throughout the year.

Recent performances have included
‘Mary Poppins’ and ‘Annie’, which
involved a large number of our
students contributing in some way.
From the moment productions are first
planned, scholars will be involved
throughout the process, demonstrating
commitment to their role and honing
their leadership and organisational
skills.
Their contribution and participation is
expected to instil a sense of
responsibility, in themselves and their
peers.
A much-loved tradition within the
school is the annual Junior Drama
competition, when the sixth form
write, direct and produce plays for
younger members of the school in an
inter-house competition. Passions run
high during this event, which is always
great fun and a highlight of the school
calendar. Perkonians remember this
fondly for the rest of their days and
often come back to judge the event.
Our ‘Production in a Weekend’ is a
battle against time; students rehearse,
design and build sets, collect props and
costumes and generally produce a
wonderful performance within the
constraints of only a few days; this is a
fund-raising event for charity.

DOES THE SCHOLAR NEED
TO TAKE DRAMA AT GCSE
OR A LEVEL?

In the case of Year 7 candidates, we
would expect them to have serious
intentions of studying Drama at GCSE
level, but we appreciate that their final
decision on this will not be made until
they are part way through Year 9,
therefore the scholarship provision will
be reviewed at this stage. If the
student opts to continue with Drama as
a GCSE option, the Award will remain
on offer until the end of Year 11. If the
student does not take the Drama GCSE
option then the Award will cease at the
end of Year 9.
In the Sixth Form we would expect a
Drama Scholar to study the subject at
A level.

IS THE SCHOLARSHIP
REVIEWED?
Yes, annually. The aim is for the
scholarship to last for the duration of a
student’s school career. To ensure this,
scholars need to demonstrate to the
Drama Department that they are
making excellent progress in their
skills, and being proactive and
enthusiastic in their contribution.

SPORT SCHOLARSHIPS
WHAT ARE SPORT
SCHOLARSHIPS?
This is a scholarship awarded to
students entering Year 7 and the Sixth
Form in recognition of sporting
achievement and potential.
Scholarships are awarded primarily as
an honour, but can also carry a
reduction of up 25% of school tuition
fees.

WHAT STANDARD IS
REQUIRED FOR A
SCHOLARSHIP?
Standards are high and are very
competitive. Sporting excellence will
be viewed to be at least the equivalent
of “County” standard. Priority is given
to the major sports of hockey and
netball, however all sports will be
considered.

HOW DOES A STUDENT
APPLY FOR A SPORT
SCHOLARSHIP?

WHAT CAN SPORTS
SCHOLARS EXPECT FROM
SWPS?

Scholarship application forms are
available from the Admissions
Department. The closing date for
application is shown on the relevant
application form.

Sport Scholars will have their talents
nurtured by our PE Department and
will be expected to be ambassadors and
major contributors to SWPS Sport. It is
expected that Scholars will
demonstrate a commitment to sports
teams and be a leading performer in
their year group.

HOW ARE SPORT
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED?
Once a candidate has been offered an
academic place here, their application
will be reviewed by the Director of
Sport, and if appropriate they will be
invited to attend a practical
assessment at SWPS. A decision will be
made on all candidates by a panel, and
the final scholarship awards will be
made by the Head in discussion with
the Director of Sport.

WHAT DOES SWPS EXPECT
FROM A SPORT SCHOLAR?
Sport Scholars will be expected to
perform at a high level, make a
significant contribution to the sporting
life of the school but in particular in
their scholarship sport where
applicable. They will be expected to
attend training, to represent the
school, and to act as a role model to
others in the school.

IS THE SCHOLARSHIP
REVIEWED?

Yes, annually. The aim is for
scholarships to last for the duration of
the student’s school career. To ensure
this, Scholars need to demonstrate to
the PE Department that they are
making progress, are a team player,
and are fully involved in the sporting
life of the School. They must also
demonstrate commitment to elevating
their performance level

DOES A SPORT SCHOLAR
NEED TO TAKE A LEVEL?

Although it is encouraged, it is not
necessary for a Sport Scholar to take
GCSE or A level PE.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES
Any queries should be addressed to Ms
Catherine Holmes, Director of Sport,
who can be emailed on
cholmes@swps.org.uk

BURSARIES
The Governors of Sir William
Perkins’s School are committed to
broadening access to the School by
offering to eligible parents/
guardians means-tested financial
assistance with the payment of school
fees. Such support is known as a
Bursary and these may be awarded in
the form of a discount of up to 100%
on tuition fees payable, depending on
the financial, compassionate, or other
pertinent circumstances of applicants.
Bursary awards are subject to an
annual review and may be varied
upwards or downwards, depending on
any changes to parental circumstances.
REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
USUALLY FALL INTO TWO
CATEGORIES:
Perkins Foundation Bursaries: Year
7 and Sixth Form applicants to the
School.
Hardship Bursaries: Existing pupils
where a change in parents’/
guardians’ circumstances has
resulted in difficulty in meeting
tuition fees and may results in the
pupil being withdrawn part way
through a critical stage of
education.
The process for requesting and
applying for this support is set out in
the School’s Bursary Policy, which is
available on request and is also on the
School website: www.swps.org.uk

Year 7 applicants wishing to apply for
assistance must request and return
the relevant forms to the Bursary
Department by the date shown in the
Entrance Examination Information
pack sent out early in the November
preceding the January Entrance
Examination.
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