
  

 

Handwriting  

A Parent’s Guide 
 

This leaflet is to explain why and how we teach handwriting at Colnbrook C of E Primary School. It also includes 

ideas on ways in which you can help to develop your child’s handwriting.   

Our aim is that pupils will be supported to develop a cursive handwriting style which is clear, joined and fluid. 

Inevitably some will be neater than others, but each child can acquire a consistent and fluent style. Cursive style 

letters start from the line and are taught in families.  

It is important that children hold their pencil correctly and ensure their posture is correct.  

  

Pencil hold  

● Pencil held between finger and thumb  

● Middle finger provides extra support  

  

Posture  

● Feet flat on the floor  

●  Head up, not resting on the desk or hand  

● Paper at the correct angle  

● Spare hand steadies the paper   

  

How can you help your child?  

  

● Have a small selection of handwriting materials readily available at home. Soft pencils and some sheets 

of A4 typing paper are enough for a start.  

● Encourage your child to write on a line, even if they have to draw it themselves  

● Encourage your child to join his/her writing in any work brought home   

● Let handwriting play a part in your family’s daily life, for example: 

- making lists and labels  

- keeping a family diary  

- leaving notes for each other in busy households  

- keeping in touch with distant friends and relatives  

- designing and making home-made notepads and greetings cards.  

● Many children like to do their homework lying on the floor, but don’t let them! So do your best to provide 

somewhere where your child can work, the end of the kitchen table is perfect!  

● Praise, praise praise!   

 



 


