
Booster Club �
Guidelines	

ROLE	OF	BOOSTER	CLUBS		
Neighborhood	 patrons	 form	 booster	 clubs	 to	 help	 enrich	 the	
school’s	 par6cipa6on	 in	 extracurricular	 ac6vi6es.	 The	 fundraising	
role	 of	 booster	 clubs	 is	 par6cularly	 crucial	 in	 today’s	 economic	
climate.	 Posi6ve	 and	 direct	 communica6on	 can	 prevent	 most	
problems.	Keep	the	superintendent	informed	of	all	ac6vi6es.	
		
•  Have	 a	 chain	 of	 command	 for	 communica6on	 with	 the	

administra6on.	
•  Clear	all	ac6vi6es	through	your	administra6on.	
•  The	superintendent	or	a	designee	who	does	not	coach	or	direct	

a	 UIL	 contest	 but	 has	 approval	 authority	 over	 booster	 clubs	
should	be	invited	to	all	mee6ngs.	All	mee6ngs	should	be	open	to	
the	public.	

•  Booster	 clubs	 should	 apprise	 school	 administrators	 of	 all	 club	
ac6vi6es.	Make	sure	your	 local	administra6on	has	a	copy	of	all	
booster	 club	 publica6ons.	 Invite	 administrators	 to	 all	 booster	
club	 mee6ngs.	 Have	 an	 officer	 meet	 with	 the	 school	
administra6on	regularly.	

•  School	administra6on	should	apprise	booster	clubs	of	all	school	
ac6vi6es.	

•  Booster	 clubs	 do	 not	 have	 authority	 to	 direct	 the	 du6es	 of	 a	
school	 district	 employee.	 The	 scheduling	 of	 contests,	 rules	 for	
par6cipa6on,	 methods	 of	 earning	 leKers	 and	 all	 other	 criteria	
dealing	with	inter-school	programs	are	under	the	jurisdic6on	of	
the	local	school	administra6on.	

•  Minutes	should	be	taken	at	each	mee6ng	and	kept	on	file	at	the	
school.	

•  Periodic	 financial	 statements	 itemizing	 all	 receipts	 and	
expenditures	 should	 be	made	 to	 the	 general	 club	membership	
and	kept	on	file	at	the	school.		

ROLE	OF	THE	SUPERINTENDENT	
Member	 schools	 make	 UIL	 rules	 and	 determine	 policies	
regarding	 penal6es	 to	 schools,	 school	 district	 personnel	 and	
student	 par6cipants.	 The	 superintendent	 is	 solely	 responsible	
for	 the	 en6re	 UIL	 program.	 All	 school	 ac6vi6es,	 organiza6ons	
(including	the	booster	club),	events	and	personnel	are	under	the	
jurisdic6on	of	the	superintendent.	Booster	clubs	must	recognize	
this	 authority	 and	work	within	 a	 framework	 prescribed	 by	 the	
school	administra6on.	

PARENTS	
•  Remember:	The	classroom	comes	first!	
•  Help	conduct	fair	and	equitable	compe66on:	adhere	to	rules,	

uphold	the	law	and	respect	authority.	
•  Remember	that	officials	are	human.	Respect	their	decisions.	
•  Delegate	 authority	 to	 the	 school,	 and	 then	 support	 its	

decisions.	
•  Set	 standards	 by	 which	 you	 expect	 children	 to	 conduct	

themselves,	and	live	by	those	standards	yourself.	
•  Be	 aware	 of	 capabili6es	 and	 limita6ons	 of	 young	 people.	

Don’t	have	unrealis6c	expecta6ons.	
•  Allow	your	children	to	live	their	own	lives.	
•  Be	involved	in	areas	in	which	your	own	child	is	not	involved,	

thus	contribu6ng	to	school	unity	and	spirit.	
•  Show	respect	to	the	opponents	of	your	children.	
•  Praise.	Don’t	cri6cize.	Urge	others	to	do	the	same.	
•  Help	 your	 children	 and	 their	 friends	 develop	 integrity	

through	the	intensity	of	compe66ve	ac6vity.	

COACHES	AND	DIRECTORS	
•  Be	 sure	 your	 booster	 club	 wish	 list	 has	 been	 approved	 by	

your	supervisor	before	it	goes	to	the	booster	club.	
•  Work	with	your	administra6on	to	determine	what	your	club	

can	provide.	
•  Make	your	 request	 to	 the	club	benefit	as	many	students	as	

possible.	
•  AKend	the	booster	club	mee6ngs	and/or	know	what	the	club	

is	doing.	
•  Understand	 that	 your	 advisory	 role	 to	 the	 boosters	 is	

without	vote.	
•  Support	other	programs	within	your	district.	
•  Meet	 with	 parents	 regularly	 and	 make	 them	 aware	 of	

relevant	rules.	
•  Involve	 your	 staff	 with	 your	 booster	 club.	 Let	 the	 booster	

club	know	who	your	staff	is	and	what	du6es	they	perform.	

WRITTEN	POLICIES	
Booster	clubs	should	develop	and	annually	review	policies	to	cover:	
•  how	to	obtain	administra6ve	approval	before	beginning	projects;	
•  how	to	plan	and	publicize	mee6ngs;	
•  bookkeeping	and	fund	administra6on	including	process	to	obtain	

superintendent’s	approval	prior	to	raising	or	spending	funds;	
•  elec6on	of	officers	(sugges6on:	one	president;	one	secretary;	one	

treasurer;	and	three	vice-presidents:	one	vice-president	to	oversee	
fall,	winter	and	spring	sports);	

•  taking,	distribu6ng	and	filing	minutes;	
•  public	communica6on;	
•  proper	interac6on	with	music	and	theatre	directors	and	academic	

and	athle6c	coaches	through	the	lines	of	authority	as	established	by	
the	school	board;	

•  a	sportsmanship	code	governing	behavior	of	booster	club	members	
and	fans	at	contests,	treatment	of	officials,	guests,	judges,	etc.;	and	

•  plans	to	support	the	school	regardless	of	success	in	compe66on,	
keeping	the	educa6onal	goals	of	compe66on	at	the	forefront	of	all	
policies.	

	



CLUB	FINANCES	
Fundraising	|	Spending	|	S/pends	|	Gi1s	to	Coaches	

Fund-raising	projects	maybe	subject	to	state	law.	Be	sure	that	your	club	is	in	compliance	with	applicable	law.		For	example,	Texas	has	a	
law	governing	raffles.		Also,	consider	seeking	nonprofit	or	tax-exempt	status.		Consult	the	Texas	Secretary	of	State’s	website	as	well	as	
the	 IRS	 to	 determine	 if	 seeking	 designa6on	 as	 a	 non-profit	 that	 is	 tax	 exempt	 is	 appropriate	 for	 your	 booster	 club.	
hKp://www.sos.state.tx.us/corp/nonprofit_org.shtml			

Generally	speaking,	earnings	by	a	properly	organized	booster	club	may	not	benefit	any	private	shareholder	or	individual.		
•  Community-wide	 sales	 campaigns	 should	 be	 coordinated	 through	 the	 school	 administra6on	 to	 minimize	 simultaneous	 sales	

campaigns.	
•  Sales	campaigns	should	be	planned	carefully	to	insure	that	the	projects	provide	dollar	value	for	items	sold,	and	that	most	of	the	

money	raised	stays	at	home.	Otherwise	dona6ons	are	oeen	more	rewarding	than	lefng	the	major	part	of	the	money	go	to	outside	
promoters.	

•  Fund-raising	ac6vi6es	should	support	the	educa6onal	goals	of	the	school	and	should	not	exploit	students.	Ac6vi6es	and	projects	
should	be	inves6gated	carefully	before	commifng	the	school’s	support.	

•  Individuals	who	ac6vely	coach	or	direct	a	UIL	ac6vity	should	serve	in	an	advisory	capacity	only	to	the	booster	club	and	should	not	
have	control	or	signature	authority	over	booster	club	funds,	including	peKy	cash	or	miscellaneous	discre6onary	funds.		

•  Coach’s	wish	lists	should	have	received	prior	approval	from	school	administra6on	before	submission	to	boosters.	
•  Coaches	and	directors	of	UIL	academics,	athle6cs	and	fine	arts	may	not	accept	more	than	$500	in	money,	product	or	service	from	

any	source	in	recogni6on	of	or	apprecia6on	for	coaching,	direc6ng	or	sponsoring	UIL	ac6vi6es.	The	$500	limit	is	cumula6ve	for	a	
calendar	year	and	is	not	specific	to	any	one	par6cular	gie.	See	Sec6on	481,	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.		

•  Schools	 shall	 not	pay	 to	 coaches,	 and	 coaches	 shall	 not	 accept,	 funds	 gathered	by	 a	high	 school	 booster	 club	or	other	 sources	
within	the	school	district.		See	Sec6on	1202(b),	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.		

•  Funds	are	to	be	used	to	support	school	ac6vi6es.	To	provide	such	funding	for	non-school	ac6vi6es	could	violate	UIL	rules	and	the	
public	trust	through	which	funds	are	earned.		
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ATHLETIC	BOOSTERS	
Individuals	should	be	informed	of	the	seriousness	of	viola6ng	the	athle6c	amateur	rule	found	in	Sec6on	441	and	the	awards	rule	found	in	
Sec6on	480	of	the	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.	Check	with	school	administrators	before	giving	anything	to	a	student,	school	
sponsor	or	coach.	The	penalty	to	a	student-athlete	is	forfeiture	of	varsity	athle6c	eligibility	in	the	sport	for	which	the	viola6on	occurred	for	
one	calendar	year	from	the	date	of	the	viola6on.	If	a	team	violates	the	amateur	rule,	the	penalty	shall	be	assessed	against	the	team	and	
not	against	each	individual.	See	Sec6on	441(d),	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.	All	fans,	not	just	members	of	the	booster	club,	should	
be	aware	of	these	rules.	It	affects	the	en6re	community.	
•  Athle6c	booster	club	funds	shall	not	be	used	to	support	athle6c	camps,	clinics,	private	instruc6on	or	any	ac6vity	outside	of	the	school.		
•  The	local	school	district	determines	when,	how	and	from	whom	student	athletes	can	receive	meals	and	snacks.	See	Sec6on	441(b)(9),	

UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.	
•  Schools	must	give	prior	approval	for	any	banquet	or	get-together	given	for	students.		
•  Students	may	not	accept	money	or	other	valuable	considera6on	from	school	booster	club	funds	for	any	non-school	purpose.		See	

Sec6on	441(A)(3),	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.		
•  Student	athletes	are	prohibited	from	accep6ng	valuable	considera6on	for	par6cipa6on	in	school	athle6cs	-	anything	that	is	not	given	or	

offered	to	the	en6re	student	body	on	the	same	basis	that	it	is	given	or	offered	to	an	athlete.	See	Sec6on	441(a),	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and
Contest	Rules.	Valuable	considera/on	is	defined	as	tangible	or	intangible	property	or	service	including	anything	that	is	usable,	wearable,
salable	or	consumable.

•  Booster	groups	or	individuals	may	donate	money	or	merchandise	to	the	school	with	prior	approval	of	the	administra6on.	These	kinds	
of	dona6ons	are	oeen	made	to	cover	the	cost	of	commercial	transporta6on	and	to	cover	costs	for	meals.	It	would	be	a	viola6on	for	
booster	groups	or	individuals	to	pay	for	such	costs	directly,	without	prior	approval	from	the	local	school	administra6on.	See	Sec6on	
441(b)(9)	and	Sec6on	840	(a)(2)(A)(iv).	

•

  Student	athletes	may	accept	small	“goodie	bags”	consis6ng	of	cookies,	candy	and	symbolic	gies	from	their	classmates,	if	allow
ed	by	local	school	policy.	See	Sec6on	441(B)(7),	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules. 	

May award scholarships for college or university enrollment if awarded at or after graduation from high school, if approved by the local
ISD.

• 



ACADEMIC	BOOSTERS	
We	encourage	academic	booster	clubs,	whether	they	cover	UIL	academic	compe66on	in	general	or	specific	programs	such	as	
theatre,	speech/debate,	journalism	or	math/	science.	A	great	need	exists	for	parental	involvement	and	support.	

The	rules	for	athle6cs	are	different	than	the	rules	for	academics	and	music.	Athletes	are	restricted	by	the	athle6c	amateur	rule,	
which	states	that	athletes	cannot	accept	money	or	valuable	considera6on	for	par6cipa6ng	in	a	UIL	sport	or	for	allowing	their	
names	to	be	used	in	promo6ng	a	product,	plan	or	service	related	to	a	UIL	contest.	Academics	has	no	amateur	rule.	Journalism	
par6cipants	may	work	for	a	newspaper	and	be	paid.	Actors	may	work	summer	stock	and	be	paid.	Students	may	win	calculators	
and	soeware	for	par6cipa6ng	in	invita6onal	math	contests.	

UIL	academic	students	are	restricted	by	the	awards	rule.	See	Sec6on	480,	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.	So,	as	a	general	
prac6ce,	booster	clubs	should	not	give	gies	or	awards	to	students	for	their	par6cipa6on	in	UIL	contests	that	count	toward	district,	
region	or	state	standing	without	prior	school	district	approval.	School	booster	clubs	may	raise	money	to	purchase	leKer	jackets,	
provided	the	funds	are	given	to	the	school	without	designa6on	to	buy	jackets	for	par6cular	students	and	the	school	determines	
criteria	for	awarding	the	jackets.	Parents	may	purchase	jackets	for	their	own	children	provided	the	school	designates	the	student	
as	being	qualified	to	receive	the	jacket.	

Booster	Clubs	may	raise	money	to	provide	an	annual	banquet	for	academic	par6cipants	and	coaches.	

EXAMPLES	OF	ACADEMIC	BOOSTER	CLUB	CONTRIBUTIONS	THAT	ARE	NOT	PROHIBITED	BY	UIL	RULE,	WITH	LOCAL	
ADMINISTRATIVE	APPROVAL,	ARE:		
•  Purchase	equipment	for	programs	such	as	computers	or	soeware	for	yearbook	or	computer	science.
•  Organize	and	chaperone	trips	and	assist	with	expenses	for	travel	to	academic	compe66ons	or	educa6onal	trips	such	as	

journalism	conven6ons	or	speech	tournaments.	Booster	club	funds	may	be	used	to	provide	food	and	refreshments	for	students	
on	these	trips.	A	purely	recrea6onal	trip	would	not	meet	the	defini6on	of	an	educa6onal	field	trip	and	could	be	considered	a	
viola6on	of	the	Awards	Rule.	See	Sec6on	480(2)(d),	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.			

•  Run	tournaments,	organize	fund-raising	efforts,	recruit	corporate	donors,	raise	money	for	scholarships	and	arrange	for	tutors	
and	professional	trainers	to	work	with	students.	

•  Fund	academic	workshop	scholarships	provided	selec6on	of	the	recipients	is	not	based	solely	on	their	success	in	interscholas6c	
compe66on.	Selec6on	could	be	based	on	grade	point	average	or	the	student’s	selec6on	of	high	school	courses.	All	students	
mee6ng	the	condi6ons	for	scholarship	assistance	should	be	no6fied	and	eligible	for	financial	assistance.	Funds	should	be	
monitored	to	ensure	that	they	are	expended	for	camp	or	workshop	purposes.	

		
		

MUSIC	BOOSTERS		
In	addi6on	to	the	general	procedures	outlined,	the	following	guidelines	apply	to	Music	Booster	Club	ac6vi6es.	
•  Be	mindful	of	the	fact	that	there	is	no	Music	Amateur	Rule.	Therefore,	limita6ons	established	in	athle6cs	intended	to	ensure	

compliance	with	the	Athle6c	Amateur	Rule	do	not	apply	to	music	programs	and	related	ac6vi6es.	
•  Some	music	booster	clubs	assist	with	expenses	for	travel	to	various	music-related	ac6vi6es	such	as	UIL	contests	and	

performances	at	away	athle6c	events.	Such	financial	support	violates	no	UIL	rules	provided	that	it	is	approved	and	coordinated	
by	the	local	school	district.		

•  Many	music	groups	schedule	educa6onal	field	trips	with	the	approval	of	the	local	school	administra6on	and	under	local	school	
district	policies.	For	such	trips,	specific	educa6onal	components	must	be	included	such	as	performing	for	a	music	fes6val,	an	
adjudicated	contest	or	a	concert	tour.	Marching	performances	such	as	the	Macy’s	Thanksgiving	Day	Parade,	the	Rose	Bowl	
Parade	or	other	similar	ceremonial	appearances	also	qualify.	However,	educa6onal	components	need	not	be	limited	to	
performances.	Concert	aKendance,	visi6ng	university/conservatory	music	facili6es	and	other	music	related,	non-performing	
opportuni6es	would	also	be	appropriate	if	approved	by	the	local	school	district.	

•  A	recrea6onal	trip,	on	the	other	hand,	would	not	meet	the	defini6on	of	an	educa6onal	field	trip	as	provided	in	Sec6on	480(f)	of	
the	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.	Students	receiving	the	benefits	of	a	purely	recrea6onal	trip	would	likely	be	in	viola6on	
of	the	Awards	Rule.	

•  Booster	Clubs	may	also	fund	scholarships	for	private	lessons	and	summer	music	camps	provided	the	selec6on	of	the	recipients	
is	not	based	on	success	in	interscholas6c	compe66on.	Funds	for	such	ac6vi6es	should	be	carefully	monitored	to	ensure	that	
they	are	expended	for	educa6onal	rather	than	recrea6onal	ac6vi6es.	

•  The	awarding	of	patches,	T-shirts	or	other	items	for	achievement	in	interscholas6c	compe66on	would	be	subject	to	the	UIL	
Awards	Rule.	See	Sec6on	480(2)(A),	UIL	Cons/tu/on	and	Contest	Rules.	In	order	to	protect	all	music	students’	eligibility,	such	
awards	should	be	approved	and	administrated	by	the	local	school	district	in	accordance	with	school	district	policies.	
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CHEERLEADING AND SPIRIT BOOSTERS
In addition to the general procedures outlined, the following guidelines apply to Cheerleading and Spirit Booster Club activities.
 Be mindful that there is no Cheerleading or Spirit Amateur Rule. Therefore, limitations established in athletics intended to 

ensure compliance with the Athletic Amateur Rule do not apply to cheerleading, spirit programs, and related activities.
 Some cheerleading and spirit booster clubs assist with expenses for travel to various spirit-related activities, such as UIL Spirit 

Contests, performances at away athletic events, or other approved competitions. Such financial support violates no UIL rules 
provided that it is approved and coordinated by the local school district.

 Many cheerleading and spirit groups schedule educational field trips with the approval of the local school administration 
and under local school district policies. For such trips, specific educational components must be included, such as 
participating in an adjudicated spirit contest, cheer clinic, or performance at a recognized event. Performances at ceremonial 
events, such as parades or halftime shows, also qualify. Educational components need not be limited to performances. 
Attending workshops, visiting university cheer programs, or other spirit-related, non-performing opportunities would also be 
appropriate if approved by the local school district.

 A recreational trip, on the other hand, would not meet the definition of an educational field trip as provided in Section 480(f) 
of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules. Students receiving the benefits of a purely recreational trip would likely be in 
violation of the Awards Rule.

 Booster Clubs may also fund scholarships for private cheer or spirit training, camps, or clinics, provided the selection of 
recipients is not based on success in interscholastic competition. Funds for such activities should be carefully monitored to 
ensure they are expended for educational rather than recreational activities.

 The awarding of patches, T-shirts, or other items for achievement in interscholastic competition would be subject to the UIL 
Awards Rule. See Section 480(2)(A), UIL Constitution and Contest Rules. To protect all cheerleading and spirit students’ 
eligibility, such awards should be approved and administered by the local school district in accordance with school district 
policies.
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