COVID-19 Mitigation Strategies
Update
Good afternoon, Wausau School District Families:
As we move forward in the 2021-22 school year, we want to take this opportunity to share an
update with you about some changes to the District’s COVID-19 mitigation strategies
following Monday night’s Board of Education meeting.
The Board approved two matrices, one for elementary schools and one for secondary
schools, that are guidelines for analyzing case data. They are real tools that allow
administrators, school staff, and nurses to collaborate around data and context to find the
best actions to keep your students in school, in-person safely, and provide them with the
highest quality education at the same time.
While you’ll notice differences between the elementary and secondary school matrices, the
goal is the same: keeping your students safe while offering them the highest quality
educational experiences at the same time.
So, let’s start with the elementary level matrix, which does include the EEA Charter School:

The elementary matrix is only applied at the classroom level. The biggest change is that staff
and students, in any given classroom with a positive case, will be required to wear masks, for
at least 10 days. If there are 4 or more unrelated cases in any given classroom, principals,
nursing staff, and other administration members will review the cases to determine whether
the class will move to remote learning. Any changes will be communicated to you.
Now, let’s take a look at the secondary matrix:

Because of the way our secondary schools operate, this matrix considers all cases within the
entire school, not a particular classroom. If an individual school reaches a positivity rate of 5%
or more, masks will be required in the entire building. Principals will collaborate with school
staff and the district team to plan how to best implement other actions at each level and
school. Again, any changes will be communicated to you.
To reflect the above matrices, the District has made some changes to the COVID-19
Dashboard.
Since August, the Wausau School District has been working closely with the Department of
Health Services to bring COVID-19 testing to each of our District buildings. We hope to begin
testing by the second week of October. We will keep you updated and let you know the exact
launch date once we have it.
Parents and guardians, please know we appreciate your continued flexibility as we navigate
this pandemic amid a new school year. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not
hesitate to reach out to your child's school.

Thank you,
Wausau School District Administration
Our Mission . . .To advance student learning, achievement, and success.

The Wausau School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, age, color, religion, national
origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, sex,
(including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity), or physical, mental, emotional, or
learning disability ("Protected Classes").
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