STONAR EQUESTRIAN CENTRE

EQUESTRIANISM AT STONAR
– 2019/20 ACADEMIC YEAR
Stonar is the UK’s premier
school for educational riding
programmes. The school offers
an unequalled, broad equestrian
curriculum to suit complete
beginners through to experienced,
advanced competition riders.
The Stonar Equestrian Centre
is an integral part of the school.
It offers excellent, modern
facilities staffed by experienced,
dedicated and well-trained staff.
It is the first choice for any child
wishing to develop and thrive in
the equestrian world.
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ABOUT STONAR

Stonar is a thriving day and
boarding school for boys and girls
aged 3 to 18. It has a beautiful campus
in the Wiltshire countryside, close to the
ancient city of Bath. The school aims to
ensure that each and every pupil enjoys
exceptional achievement in academic
studies, arts and sports. The school offers
the English National Curriculum leading
to the GCSE and A-Level qualifications.

The school is ranked in the top
10% of UK schools in terms
of the value it adds to pupils’
academic progression to the
GCSE qualification.
The school was assessed as
‘Excellent’ by the International
Schools Inspectorate in 2018
with the inspectors noting:
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• The quality of pupils’ academic
and other achievements is
excellent
• Pupils of all ages have excellent
attitudes to learning and are
hard-working, positive and
resilient
• Pupils’ social development is
outstanding, enhanced by their
excellent relationship with
teachers

• Pupils

are confident, highly
considerate and respectful
towards each other
As part of the NACE family
of schools, pupils also have the
opportunity to enhance their
linguistic abilities and develop
a global awareness and readiness.
But perhaps Stonar’s most
distinctive feature is the
Stonar Equestrian Centre.
2019/20
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Stonar Equestrian Centre

Equestrianism has a long history at
Stonar and it is believed to be the oldest
equestrian school in the UK. The school
acquired its first pony, Tufty, in 1923 for
the recreational enjoyment of the pupils.
Riding lessons began 10 years
later when the school recruited
its first riding instructor, Miss
Hilda Wakeman. Since that
time, the school has led the
development of educational
riding programmes to give it an
unequalled position in the UK.
The equestrian facilities are
at the heart of the school and
have undergone significant
investment in the last few
years. The outstanding facilities
include first class indoor and
outdoor arenas, stabling for 65
horses, a hacking track and a
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cross country schooling field
with a wide variety of different
fences. The school maintains
a relationship with Olympic
course designer David Evans.
Riders are encouraged to bring
their own horse or pony to
school, or can apply to loan one
of Stonar’s stable. The school
maintains its own small stable
of horses and ponies and will
endeavour to match a horse
or pony to a pupil. The fees
associated with loan or livery are
shown in the pricing schedule
enclosed with this brochure.

Ellie leads a team of 10 staff:

Stonar Equestrian Centre is
led by Director of Riding,
Ellie Halsey.
Ellie has a huge amount
of experience and deep
understanding of equestrian
sport, as well as what makes
Stonar special. Ellie is a BHS
Stage 5 Performance Coach
with over 20 years’ coaching
experience at all levels. In her
spare time Ellie competes in
dressage at Prix St Georges,
as well as Area Finals and
Regional Championships
at various levels.

•M
 iss Chilcott – Senior Coach
Miss Chilcott is a BHS Stage 5 Performance Coach (BHSI) and has
a wealth of experience coaching riders at all levels. Miss Chilcott
brings energy and enthusiasm to all aspects of her coaching.
• Mr Hubbard – Senior Yard Manager
Mr Hubbard comes from a military background having spent
10 years in The King’s Troop RHA. He also holds the BHS Stage
4 Senior Rider & Groom certificate. Mr Hubbard oversees the
day-to-day running of the yard and instils in pupils the high
standards of horse care and welfare that we strive for at Stonar.
•M
 iss Haines – Yard Manager and Coach
Miss Haines works alongside Mr Hubbard in the daily organisation
of the yard. Miss Haines is a BHS Stage 4 Senior Coach and divides
her time between running the yard and coaching, supporting pupils
in all aspects of equestrianism.
•M
 rs Arthur – Yard Manager and Coach
Mrs Arthur joined Stonar after many years managing a Riding for
the Disabled Centre. Mrs Arthur is a BHS Stage 4 Senior Coach
in Complete Horsemanship and has a great deal of experience
managing yards and coaching riders.

•M
 rs Chinn – Coach and
Pony Club Instructor
Mrs Chinn is a BHS Stage
3 Coach in Complete
Horsemanship. She has vast
experience in coaching riders,
with a particular emphasis on
supporting pupils in achieving
their proficiency tests with The
Pony Club.
•M
 rs Sowels – Riding Office
Secretary
Mrs Sowels supports the
whole team and deals with
all enquiries to help ensure
the Equestrian Centre runs
smoothly.
•G
 rooms and Equestrian
Assistants /Apprentices
These valuable members of our
team carry out the daily care
of horses, and support pupils
wherever necessary.
2019/20
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Riding programmes
The riding programmes at
Stonar have been developed
and enhanced over the years
to suit complete beginners
through to advanced
competition riders.
Beginner

Intermediate

Our aim is to ensure that pupils develop
the confidence, skills and values to not
only perform at the highest level in their
equestrian journey, but also to develop
a love and appreciation of the sport.
The riding curriculum at Stonar comprises a suite of
four complementary and progressive programmes. Each
programme can be tailored to the needs of each pupil.
• Beginner
• Intermediate
• Advanced
• Stonar Riding Academy
8
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Riding programmes
Beginner
The Beginners Riding Programme
offers an introduction to riding and the
care of ponies and horses for children
from the youngest of years upwards.
The programme is designed to
help pupils develop technical
riding foundations safely and
with confidence. It will also
help them acquire the values,
knowledge and empathy
associated with caring for ponies
and horses. For many pupils
it develops into a love of the
equestrian world, which will
last them a lifetime. There are
three elements to the Beginners
Riding Programme, which each
pupil can chose from:
• Group lessons
• Stable helping
• Pony Club examinations
Group Lessons
Each pupil has at least one
group lesson per week during
term time. The lessons help
pupils to learn basic skills with
a sense of confidence, including
positioning, walking and trotting.
The focus is on developing
core riding technique, as well as
mental and social skills through
good coaching and a sense of
fun. If ability permits, pupils will
build up to cantering and small
jumps. Our coaches recognise
that each pupil develops at their
10
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own speed and they structure the
lessons to enable them to build
confidence and experience the
satisfaction of mastering new
skills.
In addition to riding lessons,
there are two optional elements
of the Beginner Riding
Programme:The Pony Club
examinations and stable helping.
These are designed for those
who wish to progress further to
higher levels of horsemastership.
Stable Helping
At Stonar, we believe that
every experience should give
our pupils the opportunity to
develop their values and adopt
attitudes that will serve them
well throughout their lives. Care
of the horses, including helping
with feeding and cleaning the
stalls, is such an opportunity.
Pupils with their own horse
or pony at the Centre will be
involved with the care of their
own animal. Those without
their own horse or pony are
encouraged to sign up as stable
helpers. New helpers will be
given an induction course. Once
helpers have gained proficiency,

they will be able to participate
in weekend yard activities. Stable
helpers who commit to helping
each week from Monday to
Friday will be entitled to an
additional supervised ride at
the weekends at no extra cost.
The Pony Club
Examinations
Stonar is an official Pony Club
Centre and we encourage all
riders to join the club. The
Pony Club is part of the British
Equestrian Federation and has
been the starting point for many
professional riders and Olympic
medal winners. More details can
be found in the ‘Affiliations &
Accreditations’ section.
The Pony Club provides a set
of examinations, which allow
young riders to gain useful
qualifications. The Stonar
training structure encourages
pupils to take tests as they learn
progressively about riding, and
horse and pony care. The tests are
taken at recommended ages and
designed to ratify the riders’ level
of skill, but also to give them
a useful sense of achievement.
More details can be found in
the ‘Qualifications’ section.
2019/20
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Riding programmes
Intermediate
The Intermediate Riding Programme
gives riders the opportunity to develop
their core competencies and begin
applying them in training for
competitive riding.
The elements that intermediate riders can choose
from are:
• Group lessons – as per the Beginners Riding Programme
• Stable helping – as per the Beginners Riding Programme
• Development programme
• British Horse Society exams
• Stonar Accumulator
• West Wilts Equestrian competitions
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British Horse Society Exams
The British Horse Society (BHS)
examination system is regarded as
one of the best in the world. Whether
someone decides to pursue a career in
the equine world or just has a passion
for horses, these qualifications give a
sound base of underpinning knowledge.
They not only give pupils a great sense
of achievement, they also prepare them
for greater challenges in their equestrian
journey. Pupils can begin training
for BHS qualifications from their
fourteenth birthday. There are three
Equine Excellence Pathways, which
pupils can embark upon at Stonar.
• BHS Professional Rider Pathway
• BHS Groom Pathway
• BHS Coach in Complete
Horsemanship Pathway

The choice of pathway depends on the rider’s interests and
longer-term aspirations. Each pathway has different stages,
which build up their skills and experiences towards the
ultimate goal of the pathway. The staff at Stonar Equestrian
Centre will guide your child on the choice of pathway
and, if their aspiration changes, we can facilitate movement
between the pathways. More details can be found in the
‘Qualifications’ section.
Development Programme
Stonar has a unique approach for pupils in Years 7 to 9,
whereby they have the option of foregoing up to three
hours of the academic curriculum each week to devote
to the riding programme. Pupils will have three coaching
sessions per week, each session provides a diversity of riding
experience across three equestrian disciplines: dressage, show
jumping and cross country.
Pupils from Year 10 onwards will be encouraged to work
towards the British Horse Society Exams. These are
optional, as is participation in the Stonar Accumulator
and external competitions.
Competing
To aid our riders’ development we provide weekly
competitions at school, as well as opportunities for entry
into external competitions. More details can be found
in the ‘Competitions’ section.

2019/20
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Riding
programmes
Advanced
The Advanced Riding Programme
gives riders all the elements of the
Intermediate Riding Programme,
plus three additional benefits.
Bespoke Riding Package
Tailor-made to suit the needs of the
individual, this package offers three
private lessons a week. The lessons
can be directed towards any of the
disciplines and horsemastership skills,
as required by the pupils.
Group Lessons
We also provide the opportunity for
pupils to participate in group lessons.
As any sports person will attest, someone
can learn from the coaching, observation
and support of others as well.
National Schools Equestrian
Association Competitions
The National Schools Equestrian
Association (NSEA) is an independent
organisation that encourages and
organises competition between schools
involved in equestrianism. Schools
have to meet a set of criteria in order
to join NSEA and Stonar has been an
enthusiastic member for many years.
Stonar fields official teams in NSEA
qualifying competitions, primarily for
the NSEA National Championship but
also for other high profile competitions
such as Royal Windsor and Hickstead.
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Participants in the Advanced
Riding Programme have the
potential to represent the
school in these competitions,
but chances are enhanced by
securing a place in the Stonar
Riding Academy.

2019/20
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Stonar riding
academy
As part of our quest to strengthen our position in school
equestrianism, 2019 saw the launch of the Stonar Academy.
The Academy was launched to assist our gifted and talented
riders with a more dynamic competition experience and
access to the highest level of coaching expertise. The Stonar
Riding Academy is supplementary for pupils already involved
in the Advanced Riding Programme, which it complements
and builds upon.
Participation in the Stonar Riding Academy is based
on the following criteria:
• Owning a horse or having a horse on loan
• Continuing participation in the Advanced
Riding Programme
• Achievement of 3 top five placings in any NSEA
competitions within the current or preceding year
• Competing in BE 80 classes or above
• Competing in BD novice classes or above,
and achieving a percentage of at least 62%
• Competing in BS British novice classes or above
• Competing in other disciplines will also be
take into consideration
• Exhibiting conduct as a positive role model
and good ambassador of the school.

Sarah Thorne, Stage 5
Performance Coach and
Horse Trials specialist, has been
appointed the Academy Coach
for the 2019/20 academic year.
Sarah has successfully evented
up to International 3 star level
and still enjoys competing. She
is a popular BE training coach
for the south west with over 30
years experience of coaching
riders and horses of all levels.
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Members of the Academy
come under the direction
of a specialist Academy
Coach.The coach provides
training sessions within
the school environment
and at external venues, and
accompanies pupils as they
represent Stonar in team
competitions throughout
the year.

2019/20
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Affiliations and
accreditations
Stonar is affiliated and
accredited by a number of
well known and prestigious
organisations in the equine
world. These partnerships add
value to our riders’ equestrian
experience and ensure that the
standards of coaching, supervision
and management of the Stonar
Equestrian Centre are of the
highest order.

The Pony Club
The Pony Club was launched in 1929 and is part of the
British Equestrian Federation. It has been the starting
point for many professional riders, Olympic medal
winners and anybody interested in riding and horse care.
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Stonar is an official Pony Club Centre
and membership is encouraged and
offered through the school. Stonar
riders can join the Stonar Pony Club to
access the fantastic benefits of structured
learning in a fun and supportive
environment.
The objectives of The Pony Club are to:
• Encourage young people to ride and
to learn to enjoy all kinds of sport
connected with horses
• Give instruction in riding and
horsemastership and providing proper
care of their animal
• Promote the highest ideals of
sportsmanship, citizenship and loyalty
to create strength of character
The Pony Club provides a set of
nationally recognised examinations,
which allow young riders to gain
useful qualifications and provide the
basis for further development. See
‘Qualifications’ section for further detail.
More information can be found at The
Pony Club’s website: www.pcuk.org

British Horse Society
The British Horse Society (BHS) works hard to make a
positive impact on the lives of horses and horse owners
with wide-ranging campaigns and initiatives. Its core
foundations are education, welfare, access and safety.
Through Stonar’s strong affiliation with BHS, we offer the
full panoply of qualifications offered by the Society under
their Equine Excellence Pathway banner. The qualifications
are regarded as some of the best in the equine world and are
recognised across the globe. There are three Equine Excellence
Pathways, which pupils can embark upon at Stonar.
• BHS Professional Rider Pathway
• BHS Groom Pathway
• BHS Coach in Complete
Horsemanship Pathway
The choice of pathway depends on the rider’s interests and
longer-term aspirations. Further details can be found in the
‘Qualifications’ section.
More information can be found at their website:
www.bhs.org.uk

2019/20
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Qualifications

Affiliations &
accreditations

National Schools Equestrian
Association
The National Schools Equestrian
Association (NSEA) was established
in 1991 as the recognised body for
equestrianism in schools throughout
the UK. It provides inter-schools
competitions for teams and individual
riders at state and independent schools,
as well as colleges of further education.
Their aim is to promote and encourage
the participation in and recognition
of equestrian sport within schools
in the UK.

‘The best
opportunities
for inter-school
equestrian sport’
It is run by a number of industry experts with many years of
experience both in schools and the highest levels of equestrian
sport as organisers, judges, owners and competitors. Many of
the NSEA governors are also senior teachers who understand
the needs of schools when participating in NSEA events.
They are an Independent Partner of the British Horse Society
and work closely with other British Equestrian Federation
member bodies on a number of projects in order to produce
the best opportunities for inter-school equestrian sport.
Stonar is an enthusiastic member of NSEA. More
information can be found on the NSEA at their website:
www.nsea.org.uk
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The Pony Club Qualifications
The Pony Club Training structure encourages their members
to take tests that enables them to learn progressively about
horse and pony care and riding. The tests are taken at
recommended ages and are designed with certain objectives
in mind. These help pony and rider improve as a partnership
and ensures riders build their confidence through the
satisfaction of achievement.
BHS Professional Rider Pathway
The BHS Professional Rider Pathway provides the practical
riding skills and knowledge to support a rider in any
discipline. Whether your aspiration is in dressage, showjumping or eventing, our Professional Rider Pathway will
help you to develop a sympathetic riding style and ensure
you put the welfare of the horse at the heart of your riding.
BHS Groom Pathway
The BHS Groom Pathway supports and celebrates those
wishing to pursue a career in equestrian management. Career
opportunities are diverse, from working for professional riders
or becoming a groom in a stud yard, to riding schools or
managing an extensive equestrian business. A professional
will require broad equestrian knowledge and practical ability.
Our Groom Pathway provides this breadth, including the
management and handling of horses, equine health, anatomy,
physiology, feeding, fittening, saddlery, shoeing, stable design,
grassland management and the highest level of turnout.

BHS Coach in Complete
Horsemanship Pathway
The globally recognised BHS Coach in
Complete Horsemanship enables pupils
to learn all elements of equitation,
care and management and teaching
techniques to become a complete coach
in the equine industry. The Pathway
supports a pupil in becoming a worldleading equestrian coach with the 360
degree understanding, knowledge and
skills to support clients and the next
generation to reach their goals and
ambitions.
Assessments begin at Stage 1 and are
divided in to Ride and Care, with
optional lunging and coaching elements
from Stage 2. Candidates can sit the
BHS Stage 1 assessment from the age
of 14, and the BHS Stage 2 assessment
from the age of 16. For the final stage,
pupils must be aged at least 17.

2019/20
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Competitions

National Schools Equestrian Association Competitions

Stonar Accumulator
Dressage and show jumping competitions are held every
Wednesday evening throughout the school year for riders in
the Intermediate and Advanced Riding Programmes. Points
are awarded to the top six riders in each event. At the end
of the school year, a trophy is awarded to the horse and
rider combination with the highest accumulated points
in each discipline. The Stonar Accumulator gives a sense
of achievement but also introduces riders to the rigours
of competition.

West Wiltshire Equestrian
Competitions

The NSEA organise a huge range of
competitions across the country, some
which act as qualifiers for the NSEA
National Championship which is held
in October. Riders chosen to represent

the school have the opportunity to participate in qualifiers
for Dressage, Showjumping and Jumping With Style.
In addition to the National Championship, these can also
lead to participation in Royal Windsor and the Hickstead
SJ competitions.

To aid our Intermediate and Advanced
Programme riders’ development,
we aim to provide regular external
competition experience. This primarily
comprises competitions at West
Wiltshire Equestrian Centre, which is
only 10 minutes from Stonar. These
trips are supported by our coaching
staff and entry and transportation fees
are invoiced at the end of each term.

Inter Schools One Day Events (ISODE)
Each year in May and September, Stonar hosts ISODEs, which give our riders further opportunity to refine
their competitive performance in the Dressage, Showjumping and Cross Country disciplines.
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Equestrian
Centre charges
A full explanation of the charges
associated with the Stonar Equestrian
Centre is shown on the pricing
schedule enclosed with this brochure.

Additional
information
If you would like to enquire about
Stonar and its Equestrian Centre, please
contact Sarah Burns, Head of Marketing
and Admissions, on 01225 701 740 or
s.burns@stonarschool.com
If your child is already a pupil at Stonar
and you would like to know more
about the riding syllabus, competitions
or events, please contact the Riding
Office on 01225 701 765
or riding@stonarschool.com
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Astro Turf Pitches
English and
Maths Classrooms

Sports Hall
Outdoor Arena
Stables

Science Classrooms

Equestrian Centre
and Indoor Arena
Swimming Pool, Fitness
Suite and Dance Studio

Humanities and
Languages Classrooms
Buckle Hall

Prep School

Reception

Show Jumping Arena
Tennis Courts

Playing Fields
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+44 (0)1225 701 740
riding@stonarschool.com
stonarschool.com
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