
GUIDANCE FOR PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOLS

How To Respond 
To A COVID-19 Outbreak

School sees 
a rise in 

COVID cases 

School contacts the state 
Department of Health or local 

health department for guidance  

Health staff works 
with school to see

if closing is needed

education.pa.gov

A maximum 14-day closing may be recommended if:

OR

Five percent of students/staff 
have confirmed cases in a 
14-day window. That’s:

25 CASES: Schools with fewer 
than 500 staff & students

25-45 CASES: Schools with  
500-900 staff & students

45+ CASES: Schools with 900+ 
staff & students

Three simultaneous classroom 
and/or core group outbreaks 
when: 

• Contact tracing cannot 
adequately identify close 
contacts or be completed in 
a timely manner

• Other mitigation strategies 
such as physical distancing 
or universal masking are not 
being implemented or 
adhered to




