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Showing Up

There is an old adage, “Life is ninety percent showing up.” Whether the
percentage is accurate or not, the spirit behind the message is worth
consideration. In all four gospels, Mary Magdalene is the first to withess the
resurrected Christ. Was this the intention all along, or was it because she was
the first to visit the tomb? Either way, her presence on Easter Sunday morning
made her the Apostle to the Apostles as she was entrusted with the good
news of Jesus’ resurrection and sent to proclaim it to the eleven. Throughout
the gospels, Jesus is found walking, traveling from town to village, showing up
to proclaim the kingdom of God in word and powerful deeds.

One of the ongoing questions from the pandemic is what does it mean to show
up? We know that a sizeable number of workers continue to work from home.
On Sundays, our Mass attendance is less than half of what it was before the
onset of the pandemic. However, many take advantage of the live-streaming of
Mass as their way of showing up for Mass at OLGC. Zoom and other online
resources have substituted for physical presence at meetings.

At OLGC, we are trying to reinstitute some of the activities that have brought
our community together. The first Sunday of November will be the return of
Donut Socials. In-person prayer, faith formation activities, outreach projects,
and parish group events are taking place. At the same time, some of our
members do not yet feel comfortable in larger settings with the option of
wearing masks and the uncertainty of who has or has not been vaccinated.
Live-streaming and zoom continue as options.

Showing up is not as easily defined as it once was. | think most of us would
agree that we are happy with the options of remote forms of presence.
However, | think we would also agree that there is no substitute for a hug and
the physical presence of those whom we love. OLGC is a tremendous
community because of the love, generosity, and faithfulness of you, the
members. | ask that we continue to do what is necessary to protect our health
and safety. | also ask us to consider the importance of our physical presence
to one another when we are able.

What does showing up mean to you in OLGC parish life? Are you missing the
physical presence? What do we do to increase our presence and participation
at Mass so that we have a community that fully shows up? Please feel free to
share with me your thoughts and answers to any or all of these questions.
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Live Jesus!

Fr. Matt
frhillyard@olgcva.org
Moving Forward Together in the Service of God

Fr. Matt sends a regular "Musings" email to share his thoughts with the OLGC Community. You're
receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in these messages. Please
add frhillyard@olgcva.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!
If you know someone who would like to be added to the list have them
email communications@olgcva.org.
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