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ACADEMY



OWN YOUR 
JOURNEY. 

DISCOVER YOUR 
TOMORROW.



WHY FJA?

As the only Jewish community 
high school in metro Detroit, 
Frankel Jewish Academy 
provides Jewish young 
adults with a challenging 
dual curriculum, supportive 
teachers, and a safe high school 
experience that allows each 
individual to grow in their identity 
and prepare for a lifetime of 
learning and leadership.

Through the intellectual 
challenge of an integrated dual 
curriculum and a welcoming 
community that helps each 
individual embrace their Jewish 
identity, our students become 
deep, independent thinkers who 
excel in college and initiate 
positive change as the next 
generation of young Jewish 
leaders.



FJA 
MISSION STATEMENT

Frankel Jewish Academy is a rigorous college preparatory high 
school pursuing academic excellence and Jewish literacy. We 
inspire students to think critically, creatively, and compassionately; 
to dedicate themselves to Jewish tradition, peoplehood, and the 
State of Israel; and to become lifelong learners and leaders. 

FJA CORE VALUES

Respecting the importance of 
Jewish values, mitzvot, and 
daily prayer.

Acting with derech eretz 
(respect).

Pursuing excellence in Jewish 
and general scholarship.

Committing to honesty, integrity, 
accountability, and personal 
responsibility, inside and outside 
the classroom and in the general 
community.

Participating in and serving the FJA 
community and the larger Jewish 
and general communities.

Respecting all members of the 
FJA community and all human 
beings as created in the image 
of God.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
THAT WE’RE A 

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
DAY SCHOOL?

It means we welcome all 
perspectives, celebrate the many 

ways to be Jewish, champion 
diversity as essential to learning, 

and allow our individual, 
intellectual, and spiritual journeys 

to elevate each other.

 “FJA has given me a sense of identity in multiple ways: 
through athletics, through academics, through friendships, and 

through being a Jew. I’ve learned how to defend my religion and how 
to be strong for the State of Israel. I don’t think I would have had that 

experience anywhere else.” 

- Ilana Weinfeld, 
FJA Class of 2017



WHO ARE 
FJA STUDENTS?

Driven
FJA students know the path that will carry them 
to their destination and choose to pursue it with 
purpose and passion. 

Welcoming
FJA students respect the diverse perspectives 
represented in our community and celebrate the 
many ways to be Jewish.

Self-Assured
FJA students are proud of who they are today, 
knowing that this foundation defines who they will 
become tomorrow.

Independent
FJA students have different talents and pursue 
unique journeys. So, they all become the individuals 
who will challenge the ordinary and change the 
world.

Creative
FJA students are offered limitless opportunities to 
invent, test, and perfect ideas because they are the 
innovators who will shape tomorrow.

Thoughtful
FJA students are encouraged to grow intellectually 
and spiritually through a purposeful and 
meaningful approach.

“I don’t think I would be where I am today without FJA. 
The environment fostered at FJA encourages respectful 
exchange of values and ideas, and I felt comfortable and even 
empowered to learn and share with my peers. Over my four 
years as a student, I came to love FJA, and sought ways to 
become part of this community and enrich the experience of 
the other students.” 

- Aviva Levi, 
Class of 2019



COLLEGE READINESS

FJA’s college counseling program is highly regarded 
in the community for working individually with 
families to find the perfect college match for each 
student’s ambitions.

FJA students excel in college because of our 
challenging dual curriculum. Learning and 
conversing in Hebrew, whether you’re a novice or 
an expert, expands the brain’s intellectual capacity. 
Analyzing biblical texts heightens critical thinking, 
and debating rabbinic texts increases the ability to 
articulate and persuade. 

Colleges in Michigan and around the country are 
aware of FJA’s student outcomes and are eager to 
meet FJA students. 

100% 

of FJA students attend their first or second choice college.

American University
Bar-Ilan University
Barnard College
Boston University
Brown University
Columbia University
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Eastern Michigan University
Emory University
George Washington University
Harvard University
Indiana University - Bloomington
Israel Defense Force - Tzofim Garin
Jewish Theological Seminary
Johns Hopkins University
Kalamazoo College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
McGill University

FJA students have gone on to attend many prestigious colleges, 
universities and gap year programs, including:

The class of 
2019 
earned 
$2,064,844 
in college 
scholarships.

Michigan State University
New York University
Northwestern University
Oakland University
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University
Purdue University
Stanford University
Syracuse University
University of Maryland
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Wisconsin - Madison
Washington University in St. Louis
Wayne State University
Yale University
Yeshiva University
Young Judaea - Year Course



ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
EXAMS

64% of FJA 9th graders are 
taking at least one AP this year.

64% of FJA 10th graders are 
taking at least one AP this year.

74% of FJA 11th graders are 
taking at least one AP this year.

88% of FJA 12th graders are 
taking at least one AP this year.

100% 

of FJA students scored a 3 or 
higher on the US Government 
AP Exam

100% 
of FJA students scored a 3 or 
higher on the Biology AP Exam

100% 
of FJA students scored a 4 
or higher on the Physics C: 
Mechanics AP Exam

ACT SCORES
Average ACT Scores:

FJA 28.1

Michigan 20.3

National 20.8

Average ACT Scores by Category:

English
FJA 29.9
MI 19.9
National 20.1

Math
FJA 27.1
MI 19.9
National 20.6

Reading
FJA 29.4
MI 20.7
National 21.3

Science
FJA  28.8
MI 20.5
National 20.8



STUDENT EXPERIENCE 

FJA is a college preparatory 
school. But we have fun 
too. Students participate in 
a variety of JV and Varsity 
sports including: cross country, 
volleyball, tennis, golf, soccer, 
basketball, baseball, and 
bowling. For students more 
interested in performing arts, we 
stage a musical in the fall and a 
play in the spring in one of our 
two professional theaters.
Student leaders help to organize 

school activities including spirit 
week, homecoming, “Esther 
Hawkins”, and prom. They are 
the leaders of the Shabbatonim, 
community Jewish celebrations, 
and holidays. We feel ruach 
(spirit) every day at FJA. Students 
at FJA are immersed in the hub of 
Jewish culture in metro Detroit.



MENTORSHIPS THAT 
SPAN GENERATIONS

With a student : teacher ratio of 
11:1, FJA students are able to 
form meaningful, important, and 
lasting bonds with their teachers. 
FJA faculty concern themselves 
with the whole student - their 
ideas, their opinions, their 
interests, their hopes, their 
family, their future. Faculty treat 
students like the young adults 
they are. As a result, students are 

“Frankel Jewish Academy’s emphasis on Jewish community as well 
as its commitment to social responsibility have taught me that my 
individual path is not distinct, nor can it be separated,  from the 
collective Jewish experience. As I move forward from high school 
and ready myself for the next stage of life, I do so with a keen 
awareness of my place within the wider Jewish community as well 
as my responsibility for the welfare of all Jews.” 

- Jessica Caminker
FJA Class of 2021

comfortable to share lunch and 
discuss their spiritual journeys, 
debate American and Jewish law, 
tour their dream college, run a 
marathon—all with faculty who 
they’re proud to call their mentors 
and friends. When they graduate, 
students actively seek these 
mentorships with professors and 
professionals in their careers.



FACULTY PROFILE 
ELLA DUNAJSKY

ELLA DUNAJSKY is currently in her 
eleventh year as Director of College 
Counseling at FJA. Mrs. Dunajsky 
thoroughly enjoys getting to know 
students from freshman year 
onward, which in turn helps her 
match their interests with future 
college aspirations. “I work at being 
a good listener, and always try to 
make others feel comfortable so 
they can feel at ease sharing their 
thoughts and aspirations with me.” 
Dunajsky says.

Mrs. Dunajsky has a strong desire 
to help and assist students with 
the challenges of finding the right 
college fit, and is known for her 
famous motto; 

‘College is not a prize to be won 
but a match to be made.’ 

Mrs. Dunajsky is there for 
students throughout their entire 
college planning process, 
from reviewing college essays, 
to being there with them 

when they receive their email 
acceptance letters. “Some of the 
most important moments are 
watching students analyze college 
options and witness the thrill and 
excitement of getting accepted to 
many of their favorite colleges.”

FACULTY PROFILE 
ERIC RAPP

life have I felt such a sense of 
accomplishment. I’m not sure who 
was more proud that day, but I think 
it was me,” Rapp says.

When asked what he loves most 
about FJA, he says, 

“There really are two main 
things I love about FJA and they 
go hand-in-hand. They are the 
students and the class sizes. 
The small class sizes make it 
easy to really get to know the 
students. The bonds created 
last well beyond graduation, 
and I still meet with a group of 
Physics students that I had six 
years ago. We go to see a Star 
Wars movie every time a new 
one comes out.”

ERIC RAPP teaches Calculus and 
Physics at FJA. Currently in his 
eighth year teaching at Frankel, 
he is motivated to not only help 
students develop the math skills 
that will benefit them in the next 
phase of their lives, but also hopes 
to create an atmosphere where they 
are comfortable with math. 

One memorable moment that sticks 
out to Mr. Rapp is from a Calculus 
class. At the conclusion of the 
lesson, a student asked, ‘Why didn’t 
I think of that?’ 
“The student understood everything 
we were doing to the point that 
he felt that he could have derived 
this high level concept on his own. 
I could see the confidence in this 
student’s face. Few times in my 



AFFORDING FJA

More than 

60% 
of FJA students 
receive tuition assistance. 

We award more than $1.5 million 
in aid each year to families with 
diverse financial needs. FJA’s 
tuition assistance program is 
one of the most generous of all 
private schools in Michigan. Our 
business office works with all 
families to ensure your student 
has access to the incredible 
education FJA provides.
There are a number of factors 

taken into consideration when 
determining a family’s tuition 
assistance award such as 
household income, expenses, 
assets, allowable debts, 
family size, number of children 
attending tuition charging 
schools and colleges, costs of 
synagogue membership, summer 
camp, and other expenses. 

Applying for tuition assistance does not influence admissions decisions.

CONTACTING 
THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE

FJA’s Admissions Office is open from 
8:00am - 4:00pm Monday through Friday.

Tours are available from
8:30am - 3:00pm Monday through Thursday 
and 8:30am - 2:00pm on Fridays.

Arielle Endelman, Director of Admissions
Phone: 248-671-3248
Fax: 248-592-0022
Email: aendelman@frankelja.org

FJA is located on the campus of the Jewish Community Center of 
Metropolitan Detroit.

6600 W. Maple Road
West Bloomfield, MI 48322
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