










Bonding Under M.G.L. Chapter 71, Section 16(d) Debt Exclusion Vote
Acton Approved by nearly unanimous vote on 4/4/16
Arlington Approved by 165-31 vote (84%-16%) on 5/9/16 To be held on 6/14/2016
Belmont Not approved by 81-141 vote on 5/4/2016
Bolton Approved by estimated 181-9 vote (95%-5%) on 5/2/16 Approved 237-146 (62%-38%) on 5/9/16
Boxborough Non-disapproval
Carlisle Non-disapproval
Concord Approved by nearly unanimous vote on 4/5/16 Approved 745-259 (74%-26%) on 4/14/16
Dover Approved by estimated 900-15 vote on 5/2/16
Lancaster Approved by unanimous vote on 5/2/16 Approved 251-153 (62%-38%) on 5/9/16
Lexington Approved by vote of 152-0 on 4/25/16
Lincoln Non-disapproval Approved 174-112 (61%-39%) on 3/28/16
Needham Approved by unanimous vote on 5/9/16
Stow Approved by estimated vote of 177-12 (94%-6%) on 5/2/16 Approved 284-160 (64%-36%) on 5/10/16
Sudbury Non-disapproval
Wayland Non-disapproval
Weston Non-disapproval

Town votes within 60 days of School Committee's 3/15/16 bonding authorization vote. 
Absence of a vote / "non-disapproval" is deemed a "yes" vote.
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Planned Activities during the Requested 180-Day Extension  
(July 30, 2016 – December 30, 2016) 

 
Projected Dates, Milestones & Actions Comments 

  

May 4, 2016 – Belmont Town Meeting votes to disapprove the project by 
a vote of 141-81. 

Given the discussion on May 4th and subsequent statements from 
Belmont officials, it appears that Belmont believes the school is too 
large, that non-member communities will not contribute to capital 
costs, and that Belmont’s own high school should take priority over 

the Minuteman project. 
  

May 4, 2016 and Ongoing – The District meets with District stakeholders 
to confirm Belmont’s reasons for disapproval and work to re-engage 

Belmont in the process. 

Officials from the remaining district communities have been 
speaking with Belmont stakeholders to encourage reconsideration. 

  
May 17, 2016 – The District School Committee meets to discuss the 

Belmont vote and agrees to continue to pursue local approval by seeking 
an extension of MSBA’s Feasibility Study 

No votes were taken, but there appeared to be unanimous 
consensus to submit a request to MSBA for an extension of the 

deadline to secure local approval. 
  

May 18, 2016 – District officially requests an extension from MSBA 

The District seeks the extension to secure local approval by (1) 
engaging the Belmont stakeholders and (2) simultaneously preparing 
for School Committee votes under either Chapter 71, Sections 16(d) 

or 16(n). 
  

May-June 30, 2016 – The District continues meeting with Belmont 
officials and Town Meeting members to clarify and overcome objections, 

laying the groundwork for another effort to secure approval from the 
Town of Belmont via Chap 71 16(d) 

This work is critical.  Time is needed to help improve chances for 
success. 

  
By July 15, 2016 – School Committee votes to reauthorize debt under 

Chapter 71, Section 16(d) 
Member towns have 60 days in which to hold a Town Meeting to 

disapprove. 
  

September 1, 2016 – The District holds meetings with Town Clerks in the 
District’s member towns to prepare for a possible district-wide 

referendum. 

Only two similar elections have ever been held before, one at Bay 
Path Regional Vocational Technical High School in Charlton, the 
other at Franklin County Technical School in Turners Falls.  From 

what we have been told, the planning process will take 45-60 days. 
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By September 15, 2016 – If no town disapproves the debt or makes it 
contingent on a subsequent Proposition 2½ debt exclusion vote,  

the project is approved. 

If a Town Meeting vote is contingent on a related Prop 2½ vote, we 
might not know the final outcome for a few days (or possibly weeks) 

later.  This fact adds a further bit of uncertainty to this calendar.  
That is why we have believe 180 days allows the district to respond 

as noted below. 
  

By October 15, 2016 (or earlier if Belmont remains in opposition) – The 
District School Committee votes to call for a district-wide referendum to 
approve debt under Chapter 71, Section 16(n) and sets the date for the 

district-wide referendum 

If Belmont reaffirms its opposition to the project, the District School 
Committee will call for a District-wide election under 16(n).  While 

the district is reluctant to subject the towns that supported the 
project to a district-wide referendum, it may occur earlier and be the 

only option available should outreach efforts to Belmont fail. 
  

By December 30, 2016 – District-wide referendum held on one day in all 
member communities 

The aggregate vote total will determine whether the debt is 
approved or rejected. Given the overall support for the project as 

confirmed in votes to date, the district believes the majority of 
voters will support this project. 
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