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Meet the Principal
By: Anita Hunt and Stefan Milea
Last week, Anita and Stefan from the School Magazine
enrichment club met with the school Principal, Mr Ian Smith,
to find out more about his vision and ambition for the school,
and what motivates him to make Brooke House College a hub
for learning and development. Here is the
full interview:

How long have you been Principal?
I have been Principal here for only three
weeks and we have already completed an
ISI inspection! Before Brooke House, I was
a Vice Principal in the UK, Switzerland, and
India.

What motivates you to make Brooke
House College a better place?
I would say I am very motivated by the
ethos and the atmosphere here. It is a
place where students show courtesy, pride
and determination. I want to enable every
student to be the best version of
themselves. Also, trying to build back
better after the pandemic is a great
motivation. The school has had to deal
with lots of challenges in recent years and
deserves the opportunity to grow and
glow in the years ahead.

What other jobs have you had before Brooke House
College?
I started teaching after completing training at Leicester
University and been on Senior Leadership Teams for twenty
years in state, independent and international schools. I
worked as an Assistant Principal at Ranelagh School in Ascot
between 1997 and 2004 and after completing the NPQH
become Deputy Head at Redham College, a boarding school
in Wokingham, Berkshire. In 2007, I was promoted to VicePrincipal at Surbiton High School, an HMC girls selective
school, for eight years leading pupil development, wellbeing
and enterprise learning. A family move took us to Geneva in
Switzerland as ex-pats, completed an MBA and worked as a
senior leader at the International School of Geneva (Ecolint),
where the IB

originated. I have recently worked for GEMS to establish an allthrough 4-18 IB World School in Kochi, South India before joining
Brooke House this academic year.

What changes do you want to make in the college?
Lots of necessary changes to the location
of classrooms, to enrichment, to our
School Council, embedding the UN
Sustainable Development Goals and
introducing High Performance Learning
(HPL). I also want to introduce more
validated qualifications and activities
enabling students to develop leadership,
enterprise and employment skills for
their future. We are also working on a
new catering and social facility at the
Angel Hotel.

What are some of the hobbies you
have?
I am an author and I enjoy reading
different genres. I enjoy sports such as
football, cricket and running and I am
interested to develop and coach
enterprise and business skills. Passionate
about advocacy, I am a journalist and
lead writer for Global Geneva magazine. I
hope to introduce a programme called
Youth Writes and encourage students to
blog or share their creative writing on a wider platform,
particularly to promote sustainability and innovation to
address the climate crisis. I enjoy writing a weekly Principal’s
blog and hope it might inspire others.

What’s your opinion about the food here?
This is an interesting question because one of the feedback
questions for the inspection was related to food. I would suggest
it's very nutritious with very good portions and it's served with a
sense of quality and customer service. The breakfast and evening
meals are superb. There could be more vegetarian options and we
need to appreciate cultural differences and preferences. Space is
the main concern. I think it is, as we transition to the Angel in the
next six months, you will see that there will be a top-notch
professional delivery and service, which is hotel standard, and
that will be a big, big leap forward with Lee’s catering team.

Do you think Angel is big enough for the canteen?
Yes. I mean, we've got a big, big space, so there will be room
to eat for approximately 160 in one sitting, but I can't give too
much away about this, but you are good journalists for
probing, but there will be a separate room where there'll be a
much more kind of bit like a sort of cafe environment. The
School Council will have the opportunity to contribute to the
design and decoration. Gary Brown, our Estates Manager, will
be presenting to them soon.

Our town is also great, with lots of bookshops, including excellent
charity shops that have brilliant books. I just bought six books
today for 10 pounds. They're all over there and they're really good
books. So I love going around all of the, independent shops and
bookshops like Quinn's for example, etc. I’m also a Rotarian, so I
have a meeting on Sunday where I think I'm going to establish a
second Rotary club in Market Harborough, and I will, if I achieve
that, we'll want to create a new Rotary Interact club for young
people, 14 to 19, which I'm going to bring to Brooke House
College. The Welland Valley club used to meet at The Angel, and I
look forward to galvanizing, or regenerating, this community
engagement.

It's really cool that you're doing work within Market
Harborough as well!
Absolutely. And I think you should be doing the same. I want to
see your first art exhibition probably celebrated in Angel, in our
new facility. I want your art all around it and then we'll invite the
community artists to come and do their presentations and lots of
enterprises, lots of small business work, young enterprise, social
entrepreneurship artwork, creativity, poetry.

What are some of your biggest accomplishments?

I am curious if the school is going to use both locations
for catering?
Everything will move full over there now, you can understand
that by moving the whole facility across, we don't move it as
it is. We're building a brand new, high spec catering facility.
It's, you know, a lot of money we're putting into a brilliant
facility across that when you've got such an incredibly
amazing building, you've then got the chance to make it very,
very special downstairs. I think for any school, catering is
important because it's where you actually meet, where you
connect, and where you collaborate. That's going to be whole
day long. It's not just going to be sittings. There's going to be
flexibility, to actually meet collaboratively, use the rooms in
more of a cafe setting than what we have at the moment,
which is eating in two rooms in 12 Leicester Rd and spilling
over into the common room, which you know, is not
satisfactory. And that's why we're moving. And I want that to
happen as soon as is possible. It's important. Why? Because it
frees up space for the classrooms, a new reception
downstairs and we can have classrooms and facilities in this
block too. Yeah, we are very excited about this move. It is a
considerable investment by our proprietors.

Well, I do have a lifetime honour from HRH Queen Elizabeth,
which is called the Queen's Award for Enterprise, which is given
usually to businesses, every year, it's conferred to seven people
that promote enterprise or innovation in the United Kingdom. I
received that award in 2013 and remain the only teacher to have
received it. It's an acknowledgement for promoting enterprise
learning and entrepreneurship in a school setting. Hopefully I am
about to link up again with one of my collaborators David Harkin
CEO 8Billionideas on these enterprise initiatives and bring to
Brook House College. Developing partnerships and networks is
important for our progress, and I want to create projects with the
Diana Award Team, High Performance Learning, Wildhearts Social
Entrepreneurs and Qseries (Curiosity Driven Learning).

Whenever you are not at Brooke House, what is your
life like outside?
Well, I'm thrilled that in 50 minutes I can get down to London.
Some weekends, I will go down to London for one or two
days. I will obviously be here to support boarding
commitments, but my daughter has just started at Warwick
University. She's got friends in London; I've got friends in
London, so we move about quite a lot. So that's a real big plus
about living here, Great Bowden. I walk down to the station
and off I go in 50 minutes down to Kings’ Cross, which is
amazing.

Yes, I am proud of my family, that's the most important thing,
proud of what I've done as a human in my little contribution to
the world, to encourage and engage students in project-based
learning, with encouraging results along the way. I'm proud of
those student outcomes, but I think in terms of something that I
personally received, it would be that honour. I love the fact I got a
Duke of Edinburgh gold award as well.

I'm really proud of that. And that was really hard work, I
remember. But, yeah, particularly the Queen's Award for
Enterprise in 2013, Google it, you'll see me on that.
Surbiton High School Vice Principal is Awarded the Queen's
Award for Enterprise Promotion (unitedlearning.org.uk)

should have in every classroom and in our enrichment
programmes.
‘The rising tide lifts all the boats’ noted JFK, a phrase recently
quoted by the mercurial Eric Cantona, captures the essence of
High-Performance Learning – it is about building capacity across
our whole community to cultivate a climate for development and
improvement, to be the best we can be, to grow and glow, to go
far....together.

For the last question, can you please tell us more about
HPL?
Yeah. I'd be excited to. It's called High Performance Learning
or HPL, and means we promote high performance in
classrooms, on the football pitch, in the arts, enterprise
learning or any form of creativity. You have to practice
meaningfully and you have to reach a level of mastery that
allows you to, for example like Marcus Rashford, become an
expert or champion successful in whatever field you have. So
high-performance learning is a coaching model. It's created
by Professor Deborah Eyre; she was in charge of the National
Academy for Gifted and Talented Learners in the United
Kingdom. She wrote an inspiring and ground-making article
called Room at the Top. And she was saying, well, why can't
we ensure every learner can reach world class high
performance. High-Performance Learning uses neuroscience
research that's been developed to support gifted and
talented learners to be available to absolutely every learner.
You start from the position that we all have skills, talents, and
passions – superpowers of human agency. And if you can
identify and find those in the learner and then expose them
to what's called advanced cognitive competencies or skills,
plus behavioural areas around perseverance, grit,
commitment, trying hard and working hard. The brain is
neuroplastic and is constantly changing until you're 25, 30, so
that you can constantly develop and mature. You don't just
finish school. It's constantly growing all those connections to
develop the cognitive capacity and learning power.
Everybody has it. The difference is that we don't all learn at
the same time and we don't all learn in the same
environment.
So, we're investing in this and it's a programme to give us a
resource, a coaching pathway. We're going to become a
world-class HPL school within two years. If we are successful,
we become part of their fellowship. There are not many
schools at the moment that are involved. There are only,
some top high-performing schools across the world, but
we're joining a number of schools this year on the fifth
cohort, and we've got a drive team and myself, the
Vice Principal, the Head of Maths, and our Head of
Art/Creativity. The four of us are driving this forward
so that every single part of the community gets
involved in the next few weeks and months. And then
we have two years to progress these standards and get
to high performance across every element of the
school.
I'm really interested to take the outstanding coaching
we have in the Football Academy; I think we have five
UEFA badge holders and Mikey Adams our Technical
Director. They are top coaches and each day drill our
students, in terms of performance on the pitch, girls
and boys. It's not everybody. Whilst neither of you are
involved in the Football Academy, you can learn from
the
outstanding coaching that happens on the pitches,
because it's the level of coaching that we

Dyslexia Awareness Week
Dyslexia Awareness Week
This year’s theme for Dyslexia Awareness Week is:
‘Invisible’
Of course, it is easy to understand why this might be a
good theme to explore. When you look at a person you
cannot tell if they might be a dyslexic learner.
Dyslexia is not very visible.

In the spotlight this month….

Students Of The Month

By: Lynet Heng and Mooktapa Senamuang (Pearl)
This week, Lynet and Pearl caught
up with Rihanna and asked her to
shed light on her background and
experience as a female footballer
player at Brooke House College,
and here is what she had to say:

Could you please introduce
yourself?

Alex Karacayli

Conrad Cook

Toby Peil

‘I am Rihanna Said, 14 years old;
my family are originally from
Yemen; I was born and raised in
Kenya, and now I’m studying at
Brooke House College in Market
Harborough’.

When did you start playing football? What made you
get to football?
‘I started playing football at the age of 4. I was always around
my dad and his friends; I was raised around men. I am always
into stuff that boys like because of how much time I spend
with them.

What inspired you to play football?
‘Definitely my grandpa and some successful and talented
players like Lionel Messi and Diego Maradona’.

Have you ever felt underestimated because you’re a
female?
‘Yes, quite a lot. Some of the other players in the team will
think that because I'm a girl I might not have enough skills,
but I am confident enough, so I just look back at them and
smile because I know my strengths. I always pursue my
passion and focus more on my training.

Malika Sarsenova

Sereysetha Limkheang

Samuel Kuchcik

Teacher Of The Month
Miss Chrysa Chlomisiou
Nominated by students

Lifestyle Tips

What are your favourite sports quotes?
“When people succeed, it’s because of hard work, luck has
nothing to do with success” “When you win, you don’t get carried away’’. D. Maradona.
‘These quotes are constant inspiration for me.

What do you think about BHC-FA?
Amazing school, everyone here treats you like family and you
wouldn’t feel alone at all. All staff and students, especially the
coaches that I’ve been training with for these past 3 years,
have been very supportive which has allowed me to be a
better person with better skills.

~ Click on the photo to be directed to this month lifestyle tips or
click the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNVIxA8kFdM

Mental Health Day
Upcoming Events Within Brooke House
•
•

Halloween Party
Red card to racism

At Brooke House we recently celebrated mental health
day where we learnt that it is important for us to take a
break and to keep a balance between our social lives and
schoolwork.

For any ideas for future events tell your houses student council representative

Meet your Student Council
We are pleased to introduce our student council for 2021-2022.
Our council Presidents, Snehit Swamy and Anita Hunt, are here to
help all of our students and to give them voice within the school.

Our Enrichment Program
Our enrichment program for our non-footballer students
includes activities such as music, journalism, team sports, like
dodge ball, badminton, chess, and creative writing.

Our ‘Must Watch’ Recommendations
•

Try not to stop laughing – Funny video compilation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DODLEX4zzLQ

•

Math professor fixed projector prank, April Fool
Prank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9NQatn*e0xg

•

A+ Student mentality – best study motivation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6BtbIiJ_rc

•

Brain Tricks – This is how your brain works
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiTz2i4VHFw

•

Kindness & joy (short animated video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXcTvbLwsRs

