
Refer to the COVID-19 Contact Tracing 
Guide for K–12 Schools for protocols.

Quarantine  
at home

They can return to school if:
1.  No fever within the 

past 24 hours (without 
medication) 

AND
2.  Symptoms have 

significantly improved

Return  
to school

Is the exposed person (close contact) fully vaccinated** OR have 
they tested positive in the past three months and recovered?

Remain  
at school

No need to quarantine 
but they should:

1.  Get tested three to 
five days after known 
exposure

2.  Continue wearing 
a mask in all public 
indoor settings

3.  Watch for symptoms 
for 14 days after close 
contact 

They can return to 
school after 10 days have 
passed since symptoms 
first appeared if:
1.  No fever within the 

past 24 hours (without 
medication) 

AND
2.  Symptoms have 

significantly improved

Students may do modified quarantine and continue in-
person learning if:
1.  They test negative at least two times for the 

seven days after exposure 
AND
2.  They do not participate in sports, extracurricular 

activities, or any community activities during the  
7-day period.

3.  They do not have COVID-19 symptoms
4.  They continue to wear a mask

Identify and Care for  
Close Contacts at School

Do they have symptoms?

If there is a COVID-19 positive person at school:

YES

Test for  
COVID-19

Test for  
COVID-19

Isolate 
at home

Follow Test to Stay protocol

2

NO

** A person is fully vaccinated against COVID-19 when they’ve had two doses of the 
Moderna or Pfizer vaccine or one dose of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine and at least 
two weeks have passed since the last dose. 

***Confirmatory viral test may be a NAAT or an additional antigen test

YESYES

NO

NODo they have symptoms?

NO

They test 
NEGATIVE 

for 
COVID-19

YES

They test 
POSITIVE 

for 
COVID-19 
OR do not 
get tested

Is the exposed person 
a student AND is the 

school offering  
Test to Stay?

They test NEGATIVE 
for COVID-19 with 

an antigen test 
AND test negative 
with a confirmatory 

viral test***

They test NEGATIVE for 
COVID-19 with an antigen test 
AND do not get a confirmatory 
viral test OR test positive with 

a confirmatory viral test***

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-230-ContactTracingGuideFAQSchools.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-230-ContactTracingGuideFAQSchools.pdf

