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Top 1% of schools nationally

The last half term has been
enjoyable, challenging,
rewarding and uplifting in
equal measure.
The challenges of the initial in
school Lateral Flow Testing at
the start of term were
superseded by the challenges
of the vaccination
programme, and then most
recently with the ongoing
issues linked to student and
staff absence because of
positive PCR tests.
Throughout this period, I can
only compliment the staff and
students in meeting all of
these challenges with great
patience and resilience.
On a more uplifting note, the
return to school in slightly
more 'normal 'circumstances

without the restrictions of year
group bubbles was hugely
welcomed. It has been
brilliant to see younger
students show
great excitement at sampling
new subjects and use
technical equipment for
example in Science labs,
Food rooms and Design
Technology workshops. It has
also been uplifting to see
students in all year groups
participate in so many extra
curricular activities from
Lacrosse , Rugby, Craft Club,
Reading Club and Duke of
Edinburgh programmes.
These experiences have been
enhanced by having visitors in
school, and the normal high
quality lessons delivered by
our passionate and caring
staff.
In the last term we have also
welcomed BAM construction
onto the school site. This
team will be responsible for
building our new school which
we hope will be complete by
Autumn term 2024. As stated
previously the new school will
give us state of the art
facilities which will provide

excellent working conditions
for staff, and an outstanding
learning environment for
students. What was once a
hope is now becoming a
wonderful reality!
Finally, I cannot finish without
referencing the school's 3rd
consecutive Outstanding
Ofsted report which places
the school in the top 1% of
schools nationally to achieve
this accolade. The two days
of the inspection were almost
surreal such was the intensity
of the experience. However,
we all feel the report
accurately reflects the school.
The comments within the
report are very pleasing but
we know we can do better
and still have more to give to
our wonderful students and
staff.
As always none of the
positives outlined above
would be possible without
your support for which we are
always grateful and thankful.
Have a restful and enjoyable
half term.

Mr Samra, Headteacher
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Thank You
A huge thank you to our community
volunteers who generously gave up
their time so that we could offer onsite flow testing to all our students.
They have played a crucial part in
making the start of school significantly
safer for all of us!

Visit from Zoolab
Our Y10 GCSE Geography
students had a fabulous day
involving a visit from Zoolab and
their animals.
They got the opportunity to discuss
human impacts on the rainforest,
how this can be managed and hold
some amazing animals including
snakes, rats and insects!
A massive well done to our Y10s
whose behaviour and positive
attitude was fabulous.
Well done all!

Global Virtues Ambassadors
Southam College are pleased to announce their Global Virtues ambassadors for
2021-22.
We are excited to make a difference!
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Great Start for the Sixth Form!
Welcome back to Year 13 students as we come to the end of the first half
term of autumn. You engaged very well with remote learning during the
spring and I have been impressed by the start that most Year 13s have
made during this first half term – keep it up and you will continue to
succeed!
It has also been a really good start for Y12 who
have celebrated their GCSE results and now
begin AS with relish. It’s a massive step up from
GCSE to A level, so it is really important to use
time as wisely as possible and see your teachers
or tutor if you are having any difficulties.
Overall, attendance in both years has been
excellent. This is a really good start to the new
academic year, keep it up!
Mr Bradbury, Head of Sixth Form

UCAS Update

courses - is it exams, coursework
or a mixture?

It’s that time of year when Y13
students are thinking about
their future – whether it is for
university, employment or
college, we are here to help. In
terms of UCAS, the main time
to be getting forms and
personal statements
completed is now. The sooner
your form is completed, the
sooner you will hear back and
start receiving offers.

5.Make sure you know what your
predicted grades are for your
application - these are not the
same as your target grades!

Top tips for UCAS
1. Research your course options
and university choices widely there's loads of courses out there!
2. Check what type of degree you
will be applying for - honours or
foundation?
3. Find out what types of jobs you
can get with the course you are
applying for.
4. Research the methods of
assessments for the different degree

6.Choose at least 2 back up
options on your 5 choices in case
you don't get offers from some
courses.
7. Go on open days and visit as
many places as possible - all
universities are different.

8. Work hard on your personal
statement and make it interesting especially your opening line!
9. Don't leave it to the last minute the earlier the better, especially for
popular courses.
10. BE HONEST - it's your personal
application and every personal
statement is checked for plagiarism.
Keep up to date with UCAS
information, follow us on twitter
twitter.com/SouthamCollege
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Year 11 Geography Trip
On the 14th-16th of September our Y11 GCSE Geographers had the
opportunity to conduct some fieldwork on the River Mynd at Carding Mill Valley,
Shropshire. Each group had to assess how the river changes as they moved
downstream looking at depth, width, velocity, and sediment size. Using their
established knowledge of rivers, they all made a hypothesis and spent the day
gathering data to test this. Our GCSE Geographers used a variety of equipment
such as quadrats, ranging poles and tape measures to test their theory. They
also got to explore the Carding Mill Valley area and see who could locate the
waterfall first!
All the students who attended demonstrated fantastic behaviour, manners and
resilience which were commented on multiple times by the site staff and by
other visitors. They all successfully completed their fieldwork and had a
fabulous time doing this, making it a real memorable experience. Well done
Year 11, we are very proud of you!

6th Form Debate Society
Congratulatons to Izzy and Corla who have
been nominated as Chair and Vice Chair for
the 6th form Debate Society.
We meet every Thursday lunchtime in S2 and
discuss a range of subjects ranging from Politics,
Sociology, Philosophy and Ethics, Media,
Psychology and Natural Sciences.
If you are interested please speak to Mrs
Savage

LGBTQ+ Workshop
On 29th September, Years 8 and 9 had the
opportunity to listen to Izzy T perform some of her
songs and deliver a talk to the students. The talk
focused on mental health, body image, LGBTQ+
issues and disabilities. All the students were listening
and answering Izzy's questions, and getting into the
music as well with some head banging! We’d like to
say a huge thank you to Izzy T too who has been a
new perspective for the students to hear from, and
also took photos with the students too.
Mr. Faulkner, LGBTQ+ Ambassador

Bio Art Attack Competition
Congratulations to everyone who entered
the Bio Art Attack Competition, there were
lots of impressive entries (a few are shown
here).
HAPS have been awarded to all entrants
for participation and 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize.
Winners will be informed by their form
tutors and heads of house will award the
Amazon vouchers

PTSA
In 2020/21 we funded over £5000 worth of support for students in school.
Including, Science Dept, Media Studies Dept, Textiles Dept, PE Dept, Art Dept,
Drama Dept, Maths Dept, Echo Eternal 2021, Lifespace Mental Health and
Wellness Mentoring.
We are looking forward to having more face to face events in 2021/22 but
here are some of the ways that you can support us from home. Please
sign up to these initiatives if you can and help us improve and enhance the
student’s experiences.

Please get in touch at southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com or message us on our
Facebook page if you have any questions.
We are always looking for new members.

S O U T H A M ' S P O E T L A U R E AT E
SEARCH 2021
WINNERS ANNOUNCED!
The English department would like to congratulate Lydia and
Thomas on winning the Southam Poet Laureate Search 2021. We
were torn between these two poems; one so wonderfully sums
up a day in the life at Southam College and the other feels like it
takes us for a stroll around the town.
Thank you to everyone who entered - we thoroughly enjoyed
reading your entries. HAPs will be on the way to you very soon!

Kindess. Confidence. Resillence.

By Lydia C, Year 7

A safe place to be.
School is a place to feel safe and secure, nothing to worry
about, nothing at all.
A place to be confident.
School is a place to feel confident, a place to try new things
and test resilience.
A place to be honest and kind.
School is a place to be honest and kind, build up trust and not
tell lies.
Report to the office if trouble is caused.
If something goes wrong, to the student office, teachers will
guide you and help you with it.
A place for obedience.
School is a place to be obedient, do as you are told, get along
with your teachers and the busy classrooms will feel like home.
A place for learning.
School is a place of learning, to learn how to deal with the
world, to learn who you are, to learn how to be the best you
can be.

Southam.

By Thomas B, Year 8
A market town, not a village
Surrounded by fields and farms
Through which many a dog walker roams,
Passing cows and curious horses
Along the Rivers Itchen and Stowe
Where wonderful wildlife resides.
A holy well, an ancient drovers’ road,
The old mint,
A manor house,
The site of a battle, and even
A mention in Shakespeare’s works!
History abounds in this modest market town.

Condover Hall 2021 Netball Trip
The anxious wait for a netball trip has come to an end. 45 students ranging
from year 9-11 attended the Condover Hall trip for a weekend of netball and
fun filled activities this September.
The trip was fantastic, the girls conducted themselves brilliantly throughout the full
weekend and represented the school brilliantly.
The year 9s took two teams who battled hard over the weekend, playing a variety of
school and clubs. They somehow managed to pick up a few knocks and injuries
over the weekend which meant the girls had to pull together and work together as a
whole squad to cover each other. The teams finished in 5th and 6th respectively.
Similarly to the year 9s the year 10s had two teams. Both teams played the best
netball I have seen them play since starting Southam College which is brilliant
considering they have had such a long time off due to COVID. One of the teams
managed to finish in 6th place and the other finished in 4th place after the round
robin matches securing their space in the semi-finals. Once in the semi-finals the
girls managed to find a final gear and beat the top placed team 7-6, gaining their
place in the final. Unfortunately, they lost in the final but did secure a fantastic 2nd
place overall.
Finally the year 11s attended what could be their last netball tour representing
Southam College. The girls came up against some really tough clubs and schools
and they had to dig in deep physically to match up to some of the bigger clubs. The
girls played some very skilful netball married with some wonderful shooting, finishing
the competition in 6th place.
Overall the girls played some brilliant netball over the weekend and made some
really nice memories.
Well done,
Mrs Turton, Mrs Herbage, Miss Evans, Miss Carro and Miss Murphy.
Players of the weekend:
Year 9: Whole of Southam 1, Phoebe T
Year 10: Sophie H and Freya E
Year 11: Molly S

Allez Allez Ally!
A huge congratulation to Ally McClay.
Despite the last 18 months turmoil, Ally
has made it on to the development
programme with Wasps RUFC. His
dedication and commitment are to be
commended. He is joined here by
friends and possible future rivals, from
Worceseter Josh Elkerton and Charlie
Stephenson. We also wish Harry Lloyd
a speedy recovery from injury
( Worcester) and wish Thomas Hannay congratulations and luck making it through to
his final Northampton Saints Trail this coming month.

English Schools Cross-Country Cup 2021
1st Round at Princethorpe College
5th October - We had 6 teams
competing in our first Cross-Country
competition for 2 years at Princethorpe
College and the best runners in the
area.
All students acquitted themselves
brilliantly and were a credit to the
school, but special mentions go out to
Rose W and Bella B in the Junior Girls,
Emilio F in the Junior Boys, Esme DB
and Zoe S in the Inter Girls, Oliver W in
the Inter Boys, and the Senior Boys of
Charlie L, Austin T and Oliver S.
Team of the day, however, were our
Senior Girls Team, who finished an
excellent 2nd over all and will now
progress to the regional finals next
month. Our star runner was Madeleine
J. who, running against some strong sixth form athletes, left all in her wake to win in
impressive style.
Well done again to all of our runners, and I look forward to many more events in the
future.
Mr MacGibbon

Southam College are pleased to be celebrating World Inclusivity Week 2021. The week
highlights how as a community we believe everyone is valued and we wish to raise
awareness of a wide range of both religious and non-religious worldviews.

calEndar of events
Friday 22nd October
★ Year 12 and 13 BIG Sleep out for the Helping Hands Charity, supporting vulnerable people in
society. Please support Southam College students by sponsoring us:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/southam-college-bigsleepout2021

Monday 1st November
★ Year 8 Diwali workshops (Showing kindness to all faiths, cultures and ethnicities)
★ School canteen menu – Mexican Monday (Showing care for other cultures)

Tuesday 2nd November
★ Year 7 Hinduism workshops (Showing kindness to all faiths, cultures, and ethnicities)
★ School canteen menu - Jamaican Tuesday (Showing care for other cultures)

Wednesday 3rd November
★ Southam College to take part in the national ‘Wednesday Wave’ (Showing kindness to others)
★ Food Technology – Baking the world a better place – Samosa workshop (Showing care to other
cultures and faiths)
★ Year 12 and 13 University of Warwick lecture on ‘Race, ethnicity and multiculturalism’ from Dr H
Jones
★ School canteen menu – Roast Wednesday (Showing care for other cultures)

Thursday 4th November
★ Youth SACRE event – Students presenting Multi-Faith poetry based on the theme of Faith, Hope
and Love, Coventry
★ School canteen menu – Curry Thursday (Showing care for other cultures)

Friday 5th November
★ World Kindness day – Throw kindness around like confetti – Southam College students to take part
in World Kindness day 2021 by celebrating and highlighting their acts of kindness (Showing
kindness to all)
★ Southam College’s Macmillan Coffee morning for staff and students (Showing kindness to all)
★ School canteen menu – Fish Friday (Showing care for other cultures)

Tuesday 9th November
★ Year 9 Diwali and Bollywood workshop (Showing kindness to all faiths, cultures, and ethnicities)

Thursday 11th November
★ Southam College's craft club and Global Virtues and cultural ambassadors create
poppies for Remembrance Day (Showing kindness to all who fought)

October Half Term
Reading Recommendations
HAPS for book reviews (any book, minimum 50 words.) Please take reviews to
HAPS for book reviews received October 24th-31st (any book, minimum 50
the library, email to jones.s6@welearn365.com or put on your Reading Cloud
words.) Email your reviews to jones.s6@welearn365.com or publish on the
account.
Reading Cloud.

KS3
Penelope Lively – The Ghost of Thomas Kempe

Bottles have been smashed, doors slammed and strange messages scrawled
everywhere.
And James is being blamed.
It’s not fair.
Why won’t his parents believe in ghosts?
Because the ghost of Thomas Kempe is very real. And he’s got it in for James …

Anthony Horowitz – Groosham Grange

Sent to Groosham Grange as a last resort by his parents, David Eliot quickly
discovers that his new school is a very weird place indeed. New pupils are
made to sign their names in blood, the French teacher disappears every full
moon and the assistant headmaster keeps something very chilling in his room.

Derek Landy – Skulduggery Pleasant

Stephanie’s Uncle Gordon is a writer of horror fiction. But when he dies and
leaves her his estate, Stephanie learns that while he may have written horror it
certainly wasn’t fiction.
Pursued by evil forces, Stephanie finds help from an unusual source – the
wisecracking skeleton of a dead sorcerer …

KS4

Kim Curran – Slay

When Milly arrives home to discover that her mum has been taken over by
something very evil, she finds herself in mortal danger. But the last people she
expects to rescue her are the boys in the hottest band on the planet!
Enter SLAY – playing killer gigs, and slaying killer demons. Suddenly, Milly’s on
the road with JD, Tom, Niv, Zek and Connor, helping save the world, one gig at a
time …

Dave Shelton – Thirteen Chairs

Jack stands in the dark on the landing of the sinister old house.
He peers through a crack in the door …
A high-ceilinged room lit only by candles.
Thirteen chairs, one empty.
Twelve mysterious storytellers, waiting to begin.
Will he dare to listen to their stories?
Will he dare to tell his own?

Bram Stoker – Dracula

Count Dracula’s castle is a hellish world where night is day, pleasure is pain and
the blood of the innocent is prized above all. Young Jonathan Harker is begged
by locals not to go there – but business must be done.
So Jonathan approaches the dark gates and then his nightmare begins. His
beloved wife, Mina, and other lost souls have fallen under the Count’s horrifying
spell. Dracula must be destroyed …
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do
so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to
act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine
the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant
the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the
‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed
Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the
parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each
absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will
receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for both children,
this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set
out on the notice, the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s
Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under S444
Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices.
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 31,196 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn term 2019.
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