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Tanglin’s 3-14 Curriculum Framework 

 

 

Overview: 
 

Tanglin has developed its own curriculum framework from Nursery to Year 9 (students aged 3 to 14). 

The overall aims of the framework are to: (i) ensure clear, planned progression across the whole school, 

within each subject discipline (ii) ensure that the curriculum is relevant to our students and our Tanglin 

context (iii) provide the best possible foundations for the Upper School and the Sixth Form, at Tanglin or 

elsewhere. 

The new framework has 5 'Milestones'; the first at the end of Year 1 and then at two-year intervals up to the 

end of Year 9. 

For the academic year 2021-22, the framework is being used in all subjects up to Year 6 (the first year of 

Milestone 4) and in a pilot group of subjects – English, History, Music, Computer Science – in Year 8 (the first 

year of Milestone 5) 

For each subject, the Framework consists of the following 3 elements: 

Threshold Concepts  The key concepts or ‘big ideas’ of the subject; these are the concepts that we want 

our students to develop a deep understanding of as they progress through the 

school. 

Knowledge Categories The areas of knowledge within each concept area. 

Milestone Statements  What all students should know and be able to do at the end of each milestone, 

organised by Concept and Knowledge Category. 

  



3 

English 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Understanding Language Word Reading; Understanding; Responding 
Crafting to Communicate Making Choices (writing for purpose); Analysis (reading) 

Communicating with Accuracy Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar; Handwriting 

Making Connections Context; Comparison 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Understanding Language  
Word Reading 
 
 

Decode accurately using phonic strategies. 
Read age-appropriate common exception words. 
Use a range of strategies to read simple texts fluently. 

Understanding Demonstrate a basic understanding of the books that they read and those that are read 
to them. 

Responding Listen and respond appropriately to adults and peers. 
Give opinions and ask questions. 
Maintain attention and participate in a group conversation. 
Demonstrate a positive attitude towards reading. 

Crafting to Communicate  
Making 
Choices  

Use taught vocabulary and simple adjectives.  
Verbally tell simple stories using well-formed sentences.  
Discuss and improve language with a teacher. 
Write a sequence of logical sentences to form clear narratives. 

Analysis Read own writing to check it makes sense. 

Communicating with Accuracy 

Spelling, 
Punctuation 
and Grammar  

Write simple sentences that can be read by themselves and others 
Spell words phonetically using taught graphemes. 
Spell age-appropriate common exception words 
Name the letters of the alphabet in order.  
Read own writing aloud with a teacher, checking for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Handwriting Form and join letters in continuous cursive style. 

 

Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Understanding Language  

Word Reading 
 
 
 
 

Apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and 
morphology). 
Read age-appropriate common exception words. 
Read age-appropriate books with growing fluency and confidence. 
Explore the meaning of unfamiliar words in context. 

Understanding Retrieve and record simple details from texts. 
Make predictions from details stated and implied. 
Demonstrate understanding of texts through inference 
Recall main ideas from more than one paragraph. 

Responding Listen and respond with increasing maturity to adults and their peers, maintaining focus 
on the topic. 
Participate actively in discussions, presentations, performances and role play, with an 
increasing command of standard English. 
Provide a simple justification for their view. 
Show an awareness of different viewpoints. 
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Crafting to Communicate  
Making 
Choices 

Use some of the characteristic features of the type of writing used. 
Organise material into logical chunks. 
Select well-chosen adjectives to describe character and setting. 
Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve clarity. 

Analysis Begin to identify how language, structure, and form contribute to meaning. 
Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 

Communicating with Accuracy 

Spelling, 
Punctuation 
and Grammar 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
Spell age-appropriate common exception words. 
Spell words phonetically and using knowledge of morphology and etymology, applying 
taught rules and conventions. 
Use basic punctuation with some accuracy. 
Write simple and compound sentences. 
Begin to use complex sentences. 
Use the present and past tenses accurately. 
Basic grammatical rules are understood and applied accurately. 
Read writing aloud checking for sense and accuracy. 

Handwriting Form letters clearly and correctly, joining letters using a continuous cursive style. 

 

Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Understanding Language  

Word Reading 
 

Read age-appropriate common exception words. 
Apply knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology). 
Read age-appropriate books with fluency. 

Understanding Use a range of strategies to explore the meaning of unfamiliar words in context. 
Retrieve and record details from increasingly complex texts 
Draw inferences such as inferring character's feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions and justifying with evidence. 
Make predictions from details stated and implied. 
Recall and summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph. 
Identify recurring themes and elements of different stories, e.g. good over evil. 

Responding Recommend books to peers, giving reasons for choice. 
Offer a personal response with a justification for their view. 
Participate in discussion about increasingly complex books, taking turns and listening and 
responding to what others say. 

Crafting to Communicate  

Making 
Choices  

Plan, draft and write with purpose, exploring some language, structure and form. 
Edit and improve writing for effect. 
Use a growing range of more complex sentence types. 

Analysis Identify features of language, structure and form used by a writer. 
Discuss features of language, structure and form used by a writer and show an 
awareness of the effect on the reader. 

Communicating with Accuracy 

Spelling, 
Punctuation 
and Grammar  
 

Spell words phonetically applying taught rules and conventions. 
Spell age-appropriate common exception words. 
Write simple and compound sentences accurately. 
Punctuate simple sentences accurately and compound sentences with some success. 
Ensure correct use of tenses throughout a piece of writing. 
Common grammatical rules are understood and applied accurately. 
Edit work to improve accuracy. 

Handwriting Handwriting is clear and legible. 
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Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Understanding Language  
Word Reading Read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency. 

Understanding Use a range of strategies to explore the meaning of unfamiliar words in context. 
Draw a wide range of inferences, justifying with evidence 
Retrieve information from complex texts, with some precision. 
Summarise the key points of texts, using mostly their own words to show understanding 
of meaning. 
Identify and discuss themes and ideas in a wide range of written and spoken language. 

Responding Participate in discussion, listening and responding to what others say. 
Offer a personal response with use of some relevant evidence to support ideas. 
Offers an argument with some focus on a question. 

Crafting to Communicate  
Making 
Choices  

Write with purpose using the appropriate form and the conventions of a range of text 
types, with some success 
Use a wide range of interesting vocabulary for effect, with some success and some 
precision 
Use a range of techniques to create interesting and imaginative texts with greater 
confidence 
Be able to plan, draft, write, edit and improve to enhance effects. 
Use a range of sentence types for deliberate effect, with some success. 
Guide the reader using paragraphs to provide clarity, with some success. 
Use a wide range of cohesive devices within and across paragraphs. 

Analysis Identify common features of language, structure and form used by a writer (i.e. simile, 
personification, use of openings and endings) 
Discuss common features of language, structure and form used by a writer (i.e. simile, 
personification, use of openings and endings) and show an awareness of the effect on 
the reader. 

Communicating with Accuracy 

Spelling, 
Punctuation 
and Grammar  

Use a range of sentence types that are mostly accurate. E.g. most simple and compound 
sentences are accurate, but there may be errors in complex structures. 
Know the common rules of spelling and use them accurately. 
To use simple forms of present, past and future tense consistently and accurately, and 
attempt use of more complex tense forms. 
Common grammatical rules are understood and applied accurately, with some errors in 
more complex structures. 
Punctuate a range of sentence types mostly accurately. 
Edit work to improve accuracy. 

Handwriting Handwriting is clear and legible with a personal style. 

Making Connections 

Context Begin to identify links between the text and social, historical and literary context. 

Comparison Begin to make links and connections between texts. 
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Milestone 5 [Year 8 to Year 9] 
Understanding Language  

Word Reading Read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency. 
Understanding Use a range of strategies to explore the meaning of obscure and unusual words in 

context. 
Draw a wide range of complex inferences, justifying with precisely chosen evidence 
Retrieve information from complex texts, with precision. 
Summarise the key points of texts, using their own words to show understanding of 
meaning. 
Identify and discuss a range of themes and ideas in a wide range of written and spoken 
language. 
 

Responding Participate in discussion, listening attentively and responding by extending the subject 
matter. 
Can Offer a personal response with use of clearly relevant evidence to support ideas. 
Construct an argument with clear focus on a question. 
Offer alternative interpretations of a text. 

Crafting to Communicate  

Making 
Choices 

Write with purpose, knowing and using the conventions of a range of text types 
successfully 
Use a wide range of interesting vocabulary for effect, almost always successfully and with 
precision. 
Use a wide range of techniques to create interesting and imaginative texts with 
confidence 
Be able to plan, draft, write, edit and improve to enhance effects. 
Use a range of sentence types for deliberate effect, successfully. 
Guide the reader using paragraphs to provide clarity, successfully. 
Use a wide range of cohesive devices within and across paragraphs. 

Analysis Identify more complex features of language, structure and form used by a writer (e.g. 
extended metaphor, symbolism, some understanding of poetic form) 

Communicating with Accuracy 
Spelling, 
Punctuation 
and Grammar  

Use a range of sentence types accurately with few errors. 
Use paragraphs accurately with a range of devices to create cohesion, both within the 
paragraph and across the text. 
Spell ambitious and unfamiliar words accurately. 
Use a range of tense consistently and accurately. 
Understand and apply common grammatical rules accurately in most situations, with few 
errors. 
Punctuate a range of sentence types accurately with few errors. 
Edit work to improve accuracy. 

Handwriting Handwriting is clear and legible with a personal style. 
Making Connections 

Context Explain links between the text and social, historical and literary context. 

Comparison Explain links and connections between texts. 
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Mathematics 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

The Number System Representation; Properties; Manipulation 
Space, Shape and Measure Shapes and Solids; Transformation; Measurement; Position 

Data Data Representation; Data Interpretation; Probability 

Abstraction Algebraic Manipulation; Pattern; Algebraic Solving; Functions 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
The Number System 
Representation Identify and represent numbers to at least 50 using objects and pictorial 

representations, including the number line.  
Recall number bonds to 10 fluently; represent and use number bonds and related 
subtraction facts within 20. 

Properties Recognise the place value of digits in a 2-digit number up to 50. 
Compare and order numbers to 100 and with a given number identify one more and 
one less. 
Count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals and to 20 in words. 
Recognise and find a half/ a quarter of two/ four equal parts of an object, shape or 
quantity. 

Manipulation Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction (-
) and equals (=) signs. 
Add and subtract 1-digit and 2-digit numbers to 20, including zero.  
Count forwards in multiples of 2, 5 and 10s. 
Solve one step problems involving multiplication and division. 
Solve addition and subtraction problems involving missing numbers. 

Space, Shape and Measure 
Shapes and 
Solids 

Recognise and name common 2D and 3D shapes in different orientations and sizes. 

Measurement Compare, describe and solve practical problems for measuring: lengths/ heights, mass 
or weight, capacity/ volume and time. 
Measure and begin to record lengths and heights (in cm). 
Tell the time to the hour and half past the hour on analogue and digital clocks. 
Tell the time to the hour and half past the hour 
Recognise and know the value of different denominations of coins and notes. 

Position Describe position, direction and movement, including whole, half, quarter and three-
quarter turns. 

Data 

Data 
Interpretation 

Ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in different 
categories and sorting the categories by quantity. 
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Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
The Number System 

Representation Read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and in words. 
Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations. 
Recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent fractions with small denominators. 

Properties Recognise the place value of digits in a 3-digit number. 
Reason about the location of any 3-digit number in the linear number system, including 
identifying the previous and next multiple of 100 and 10.  
Compare and order numbers to 1000. 
Count up and down in tenths and understand how tenths arise. 

Manipulation Add and subtract mentally, including addition of numbers up to 3 digits. 
Add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of 
columnar addition and subtraction. 
Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables. 
Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using the 
multiplication tables that they know, including for 2-digit numbers multiplied by 1-digit 
numbers, using mental and formal written methods. 
Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects and amounts (unit and 
non-unit fractions with small denominators). 

Space, Shape and Measure 

Shapes and 
Solids 

Identify, draw/make and describe properties of 2D and 3D shapes with relevant 
vocabulary. 
Identify right angles. 
Identify horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular and parallel lines. 

Transformation Recognise angles as a property of a shape or a description of a turn. 

Measurement Measure the perimeter of simple 2-D shapes. 
Measure, estimate, compare, add and subtract: lengths (m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g); 
volume/capacity (l/ml). 

Data 

Data 
Representation 

Present data in bar charts, pictograms and tables. 

Data 
Interpretation 

Interpret bar charts, pictograms and tables. 
Solve problems with one or two steps using scaled bar charts, pictograms and tables. 
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Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
The Number System 

Representation Round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000. 
Read and write decimal numbers as fractions. 
Read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three decimal places. 
Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the same 
number. 
Solve problems which require knowing key percentage and decimal equivalents. 

Manipulation Add and subtract numbers mentally with increasingly large numbers. 
Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, including using column 
method. 
Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which 
operations to use and why 
Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a 1 or 2-digit number using a formal written method, 
including long multiplication for 2-digit numbers. 
divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 1-digit number using a formal written method of 
short division and interpret remainders appropriately for the context. 
Solve calculation problems involving multiplication and division including using their 
knowledge of factors and multiples, squares and cubes. 

Space, Shape and Measure 

Shapes and 
Solids 

Distinguish between regular and irregular polygons based on reasoning about equal 
sides and angles. 
Draw rectilinear shapes to given dimensions. 

Transformation Understand congruence. 

Measurement Convert between different units of metric measure. 
Calculate the perimeter and area of composite rectilinear shapes. 

Position Identify angles around a point and on a straight line; recognise 1/4, 1/2, 3/4 and one 
whole turn as multiples of 90º. 
Identify, describe and represent the position of a shape following a reflection or 
translation, using the appropriate language, and know that the shape has not changed. 
Describe positions on a coordinate grid (first quadrant). 

Data 

Data 
Representation 

Present data in more complex tables, including timetables. 

Data 
Interpretation 

Read and interpret more complex tables, including timetables. 
Interpret line graphs. 
Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in a line 
graph. 

 

  



10 

Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
The Number System 

Representation Round numbers to a given degree of accuracy. 
Properties Know and be able to find key types of numbers including factors, multiples, and primes. 

Manipulation Perform calculations using the order of operations and directed numbers. 
Understand the equivalence of fractions and ratios and convert between fractions, 
decimals, percentages, and ratios. 
Perform calculations using fractions, decimals, percentages, and ratios. 

Space, Shape and Measure 

Shapes and 
Solids 

Classify two-dimensional shapes and describe their properties. 

Measurement Use properties of angles (for example, angles on a straight line, around a point, 
vertically opposite, and in polygons). 
Find the area and perimeter of two-dimensional shapes. 
Convert between common units of measure. 

Position Represent location on a coordinate grid (with 4 quadrants). 

Data 

Data 
Representation 

Represent data using simple statistical diagrams. 

Data 
Interpretation 

Interpret data using statistical diagrams.  
Calculate measures of location and spread. 

Probability Use and apply the probability scale. 

Abstraction 

Algebraic 
Manipulation 

Form and manipulate algebraic expressions. 
Evaluate algebraic expressions by substituting directed numbers and using order of 
operations. 

Pattern Generate and describe sequences. 
Algebraic 
Solving 

Form and solve linear equations. 

Functions Plot coordinates that follow a pattern which is expressed algebraically. 
Describe a line by referring to its gradient. 
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Science 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Scientific Method Planning; Conducting Experiments; Evidence 
Living Things – Biology Structure and Function of Living Organisms; Heredity and Life Cycles; 

Organisms and their Environments; Variation, Adaptation and 
Evolution; Health and Disease 

Forces and Energy – Physics Matter and Energy; Forces and Motion; Sound, Light and Waves; 
Electricity and Magnetism; Earth in Space 

Properties of Matter - 
Chemistry 

Substance and Properties; Particles and Structure; Chemical Reactions; 
Earth and Atmosphere 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Scientific Method 

Planning With prompting, ask simple questions that can be tested.  
Use observations to suggest answers to questions. 

Conducting 
Experiments 

Gather and record data relevant to answering questions. 
With support, conduct simple tests e.g. comparing properties of different materials.  
Make relevant observations by examining objects.  
Offer ways of gathering evidence to answer a question. 

Evidence Identify key finding from an enquiry.  
With prompting, identify what might usefully be recorded, e.g. drawing structures of 
plants or recording changing day length. 

Living Things - Biology 
Structure and 
Function of 
Living 
Organisms 

Know that the world is made up of living and non-living things 
Notice that the human body has a number of systems, each with its own function. 

Heredity and 
Life Cycles 

Recognise that life (plants and animals) exists in a variety of forms. 

Health and 
Disease 

Know that exercise and diet affect general health. 

Forces and Energy - Physics 

Earth in Space Observe changes from day, night, month, seasonal change and year and how these are 
caused by position and movement of the Earth -  seasonal change. 
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Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Scientific Method 

Planning Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions. 
Conducting 
Experiments 

Set up simple and practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests. 
Make systematic and careful observations using a range of equipment, including 
thermometers and data loggers. 
Take and process repeat readings. 

Evidence Record findings using simple scientific language, drawings and labelled diagrams. 
Gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of ways to help to answer 
questions. 
Report on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, of results 
and conclusions. 
Report on findings from enquiries using displays or presentations. 
With prompting, identify that not all results may be trustworthy. 

Living Things - Biology 

Structure and 
Function of 
Living 
Organisms 

Recognise the human body has a number of systems, each with its own function. 

Heredity and 
Life Cycles 

Give reasons why life (plants and animals) exists in a variety of forms and goes through 
cycles. 

Organisms and 
their 
Environments 

Identify the habitats that provide living things with what they need. 

Forces and Energy - Physics 

Forces and 
Motion 

Know that there are contact and non-contact forces; describe how these affect the 
motion of objects. 

Sound, Light 
and Waves 

Demonstrate how light can be reflected, absorbed and enables us to see. 

Properties of Matter - Chemistry 

Substance and 
Properties 

Describe physical properties of materials and how these determine their uses. 
Relate the simple physical properties of some materials to how they can be investigated 
and compared. 

Earth and 
Atmosphere 

Compare and classify different rocks and the formation of soil & fossils. 

 

  



13 

Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Scientific Method 

Planning Ask relevant questions. 
Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions. 
Use test results to make predictions to plan a new investigation. 

Conducting 
Experiments 

Take measurements with reasonable accuracy and precision. 
Take repeat readings when appropriate. 

Evidence Record data and results using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables 
and bar charts. 
Record data and results using line graphs. 
Identify differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 
processes. 
Identify scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments. 

Living Things - Biology 
Structure and 
Function of 
Living 
Organisms 

Identify organ systems in the human body, each with its own function. 

Heredity and 
Life Cycles 

Explain why life (plants and animals) might exist in a variety of forms and goes through 
cycles. 

Organisms and 
their 
Environments 

Recognise habitats that provide living things with what they need. 

Variation, 
Adaptation and 
Evolution 

Apply knowledge of living things in order to classify according to observable features. 

Forces and Energy - Physics 
Forces and 
Motion 

Identify the effect of contact and non-contact forces; these affect the motion of 
objects. 

Sound, Light 
and Waves 

Explain how sound can be reflected & absorbed and enable us to hear. 

Electricity and 
Magnetism 

Demonstrate how electricity can make circuits work and can be controlled to perform 
useful functions. 

Earth in Space Understand that day, night, month, seasons and year are caused by the position and 
movement of the Earth and Moon in the Solar System. 

Properties of Matter - Chemistry 

Substance and 
Properties 

Find patterns for materials having physical properties which can be investigated and 
compared. 
Give reasons why physical properties of materials determine their uses. 

Particles and 
Structure 

Generalise why materials can exist in different states and that these states can 
sometimes be changed. 
Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes. 

 

Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Scientific Method 

Planning Ask relevant questions according to the type of enquiry. 
Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions. 
Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests. 

Conducting 
Experiments 

Collect enough numerical data, including repeat measurements if time. 

Evidence Record clear and accurate scientific diagrams, fully labelled and annotated with 
scientific terminology. 
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Present data in tables, using consistent decimal places and showing all units; include 
qualitative observations and averages if results are repeated. 
Construct line graphs with axes labelled with correct independent/dependent variables 
and units. 
Identify anomalous data on line graphs and draw an appropriate line of best fit. 
State a conclusion which describes the relationship between the variables; attempt to 
explain the conclusion, referring to logical scientific theory. 
Use correct scientific terminology to explain concepts, with the help of diagrams, 
pictures or symbols. 

Living Things - Biology 

Structure and 
Function of 
Living 
Organisms 

Know the seven shared characteristics of living things and be able to relate them to a 
wide range of organisms. 
Identify the building blocks of human body systems from atoms, to molecules, to whole 
organ systems. 
Describe the structure and function of the human skeleton and how it enables 
movement. 

Heredity and 
Life Cycles 

Show how living things can be classified according to observable features. 

Organisms and 
their 
Environments 

Identify the structures and describe the functions of plants in different habitats. 
Describe the interdependence of organisms within their environment in terms of 
feeding relationships, adaptation and environmental conditions. 

Variation, 
Adaptation and 
Evolution 

Justify how living things exhibit variation and adaptation and describe how these lead 
to evolution. 

Forces and Energy - Physics 
Matter and 
Energy 

Identify the different stores of energy and how energy is transferred. 
Identify different energy resources, their formation, and how electricity can be 
generated. 
Identify different energy resources, their formation, and explain simply how electricity 
can be generated. 

Forces and 
Motion 

Describe forces and the differences between them. 
Explain effects of balanced and unbalanced forces. 
Define pressure and its implications. 

Sound, Light 
and Waves 

Use the idea that light can be reflected & absorbed and enable us to see. 
Describe two types of waves and their properties. 
Describe how sound travels, and how sounds are detected. 

Electricity and 
Magnetism 

Arrange components to make circuits work and demonstrate how they can be 
controlled to perform useful functions 
Measure electric current in both series and parallel circuits. 

Properties of Matter - Chemistry 

Substance and 
Properties 

Describe different methods of separating substances. 

Particles and 
Structure 

Describe the arrangement of particles and how these relate to properties of matter. 
Understand the meaning of the terms: element, atom, compound and molecule. 
Identify elements as metals or non-metals in the Periodic Table 
Relate physical properties of metals to their uses. 
Know the terms around 'dissolving'. 
Describe solubility and properties of solutions. 
Describe diffusion using the particle model. 
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Art 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Recording Observation; Recording; Documentation 
Artists and Artworks Art and Context; Responding to Artists and Artworks; Analysing and 

Understanding Artworks 

Techniques, Media and Process Materials and Techniques; The Creative Process; Theories of Artmaking 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Recording 
Observation Record observations, recognise basic formal elements (e.g. shapes) within objects 

observed. 

Recording Begin to create sketches; arrange given images and to present developing ideas visually 
in a sketch book (simple layout).  

Documentation Explore the details of objects using relevant senses, identifying shapes and lines. Begin 
to compare objects, recognising a difference in size and shape. 

Artists and Artworks 

Art and Context Experience selected artworks/artists shared by the teacher and related to the topic 
being studied. 

Responding to 
Artists and 
Artworks 

Create artwork inspired by famous artists and crafts people. 

Analysing and 
Understanding 
Artworks 

Describe artworks, providing observations about colour, shape and subject. Share their 
opinions on the artwork, including emerging reasons and preferences. 

Techniques, Media and Process 

Materials and 
Techniques 

Explore a wide range of materials, beginning to understand how they differ and the 
effects that might be created. Begin to select and utilise appropriate tools and 
techniques. 

The Creative 
Process 

Begin to create with a purpose in mind, reflecting and revisiting work when prompted 
by an adult. Experiment with a variety of media. 

Theories of 
Artmaking 

Experiment with colour mixing, becoming more purposeful in their selection. 
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Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Recording 

Observation Recognise and record the basic formal elements of an object with developing accuracy. 
Demonstrate a structured approach to drawing. 

Recording Present ideas in a sketch book from given resources. Use sketches and annotation to 
record and document ideas.  Collect information and consider basic layout in 
sketchbook. 

Documentation Begin to select, present and organise information in the format of a visual library' to 
inform and use in their own art projects. 

Artists and Artworks 
Art and Context Discuss selected artworks/artists, making basic comparisons between their visual 

content, key features and qualities. 

Responding to 
Artists and 
Artworks 

Recognise the key visual qualities of the stimulus (artists and artwork) and begin to 
apply this to their own artwork. 

Analysing and 
Understanding 
Artworks 

Use some subject-specific vocabulary in verbal form in response to direct questioning.  
Discuss evaluations of their own artwork and thoughts about the work of 
artists/designers. 

Techniques, Media and Process 

Materials and 
Techniques 

Independently select and use a wide range of materials with developing confidence, 
recognising their form and function, how they differ and the effects that might be 
created. Select and utilise appropriate tools and techniques for a desired visual effect. 

The Creative 
Process 

Evaluate their own artwork including finding solutions through problem solving. 

Theories of 
Artmaking 

Use a colour wheel to recognize analogous and complementary colours and apply to 
their artwork. 
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Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Recording 

Observation Describe the shape and/or form of an object/experience using the core formal 
elements, with developing accuracy. Demonstrate a structured and/or purposeful 
approach to drawing. 

Recording Select and organise appropriate sketches, photos, diagrams and notes. Sketchbook 
pages are well-organised showing some layout techniques. 

Documentation Select, present and organise information in the format of a visual library' to inform and 
use in their own art projects. 

Artists and Artworks 
Art and Context Discuss selected artworks/artists and relate them to the project being studied. Make 

basic comparisons between their themes. 

Responding to 
Artists and 
Artworks 

Recognise and use the visual qualities of the stimulus. Produce practical responses that 
show a relationship between the artists methods and approaches and the student's 
work. 

Analysing and 
Understanding 
Artworks 

Use a range of subject-specific vocabulary in verbal form in response to direct 
questioning and in some written responses. Discuss evaluations of their own artwork 
and thoughts about the work of artists/designers. 

Techniques, Media and Process 

Materials and 
Techniques 

Use tools, materials and techniques with developing control. Explore the possibilities of 
the media. 

The Creative 
Process 

Confidently apply techniques for a successful desired outcome. 

Theories of 
Artmaking 

Experiment by moving away from set rules.   
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Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Recording 

Observation Record complex 3D forms/experiences using the most relevant formal elements and 
scale, with developing accuracy and confidence. Identify and record the distinctive 
characteristics of the subject matter. 

Recording Collect and select a range of relevant visual information from a variety of sources. Build 
a specific 'library' for personal use through a series of organised and/or creative 
sketchbook pages. 

Documentation Independently collate and organise relevant information in the format of a  'visual 
library' and/or develop visual design ideas to inform and use in their own art projects. 

Artists and Artworks 

Art and Context Study selected artworks/artists and relate them to the current project. Conduct basic 
research. Make connections and comparisons between methods and ideas. Develop 
awareness of how context and/or purpose affects the artwork. 

Responding to 
Artists and 
Artworks 

Recognise and use some of the visual and/or conceptual qualities of the stimulus. 
Produce practical responses show a clear relationship between the artists methods and 
approaches and the student's work. 

Analysing and 
Understanding 
Artworks 

Use a range of subject-specific vocabulary in verbal and written form in response to 
direct questioning. Discuss and record evaluations and thoughts about their own 
artwork and the work of artists/designers. 

Techniques, Media and Process 

Materials and 
Techniques 

Demonstrate a purposeful, controlled approach in selecting a wide range of tools and 
techniques. Explore media with a developing awareness of potential and limitations. 

The Creative 
Process 

Generate a variety of alternative ideas/solutions. Demonstrate a developing interest in 
a risk-taking approach to experimentation. Show evidence of sequential planning, 
reflection and development of ideas leading toward an outcome. 

Theories of 
Artmaking 

Apply knowledge of the core Art Theories in the development and realisation of 
artworks, following relevant rules/traditions. 
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Chinese 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Understanding Language Decoding; Summarising; Responding 
Creating Language Technical Aspects; Organising and Paragraphing; Planning and Drafting; 

Grammar 

Beyond the Language Cultural Awareness; Comparing Cultures; Cultural Expressions 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Understanding Language 
Decoding Demonstrate a good listening manner and understand common greetings and 

expressions. 

Summarising Identify the key words from formulaic questions, supported by gestures. 
Responding Learn to greet people appropriately. 

Creating Language 

Technical 
Aspects 

Say memorised phrases in a confident manner. 

Organising and 
Paragraphing 

Communicate verbally with others using acquired words or simple Chinese sentences, 
with visual support. 

Planning and 
Drafting 

Exchange greetings, give basic identity, and name a number of familiar objects from the 
immediate environment. 

Beyond the Language 

Cultural 
Awareness 

Enjoy playing with different cultural props to celebrate important Chinese festivals. 

Comparing 
Cultures 

Make comparisons between mascots and food (e.g. Chinese dragon and Western 
dragon; festival food). 

Cultural 
Expressions 

Sing Chinese festival songs. 
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Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Understanding Language 

Decoding Use understanding of acquired key vocabulary to explore familiar topics, including 
meeting someone for the first time, talking about one’s family; likes and dislikes; 
ordering at a restaurant. 

Summarising Identify the key vocabulary from a range of formulaic questions. 

Responding Build conversational skills by asking and answering simple questions, sharing basic 
personal information, basic objects, preferences on food, animals, hobbies and 
immediate needs. 

Creating Language 
Technical 
Aspects 

Express with proper tones and intonation in a full sentence. 

Organising and 
Paragraphing 

Write or form characters completely. 

Planning and 
Drafting 

Express self in dialogue or verbal presentations on familiar topics using highly practised 
sentence patterns.  

Beyond the Language 

Cultural 
Awareness 

Know and understand the traditions of important Chinese festivals. 

Comparing 
Cultures 

Know about some Chinese values, traditions, arts and cuisine through experiencing a 
range of hands-on activities. 

Cultural 
Expressions 

Recite simple cultural rhymes and learn to re-tell festival stories. 
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Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Understanding Language 

Decoding Understand the main idea, some pieces of information and everyday contexts by 
recognizing practiced or memorized words, phrases and simple sentences. 

Summarising Identify the key information on a variety of topics and recap the main ideas. 

Responding Communicate in spontaneous spoken or written conversations on familiar topics, using 
a variety of practiced or memorized words, phrases, simple sentences, and questions. 

Creating Language 

Technical 
Aspects 

Understand Chinese pinyin and typing rules. 

Organising and 
Paragraphing 

Arrange and produce language with the target vocabulary and sentence patterns. 

Planning and 
Drafting 

Use the target vocabulary and sentences to create dialogue, conversation and 
presentations through typing or writing own draft notes. 

Beyond the Language 

Cultural 
Awareness 

Discuss cultural elements of the taught topics and festival celebrations; understand 
different cultural perspectives. 

Comparing 
Cultures 

Investigate differences and make comparisons between own and other cultures from 
the learnt topics. 

Cultural 
Expressions 

Articulate their understanding of topics, demonstrating awareness of the differences 
among cultures in different situations. 
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Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Understanding Language 

Decoding Understand factual information and ideas from simple statements, tables, short 
dialogues and passages on everyday topics (e.g. personal and family information, 
calendar, body...). 

Summarising Identify where the key information of the text is. 

Responding Respond to a wide range of question types (e.g. 什么、什么时候、谁、哪儿、哪里、

为什么、怎么样、怎么、多长时间、几、多少、多少钱、吗). 

Provide basic justifications and explanations. 
Attempt to develop responses. 

Creating Language 

Technical 
Aspects 

Identify and speak with tones (not necessarily of native speaker standard). 
Use the Milestone 4 Core vocabulary accurately in speaking and writing. 

Organising and 
Paragraphing 

Communicate factual information and give reasons for opinions. 
Understand the use of paragraphs, paragraph structures and format. 
Identify the main aspects of a given task and what the main points are. 

Planning and 
Drafting 

Identify what content is relevant for a given task and what language would be 
appropriate to respond to it. 
Make corrections based on feedback given by the teacher. 

Grammar Use Milestone 4 Core Sentence Structures in a given situation. 
Use simple connectors (e.g. but, because, so, also) to link a series of shorter discrete 
elements into a connected sequence of points. 

Convey past and future meaning by using simple frames and vocabulary(e.g.了，想，

昨天，明天) 

Beyond the Language 

Cultural 
Awareness 

Have general knowledge of the culture, including main festivals and family values.  
Be open-minded and curious of the culture. 

Comparing 
Cultures 

Compare main festivals, family structures between the target language culture and 
their own. 

Cultural 
Expressions 

Appreciate that the target language is not their Mother Tongue language, and it does 
not follow the same grammar. 
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Geography 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Place Location; Physical Features; Human Features; Diversity 
Patterns, Processes and 
Possibilities 

Physical Processes; Human Processes; Relationships and 
Interdependence; Human Impacts on Environments 

Geographical Skills Techniques; Vocabulary 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Place 
Location Ask and answer geographical questions about places, such as: What is this place like? 

What or who will I see in this place? What do people do in this place? 

Human Features Recognise the key features of a location we visit, for example Labrador Park, Chinese 
Gardens, Zoo, West Coast Park. 

Patterns, Processes and Possibilities 

Physical 
Processes 

Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and 
the North and South Poles. 

Human Impacts 
on Environments 

Identify land use around the school. 

Geographical Skills 
Techniques Use compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational language (e.g. 

near and far) to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
Devise a simple map; use and construct basic symbols in a key. Use simple grid 
references (e.g. A1, B1). 

Vocabulary Use basic physical and human geographical terms: beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
ocean, river, vegetation, weather, city, town, village, farm, house, office, and shop. 

 

Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Place 

Location Use world maps, atlases, and globes to identify the UK and its counties. Identify, 
select other countries, continents and oceans studied. 

Human Features Name, locate and identify characteristics of the local area, Singapore, and 
neighbouring countries. 

Diversity Compare and contrast Singapore with a location in the UK (London), recognising key 
features of each. 

Patterns, Processes and Possibilities 

Physical 
Processes 

Describe geographical similarities and differences between the tropics and polar 
areas. 

Human Processes Describe key aspects of human geography, including settlements and land use. 

Relationships and 
Interdependence 

Identify and suggest how the physical features affect the human activity within a 
location. 

Geographical Skills 

Techniques  Use maps, atlases, globes and Google Earth to locate countries and describe features. 
Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods including sketch maps, plan views and digital technologies. 
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Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Place 

Location Name and locate the equator, northern and southern hemisphere, the tropics, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle and date time zones. Name and locate key countries of South East 
and North Asia and identify their main physical and human characteristics. 

Diversity Compare and contrast human and physical features of two locations within Singapore 
(Pulau Ubin and Sentosa). 

Patterns, Processes and Possibilities 

Physical 
Processes 

Understand key aspects of physical processes, including climate zones, biomes, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle. 

Human Processes Understand the key characteristics of human geography, including the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals, and water supplies. 

Relationships and 
Interdependence 

Understand some of the reasons for geographical similarities and differences between 
countries. 

Human Impacts 
on Environments 

Understand that humans make an impact on the environment which can have 
positive or negative consequences. 

Geographical Skills 

Techniques Use different types of fieldwork sampling (random & systematic) to observe, measure 
and record the human and physical features in the local area. Record the results in a 
range of ways. 
Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and keys to 
communicate knowledge of Singapore and the wider world. 

 

Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Place 

Location Name and locate countries, capital cities, and the bodies of water of Southeast Asia. 
Distinguish between human and physical characteristics of locations. 

Physical Features Locate and describe the Natural Wonders of the World. 

Human Features Identify and explain some ways in which Singapore has changed over time. 

Diversity Locate and describe places on a World scale, noting connections and links between 
human and physical features. 

Patterns, Processes and Possibilities 

Physical 
Processes 

Explain the physical processes responsible for variations in climate. Describe the 
structure of tropical rainforests and explain the physical and behavioural adaptations 
of plants and animals. 

Human Processes Explain the processes associated with economic activity, including trade links and 
supply chains. Evaluate the effectiveness of fair trade. 

Relationships and 
Interdependence 

Identify and describe personal connections to countries and geographical regions in 
terms of food, clothing, culture, nationality, race, and religion. 

Human Impacts 
on Environments 

Understand how people, places and environments change because of geographical 
processes. Recognise the threats to tropical rainforests and why sustainable 
management is needed. 

Geographical Skills 

Techniques Demonstrate competency in several geographical skills including interpretation of OS 
maps, graphs and photographs; sampling. Calculate distance between two points 
using the scale and ruler function in Google Earth. 
Describe data accurately, making clear observations. Recognise and describe patterns 
and simple relationships from data. 

Vocabulary Use advanced physical and human geographical terms: adaptation, niche, habitat, 
canopy, emergents, specialisation, supply chains, food miles, inequalities. 
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History 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Investigate and Interpret the 
Past 

Enquiry Questions; Sources of Evidence; Interpretation 

Similarity and Difference Settlements; Society; Religion and Beliefs; Cultures and Pastimes 

Understanding Chronology Dates and Timelines; Continuity and Change; Causes and 
Consequences; Significant Events and Individuals 

Communicating Historically Vocabulary; Organising and Presenting 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Investigate and Interpret the Past 

Enquiry Questions Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What happened? How long 
ago? 

Sources of Evidence Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about 
the past. 
Know that a piece of historical evidence is called a source. 
Use artefacts, pictures, stories and online sources to find out about the past. 

Interpretation Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented. 

Similarity and Difference 
Society Recount changes that have occurred in their own lives. 

Know about things that have happened to them in the past. 
Know some things that happened to other people in the past 

Cultures and 
Pastimes 

Describe festivals and appreciate reasons for them. 

Understanding Chronology 

Dates and Timelines Place events and artefacts on order on a simple timeline. 
Label timelines with words or phrases, such as: past, present, older and newer. 
Use dates where appropriate. 

Continuity and 
Change 

Recount changes that have occurred in their own lives. 

Significant Events 
and Individuals 

Describe historical events and significant people from own experience. 

Communicating Historically 
Vocabulary Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers 

were children, years, decades and centuries to describe the passing of time. 

Organising and 
Presenting 

Organise and present historically accurate facts and statements. 

 

Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Investigate and Interpret the Past 

Enquiry Questions Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past. 

Sources of Evidence Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical enquiries. 
Know that historical sources can either be primary or secondary. 
Use more than one source of evidence for an historical enquiry in order to gain a 
more accurate understanding of history. 
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Similarity and Difference 

Settlements Describe changes that have happened in Singapore. 

Society Give a broad overview of a past society in Britain, noting how it is different to the 
present day. 

Religion and Beliefs Know that societies had different religious beliefs and many worshiped many Gods 
(Vikings). 

Cultures and 
Pastimes 

Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 

Understanding Chronology 

Dates and Timelines Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a timeline using dates. 
Use dates and terms to describe events. 

Causes and 
Consequences 

Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted the way they did. 

Significant Events 
and Individuals 

Describe historical events and significant people from the past. 

Communicating Historically 

Vocabulary Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including dates, time 
period, era, change, chronology. 

Organising and 
Presenting 

Make simple historical claims using evidence. 
Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills in order to communicate information 
about the past. 

 

Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Investigate and Interpret the Past 
Enquiry Questions Choose and consider questions about the past. 

Sources of Evidence Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices. 
Clearly differentiate between primary and secondary sources of evidence. 

Interpretation Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 
Describe different accounts of an historical event, explaining some of the reasons 
why the accounts may differ. 

Similarity and Difference 

Settlements Identify continuity and change in the history of the locality of the school. 

Society Compare some of the times studied with another area of interest around the 
world such as the UK. 
Compare and contrast major ancient civilisations noting key similarities and 
differences. 

Religion and Beliefs Know that societies had different religious beliefs and many worshiped many Gods 
(China, ancient Greece).  

Cultures and 
Pastimes 

Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes 
and experiences of men, women and children. 
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Understanding Chronology 

Dates and Timelines Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with 
evidence, on a timeline 
Use dates and terms accurately in describing events. 

Causes and 
Consequences 

Suggest causes and consequences of some significant events and changes in 
history. 
Describe the main changes in a period of history (using terms such as: social, 
religious, political, technological and cultural). 

Significant Events 
and Individuals 

Describe individuals and events from the past and consider their significance. 

Communicating Historically 
Vocabulary Show an understanding of concepts such as: nation and a nation's history, 

civilisation, monarchy, parliament, democracy, war and peace. 
Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates, time 
periods, era, chronology, continuity, change, century, decade, legacy. 

Organising and 
Presenting 

Respond to and answer historical questions using evidence. 

 

Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Investigate and Interpret the Past 
Enquiry Questions Ask valid questions about the past. 

Sources of Evidence Analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify claims about the past. With 
support, recognise that sources have differing levels of utility and reliability based 
on their nature, origin and purpose. 

Interpretation With support, recognise that different interpretations of the past exist (i.e. that 
historians can have different views of the same individual or event) 

Similarity and Difference 
Society Can identify areas of similarity and difference within and between time periods, 

making clear comparisons. 

Understanding Chronology 

Dates and Timelines Demonstrate a good grasp of chronology, understanding where events are 
situated in time. Use dates accurately when describing events 

Continuity and 
Change 

Identify change and continuity within and across time periods. 

Causes and 
Consequences 

Identify causes and consequences and select which are most important. 

Significant Events 
and Individuals 

Identify reasons why certain events and individuals are considered historically 
significant. 

Communicating Historically 

Vocabulary Use a mixture of first-order vocabulary (e.g. hierarchy, empire) as well as topic 
specific terms (e.g. insulae, shrine, feudal system, baron) when speaking or writing 
about the past. 

Organising and 
Presenting 

With support, construct explanatory paragraphs including a point, evidence, and 
explanation in response to a question, argument, or claim. 
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Milestone 5 [Year 8 to Year 9] 
Investigate and Interpret the Past 

Enquiry Questions Ask valid questions about the past and conduct their own historical enquiry. 
Sources of Evidence Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify claims about the 

past.  Explain that sources have differing levels of utility and reliability based on 
their nature, origin and purpose. Begin to question the validity of sources when 
researching. 

Interpretation Recognise different interpretations of the past and suggest reasons for these 
differences (i.e. why historians can have different views of the same individual or 
event). 

Similarity and Difference 

Society Explain areas of similarity and difference within and between time periods, making 
clear comparisons. 

Understanding Chronology 
Dates and Timelines Demonstrate a clear grasp of chronology, understanding where events are situated 

in time and in relation to each other. Uses dates accurately when describing and 
analysing events. 

Continuity and 
Change 

Identify change and continuity within and across time periods, with some 
explanation of why this occurred. 

Causes and 
Consequences 

Explain causes and consequences of events, and make judgements about relative 
importance 

Significant Events 
and Individuals 

Explain the historical significance of events and individuals, demonstrating some 
awareness of criteria used to make these judgements 

Communicating Historically 
Vocabulary Use an increasingly complex mixture of first-order vocabulary (e.g. militarism, 

nationalism, imperialism), second-order vocabulary (e.g. causation, long-term, 
short-term, trigger, underlying) and topic specific terms (e.g. Triple Alliance, 
dreadnought, Schlieffen Plan) when speaking or writing about the past. 

Organising and 
Presenting 

Construct explanatory paragraphs including a point, evidence, and explanation in 
response to a question, argument, or claim.  Include several examples of evidence 
in explanations. Begin to present an overall argument and make links across 
factors. 
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Library and Information Studies 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Reading has Value Enjoyment; Information Gathering; Negotiating and Understanding 
Reading has Purpose Influence; Analysis; Exploration; Explanation 

Information is Contextual Quality Sources; Authority; Research Tools 

Information is Evaluated Research Methods; Investigation; Comparison 
Scholarship as Conversation Inquiry; Academic Integrity; Communication 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Reading has Value 

Enjoyment Be a responsible book user. 
Demonstrate focus and stamina when listening to a book. 
Select a variety of books based on personal preferences. 
Read independently. 
Experience stories shared by visiting authors/storytellers. 

Information 
Gathering 

Answer simple questions about visual and textual details in a book when listening to 
or reading a story. 
Identify the elements of a narrative (e.g. character, setting, problem, solution) when 
listening to or reading a story. 

Negotiating and 
Understanding 

Connect the visual and textual details of a story to prior knowledge or experience 
when listening to or reading a story. 

Reading has Purpose 

Influence Express personal preferences for favourite books. 
Express an opinion about a book. 
Engage in shared reading and vote on a book award (e.g. Red Dot). 

Analysis Select fiction and non-fiction books based on visual and textual clues from the front 
and back covers. 

Exploration Explore a variety of fiction and non-fiction books on topics of interest. 

Explanation Make predictions based on visual and textual clues in a book when listening to or 
reading a story. 
Draw conclusions from visual and textual clues when listening to or reading a story. 

Information is Contextual 

Quality Sources Identify the physical characteristics of books (e.g. front cover, back cover, and 
spine). 
Identify a book as fiction or non-fiction using visual cues. 

Authority Describe the roles of the author and illustrator of a text. 
Research Tools Identify the organisational features/tools of non-fiction books (e.g. table of 

contents, index, glossary). 
Explore a variety of information using e-resources (e.g. PebbleGo). 

Information is Evaluated 
Research Methods Locate the fiction and non-fiction areas of the library. 

Scholarship as Conversation 

Inquiry List the steps needed to complete a task or solve a problem. 
Academic Integrity Identify the source of information used to complete a task. 

Communication Create a piece of work based on information gathered. 
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Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Reading has Value 

Enjoyment Read independently with perseverance and stamina. 
Independently select and read books based on a criterion (e.g. interest, content, 
author/illustrator, blurb etc). 
Engage with visiting authors, illustrators and story tellers. 
Select and engage with an audiobook or e-book from an online library. 
Be a responsible library user; share resources and respect the reading environment. 

Information 
Gathering 

Read or listen to a simple book review and decide if the book is of interest. 
Evaluate the accessibility of a book using various strategies (e.g. five finger rule, read 
aloud, etc.). 

Negotiating and 
Understanding 

Draw inferences from the visual and textual details of a story whilst listening to or 
reading it. 

Reading has Purpose 
Influence Express and justify an opinion about a book. 

Make a book recommendation. 
Independently engage in shared reading and vote for a book award (e.g. Red Dot 
Award). 
Engage with and express empathy for story characters and their experiences. 

Analysis Express reasons for preferring or selecting a particular book. 

Exploration Explore a variety of books on unfamiliar topics or themes. 
Explore and compare fractured fairytales with traditional versions. 

Explanation Make connections between a book and issues in the wider world whilst listening to 
or reading a story. 

Information is Contextual 

Quality Sources Identify a book as fiction or non-fiction using textual and visual cues. 
Recognise that the non-fiction area of the library has a specific organisation. 
Locate traditional stories and poetry in the library. 

Authority Identify the author and illustrator of a book. 

Research Tools Identify and utilise a variety of available e-resources (e.g. Destiny Discover, Sora, and 
Research Guides). 

Information is Evaluated 

Research Methods Locate non-fiction books on a specific topic in the library. 
Utilise the organisational features of non-fiction books. 
Utilise an age-appropriate version of library online catalogue (OPAC) to find books of 
interest. 

Investigation Explore the impact of illustration and photography in non-fiction texts. 
Make notes from non-fiction texts and prioritise the most useful. 

Scholarship as Conversation 

Inquiry Make choices about the best sources to complete a task or solve a problem. 

Academic Integrity Understand that resources are produced and owned, and must be acknowledged 
when used. 
Write a report in own words and acknowledge sources. 

Communication Share a completed research task with peers. 
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Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Reading has Value 

Enjoyment Read and discuss the significance of literary heritage texts. 
Have an understanding of British Values, through reading of news articles in print 
and online. 
Read age-appropriate chapter books. 
Be aware of an inner reading voice. 

Information 
Gathering 

Reflect upon prior reading using the online catalogue (OPAC) record and plan for 
further reading using an interactive catalogue (Syndetics Unbound). 

Negotiating and 
Understanding 

Explore visual literacy and recognise connotated meaning in comic books and 
graphic novels. 

Reading has Purpose 

Influence Collaborate on shared reading and participate in a reading competition (e.g. 
Readers' Cup). 

Analysis Produce a creative response to a book in order to inspire others to read it. 

Exploration Use different zones of the school library for different purposes: information 
gathering; discussion and reading etc. 
Explore and compare retellings of classic texts with their original texts. 

Explanation Begin to raise questions about fairness, equality and the rights of others through 
reading literature.  
Locate texts within their historical time and place. 

Information is Contextual 

Quality Sources Locate specific collections within the library. 

Authority Evaluate information sources (e.g. Encyclopedia Britannica vs. Google searches). 
Evaluate authenticity of websites and recognise trusted sources. 

Research Tools Use information retrieval skills (e.g skimming, scanning and highlighting) to research 
topic related questions. 
Use and contribute to the library website. 

Information is Evaluated 

Research Methods Explore reading range by searching by section/genre via the library OPAC. 

Investigation Choose own subject of interest for research. 
Evaluate news sources and read examples of factual, researched and well-balanced 
articles (e.g. The Day Explorer and First News). 

Scholarship as Conversation 
Inquiry Source primary and secondary materials through a range of platforms to complete a 

research task. 

Academic Integrity Acknowledge ownership and date of images using an online resource (e.g. Britannica 
ImageQuest). 
Use collaborative tools to create a reference list (e.g. Encyclopedia Britannica citing 
tool and google docs). 

Communication Gather information from a variety of sources to create a research-based 
presentation. 
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Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Reading has Value 

Enjoyment Explore representation of people of diverse abilities and backgrounds in a range of 
texts. 
Interact with visiting authors/illustrators/story tellers to explore the process of book 
creation. 
Utilise own reading record to reflect on past choices and plan future reading 
choices. 

Information 
Gathering 

Locate and browse regional news stories using an online resource (Pressreader). 

Negotiating and 
Understanding 

Make connections between fiction texts and global issues. 
Interpret patterns in the theme, language and structure of books; link this with 
enjoyment of reading. 

Reading has Purpose 
Influence Explore the impact of fiction and non-fiction books on our values and outlook. 

Analysis Analyse historical fiction texts as sources of historical information. 

Exploration Understand that there are seminal points in literature (e.g. by using Tanglin Reading 
Express). 
Compare and contrast the merits of reading print and e-books. 

Explanation Develop reading comprehension through transformational talk and writing. 
Explore the standard features of an adult non-fiction book in order to extract 
information. 

Information is Contextual 

Quality Sources Locate physical and digital information sources in the library. 
Authority Use book awards to question the global representation of literature. 

Discuss the relative authority of Wikipedia versus other research resources. 

Research Tools Explore the usefulness of Wikipedia as a research tool. 
Information is Evaluated 

Research Methods Use print and digital periodicals to explore a significant event. 

Investigation Use an online resource (e.g Pressreader) to investigate English-language newspapers 
from around the world. 

Comparison Explore the limitations of available resources. 
Identify similarities and differences in the headlines from English-language 
newspapers around the world. 

Scholarship as Conversation 

Inquiry Access articles and newspapers as historical artefacts as part of a personal research 
inquiry. 

Academic Integrity Create a reference list as part of a research project. 
Understand how non-fiction texts use notes, references, and citations to assert their 
academic integrity and authority. 

Communication Present a research project outcome and reference list to an audience. 
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Lifeskills 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Positive Relationships – Connect Relationships; Digital Citizenship; Social Skills 
Positive Health – Be Active Physical Health; Relationships and Sex Education; First Aid and Personal 

Safety 

Positive Emotions – Take Notice Wellbeing and Mental Health; Recognising Success; Reflection and Goal 
Setting 

Positive Accomplishments and 
Engagement – Keep Learning 

Developing Personal Identity; Sustainability, Ethical and Legal Living; 
Tolerance and Diversity; Independent Living and Careers; Study Skills 
and Academic Honesty 

Positive Meaning – Give Kindness and Gratitude; Philanthropy and Service; Enterprise 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Positive Relationships – Connect 

Relationships Independently talk about family members and who they love.  
Identify trusted adults and know who to discuss problems with. 

Digital Citizenship Know how to stay private online, at a basic level. 
Know that not all interactions online are positive and not everything they see is true. 

Social Skills Distinguish between kind and hurtful behaviours, demonstrating an awareness of 
others' feelings and responding appropriately. 
Follow basic group-work requirements, such as active listening, and understand 
compromise may be required. 

Positive Health – Be Active 
Physical Health  Understand the terms: healthy, unhealthy, balanced lifestyle. 

Independently name the effects on the body of different types of exercise. 
Name healthcare professionals who and medicines (including vaccines) which help 
them. 

Relationships and 
Sex Education 

Identify key differences between people of different ages/life stages. 
Name key internal and external body parts and know which are to be kept private. 

First Aid and 
Personal Safety 

Understand the terms: risk, safety and permission, knowing how to assess basic risk 
and how to stay safe in a range of contexts. 

Positive Emotions – Take Notice 

Wellbeing and 
Mental Health 

Name a range of feelings and emotions and describe the affect these have on mood, 
body and behaviour. 
Verbalise own mood and the moods of others which they have recognised. 

Recognising 
Success 

Identify personal strengths and explain their thinking. 
Describe self and others in positive terms. 

Reflection and Goal 
Setting 

Set and work towards a relevant, age-appropriate goal.  
Reflect on both their own learning and that of their peers with limited adult 
guidance and independently make simple suggestions to improve. 
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Positive Accomplishments and Engagement – Keep Learning 

Developing 
Personal Identity 

Describe, discuss and celebrate some ways in which they are similar and different to 
others within their community. 

Sustainability, 
Ethical and Legal 
Living 

Understand that people and other living things have different needs and the 
responsibilities we all share in caring for our environment.  
Know that rules are linked to honesty, respect and integrity and actively participate 
in simple group rulemaking and upholding. 
Have an awareness of basic democracy and voting processes. 

Tolerance and 
Diversity 

Understand the importance of accepting others, demonstrating tolerance and the 
use of inclusive language and behaviour in a range of situations. 

Independent Living 
and Careers 

Independently carry out a range of assigned, age-appropriate tasks in everyday 
situations. 
Understand that jobs are how people make money. Know that different types of 
jobs and opportunities exist and are required within a community. 

Study Skills and 
Academic Honesty 

Know that there is a need to study and that there are different ways of learning. 

Positive Meaning – Give 

Kindness and 
Gratitude 

Know how to treat self and others with respect; recognise kind and unkind 
behaviour and how it affects others. 
Express thanks when others have helped or been kind, understanding the basic 
concept of and need for gratitude. 

Philanthropy and 
Service 

Share opinions and initiate their own ideas about how they can help; suggest ways 
to give, in order to better the world. 
Raise awareness of causes through supporting class and school charity drives. Have 
some understanding of issues behind these causes. 

 

Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Positive Relationships – Connect 

Relationships Understand different types of positive relationship and barriers to these such as 
loneliness and hurtful, unkind, unsafe and bullying behaviours. 
Know that it is normal for relationships to change over time and some strategies for 
dealing with change and loss. 

Digital Citizenship Understand that online and real-life face to face relationships can be different. 
Know some benefits of the internet and the importance of a balanced approach to 
its use, knowing what is appropriate to share. 

Social Skills Know to seek help if feeling lonely or excluded. 
Understand how own behaviour can affect others; recognise and model respectful 
behaviour. 
Know some strategies to manage transitions between classes and yeargroups. 

Positive Health – Be Active 

Physical Health  Recognise the early signs of physical illness. Know that good hygiene (including 
dental) practices have a positive impact on health.   

Relationships and 
Sex Education 

Know the difference between safe and inappropriate touch. 

First Aid and 
Personal Safety 

Know how to respond to adults regarding acceptable and unacceptable physical 
contact; understand the term 'consent' and know when secrets should be shared. 
Know about common hazards, including sun exposure, and how to reduce them to 
keep safe. Know how to react in an emergency situation. 
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Positive Emotions – Take Notice 
Wellbeing and 
Mental Health 

Know ways to boost mental health with sleep and behaviours that support 
wellbeing. 
Know some problem-solving strategies for dealing with emotions and challenges. 

Recognising 
Success 

Know about systems in place to recognise success, e.g. house points, cooperation 
pebbles, Tall Poppies, merits and music and sports awards. 

Reflection and Goal 
Setting 

Recognise their individuality and personal qualities and use varied vocabulary to 
express these. 

Positive Accomplishments and Engagement – Keep Learning 

Developing 
Personal Identity 

Describe, discuss, compare and celebrate ways in which they are similar and 
different to others within their community. 

Sustainability, 
Ethical and Legal 
Living 

Understand contributions that different groups make to our communities and 
explore our shared responsibility in caring for the environment.  
Understand the need for laws to run countries effectively and know that these laws 
vary in different countries. 

Tolerance and 
Diversity 

Know what it means to be part of a diverse community and to be respectful of 
different traditions, beliefs and lifestyles. Understand what discrimination is. 

Independent Living 
and Careers 

Use tools to develop self-organisation skills to become increasingly independent. 
Know how to prioritise spending based on wants and needs and understand how 
spending decisions can affect the environment. 
Know that lots of different job opportunities exist. 

Study Skills and 
Academic Honesty 

Know that resources are produced and owned, and must be acknowledged when 
used. 

Positive Meaning – Give 

Kindness and 
Gratitude 

Understand ways to be kind and the importance of behaving kindly.  
Understand the consequences of unkind behaviour and use developing manners and 
high standards of communication. 
Understand expected behaviours aligned to agreed school standards. 
Understand the need to develop an attitude of gratitude, expressing their thanks 
when others have helped or gone out of their way to be kind to them. 

Philanthropy and 
Service 

Understand that they can have a positive impact on others through charitable acts 
and begin to understand what it means to be philanthropic. 
Engage in raising awareness or funds to support year group and school charity drives 
and initiatives linked to cross curricular topics. 

Enterprise Know about enterprise and become involved in activities in the Junior School. 

 

Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Positive Relationships – Connect 
Relationships Be aware of different types of positive relationships in different family structures.  

Understand what constitutes a positive relationship and know strategies to 
challenge barriers to these, such as loneliness and hurtful, unkind, unsafe and 
bullying behaviours. Know how to respond appropriately to intense feelings.  
Know that it is normal for relationships to change over time and have age-
appropriate strategies for dealing with change and loss. 

Digital Citizenship Know that information on the internet can be both positive and negative, that 
sources can be unreliable, manipulated or shared.  
Follow digital citizenship guidance and protocols set out in school about appropriate 
behaviours online, demonstrating readiness to take ownership of personal devices. 

Social Skills Understand how self-respect can affect a person's thoughts and feelings; know 
some strategies to develop respectful relationships.  
Discuss and debate topical issues, respecting viewpoints and challenging ideas 
constructively. 
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Positive Health – Be Active 
Physical Health  Understand the importance of making informed decisions about diet and exercise 

that lead to a healthy balanced lifestyle.  
Know how to use medicines correctly to support good health; understand the 
positive impact of immunisations and how allergies can be managed. 

Relationships and 
Sex Education 

Understand the importance of hygiene routines and how these might need to 
change during puberty.  
Know where to get information and support about changes during puberty. 

First Aid and 
Personal Safety 

Know how to report concerns or worries about personal safety, online or offline. 
Know strategies to resist pressure to do things that make them feel uncomfortable.  
Know how to predict, assess and manage risk in different situations.  
Know basic first aid to deal with common injuries. 

Positive Emotions – Take Notice 

Wellbeing and 
Mental Health 

Understand how sleep contributes to a healthy lifestyle and the effects on the body 
of a lack of sleep.  
Understand the importance of looking after mental health, recognising simple 
warning signs. Know that with support most difficulties can be resolved. 

Recognising 
Success 

Know about and value systems in place to recognise success, e.g. house points, 
cooperation pebbles, Tall Poppies, merits and music and sports awards. 

Reflection and Goal 
Setting 

Identify personal strengths, skills and achievements and understand how these 
contribute to self-worth. 

Positive Accomplishments and Engagement – Keep Learning 

Developing 
Personal Identity 

Understand the concept of personal identity and what contributes to who we are. 

Sustainability, 
Ethical and Legal 
Living 

Name human rights and understand the shared responsibilities towards protecting 
one another and the environment. 
Understand the need for laws to run countries effectively and know that these laws 
vary in different countries, with examples such as legal marriage. 

Tolerance and 
Diversity 

Know about diverse communities and understand some issues that arise from 
stereotypes and prejudice. 

Independent Living 
and Careers 

Know about opportunities and responsibilities increasing independence may bring. 
Understand money and the different choices we have when paying for things. 
Understand that different jobs and careers require different skill sets and are usually 
renumerated differently. Identify types of jobs they might be interested in. 

Study Skills and 
Academic Honesty 

Know about the importance of academic honesty and some techniques for taking 
notes and referencing. 

Positive Meaning – Give 

Kindness and 
Gratitude 

Understand ways to be kind and the positive benefits of behaving kindly, as well as 
the consequences of bullying behaviours in school. 
Independently strive to ensure own behaviour is aligned to agreed school standards. 
Practice an attitude of gratitude, expressing their thanks when others have helped 
them or gone out of their way to be kind to them. 

Philanthropy and 
Service 

Understand the role philanthropy can play in one’s own mental health. 
Have some understanding of the role philanthropy plays in broadening perspectives, 
developing empathy and removing self-interest for the sake of a community. 

Enterprise Know some elements involved in enterprise and participate in school enterprise 
activities, including product design, production, advertising sales and team work. 
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Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Positive Relationships – Connect 

Relationships Be aware of different types of relationships, including those within families, 
friendships, romantic or intimate relationships.  Know some factors that can affect 
relationships and indicators of healthy and unhealthy relationships, including online. 
Be aware of the qualities and behaviours expected in positive relationships, and 
their personal values in friendships. Realise the importance of trust in relationships 
and know behaviours that can undermine or build trust.   
Recognise bullying, and its impact, in all its forms; know skills and strategies to 
manage being targeted or witnessing others being bullied. 

Digital Citizenship Know strategies to identify and reduce risk from strangers online. 

Social Skills Know strategies to manage transitions between classes and yeargroups. 
Understand how self-respect and personal values can affect a person's thoughts and 
feelings; know strategies to develop positive, healthy and respectful relationships.  
Utilise skills of active listening, clear communication, negotiation and compromise 
around topical issues 

Positive Health – Be Active 

Physical Health  Understand that there are mixed messages in the media about drugs, including 
alcohol smoking/vaping; know where support is available.  
Recognise and acknowledge the diversity among people of different race, culture, 
ability, sex, gender identity, age and sexual orientation. 
Understand the benefits of physical activity, exercise, sleep and a balanced diet for 
physical wellbeing. 

Relationships and 
Sex Education 

Understand the physical and emotional changes that happen during puberty, 
including menstruation and erections.  
Understand the processes of reproduction and birth as part of the human life cycle; 
how babies are conceived and born and how they need to be cared for. 

First Aid and 
Personal Safety 

Know how to form, maintain and manage positive relationships, including online. 
Know a range of strategies to identify and reduce risk from strangers online. 
Know how to get help in an emergency and perform basic first aid, including CPR. 

Positive Emotions – Take Notice 
Wellbeing and 
Mental Health 

Understand the law in relation to nicotine, alcohol, gambling and illegal drugs. 
Understand some factors that can affect wellbeing and resilience (e.g. life changes, 
relationships, achievements) and know simple strategies to build resilience. 

Recognising 
Success 

Understand and respond positively to the systems in place to recognise success in 
the Junior School and Senior School. 

Reflection and Goal 
Setting 

Recognise positive things about themselves and their achievements.  Set goals to 
help achieve personal outcomes 
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Positive Accomplishments and Engagement – Keep Learning 

Developing 
Personal Identity 

Understand that we are all unique and that recognising and demonstrating personal 
strengths builds self-confidence, self-esteem and good health and wellbeing.  
Acknowledge the impact that media and social media can have on individuals, 
including regarding body image, physical and mental health. 

Sustainability, 
Ethical and Legal 
Living 

Understand issues of exploiting human rights in different contexts, for example 
forced marriage. 

Tolerance and 
Diversity 

Know about living in diverse communities and understand issues that arise from 
stereotypes and prejudice. 

Independent Living 
and Careers 

Understand how different attitudes to money can impact people's feelings and 
emotions. Know about some risks with money.  
Know that there are different routes into careers. Recognise stereotypes in the 
workplace. 

Study Skills and 
Academic Honesty 

Utilise skills of teamwork, active listening, clear communication, negotiation and 
compromise in their studies. 
Know and practice study, organisational, research and presentation skills. 

Positive Meaning – Give 

Kindness and 
Gratitude 

Understand ways to be kind and the positive benefits of behaving kindly towards 
others, as well as the consequences of bullying behaviours in the Senior School. 

Philanthropy and 
Service 

Understand the role philanthropy can play in one’s own mental health and in the 
mental health of others, and the diverse ways people can be philanthropic. 
Understand the role philanthropy plays in broadening perspectives, developing 
empathy and removing self-interest for the sake of a community. 

Enterprise Practise and develop skills that employers value and that are required to engage in 
enterprise, including collaboration and negotiation. 
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Music 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Performing Performing Skills; Rehearsal Skills; Reflection and Evaluation Skills 
Listening and Analysis Music Theory; Genres and Styles; Elements of Music 

Composing Composing Skills; Organisation and Planning; Reflection and Evaluation 
Skills 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Performing 
Performing Skills Play tuned and untuned percussion musically. 

Perform individually or as a class with a sense of ensemble. 
Sing or chant songs and rhymes individually or as part of a group. 

Rehearsal Skills Rehearse as a group, following simple instructions. 

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Reflect and comment on performances through discussion. 

Listening and Analysis 

Music Theory Identify the steady beat in a piece of music. 
Echo simple rhythms and melodies. 

Genres and Styles Listen with concentration and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions. 
Identify different families of instruments 

Elements of 
Music 

Identify basic differences in pitch, tempo and dynamics. 
Know basic rhythms (ta and za). 

Composing 

Composing Skills Create movement in response to music. 
Explore and learn how sounds can be changed. 
Create short musical patterns using instruments/voices. 

Organisation and 
Planning 

Sequence musical ideas for an overall effect. 

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Reflect on their own work and the work of others. 

 

Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Performing 

Performing Skills Use correct technique to play tuned and untuned percussion, descant recorders, 
ukuleles and string instruments. 
Perform in a small group and as a class with a developing sense of ensemble to 
communicate to a variety of audiences. 
Sing in tune individually and as part of a group. 

Rehearsal Skills Collaborate effectively with other performers. 

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Reflect on performances through discussion and suggest ways to improve. 
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Listening and Analysis 

Music Theory Read and notate simple rhythms and melodies. 
Apply knowledge of the elements of music when listening to music and use some 
musical vocabulary. 

Genres and Styles Differentiate between a variety of musical styles. 
Identify different families of instruments and the main instruments that make up 
those families. 

Elements of 
Music 

Identify differences in pitch, tempo and dynamics using basic technical vocabulary. 
Know basic rhythms (ta, titi, ta-a za). 

Composing 

Composing Skills Improvise simple musical patterns and ideas to a given brief. 
Compose to a given brief (e.g. binary form, rhythmic patterns, melodic patterns) using 
both live classroom instruments/voices and music technology (e.g. GarageBand). 
Communicate their ideas by recording (using graphic scores) and/or performing their 
work. 

Organisation and 
Planning 

Organise ideas within a simple structure. 

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Reflect on their own composition work and the work of others through discussion and 
suggest ways to improve. 

 

Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Performing 

Performing Skills Use correct technique to play tuned and untuned percussion, descant recorders, 
ukuleles, string, wind and brass instruments. 
Perform individually, in a small group and as a class with a strong sense of ensemble 
to communicate to a variety of audiences. 
Sing in tune, individually and as part of a group, with expression and a good tone. 

Rehearsal Skills Rehearse collaboratively as a member of team and as an individual, responding to 
suggestions and improvements.  

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Evaluate and reflect on performances, suggesting ways to improve. 

Listening and Analysis 

Music Theory Read and notate more complex rhythms and melodies using staff notation. 
Apply knowledge of the elements of music when listening to music and use more 
detailed musical vocabulary. 

Genres and Styles Differentiate between a variety of musical styles and periods. 

Elements of 
Music 

Know rhythms (ta, titi, ta-a, tika tika, tam-ti, za) 
Identify differences in pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and timbre using more 
complex musical vocabulary. 

Composing 

Composing Skills Improvise musical patterns and ideas to a given brief. 
Compose to a given brief (e.g. ternary form, programme music) using both live 
classroom and orchestral instruments/voices and music technology (e.g. GarageBand 
and Launchpad). 
Communicate their ideas by recording (using graphic and staff notation) and/or 
performing their work. 

Organisation and 
Planning 

Organise ideas within more complex structures 

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Evaluate their own composition work and the work of others. 
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Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Performing 

Performing Skills Sing and play individually, in a small group and as a class with accuracy, expression 
and ensemble coordination and an understanding of correct technique to 
communicate to a variety of audiences. 

Rehearsal Skills Display good rehearsal techniques individually and in a group and manage rehearsal 
time effectively. 

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Evaluate and reflect on their own performances and the performances of others, 
suggesting ways to improve. 

Listening and Analysis 
Music Theory Read and notate more complex rhythms and melodies using staff notation, up to four 

ledger lines. 
Apply knowledge of the elements of music when listening to music and use extended 
musical vocabulary. 

Genres and Styles Differentiate between a variety of musical styles, genres and periods. 

Elements of 
Music 

Recognise rhythms using Kodaly and conventional terminology. 
Identify differences in pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, harmony, articulation, melody 
and playing techniques using more complex musical vocabulary. 

Composing 

Composing Skills Improvise using given scales (e.g. Blues). 
Compose to a given brief (e.g. rondo form, question and answer, pop songs and music 
with more extended structures) using both live classroom and orchestral 
instruments/voices and music technology (e.g. GarageBand, Logic Pro, Launchpad). 
Communicate their ideas by recording (using graphic and/or staff notation and digital 
platforms such as Noteflight) and performing their work. 

Organisation and 
Planning 

Organise ideas within standard musical forms. 
Collaborate with peers to create complete compositions  

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Evaluate, revise and refine their own composition work and the work of others using 
appropriate musical terminology. 
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Milestone 5 [Year 8 to Year 9] 
Performing 
Performing Skills Sing and play individually, in a small group and as a class with further developed 

accuracy, expression and ensemble coordination and a deeper understanding of 
correct technique to communicate their interpretations of a piece to a variety of 
audiences. 
Select performance music suitable for their ability. 

Rehearsal Skills Display more advanced rehearsal techniques individually and in a group and manage 
rehearsal time effectively. 

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Evaluate and reflect on their own performances and the performances of others, 
suggesting ways to improve and developing their work accordingly. 

Listening and Analysis 

Music Theory Read and notate more complex rhythms and melodies using staff notation, up to four 
ledger lines and including compound time. 
Apply knowledge of all the elements of music when listening to music and use 
extended musical vocabulary specific to genre. 

Genres and Styles Differentiate between and analyse a wide variety of musical styles, genres and 
periods. 

Elements of 
Music 

Demonstrate their knowledge of pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, harmony, 
articulation, melody and playing techniques using complex musical vocabulary. 
Understand compound time. 

Composing 

Composing Skills Improvise using given scales (e.g. Blues) and complex rhythm patterns. 
Compose to a given brief (e.g. Blues, Reggae, Rondo, Pop songs and music with 
extended structures) using both live classroom and orchestral instruments/voices and 
music technology (e.g. GarageBand, Logic Pro, Launchpad). 
Communicate their ideas by recording (using video and audio technology) and/or 
performing their work. 

Organisation and 
Planning 

Organise ideas within standard musical forms. 
Collaborate with peers to create complete compositions taking on leadership roles 
where necessary. 

Reflection and 
Evaluation Skills 

Evaluate, revise and refine their own composition work and the work of others using 
appropriate musical terminology. 
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Physical Education 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Character Development Sporting Values; Leadership and Self-Organisation; Responsibility 
Physical Literacy Athletic Development and Performance; Skill Development and 

Application; Problem Solving and Creativity 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Character Development 

Sporting Values Experience winning and losing when playing against others and discuss the 
different feelings that these outcomes create. 

Leadership and Self-
Organisation 

Lead and organise a small group. Actively help when tidying up equipment. 

Responsibility Follow rules and play fairly. Take turns, share equipment and work together with 
a partner.   

Physical Literacy 

Athletic Development 
and Performance 

Show control and an awareness of others when running; able to stop and change 
direction with control. Confident in and under water. Confident hanging and 
swinging from bars, climbing and jumping over small objects. 

Skill Development and 
Application 

Throw or catch a range of balls with growing consistency. Be able to jump in a 
range of directions with balance and stand on one leg for 20 seconds. 

Problem Solving and 
Creativity 

Show creativity when exploring patterns of movement in dance and gymnastics 
and when using equipment. 

 

Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Character Development 
Sporting Values Know resilience is needed in order to learn and master new skills. Compete 

against self to achieve a personal best. 

Leadership and Self-
Organisation 

Begin to show tactical understanding during an invasion game activity and make 
appropriate decisions based on the environment. 

Responsibility Analyse own performance of a basic skill and know what is required to achieve a 
more desired outcome.  
Work as part of a team and communicate with others effectively. 

Physical Literacy 

Athletic Development 
and Performance 

Be able to sidestep and change direction while running. Apply these skills in 
competitive adapted games and understand key attacking and defensive 
principles. Demonstrate balance and control when walking a beam and strength 
when hanging and swinging. Be able to swim on the front and back over at least 
15m. 

Skill Development and 
Application 

Practise and develop the 10 Basic Movement Skills. Recognise which action is 
needed to be successful in activities that involve balancing & falling, throwing, 
catching, hitting, aiming, romping, locomotion, rolling, tumbling, turning, 
jumping, landing, kicking, shooting, aiming, climbing, scrambling, swinging, music 
in motion   

Problem Solving and 
Creativity 

Complete an activity or challenge without direct supervision, working sensibly 
both individually and as part of a group.  
Understand how to make an activity easier or harder and recognise what level of 
challenge is suitable for them. 
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Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Character Development 

Sporting Values Collaborate with teammates showing respect and understanding 
Support teammates and the opposition during the learning journey. 

Leadership and Self-
Organisation 

Take part in a warmup and lead some simple stretches. Help organise a game, 
equipment or team. 

Responsibility Be respectful in games and activities, knowing when to congratulate opponents 
appropriately for good performance. 
Lead by example and show leadership qualities such as sportsmanship, fairness 
and confidence. 

Physical Literacy 

Athletic Development 
and Performance 

Be able to change direction with speed in game situations. Be able to throw, 
catch, dribble, pass and strike a ball with success. Demonstrate jumping, rolling 
and balancing actions with control. Be able to swim using a range of strokes with 
confidence and use them to play games and take part in survival and lifesaving 
scenarios. 
Be active to develop physical fitness in cardiovascular and muscular endurance, 
flexibility and strength. 

Skill Development and 
Application 

Be able to develop the Basic Movement Skills already acquired and apply them to 
a broad range of activities with success. 

Problem Solving and 
Creativity 

Know how to warm up and prepare for activity both physically and mentally. 
Know how to work as part of a team to solve tactical problems and develop 
strategies to outwit opponents. Use skills to effectively carry out tactical 
strategies. 

 

Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Character Development 
Sporting Values Understand the importance of sportsmanship within lessons. 

Leadership and Self-
Organisation 

Demonstrate creativity and organise their own innovative warm-up games. 

Responsibility Take responsibility to set up and clear away PE equipment during and after 
lessons, break and lunch. 

Physical Literacy 

Athletic Development 
and Performance 

Demonstrate the 10 Basic Movement Skills and apply them to a variety of 
contexts across the curriculum. 

Skill Development and 
Application 

Transfer movement skills to a variety of activities including striking and fielding, 
invasion and net games and aquatics. 

Problem Solving and 
Creativity 

Solve simple problems in lessons using their Basic Movement Skills. 
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Technology and Computer Science 
Threshold Concepts Knowledge Categories 

Manipulating Media   Digital Media; Data and Infographics; Publishing 
Responsible Use Media Balance; Privacy and Security; Respectful Communication; News 

and Media Literacy 

Logical Processes Computational Thinking; Coding 
Computer Systems Techniques; Robotics; Systems 

 

Milestone 1 [Nursery; Reception; Year 1] 
Manipulating Media   

Digital Media Independently, create simple unedited images and videos which can be shared 
with an authentic audience. 
Independently, create documents which include the written word. 

Data and Infographics Use simple given tables and charts to represent information. 

Publishing With support, publish information using printing and sharing to online platforms. 

Responsible Use 

Media Balance Explain how technology can affect feelings and discuss ways in which to use 
technology in a balanced way. 

Privacy and Security Understand that the internet connects us to people and places around the world. 
Independently, type usernames and passwords. 

Respectful 
Communication 

Recognise that the internet has both positive and negative effects and that safe 
search engines should be used to access the internet with an adult. 

Logical Processes 
Computational 
Thinking 

Recognise the terms algorithm, debug and tinker. 

Coding Create and record simple algorithms to solve a problem. 
Understand that order/sequence has a direct impact on an outcome. 

Computer Systems 

Techniques Independently locate files which have been named and saved on a mobile device. 
Use a mouse and keyboard to interact with a computer. 
Know and use the key gestures of a device such as an iPad. 
Discuss how technology is part of our everyday life and that new technology is 
being invented all the time. 

Robotics Construct and control simple moving robots using block code. 
Create simple technology based designs to solve real life problems. 

Systems Identify devices and their parts. 

 

Milestone 2 [Year 2; Year 3] 
Manipulating Media   
Digital Media Independently create and edit images which can be shared with an authentic 

audience. 
Independently format text in a variety of word processing and publishing 
applications. 
Understand the impact of digital manipulation of images and videos 

Data and Infographics Collate data and create simple charts using spreadsheets. 

Publishing Independently publish information using printing and sharing to online platforms. 
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Responsible Use 

Media Balance Recognise that wellbeing is supported by balancing use of digital devices with a 
range of non-digital activities. 

Privacy and Security Articulate what private information means and why it should not be shared 
online. 
Understand how a strong password can help protect your privacy. 
Understand that games use a range of tricks to keep people playing. 

Respectful 
Communication 

Explain simply what a digital footprint is and how it is created by what you put 
online. 
Know steps to take when something on the internet makes you feel 
uncomfortable, angry, or upset. 
Recognise the importance of being a principled user of technology and always 
being polite and kind online. (THINK) 

News and Media 
Literacy 

Identify owners and creators of a website and discuss their credibility. 

Logical Processes 

Computational 
Thinking 

Use the language of decomposition and pattern recognition. 

Coding Use pattern recognition for adding loops with variables. 
Debug a simple programme. 

Computer Systems 
Techniques Independently open a browser and use search for a website using a URL 

Robotics With support, construct and control a robot using sensors to solve a real-life 
problem. 
Use the process of design thinking 

Systems Independently manage devices (e.g. turning devices on/off and resetting). 
Identify basic inputs and outputs for a device. 

 

Milestone 3 [Year 4; Year 5] 
Manipulating Media   

Digital Media Independently create and edit videos which can be shared with a self-identified 
authentic audience using pre and post-production techniques. 

Data and Infographics Use spreadsheets and graphs with basic formulas and be able to present findings. 

Publishing Create different appropriate layouts using a variety of word processing and 
publishing applications. 

Responsible Use 

Media Balance Recognise that wellbeing is positively impacted by balancing use of digital devices 
with a range of non-digital activities. 

Privacy and Security Understand what information about you is safe to share online. 
Understand how our online activity affects the digital footprints of ourselves and 
others. 
Understand what ‘clickbait’ titles and links are and how can you avoid them. 

Respectful 
Communication 

Identify how we can be upstanders when we see cyberbullying. 
Take personal responsibility for communicating online. 

News and Media 
Literacy 

Discuss how gender stereotypes shape our experiences online. 
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Logical Processes 

Computational 
Thinking 

Use the computational thinking terms: algorithm, abstraction, pattern 
recognition and decomposition. 
Apply decomposition and pattern recognition to real world problems. 
Identify the use of decomposition, pattern recognition, abstraction, and 
algorithms in solutions to problems. 

Coding Use control systems to manage real life scenarios. 
Select appropriate decision, iteration, variables, operators, and functions for 
purpose. 

Computer Systems 

Techniques Use shared resources collaboratively for an authentic purpose. 
Use virtual environments to create simple artifacts for a purpose. 

Robotics Independently construct and control robot and microcontrollers, using sensors to 
solve a real-life problem. 

Systems Know the core parts of computing systems including RAM ,ROM, HDD, CPU, fan, 
Motherboard, Disc drives.  Explain the basics of inputs, outputs and storage. 

 

Milestone 4 [Year 6 to Year 7] 
Manipulating Media   

Digital Media Create, reuse, revise and repurpose digital artefacts for a given audience, with 
attention given to trustworthiness, design and usability. 
Produce documents to meet given criteria. 

Data and Infographics Undertake creative projects that involve selecting, using, and combining multiple 
applications, to achieve challenging goals, including collecting and analysing data 
and meeting the needs of known users. 

Publishing Publish their work on a variety of mediums. 
Select an appropriate file type depending on audience and range of distribution. 

Responsible Use 

Privacy and Security Identify and explain ways to protect yourself from common online dangers. 
Know what Ethical Hacking means and why it is important. 

Respectful 
Communication 

Know some strategies to de-escalate 'digital drama' before it goes too far. 
Identify benefits and drawbacks of presenting yourself in different ways online. 

Logical Processes 

Computational 
Thinking 

Understand the computational thinking terms, algorithm, abstraction, pattern 
recognition and decomposition. 
Use decomposition, pattern recognition, abstraction, and algorithms in 
partnership to design solutions to problems. 

Coding Independently build control systems to manage real life scenarios. 
Choose appropriate selection, iteration, variables, operators, and functions for 
purpose in block programming environments. 

Computer Systems 
Techniques Select appropriate peripheral devices for a simple network. 

Systems Identify and explain core parts of computing systems including RAM ,ROM, HDD, 
CPU, fan, Motherboard, Disc drives, in different systems. 
Identify and explain the input, output, and storage peripherals. 
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Milestone 5 [Year 8 to Year 9] 
Manipulating Media   

Digital Media Edit images for audience and purpose using industry standard software. 
Deploy advanced techniques to change images significantly. 
Actively deploy techniques in line with given criteria. 

Data and Infographics Present data in a quickly recognisable way, appropriate for audience and 
purpose. 
Manipulate data to present a viewpoint. 

Publishing Create a variety of documents for a specified audience and purpose. 
Select appropriate medium, settings, format and platform for a specified 
audience and purpose. 

Responsible Use 

Privacy and Security Through Lifeskills lessons: 
Know how to set social media settings to keep safe online. 
Know about privacy settings and how to use them. 
Understand the terms social engineering and ransomware. 

Logical Processes 

Computational 
Thinking 

Independently apply a variety of selection and iteration structures to solve 
problems. 
Use nesting of structures to achieve goals. 
Deploy techniques of decomposition, pattern recognition, abstraction, and 
algorithms. 
Apply computational thinking skills independently. 

Coding Use written programming languages. 
Select appropriate selection, iteration, variables, operators, and functions for 
purpose in written programming. 

Computer Systems 
Techniques Understand portable storage mediums. 

Use robots or robotic simulators to complete multi tasks problems. 
Examine the use of computing systems and sensors in control systems. 
Understand the key differences between local and cloud storage options. 

Robotics Use physical and simulation robots to complete tasks. 
Deploy a variety of sensors and actuators to take actions depending on 
environmental conditions. 

Systems Explain the principals of operation of Network interface cards, routers and 
servers. 
Explain basic network topography. 
Name sensors used in a variety of real-life scenarios. 
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