18th October 2021
Dear Parents,
We were delighted to welcome ISI inspectors into The Pocklington School
Foundation last week. The seven strong team had a busy week meeting students and staff as well as scrutinising documentation and watching lessons.
Our thanks go to all parents who contributed to this inspection by completing
the parent survey and we are equally grateful to all staff and students for
their support during this time. The inspection findings will be released to all
in our community in roughly 4 to 5 weeks when the final report is to be published.
On Monday, Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 have online parents’ evenings. Please do ensure you have booked your timeslot with your child’s
teacher. These sessions are designed to give brief feedback of academic
and pastoral progress so far. If you have a more in depth matter to discuss,
please do ensure that you book a separate meeting with the class teacher.
This weekend our Year 6s are on their Bewerley Park adventure. We are so
pleased that this has been able to go ahead and know it will be a great adventure for all involved. We have a feeling there may be a few tired children
on Monday!

Year 4 enjoyed a surprise
visit from Mr.Stink! They
had to hold their noses!

Next week, on Friday, we break up for half term. This means the buses will
go at different times (please see the attached timetable). However, school
will finish at the normal time of 3.50 p.m.
We are very much looking forward to a number of events in school next
week including the Pre-Prep Harvest Festival, House rugby and hockey fixtures, Macmillan Coffee & Cake event and a mini-music concert organised
by Mrs Parkin.
With best wishes,

Suzy

Thought for
the week…….
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QUESTIONS ABOUT GOD AND CARS
We have continued his week to look at the questions children ask about
God. Although, when I asked the children what they wanted to ask me, the
main question from the boys was, ‘What was my favourite car when I was
young?’ The answer was the famous E-type Jaguar. I also loved the Mini, as
my father had a blue one with a white roof, and my brother had a red one
with a white roof. I eventually acquired a red one and then a special black
edition version. It was fast but had very poor brakes and as a Rector dashing
around the Cotswold lanes, I had some very near misses!
My wife now drives the modern 50th edition version. There seems to be a theme
here, a sense of continuity. Perhaps this
also applies to God? A character of creativity, love and forgiveness is a constant
theme in the Christian faith; these are
three things we all need in our lives.
Rev Bill
merringtonb@pocklingtonschool.com

WHAT ARE WE DOING IN PRE-PREP NEXT WEEK?

Reception

Next week in Reception, we are looking forward to learning about Harvest around the World. We will be celebrating and performing our Harvest songs, for the first time
in front of an audience. As part of our topic, we will be
creating 'harvest in a bottle' and learning about the origins of different produce.
In maths we will be mastering number '6', you can support this by using a half dozen egg box at home to make
collections of '6'. We will also be working on directional
language, including left and right. We will even be making our own maps!
On Thursday afternoon, all of Pre-prep will be going on
an Autumn scavenger hunt and talking about seasonal
changes.
We look forward to discussing your child's progress during parents evening on Monday 18th October.
Very best wishes,
Mrs Kay and Mrs Afford

Year 1
Year 1 are continuing to think about who we are. We will
create our own Chatta interviews where we present our
interests, similarities and differences and how we are
unique. In maths we will continue our fact families, odd
and even numbers and using a variety of vocabulary and
manipulatives to prove our findings!
We are looking forward to seeing you at our Harvest
Festival celebration too. The children have been working
hard to remember and learn their lines and songs for the
special event. Please note the date of the Superhero
Day - it is the Friday of the first week back after half term
(5th November). It can be a fictional character or real-life
superhero. No uniform is needed on that day except a
coat.
Star of the Week is Ben for thinking like a mathematician
and working systematically.

Kindest regards,

Stars of the Week in Reception are Sienna and Harry for
amazing progress with oral blending and reading.

Mrs Romney Walton

Ben

Year 2
Sienna
Harry

We have had a lovely week in Year 2, with lots of exciting challenges! We have been busy writing Harvest poems
for our Harvest celebration next week, as well as learning
a special song to perform. I was so impressed with the
children's ideas for their poetry and we look forward to
sharing these with you next week. In maths we have
worked hard on partitioning 2 and 3 digit numbers and
showing this in a variety of ways. Next week we will be
working on telling the time! We are coming to the end of
the half term and we will be answering our Curiosity Project question next week - to help us with this we are going
to be architects and craftspeople. The children will bring
home a copy of their design and a slip with some information on - next week in class they will be making their
models and incorporating elements from the past as well
as thinking ahead to the future. We were very pleased to
welcome Mrs Groves in on Friday morning to talk to us
about Eco Homes - a huge thank you to her! This has
helped us to make links between homes of the past and
homes of the future and how we can adapt.
Have a lovely weekend,
Mrs Peart

Star of the Week is Lizzie for consistent effort, focus and
enthusiasm all week.

Lizzie
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Year 6 had the pleasure of
participating in a workshop of bread making by
Mr Freeman-Hacker

In PSHE, Y2 talked about
different jobs, the skills
you might need and what
sort of person you might
need to be to do each job.
Year 5 spent their first lesson as historians using evidence from sources from the past to
make assumptions about what Henry VIII may
have looked like. Try asking them what primary
and secondary sources are!

WHAT ARE WE DOING IN PREP NEXT WEEK?

Year 3

Another tremendous week of hard work in Year 3. It is
wonderful to see how much fun the children are having with their learning. Both classes are currently experimenting with different drama techniques as part of
their Curiosity Project, to communicate their ideas
with each other, as well as presenting them
to their class.

Year 4

What another super week! Year 4 have really engaged
in the next part of our Curiosity Project, thinking more
deeply of how we will answer our question at the end of
the half term. We have also written some super newspaper articles focusing on different features and adding
detail and description. We have also done some amazing data handling work looking at different types of data,
Next week we are looking forward to the children
how we interpret it and how we display it. We have sent
completing independent writing, by creating their own
stories based on ‘The Enormous Crocodile.’ The chil- some homework out which will focus on our historical
dren have worked hard this week to create their own knowledge for next half term, please could this be back
story mountains in preparation for this and it is always in school by next Tuesday.
exciting to see where their imaginations go.
Next week we will be focusing on answering our quesIn maths, work continues in securing their knowledge tion as well as looking at some poetry.
of adding and subtracting one and two-digit numbers In our maths work we will look at adding and subtracting
money by planning a Spooky party.
from three (and sometimes four-digit numbers!)
We will also be going on a fixture to Ashville next Tuesday, so please can we ensure that children have their
3S tried very hard to successfully complete a challenge that Rob gave them last week and I am delight- games kit and equipment with them on Tuesday as well
ed that they worked beautifully as a team! 3R have
as Monday please. Monday is house sport which you
used excellent teamwork skills to begin to create their are more than welcome to come and watch. Another
own mini performances in groups, about Yorkshire
busy week ahead!
history. We can’t wait to see the finished product next
week.
Have a super weekend and thanks for your continued
I cannot believe how far we are in the year. We will
support.
certainly enjoy the last week of this half term!
Miss Shepherd and Mrs Kennedy
Mrs Steel & Mrs Rogers

Year 5

We can't quite believe we're already in the last week
of our first half term of Year 5! It seems to have flown
by and we're all looking forward to having a bit of a
rest and recharge. However before that, we still have
lots of exciting learning to do.
In English, we will be having a grammar focus on
types of sentences including simple, compound and
complex sentences in order to make our writing a bit
more sophisticated. In our project lessons we will be
taking on the role of a historian and continuing to expand our background knowledge of Henry VIII and
working out exactly why he had six wives. In PSHE
we will be continuing to look at discrimination and
how this can be presented in different forms.
We're looking forward to the House hockey and
House rugby competitions on Friday afternoon which
you are welcome to come and spectate at, which
houses will come out on top?

Year 6

Firstly, we really hope you enjoyed sampling the delicious bread we baked with Mr Freeman-Hacker as part
of our learning about microbes. Next week, inspired by
the 1851 Great Exhibition, Year 6 will be researching
and exhibiting a product of their choice, explaining and
exhibiting how it has changed over time. As part of this
final project, we will be applying our report writing skills
to create information texts that are both informative and
entertaining.
In maths, we continue to solve a range of more complex
problems, applying our knowledge of the four operations.
We will also be reflecting on our time at Bewerley Park,
discussing personal achievements and challenges that
we faced over the weekend. After an adventurous and
active weekend, we are sure everyone will be looking
forward to a well deserved break over the half term.

Thanks as always for your support
Please can we remind children to bring their Accelerated Reader books into school each day and to make The Year 6 team
sure they come to school in school shoes on a Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Have a lovely weekend,
Miss Kendra and Mr Bull

NOTICE BOARD
CHOIR
There will be no Choir rehearsal on Thursday 21 October as the mini concert is taking place
Mini Concert - Thursday 21 October at 4:00pm in Music School Hall
A mini concert will be taking place 4:00pm for children who wish to perform solos/duets. Children have
signed up to perform at this concert.
If your child has signed up to play at this mini concert, they should bring their instruments and music into
school next week and let Mrs Parkin hear the piece they are intending to perform.
A letter will be sent later next week inviting parents to the concert.

School Uniform Shop
The School Shop is open term time Mon-Fri 1.00-5.00pm and holidays Mon, Wed, Fri 1.00-5.00pm.
Please use the link to the booking system here. Parents are welcome to pop into the shop but
should be aware they may have to wait, or can order online; a version of click and deliver is available.
Website link: here then Search By School, enter Pocklington School and click Shop Now and use the
password York, or please ring 01759 302245.
Ms Amanda Smith, School Shop Manager

Date for your diary!

On Friday 22nd October, we will be holding our annual McMillan Coffee afternoon.
You are invited to join us for a coffee and cake and help to raise funds for MacMillan.
Our staff are taking part in a Bake Off Competition and their cakes will be available for you to buy on the
afternoon. The theme for the bakers this year is Rainbows
and we can’t wait to see what the staff of
Pocklington Prep School produce.. Will they live up to the high standard of the hedgehog cakes a couple of
years ago?
Our school council will be judging the cakes on the morning and they are responsible for announcing best
in show and star baker.
More details to follow with timings and location to be confirmed.
Please note: we don’t want any cakes from pupils on this occasion.
Dogs on School Site
Please could I bring to your attention that although dogs can be brought onto school premises and taken
along paved footpaths, the Foundation policy is that they are not to be taken onto either the sports fields or
any other grassed area on the school site, this includes inside the Astro turf fencing. Owners are also asked
to clean up any mess that their dog leaves.
Many thanks,
Mr A Clark, Health and Safety Advisor

David Byas Sports Academy – Autumn / Winter Camp Dates 2021-2022
Hockey 28th – 29th Oct, 21st – 22nd Dec, 21st – 22nd Feb, 10am – 4pm, £65 (2 days) / £35 (1 day)
Netball 25th – 26th Oct, 24th – 25th Feb 10am – 4pm, £65 (2 days) / £35 (1 day)
Winter Cricket - 14 Week Programme Starting w/b 8th Nov until Easter
Ages 14+ - Mondays 5.15pm to 6.45pm £295, Ages 7-11 Thursdays 5:15-6:45pm £295
Ages 12-13yrs – Fridays 5.15pm to 6.45pm £295
For further information and to make a booking please visit the website www.byasacademy.co.uk , email info@byasacademy.co.uk or follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram Mr D Byas, Director of Sport

Swim Squad

Well done super SWIMMERS! Our wonderful Swim Squad and Development Group swam in their first gala
for twenty months last Wednesday. Our opposition was Ackworth School, who brought a strong team, but our
Pock Prep swimmers kept their cool, remembered their techniques and all the lessons learnt in the last few
squad sessions to storm ahead. Unfortunately we could not admit spectators but the children more than made
up for this with their cheering and words of encouragement. The final result was Pock Prep 141 and Ackworth 84. Amazing swimming!
Our next gala is on Wednesday 10th November and will involve the Swim Squad members only as we are
hosting two other schools.
Mrs Bousfield

