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he and many others like him will be released, and after that, she

says, they *ill "ll begin their real wgrk and turn the world upside-

down. \fell? How do you like that? Fine, isnt it?"

Yes, so what does-the Almighry do? He is, after all, 'h gmcious

and mirciful Lord," so He ."yt io me: "Just you wait, frtyt, I will
bring something to pass that'll make you forget all your former

ffoubles..."
And sure enough-this is a story worrh hearing. I wouldnt tell

it to anoch., p.rroi, because the pain is great and.the shame is still

greater! o"ly, as it is written in our Book "shall I conceal it front
2braham?','-I have no secrets from you. \(hatever I have on my

mind I tell you. But there is one request I want to make: let it
remain between the two of us. I tell you once more: the pain is

great, but the shame, the shame is still greater!.v 
\feil, as it stands in the Pereh: "The Holy One, blessed be He,

wished to purtfi, A soul" God decided to do Fuyt .a favot, so he

*.rrt "rrdil.s.d him with seven female children, daughters, that

is, all of them lovely, clever, and beautiful, fresh and healthl-line
ffees, I tell you! oh, if only they had been ugly and ill-temper_ed it
might have'been better foi them and healthier for me. Now, I ask

yo,i, *h"t is the use of a gogd horse.if it is kept in a.stable? !7hat's

th. good of having b.autifnl daughters when you're stuck away

with-them out in " 
hol. where they see no live people except Ivan

poperilo, the headman of the village,. or the clerk Fedka Galagan, a

tali Gentile fellow with a mane of h"it and high boots, and the

Russian priest, may his name and his memory be blotted out_. I just

cant be"r to hear his name-not because I am a Jew and he is a

Christian priest. On the contfary, we have been well acquainted for

many y."r.. That is, we dont viiit each other to have a talk, not of

.o,rrr., do we wish each other a happy holiday; but, no matter,

when we meet we say good morning, a good year, what's new in

the world? I hate to g.i involved in long conversations with him,

because they are ,,rr.Io turn into a discussion: your.God, our God.

But I dont'let him go on-I interrupt with an aphorism and tell

him that we have a cirtain verse in the Bible... So he interrupts me

and says that he knows all these verses as well as I do, and perhaps

.rr.., #,r.r, and he begins to recire our Holy Bible in Hebrew to

me, with his Gentil. ptorun.iation: "Bereshit bara alokim"*-
every rime, every time tire same thing. So I interrupt him again and

* "In the beginning God teeted... '1 the opening words of Genesis (Hebrew).- 7r'
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man who creates books, a wonderful, tare, honest person. He also
comes from the common folk, he had no schooling at all but is
self-educated. Here is his portrair," she said, taking a small picture
out of a pocket and showing it to me.

"So this is he, your saintly man, Reb Gorky? I could swear that
I've seen him somewhere," I said, "either at the railway station car-

ryingsacks or in the woods hauling logs."
"So in your opinion," said she, "it's a fault if a man toiled with

his own hands? Dont you yourself work hard? And dont we work
hard?'

"Yes, yes," said I, "you are quite right. In our Law it says: 'When
tltou eatest the labor of thine oun hands'!-if you dont work, /ou
wont eat... Still, I cannot understand what Fedka was doing here.
It would give me greater pleasure if you were acquainted with him
at a distance; you mustnt forget 'Wltence thou camest and tphither
thou goest'-who you are and who he is."

Her answer to this was: "God created all men equal."
"Yes, yes, God created Adam our forefather in his own like-

ness, but we shouldn't forget that each one of us must seek his
equal, as it is written: 'From each according to his mennl.."'

"Amazing!" cried she. "For everything you have a quotation!
M"yb. you can also find one explaining why people divided them-
selves up into Jews and Gentiles, into lords and slaves, into nobili-
ty and beggars?"

"Tut-tut-tut, daughter!" said I. "It seems to me that you've
gone too far 

- 
strayed, as rhey say, into the 'sixth millennium'."

I explained to her that this had been the way of the world since
"before the six days of Creation."

So she asked: "'S7hy should that be the way of the world?"
I answered: "Because that is how God created His world."
"\flhy did God create His world so?"
"Eh," said I, "if we started asking questions-why this and

why that-'tltere utould be no end to it,'it would be a tale withour
an end."

"God gave us reason," she said, "so that we should ask ques-
tions."

"'We have a custom," said I, "that when a hen begins to crow
like a rooster it is immediately taken to the slaughterer; as we say
in the benediction: 'Who gaue tlte rooster the ability to discern
betuteen day and nigltt..."

"Maybe we've already had enough yammering out there?!"
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"Mv daughters," said I, "are' God forbid, not the kind of girls

,rou i"J. io t"p.*t for, th.y can stand up for themselves"'

'"*,iil.r, il,iJ'; r"ia he, ';is a matter of *hi.h she herself cannot

talk, another must speak for her, because it is a most important

matter, her future dePends on it"'
,,\rhose.or,...,iis the future of my child?" I asked. "Ir seems

to me that since we are speaking of futures I am a father to my

.hiiJ f.t a hundred and wenry yi"tt, isn't that so?"
-^---1T.,-r.," 

said he, "you 
"r. " 

i"th.r to your child. However, you

are blind to her "..ar. 
Your child is reaching out fo.r another

*.tii, U"t you dont understand her, or else you don't want to

understand her!"
..\Thetherldontunderstandherordontwanttounderstand

her is another matter," said I. "This we can have a little talk about'

But what has it got to do with you, Father?"

"It has quit! " lot to do with me' for she is now under my

."r.,J h. 
"nriu.r.d, 

lookit'g me straight in the eye and combing his

flowing beard with his -fittgttt' ..----^-- 
flr-i, jolted me, to b. Irrr.r -Y!.? My child is under your care?

\fh"t tigitt have you?" cried I, feeling -Lt:-Pt: flaring,up'
,,Dont ger so *ork.d ,rp, T.,r.ttt said he-*ith a cold-blooded

smile. "Slow down. You know that I am no enemy' God forbid' of
,o.r.rrr. even though you are a Jew. You know that I respect Jews,

ffi;;; il"r, Lri.al fo, the-, for their obstinacy, for their stub-

bor., ,.f,lr"l to understand what is meant for their own good'" 
..^

,.Dont you talk to me of our ow.n good, Father," said I' "for

.rr.ry *ord'Lto* hear from you is like a drop of deadly poison'

iif..'- bullet pi.r.irrf -y ht"'i' If you are' as you say' such a good

friend of mine, f "lt o"ly o"t favor of you: leave my daughter

alone..."--- l.yo,, are a foolish man," he retorted. "Nothing bad, God for-

bid, will happen to your daughter' She will be happy-she is going

io -"tty " h". -".t' I should live such a life'"
"Anien!" said I, forcing myself to laugh' while.my.heart was a

brrrtirrg G.he.rnl' 'At'd]*(o may he ie' this bridegroom' if
I mighihave the honor of knowing?"- 3 u must know him' said thl priest; "he is a lne and honest

young man, and Ot.rtt well educatti, 
"l'hottgh 

self-taught' and h.e

'1ju.,?;;;d;gl;.. 
".,d 

*"r,., to marry her, but he cant, for he is

notaJew.' r r

Fedkal was my instant thought, and I felt my head swimming;
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"Nothing," said I, "we've got ourselves into a nice hole. Maybe
you have some idea of whatt to be done?"

"You ask me for advice," said she, "woe is me... A child gets up
in the morning, strong and healthy, gets dressed and embraces me

and begins to kiss me, hug me and bursts into tears, but says noth-
ing. I thought that she-God forbid-had lost her mind! So I ask

her: lVhatt the matter with you, daughter?' She doesnt say a word
and runs out into the yard to see to the cows and disappears. I wait
an hour, I wait two hours, three hours-where is Chava? No Chava!

So I tell the children to run over the priestt house for a minute..."
"How did you kno*, Golda, that she was there?"
"Alas and alack! Dont I have eyes? Or maybe I am not her

mother?"
"lf you have eyes and if you are her mother," said I, "then why

didnt you say anything, why didnt you tell me?"
"Tell you? 'When are you at home? And when I do tell you

something-do you listen to me? til7hen a Person tells you some-

thing you immediately answer with a quotation; you've drummed
my head full of quotations and that's how you get by..."

That is what she, Golda, said to me, and I heard her weeping
in the darkness... She is pardy right, thought I, because what does

a woman understand? It pained my heart to hear her groaning and

weeping. So I said to her:
"Look, Golda, you are angry at me because I have a quotation

for everything; well, even this I must answer with a quotation. It is
written in our Book: As a father has mercy on his children!'-a
father loves his child. \Why doesnt the passage read: As a motlter
has mercy on lter children'-that a mother loves her child? Because a

mother is not a father; a father can speak differently to a child. Just
wait, tomorrow God willing, I'll see her."

"God grant," said she, "that you will be able to see her, and
him, too. He is not a bad man, even though he is a priest; he does

have compassion for people. You implore him, fall to his feet, per-
haps he'll have mercy."

"\7ho, the priest, may his name be accursed!? I should stoop

to the priest? Are you $azy ot have you lost your mind? 'Do not
oPen lour mluth to Satan,"'said I, "-y enemies wont live to hear

of such things!"
"Ah, you see! There you go again!" exclaimed Golda.
"'What did you think? That I should let myself be led by a

woman? That I would live according to your female reason?"
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human being does not take his own life-these are no idle words.

There "r. 
,16 wounds that dont heal, and no trouble that is not

forgotten with time. That is, one doesn't actually forget, but what

.".r"b. done? "Man is lihened s6 4 [g45s"-a man must toil, suffer,

labor to exhaustion for his piece of bread. So all of us got down to

work, my wife and the children with the jugs-and jars, I with my

horse and wagon, and "tbe world continued in its coLtrse" the

world does noi stand sdll. I told my family that chava was 'heuer

to be mentioned nor thought of"-.no more Chava! Blotted out for

good! Then I got together some fresh dairy products and set off for

Boiberik to my customers.
In Boiberik my customers welcomed me mosr enrhusiastically:

"How are you, Reb Tevye, why havent we seen you such a long

time?"
"How should I be," I answered. "'We reneu our days as of

s/61'-l'rr the same shlimazl I always was' one of my cows has

dropped dead."^"\Why 
is it," they asked, "that all these miracles happen to

you?" Then all of them and each one- separately wanted to know

what kind of cow I had lost, how much it cost me, and how many

other cows I had left. Laughing merrily, they joked and made fun

of me, a poor man, a shlimail, as is the custom of rich peopl.e

when they ha,r. just had a good meal, are in a cheerful mood,

everything is fine and green outdoors, the weather is balmy-just
right for J nice snooze. But Tevye is a person who can.take a joke:

.rJt fot the life of me would I have let them know what my feel-

ings really were!- 
Having sold all my goods, I set off for home with my empry

crocks 
".tJ ;"tr. 

Driving through the woods, I slackened the reins

and let the horse go on slowly, so thar he might stealthily crop a

tuft of grass now 
"nd 

th.n. Losing myself in-meditat]on-s, _I 
le1 my^

imagina-tion run away with me, thinking of life and of death, of
this"world and of the nexr, of what the world actually was, why a

man lived, and similar things-all in order not to let myself think
of Chava. But as if in spite, namely she, Chava' crePt into my

mind. Here she comes towards me, tall stately, beautiful and fresh

as a pine tree, or as she was in early childhood,.a tiny, sickly,

"l.rroit 
lifeless little baby nestling in my arms, her head dropping

over my shoulder. "\flhat do you wanr, chaveleh? Bread soaked in
milk? A sip of milk?.."

For a while I forgot what she had done and my heart went out
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ears so as not to hear her, I shut my eyes not to see her; I chanted
the shmin-esra and could not hear mr own voice, I beat my breast
and called myselfa sinner and did nor know what my sin was; my
life was in a muddl.e an{ I myself was bewildered. Lotd 

"obojy 
or

this encounter and sp.oke with nobody of chava, asked nobtdy
about her, although I knew very well where she was and where he
was and what they were doing, but nobody would find out any-
thing fro: -... My enemie. *6rr,live to ,.. th. day I complain io
anyone. That's the kind of person Tevye is!

I should like to know whether all men are like this, or whether
I alone am so crazy?

You know, for _example, it sometimes happens... you won't
laugh at me? I am afraid you will...

For instance, ir sometimes happens that I put on my Sabbath
coat and set off for the railway station; I am ieady ,o g., on the
train and go out there, to them, I know where they live. I go to the
ticket-window and ask the man to give me " .i.k.t. FIe asks,
"\7here to?" "To Yehupetz..._ 59 he ,"yr, "I know of no such city.,;
So I say, "Then it is not my fault..." And I turn and go back home,
take off my sabbath coat and get down ro work, ,o iy dairy wares
and the horse and wagon. As it is written: "Earh man to his
/65p7"-'111e tailor to his shears, the cobbler to his last.

. Yes, you are laughing at me! -ilzhat did I tell you? I even know
lvhat yo^u are thinking. You are thinking: This ftry., he is some-
thing of an imbecile!

- Therefore, ".YP to ltere and no further"-it's enough for today,
I mean... Be well and strong, and write me lerters. Atid, fo, Gojs
sake, dont forget_ what I^ask9d yo_u: keep silent concerning this,
dont make a book out of it. But if you do h"ppen to write]write
about someone else, not me. Forget about -.. A, the passage goes:
'And he wasforgotten"-ns more Tevye the Dairyman!
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