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Losing time?
The soon-to-be-implemented J-Term is raising questions whether students, specifically those in AP
courses, will be affected by the lack of academic instruction for two weeks. BY ASHLYNN BAKEMEYER
This January, the dynamic school schedule
will include a new two-week period called
January Term, also known as J-Term. This
is a time where students will choose one
or two specific classes or sessions offered
by a teacher and focus completely on that
concept during the two weeks following
winter break, instead of immediately returning to regular classes.
While several private schools in the area
have already implemented this, the winter
of the 2021-2022 school year will be the
first attempt at this on the Hill.
Because both teachers and students are
unfamiliar with J-Term, numerous questions have arisen, including whether students taking AP classes will be affected
by the two-week period in which they will
not be able to learn new material in order
to prepare for the AP exams in the spring.
One AP student, senior Allison Schneider,
said, “I’m taking four (AP classes) this semester and four next semester.” Those
classes include AP Literature, AP Calculus,
AP Psychology, AP Government and AP
Macroeconomics. Schneider said she was
concerned about the two weeks that will
take away time from the typical AP class
schedule. “I definitely think, especially
because I will be taking five exams in the
spring, it’s just going to be so much more
material to review, so if we are still learning more material, it’s going to be more
difficult to make sure I know everything
for the test,” Schneider said.
Schneider is an experienced AP student,
having taken AP World History freshman
year, AP Chemistry sophomore year and
AP Language and AP Physics junior year.
She has a study schedule that she has followed since freshman year. “Usually after
collecting all the material, I’ll spend a couple weeks leading up to the exam reviewing the material,” Schneider said.
But because of J-Term, Schneider said she
is worried that her typical schedule may
get rearranged. “I just think it will be harder to get all the material into that second

English teacher Mrs. Kim Carver serves as the school’s AP coordinator.
Photo by Izzy Marasco.

semester. And then the last two weeks
before the exams roll around, we are still
learning the material,” Schneider said.
Furthermore, Schneider was concerned
that because there are additional, unrelated classes being offered during J-Term,
and some students may lose sight of
the AP class and upcoming exams. But
Schneider said that most students should
be prepared for the start of the second
semester AP course “unless people are
still focused on J-Term material.”
While some worry that time will be an
issue with AP classes, Vice Principal of
Academic Support Mr. Brett Blondi said,
“I don’t think AP students will be heavily
affected by J-Term. I’m not real concerned
about J-Term affecting students’ AP
scores because — even though I’m new
here — from what I gather, our students
are very proficient and I’m very confident
in their abilities.”
Blondi added that there were some logistical considerations that the administration had to mediate. Some of those
considerations, he said, included “getting
creative on where to deliver instruction,
determining who gets first pick for classes
and figuring out how to give options for
students when classes fill up.”

Although Blondi said he doesn’t think AP
exams will be lower due to J-Term, he
said, “Content may have to be condensed.
But our students are very capable of performing up to their own expectations,
regardless of whether or not we have a
J-Term. Our students are so talented and
hardworking.”
Blondi said that last spring students here
at Cathedral took 650 AP exams last year
and averaged a 2.5.” AP exams are graded,
from lowest to highest, at 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5.
While Schneider said she did have some
concerns about the possible consequences J-Term could have on AP classes, she
said she was excited for the new twoweek period. She said she was most looking forward to all of the various specific
classes that J-Term will provide.
Blondi also said he was “super excited”
for the school to adapt to J-Term. “I did
J-Term in college for my junior and senior
year and I loved it. Personally, I would
have loved to take those classes when I
was your age. I’m excited for the opportunity for students to try out new classes.”
Editor’s note: Reporter Meg Hasch contributed to this story.

PAGE 4

OCTOBER 12, 2021

IRISHMEGAPHONE.COM

Shining a light on shadowing

This program has returned to its pre-pandemic norms with only a few minor changes for this year.
BY DANIEL KENT
One of the school’s most successful admissions programs has made a comeback
this year. The shadow program allows
prospective eighth graders to fully immerse themselves in a student’s day on
the Hill. The program is a major factor that
contributes to the high school decision
making process.
However, it was scaled back last year due
to various pandemic restrictions.
Some changes last year included shadows
not being able to spend the whole school
day on the Hill and not eating lunch in the
cafeteria. But admission operations manager Mrs. Maribeth Cloud ‘86 said she is
excited about this year’s new opportunities. She noted how the new Innovation
Center has been especially beneficial for
the program. Shadows begin the day in a
newly built classroom that has a spectacular view of the campus.
Cloud said that shadows are able to eat in
the new dining hall, which offers a place
where they can, and she said, “Break
bread with folks, and that builds community and builds relationships, and you’re
able to learn more.”
Although the pandemic brought about
many restrictions that changed the shadow program, Cloud said that the admissions department learned much from the
experience as well. Last year, the time that
shadows spent on the Hill was limited,
and they were released before the end of
the day. This year, shadows are released
at 2:05 p.m. so that their families are able
to avoid the chaos of the pick up line.
Cloud was also happy to say that the Irish
Expert Panel would continue this year.
Cloud said, “We have a panel of Irish experts, which are three of our current students who volunteer to help out and answer questions and provide information.”
Shadow host and sophomore Julia Morrell
said, “We go over the uniform and what
their life would be like at Cathedral.” These
changes to the shadow program provide

Freshman shadow hosts and their guests gather outside of the Innovation Center at the end of
the school day.
Photo submitted.

opportunities for prospective students to
learn more about the school.
A shadow can experience many aspects of
campus life in their visit. The day begins at
8 a.m. with a meet and greet, followed by
the Irish Expert Panel until 8:30. Shadows
are then paired with their hosts and attend class with them until their dismissal.
Morrell said, “If they’re really interested in
a specific thing, like art, I’ll take them to
Cunningham.”
Shadows are treated to a free lunch in the
dining hall as well. Cloud noted that shadow hosts also usually give a tour of the
school.
"Don't be Only students in eighth grade

can shadow. To apply to be a shadow,
Cloud explained that the visitor and their
parent or guardian can go to gocathedral.
com/apply where they will fill out a form
with basic demographic information and
interests. Unless a specific host is requested, shadows and hosts are matched
based on the shadow’s interests.
Cloud said, “Our office greatly appreciates
everyone’s enthusiasm and commitment
to our process, and we greatly appreciate
the big Irish welcome that our visitors receive from the students and educators.”
She also noted that the Open House will
be on Oct. 14 beginning at 5:30 p.m., and
that event provides a much larger number
of people to learn about life on the Hill.
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Not looking for Alaska

A new member of the Class of 2021 makes a move of more than 3,000 miles to join the Cathedral
family on the Hill.
BY AVERY STUCKEY
Every school year, it’s not uncommon
for a few students to transfer to another school and for others to join the Irish
family.
But for one senior, that move was somewhat out of the ordinary and involved a
relocation of more than 3,700 miles, from
Eagle River, Alaska, to her new home in
Indianapolis, according to senior Sloan
Medders.
“I moved Aug. 8, 2021,” Medders said.
Relocations include making decisions to
make like housing, jobs, and especially
school. However, the decision to come
here was fairly simple. “The atmosphere,
the college prep help, the God aspect
and how God is incorporated into an every day part of our school,” Medders said
about her decision to enroll at Cathedral.
Even though the decision was made easily, the transition can still be challenging.
“It has been overwhelming getting to
know where all my classes are and understanding my schedule, but everybody has
been super helpful, and open hearted,”
Medders said
Peers play a part but even staff members can assist in a change like this. “My
teachers have been very understanding of where I am coming from, and my
counselors have been super helpful,” said
Medders
Her lifestyle had to change quite a lot because of the move, and the senior needed
time to adjust. “Not living with my parents
is a big one. Living away from home away
from all my friends and family (is) kind of like
starting college a year early,” Medders said.

mostly just (have) more independence,”
said Medders.

Because she is now living so far away
from home she has more responsibilities.
“I have to be holding myself accountable.
My mom’s not there to tell me to do my
homework and she isn’t there to wake me
up in the morning, so I set my own alarm
to get up, I get myself out of the door.
I tell myself to do my homework (and)

Lifestyle was not the only thing that
changed. Medders arrived during the typical Hoosier heat wave in August. “The humidity was definitely a big change (as well
as) the atmosphere and who I am around
and barely knowing anybody, since I came
in only knowing two or three people that
attended,” Medders said.

Leaving behind the beautiful landscapes of mountains in Alaska, Medders has made her way to
the Hill.
Photo submitted

Moving can create lots of feelings of anxiety and nervousness but also leaves much
room for excitement. “I was excited but
anxious: Excited for a new start and excited to be at Cathedral, but anxious to make
new friends, to do good in all my classes,
and knowing my way around the school
and not getting lost,” Medders said. “It has
been a really good experience, it was totally worth it. I wish I had come my junior
year.”
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Breast Cancer Awareness Month

The disease impacts 1 in 8 women nationwide, and early detection and routine screenings are
essential.
BY NICHOLAS RODECAP
Every October, the color pink seems to
make a sudden appearance in countless
aspects of life around the United States
and the world, signifying Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. Pink shows up on
clothing, water bottles, shoes and football
fields nationwide.
While some may brush this imagery off
as nothing more than marketing or some
sort of outlandish tradition, the need for
awareness not only of breast cancer, but
how to best prevent and detect it, is an
ever-present one. Organizations take part
in campaigns to increase understanding
of breast cancer and raise funds for further scientific investigation into its causes, prevention, diagnosis and treatment.
The American Cancer Society emphasizes the importance of regular breast cancer screenings for women. Though breast
cancer can impact men and women of
any age, doctors especially recommend
that women between the ages of 45 and
50 begin to receive routine screenings as
older women are most at-risk for the disease. While breast cancer can be found
after symptoms appear, a great deal of
women with breast cancer do not have
symptoms.
That being said, the most common symptom of breast cancer is a new lump or
mass. However, it is essential that anything out of the ordinary is examined by
a health care provider. The most essential
form of screening is a mammogram, which
has the ability to detect the cancer up to
two years before it can be felt.
Though there is not a specific cause,
breast cancer risk factors include age,
family history, genetic mutations and
other factors such as diet and physical activity, according to cancercare.org. Early
detection is of the utmost importance
with breast cancer, as the earlier it is recognized the easier it is to treat.
“When they look at you and tell you that
you’re probably not going to see another
Christmas, it’s a pretty devastating thing,”

Math teacher Mrs. Lisa Ford is a cancer survivor.
Photo by Macy Llewellyn.

math teacher Mrs. Lisa Ford said. Though
she is not a breast cancer survivor, Ford
currently has cancer and is in remission.
“(Cancer) is something that I live with
every single day,” she said. “While it is a
huge part of my life, unfortunately, I’ve
tried really hard not to let it define me. I
can’t help but worry, but I try not to be
consumed by worry.”
Given that cancer impacts each individual
differently, Ford said that there is not an
easy way to give advice. “I think it’s really
important to control what you can control. I’m an absolute fitness freak because
I know that a strong, healthy body is the
best way to fight (cancer). But a strong
healthy mind is also the best way to fight
it. I would advise people who know people with cancer to be supportive of them
and to never say ‘I know what you’re going through,’ because unless you’ve gone
through (cancer), you don’t know,” she
said.
Ford emphasized the importance of being
present to support those who are battling
cancer. “You can be there for them and let
them have their space to work through it
as best they can,” she said.

The Indy SurvivOars, one such avenue
of support for breast cancer survivors,
are based at Geist Reservoir in northeast
Indianapolis. The Dragon Boat racing
team is partnered with numerous health
care providers around Indianapolis and
they participate in competitions across
the country. Ford has paddled with the
SurvivOARS as what she termed a “support oar.”
Since only women who are breast cancer
survivors can fill the 22-seat boat, Ford
cannot compete in the races, but she assists in training and on occasion participates in support oar races. “It’s an amazing organization,” she said. “If anyone has
extra dollars, it is a great cause, especially
during the month of October. If anybody
needs more information, I’m happy to
provide it,” she said.
According to the CDC, the most effective ways to decrease chances of getting
breast cancer are to maintain a healthy
weight and exercise regularly and limit alcohol consumption.
You can learn more about breast cancer
at www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer.
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Up and running

Students and educators are now able to take full advantage of the labs located in the new Innovation
Center.
BY LILLY ART
After years of funding, planning and
building, the new Innovation Center
classrooms finally opened. Construction
was completed during the second week
of September and the facility has been in
use ever since.
The Innovation Center consists of two
floors, with three labs on the top floor
and three classrooms on the bottom floor.
The top floor is being used for chemistry
and biology classes, and the bottom floor
has been set aside for the use of physics,
engineering, computer science, robotics,
and entrepreneurship classes.
The new laboratories have created
advantages for teachers and students. All
of the science teachers have used them
at least once this year, and more than
80 labs have been conducted since the
opening of these laboratories.
In addition, Ms. Sarah Woelfer has been
hired to set up labs for different science
classes. She works with teachers to
improve the laboratory experience for
all students. There have been a lot more
labs that are being conducted so far this
school year because teachers do not have
to set them up.
By having new classrooms in which to
teach STEM courses, an increase in the
number of students interested in STEM
is expected over the course of the next
few school years. Having classrooms
dedicated to this branch of science
highlights its importance and encourages
students to take STEM classes.
STEM co-director and chemistry teacher
Mr. Howard Fogel said, “It will allow our
students and faculty to increase interest
in their disciplines, as well as shine a
bright light on the work we are currently
doing.” He said he believes that these
changes will help students look at STEM
in a whole new light.
Space is an important factor when it comes
to science projects and lab experiments.
The new rooms are much bigger than

While they were vacant at the start of the school year, the labs in the new Innovation Center are
now being used every day by both STEM teachers and students.
Photo by Izzy Marasco.

regular sized classrooms. This allows
more space to set up equipment and it
gives students room to spread out while
working. The classrooms were designed
to provide opportunities to increase the
types of laboratory experiments being
conducted.
Another added benefit to the Innovation
Center is the floor-to-ceiling windows
around the outside of the building.
Students and teachers have an amazing
view of the campus in every classroom.
Woelfer says that the beautiful views
make the classroom setting more
appealing to everyone in the rooms. Fogel
also says that his favorite part of the new
building is looking out the windows of the
chemistry labs at the Legacy Cross, which
is located on the east side of he courtyard

between Loretto and Kelly halls.
The new building has had a positive effect
on both students and faculty and also will
be on full display to visitors to the campus
during Open House on Oct. 14. Students
are able to receive a more hands-on
curriculum that excites and inspires them.
Fogel said, “There is already an increase
in the energy of the student body that is
definitely related to the excitement of the
new Innovation Center.”
According to Cathedral's website, "Our
premier facility will push Cathedral to
the forefront of education with a space
that not only promotes interdisciplinary
learning and exploration, but also will
captivate our students with an enhanced
academic approach to science."
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Academic honors

Three seniors earn recognition from the National Merit Semifinalist Scholarship Corporation for their
exemplary PSAT scores.
BY CAROLINE SCHILLING
Each year, National Merit Semifinalists
are chosen from throughout the United
States. This year, seniors Lauren Caldwell,
Jasmine Zimmer and Allison Schneider are
among the 16,000 students nationwide
who were selected based on their exceptional PSAT scores.
This accomplishment can lead to scholarships for future academic success and
puts these three seniors in line for potential admission to the nation’s most prestigious and rigorous colleges.
All three of the semifinalists shared advice
and how they had prepared for the test.
Zimmer wrote, “To prepare for the PSAT, I
did a lot of practice online. Khan Academy
offers personalized practice based on previous PSAT scores, so I used that to prepare for the test. I thought it was really
helpful and it made me a lot more confident going into the test.”
Caldwell added, “In order to put myself in
the best possible position to succeed on
the PSAT, I diligently prepared for the test
by taking rigorous academic classes and
complimenting my curriculum with external preparation and studying.” Schneider
said that her counselor, Ms. Jenny Myers,
informed her of her achievement in the
beginning of August.
Schneider advised students to start thorough preparation some time before. “Get
a good night’s sleep before the test, and if
you’re worried, take some practice tests.
There are lots that you can find online
or on Khan Academy.” The next stage is
Finalist, with scholarships to those awarded.
Director of counseling Mrs. Gretchen
Watko ‘00 noted how the counseling department and the school recognizes these
Semifinalists. Watko said, “The school receives notice of who our Semifinalists are.
The National Merit Scholarship Program
will also include letters and a press release document that we give to (director
of marketing) Mrs. (Grace) Rodecap, and
then the principal congratulates the stu-

Three seniors, from left, Lauren Caldwell, Jasmine Zimmer and Allison Schneider, have been
named National Merit Semifinalists. They offered their advice on how to prepare for the PSAT.
Photo submitted.

dent. (It is) a combination of principal,
counseling department and marketing.”
Covid has impacted this, as many schools
have been reluctant to host the tests.
Both preparation for the test and taking
the test itself have both been hampered
by the precautions for in person administration of the exams.
Caldwell wrote how proud she is of the
achievement. She said, “This prestigious
honor is extremely meaningful because it
recognizes and celebrates my dedication
to my studies throughout the course of
my Cathedral years. Through my curriculum, extracurricular activities, clubs and
service experiences, I have been able to
holistically develop my character and intellect that culminated in this honor.”
The process to become a National Merit
Semifinalist begins junior year when students take the PSAT. Once the PSAT score
is known, it is submitted. During college
applications, SAT and ACT scores are sent
to colleges and used in the selection index for these awards. The requirements
for tests changed during Covid, as it was
more challenging for students to get out

to take tests such as these.
Semifinalists were told on Sept. 11 of the
achievement, and were nationally recognized on Sept. 15 by the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation. Caldwell wrote,
“The application for Finalist standing, the
next stage of this award, (had to be filed
by Oct. 3). This application details extracurricular activities, family information
and a personal essay.”
Caldwell wrote, “Cathedral recognized
the three Semifinalists through their marketing platforms, celebrating our achievements while also paving the way for fellow underclassmen to pursue Semifinalist
standing. Teachers and faculty were congratulatory as they understood the honor of this award, which speaks volumes
about their work as teachers and as a collective institution to prepare the three of
us to achieve this award.”
The school encourages students to strive
for excellence similar to these awards.
Seeing other students succeed influences and encourages their peers and the
underclassmen. Schneider wrote, “It was
nice to see my hard work pay off.”
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Haunted trail

With two years since the last iteration, Champions Together hopes to restore the Halloween event
to its former glory
BY LIAM EIFERT
The pandemic momentarily halted the
inertia of tradition which the school so
cherishes. After seriously restricting or
canceling so many beloved functions
from school-wide schedules, it’s hard
to remember what is supposed to come
next. For example, after only a year of
disturbance, most students have forgotten
about the haunted trail. Although this is
not the case for junior Catherine Holtrup.
“I did it freshman year. It was so much
fun even though it was raining. It was just
the atmosphere of it and it was with all
my friends. We helped out scaring people
too, and at the end we walked over to
Taco Bell. It was just a fun night.”
Wanting to recreate, but also evolve
the tradition, Holtrup and rest of the
Champions Together leadership team
are bringing back the haunted trail on
Oct. 16. Juniors Margaret Hasch, Melissa
Sheppard and Sabrina Ackley, along with
sophomore Bryce Hahn were at the
forefront of the effort through their roles
in Champions Together.
Although the exact price is yet to be
determined, the less than seven dollar fee
will help fund Special Olympics events.
Senior Vice President for Admission and
Advancement Mr. Dave Worland is the
club moderator for Champions Together.
This is the first year that Champions
Together has organized the event.
Worland said, “I give no credit to myself
for the leadership to do this cool thing. It’s
all our student leadership on Champions
Together.”

Eroded steps by the Mary Grotto located on the haunted trail.
Photo by Melissa Sheppard.

Worland admitted however, “If it looks like
the weather is going to be a factor that is
going to harm it, we will have provisions
made so that we still will go with it, but it
will be somewhere under a roof.” If things
go as planned though, masks will not be
required for the all-outside haunted trail.

Recent improvements to the trail
unrelated to the effort have bolstered
the accessibility of the trail. Worland said,
“Our trail has been strengthened by our
men’s club and others here just recently
that made it safer, and they brought bark
in different areas so when you walk down
the path it’s not muddy and there’s not
holes.”

The leadership team adopted a “Alice in
Wonderland” theme for the event. The
goal is to transform the entire trail around
the school, from Cunningham around to
the tennis courts. Holtrup said, “We’re
trying to get some donations and the
theatre offered to help make some of
the stuff which was really nice of them.”
Last spring, the theatre put on “Alice in
Wonderland” for the Spring play.

No inside areas of the school are planned
to be utilized except for restrooms.

Hours for younger children, who won’t be
scared quite so thoroughly, are 3 to 6 p.m.

and from 7 to 10 p.m. is the time for the
older children. Volunteers will help clean
up from 10 to 11:30 p.m. Holtrup said,
“We’re still looking for people. We have a
sign up sheet if anybody’s interested in it.
We’re open to anything, we have a dance
party for the little kids, and some leaders
will walk the trail with people — we have
so many options that are available and we
still need to fill spots.”
Worland hoped that many people would
come to the event. He stressed, “We want
everybody and anybody to come. Even if
outdoors, people are concerned about
Covid protocols, we’ll make sure that
people are spread out, and make sure that
it’s safe. Help us spread the word and get
as many people who’d like to come and
have a good time. It’ll be exciting, it’ll be
fun. It’ll be worth their visit up here.”
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Open House

After being virtual for the past two years, the event on Oct. 14 is expected to draw a large attendance
due to the novelty of the Innovation Center.
BY ASHLYNN BAKEMEYER
The annual Open House is set to take
place live on the Hill on Oct. 14 for the
first time since the last one in 2019. The
event is one of the school’s top opportunities to display all that the Irish have to
offer for prospective students and their
families.
Associate director of admissions Mrs.
Beth Wissler said that the importance
of the Open House for the school lies in
“showcasing the new Innovation Center,
showcasing our academics, athletics and
clubs to potential students and parents.”
Because the Open House is influential in
presenting everything that students and
staff members love on the Hill, there is a
multitude of work involved in the event.
Wissler said, “Preparing the buildings;
recruiting volunteers; sending, receiving,
sorting invitations; advertising; planning
the menu because food will be served;
planning the Mass because Mass will be
held; giveaways and brochures” were only
some of the different activities included
in the preparation and presentation of the
Open House.
Although the Open House was virtual
last year, Wissler said that there was still
a great deal of planning involved. But
Wissler said, “It’s a different kind of planning. (For) the virtual Open House, we
needed less volunteers, but we needed
to be more deliberate of what we were
showing. This year we need all hands on
deck, every staff member to help, every
student to help. But knowing that we
are going to be live is significantly easier
because every staff member and every
student has their own personal Cathedral
story that they can’t wait to tell.”
Several students and most if not all staff
members have signed up to volunteer
and tell these stories. Wissler estimated
that “40 parents, 100 staff members and
around 300 students” are volunteering on
the night of Open House. Wissler added,
“We can never have too many volunteers.”
Tour guides and National Honor Society

The new entrance will serve as the official welcoming site for the school’s annual Open House
on Oct. 14.
Megaphone file photo.

members make up a large portion of the
student volunteers. Wissler noted the
differences between the tour guides’
and NHS volunteers’ jobs and said, “Tour
guides will specifically be showing the
school. National Honor Society volunteers will be more like live question and
answer kiosks.
“The National Honor Society students’ job
is to answer questions and give directions
as needed. They are a live talking Q&A kiosk, whereas a tour guide is more specifically getting you throughout the building.”
Student-led tours and Q&A stations
would not be possible during a virtual
Open House. The in-person contact at
this year’s Open House is expected to
create a more personal experience for
visitors. “I think any time you can have
a face-to-face conversation, it’s always
going to be more effective. Knowing that
we are all so hungry for that face-to-face
conversation, I think our guests will be
very receptive. And then you throw in the
brand new Innovation Center and dining
hall, and that’s just icing on the cake,”
Wissler said.

The Innovation Center is anticipated to
pull a large crowd. “I think we will have
so many people who come just to see
the new building. It’s going to be a enormous draw, which is wonderful,” Wissler
said. Several parents of current students
still have not had the opportunity to tour
the new building. Wissler said, “We’ve all
been living through this transition, and
how fun it is to be able to show this transition.”
Although Wissler said Open House’s impact on admissions is “not really quantifiable,” she added that “it certainly doesn’t
hurt” the process. “With more and more
information being available on the
Internet, the necessity to visit a school live
— although it’s important — is not as imperative as it used to be. Our prospective
families have so many ways to visit our
school now, open house instead of being
the main opportunity, it has become one
of the opportunities.” Wissler said.
Social media, websites and other online
programs contribute to the array of experiences prospective families can participate in.
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A shot in the arm

Pfizer seeks approval for children ages 5 to 11 to receive the vaccine, so your little brother or sister
could be next to be protected from serious illness.
BY MEG HASCH
The Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine has been
available for adults and teenagers for
several months. Now, it is on its way to
being approved for children ages 5-11.
With a lower dosage, the Pfizer vaccine
is showing positive results for younger
children. Data have been submitted to the
FDA for emergency approval.
When asked about where Pfizer is in the
process of being approved for younger
children, school nurse Mrs. Marianne
Vogt ‘83 said, “The Pfizer vaccine for
5- to 11-year-olds is expected to have
emergency approval within the next two
weeks.” There is no way of knowing how
many of these elementary age kids will
receive the vaccine as parents look at all
the factors in the process of vaccinating
children.
Once the final decision is made, Vogt said,
“After the approval, the number of Covid
cases would hopefully decline within five
weeks from when the first shot was given,
but that depends on the effectiveness of
the vaccine against the current variants of
Covid in the U.S.” Currently, elementaryaged children are being hospitalized for
Covid-19 at a significantly high rate.
While parents of younger children will
debate whether their child should receive
the vaccine, many older children have
already received both shots. A large
number of students who are 16 or older
have received the vaccine and have
been eligible to do so since March. Many
students on the Hill are already vaccinated
-- but several have not.
Vogt said, “I do not have exact numbers
on the percent vaccinated at Cathedral,
but we believe it to be around 80% or
more based on the number of people who
responded to our survey.”
Some students have siblings in the 5 to
11 age group who will be given the option
soon to be vaccinated. One of these
students is sophomore Monica DeSanto.
She has four siblings and said, “The oldest
is 20 (referring to her brother), the next

Approval of the Pfizer vaccine for children between the ages of 5 and 11 will have a positive
effect on educators who have sons and daughters in that age group, according to school nurse
Mrs. Marianne Vogt ‘83.
Photo by Macy Llewellyn.

17 (her sister), then a 12-year old (brother)
and last a 10-year-old (sister).”
Different families have had the younger
age group receive the vaccine. DeSanto
said, “My younger brother is vaccinated
against Covid-19 and went into the
doctor’s office to do it in a calmer
environment. We will do the same for my
sister once it is approved.”
While the approval of the vaccine for
younger children may not seem to directly
affect the Hill, Vogt said, “The approval of
this vaccine will help our staff with young
children tremendously. "Unvaccinated
children still have to quarantine, and that
is a huge strain on these families. If the
parent works, they have to stay home
with their children each time they are
quarantined. One of our staff members
has had her son quarantined for over
20 days already this school year. I don’t
think it will affect our students too much
except for fewer teachers absent, and if
they have young siblings at home, maybe

more opportunities to go on vacation or
to movies and other group things with
their entire family.”
DeSanto added, “I think this will help the
school’s cases go down because there
will be less of a chance for families to get
Covid.”
Vogt said, “I just want students to know
that things are getting better. It may not
seem like it, but look back to last year and
you will see how much more freedom
we have this year. Movies and concerts
and way fewer students have had to
quarantine. The science is working and it
is amazing how much more doctors and
researchers know about Covid. I think if
we can all just practice a little patience,
compassion and show empathy to others,
we will get through this together.”
DeSanto added, “Remember to mask up,
because even though you’re vaccinated,
you can still spread and get Covid. Stay
safe.”
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Football update

Class 5A top-ranked Irish to host Class 6A top-ranked Center Grove as the regular season wraps up
for Coach Peebles’ team.
BY WILL MAYER
As the varsity football regular season
draws to a close, there’s one more game
that happens to be circled on the calendar,
a game that will be the focus of the entire
state, the game against Center Grove.
This Week 9 matchup will consist of two
teams ranked at the top of their class in
Indiana and in the Top 40 in the nation.
Center Grove, ranked number 1 in the
state and ninth in the nation, will take on
the Irish, ranked Number 2 in the state
overall and first in Class 5A and 39th in
the nation according to MaxPreps.
Head Coach Mr. Bill Peebles ‘88 addresses
the big challenges that this game will
bring on both sides of the ball for the
Irish starting with the players that Center
Grove has on their roster.
Peebles said, “Caden Curry might be the
best football player I’ve ever coached
against in my 30 plus years of coaching
high school football. He’s a significant
talent and he’s different than most guys.
He has offers from just about every team
in each of the Power 5 conferences. He
has a rare combination of talent and work
ethic.
“Center Grove’s Tayven Jackson is a
University of Tennessee recruit (and the
Trojans’ quarterback). He’s an outstanding
football player and he’s been their starter
at that position for three straight years.
He’s a big part of their success over the
last couple of years.”
On paper, the Irish have played a
tougher schedule than the Trojans
but Peebles doesn’t believe that the
previous opponents of any of these teams
will matter come game time. Peebles
said, “First of all, the records in the
(Metropolitan Athletic Conference) don’t
really matter because all of the teams in
that conference beat up on each other.
But Center Grove has dominated that
conference, which is either the first or
second best conference in the state of
Indiana and most years they are the best
conference in the state.

During the Homecoming game on Sept. 24, junior running back Carson Johnson makes a
Hammond Morton defender miss. The Irish won 51-0. Johnson and his teammates hope for
more plays such as this when the Irish host Class 6A top-ranked Center Grove at Arlington on
Oct. 15.
Photo by Ashlynn Bakemeyer.

“We’ve played a tough schedule this
year. We’ve played the Number-1
and Number-2 teams in the Hoosier
Crossroads Conference in Westfield and
Brownsburg. Westfield, Center Grove,
Carmel and Brownsburg are probably the
four best teams in the state in my opinion.
We’ve played two of those teams, Center
Grove has only played one. I think that
we’ve played comparable schedules.
They’ve
probably
dominated
the
scoreboard more than we have. They’ve
had a lot more running clocks.
“This game, we just need to rely on our
fundamentals. This game is going to come
down to mistakes. The team that makes
the least amount of mistakes has the best
chance to win. We’re going to have to
play our best football in order to win this
game.”
If you ask any of the Irish football players
what is on the line for this game, you’ll
hear a long explanation of why this game

matters. But for Peebles, not so much.
Peebles said, “In reality, this game
shouldn’t mean anything. Center Grove
has already won the MIC and they have
their conference championship. Our last
goal is to win the last game we play in our
season, which doesn’t mean the regular
season. That being said, this is a bragging
rights game. If you care about national
rankings, this is a big game for national
rankings, which makes it a lot of fun.
“This is a fun game. This will be a fun
atmosphere. Our kids are going to enjoy
it. Their kids are going to enjoy it. I
hope both of our communities have fun
watching this game and we all want the
bragging rights. This is a bragging rights
game because there’s no hardware on the
line. It’s simply just for bragging rights.”
The Irish will play against the Trojans of
Center Grove at 7 pm. on Oct. 15. The
game will be played at Arlington Middle
School.
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Fall sports update
COMPILED BY LUKE SPENCER

Women’s cross-country
At this City meet on Sept. 22, the women’s cross-country team placed well for
all three of their teams. The varsity team
placed second overall in the meet, with
solid performances by both the freshman
and JV teams as well. Junior Grace Bragg
won the JV race and freshman Ashlee
Naaman placed third in the freshman race.
Upcoming: The team competed in the
Sectional on Oct. 9 at Brebeuf, finishing
seventh in a nine-team field.
From Head Coach Ms. Allie Griffith: “We
are especially proud of our runners for
performing so well at the City meet and
for their perseverance this season.”

Women’s volleyball
Both the Varsity and JV women’s volleyball teams captured City championships.
The varsity team beat Bishop Chatard on
Oct. 7 to win the title.
Upcoming: The team will compete in the
Sectional on Oct. 14 at North Central at
6 p.m. They will face off against Warren
Central, a team with a record of 2-22 as
of Oct. 8.
Team goals: According to Head Coach
Mrs. Mary Hemer, “We’ve beaten certain
teams that we aimed to beat at the beginning of the season. We also won the City
championship, which was a goal of ours.”
Their goals for the rest of the season include winning Sectional and Regional titles and advancing as far as possible in the
State tournament.”
From Coach Hemer: “Our team is really
starting to hit our stride offensively and
defensively. We are becoming extremely
scrappy and will out work a lot of our opponents. I’m so excited to see what the
girls can do in the State tournament.”

Men’s tennis
The men’s tennis team finished the sea-

son with an 8-7 record after facing one
of the toughest schedules in the state.
The highlights of their season included a
City championship and a victory against
Brebeuf Jesuit, which was ranked 16th in
the state at the time. The team finished
their season with a loss to North Central
in the Sectional.
Junior Sam Black and senior Fisher
Van Rooy had standout seasons as the
Numbers 2 and 3 singles players. Black
finished with a record of 16-3, while Van
Rooy wrapped up his season with a record
of 13 wins and five loses.
Team goals: According to Head Coach Mr.
Jeff Giles, “The boys’ tennis team met all
of the season goals by ending the season
with a winning record, improving from the
beginning of the season and winning the
City championship.”
From Coach Giles: “The team had another successful season again playing one of
the toughest schedules in the state. The
boys ended the season with a winning
record and won the City championship.
All of the guys showed improvement
throughout the season and were playing
their best tennis at the end of the season.
We started the year playing seven different line-ups in the first seven matches
due to players being out sick or due to injuries. Finally, I am most proud of the varsity team for earning a combined average
GPA of 3.95.”

Women’s soccer
The women’s soccer team has a record
of 11-1-6 as of Oct. 9. They advanced to
the Regional after defeating both Beech
Grove and Batesville in the Sectional on
Oct. 7 and Oct. 9. In the Sectional championship against Batesville, the Irish won
7-0 behind two goals from senior Ella
Maher. The team’s highlights include a
City championship win against Bishop
Chatard and a regular season win over
Fort Wayne Bishop Dwenger.
The team’s head coach did not reply to a
reporter’s email requesting additional in-

formation.

Men’s soccer
The men’s soccer team has a 10-5-2 record as of Oct. 9. The team lost in the
championship game of the City tournament to Arsenal Tech 2-1. However, they
got their revenge in the Sectional on Oct.
9, beating the Titans 1-0.
The team’s head coach did not reply to a
reporter’s email requesting additional information.

Women’s golf
The women’s golf team finished the season with a 45-33 record for 18 holes and
a 10-5 record for nine holes. They won
the City Alliance Championship, beating
Heritage Christian behind strong performances from senior Olivia Schilder and
sophomore Tillie Browning. Another highlight was Schilder being named Academic
All-State.
The team’s head coach did not reply to a
reporter’s email requesting additional information.

Men’s cross-country
The men’s cross country team finished
second in their last regular season meet,
the Golden Bear Invitational, on Sept.
25. Junior Liam Eifert placed second and
senior Jack Wajda took 15th. The team
competed in the Sectional on Oct. 9, but
did not advance, finishing sixth in a field
of 10 teams. However, Eifert, Wajda and
sophomore Josh Castor will compete individually at the Regional on Oct. 16 at
Noblesville.
The team’s head coach did not reply to a
reporter’s email requesting additional information.
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Our opinion
Social media accounts serve a valued purpose in
spreading information, but only if those accounts are
used responsibly.
It can often be easy to feel out of the loop with pride
of one’s school when living the crazy life of a high
school student, but Cathedral has done an exceptional
job of building on a spirited atmosphere this school
year. The school has seen amazing coordination and
involvement in school wide spirit events, especially
this past Homecoming.
Many different reasons have played a factor in the
school involvement, but the most prominent has been
the self-drive of the students to create an energetic
and familial environment seen in many new Cathedralrelated social media accounts.
Creating social media for clubs and organizations can
be challenging to gain a following for, but the effectiveness of such accounts is evident on the Hill. This
2021-22 school year has been Cathedral’s first year
with two leprechauns as the school mascots, and both
Will Mayer and Ethan Pac have done an excellent job
of encouraging and igniting amazing student sections
for sports showings.
The @chsirishnightmare Twitter and Instagram pages,
run by Pac, have spearheaded student efforts to win
the banner. What banner? That’s a question pretty
much any Cathedral student could answer for you,
that’s how high a priority winning this banner is. The
WISH-TV Zone 8 Banner, given to the best student
section in Central Indiana by Mr. Anthony Calhoun,
has definitely been the apple of any Cathedral athletic
fan’s eye.
The Irish Nightmare, the new nickname for the Irish
student section, has been branded well due to its following and reposting by Cathedral students. Whether
it is giving shoutouts to athletes and teams for accomplishments and commitments or letting students know
about upcoming game times and information, the page
has been a stellar example of the enthusiasm a smaller
body of students can spread through the school when
determined.
When it comes to spreading the word, one can’t

disagree with the claim that Cathedral’s students did
as good a job as anyone during the past Homecoming
week. The fun celebration saw more inclusion and
involvement from experienced seniors all the way
down to wide-eyed freshmen. Class accounts run by
the class presidents and officers helped inspire students to participate in dress up days, make sure they
attended the Homecoming dance, and win spirit points
any way they could. The result was a flurry of different
takes on the various themes, as students latched onto
the leadership of their peers and greatly contributed
to an exhilarating week that culminated in the seniors
-- barely -- winning the spirit stick.
The buck does not stop there, as many other teams
and student-led clubs have gotten in on the fun. The
Student Council Instagram account, created this school
year, has been another factor in updating students
and helping them feel more connected to the Student
Council and workings of the school. Teams such as
men’s soccer and basketball have debuted accounts,
similar to other Irish sports accounts. Studentproduced content and photography have been able
to keep fans engaged and in the loop on their teams’
seasons.
Social media has shown the capability to further unite
a school and spread school spirit, but it’s important to
understand the weight and power students have as
well. A rumor can spread just as easily (or often faster)
than the breaking news about what the football game’s
student section theme is. Online networking has
proven time and time again to be a beautiful place that
brings people together, and that has been represented
well by many of the pages Cathedral students have
started up over the years.
With the rest of the school year ahead, there are still
many opportunities for students to get involved and
feel the school pride that has been partially lacking in
the last year and a half. Winning the Zone 8 banner
is not just a goal, but an expectation the leprechauns
have made known throughout social media accounts,
among other things. Thanks to the leadership and
initiative of its very own students on social sites,
Cathedral has continued to (and will continue to) build
on the Irish spirit that has been such a valued and
prominent part of Cathedral for more than 100 years.
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SAT

Should students have to set an appointment date before taking the SAT?

Yes

BY MEG HASCH
During the first semester,
sophomores and juniors have the
opportunity to take the PSAT.
It is a practice test of the SAT
which takes place during October
and the top students can earn
a scholarship from it. Also, it’s a
great way to study for the SAT and
become familiar with that format of tests. It may be
time consuming, but it is helpful to students in doing
better on the actual test. Practice makes perfect is the
saying after all.

No

BY AVERY STUCKEY
When in high school, taking
the SAT is a vital part of your
experience.
Due to recent changes, you
no longer have to make an
appointment to come and take the
test. However, I think it is easier
to make an appointment and it is
more effective to make an appointment rather than
just walking in.

The motto also applies to the SAT itself. Having an
SAT day for juniors and seniors would be beneficial
to all students. It would provide an opportunity to
get an extra practice test in and it would also provide
students with another chance to improve their test
scores.

When you schedule an appointment you can be more
aware of when that date is and it gives you time to
prepare. The time it takes for someone to study and
learn the full content could be longer to shorter time
span based on the person. When you schedule an
appointment you can pick a date that is helpful to
when you are able to learn something, instead of
having to come in on a certain day.

College is important to many students and the SAT is
a crucial part of that. Providing students with as many
opportunities to succeed in that test is a great way for
the school to help students prepare for college.

You can also schedule a day that works best for you,
when your day is free, therefore you would have
nothing to worry about for the day other than taking
the test.

Another great feature is there aren’t any major
drawbacks to providing students with another day to
take the SAT. If students really do not want to take it
that day, then they don’t have to, similar to how juniors
do not have to take the PSAT.

Also, people who may get test anxiety could feel more
relieved when allowing them to schedule a time that
works best for them in order to prepare properly rather
than them having to come in on a specific day to take
the test.

For those students who do want to, however, providing
them with the opportunity is a great way to show
support as a school.

Making all students come in on a certain day makes the
test feel forced and may make it harder for students
to want to do it or stay focused. When taking a test it
may already feel so forced and difficult and scheduling
an appointment can make it feel less forced.

Taking one extra day out of the school year to have an
SAT test day shouldn’t have any major consequences
on the schedule either. In the long run, students will
benefit more from doing well on the SAT in addition to
that.
The benefits outweigh the negatives so as a result,
Cathedral should provide students with an extra day to
take the SAT.

When scheduling an appointment it can help you be
more organized and put together. Being organized can
also help students feel more comfortable and relaxed
while taking the test.
I feel as if scheduling an appointment is a better option
when going to take the SAT.
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