8th October 2021
Dear Parents,
Well, I know I possibly say this most weeks, but this week has been BUSY! I
think it may be our busiest yet! We have had our Big Talks, an Independent
Schools Inspection, an imminent Open Morning, 6C’s class assembly, and
various classroom visitors to enhance our learning! We have also had fixtures in swimming, hockey and rugby (although a couple were unavoidably
cancelled, much to our dismay).
Next week is a little calmer, but I know that Year 6 will be very excited about
their forthcoming trip to Bewerley Park. I know the staff are looking forward
to the weekend away as well – Mr Bull has done a fantastic job of organising
what will be a wonderful experience.

Year 5 spent their final
lesson as geographers
collating all their evidence
and using this to answer
their curious question and
presenting their answers
as books! The question
is….Can we change the
future???

On Monday 18th October it is our first set of online Parents’ Evenings. These
are for Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3. You will have received letters
about these with instructions regarding the new online system. However, it is
vital that you have your Parent Portal login (the one you use to access reports) as this will enable you to login to the system. Please contact Naomi
Milsom if you haven’t yet set this up, and she will be able to assist.
Please note that Mrs Green would like all the Xmas for Schools paperwork
returned by Wednesday 13th October.
I hope you all have a restful weekend, and I look forward to seeing our Year
6 ‘tour guides’ tomorrow!
Best wishes,

Thought for
the week…….
Suzy Ward

@PockPrep
8th October 2021

QUESTIONS CHILDREN ASK
This week we are doing a new series in our assemblies looking at the questions children often ask me. Things like ‘who made God, what’s God like,
does God answer pray?’ This week the questions were:
Why did God create the earth?
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Were dinosaurs on the Ark?
Why did God make me?
What I love about children’s questions are that they ask things adults are
often too hesitant to ask. Not that I claim to know the answers! Children not
only have enquiring minds, but also
show a higher level of spirituality than
adults. Their senses seem more tuned to
higher things. The good news is that this
childlike quality still exists in adults, it
just gets squashed under the pressures
and pains of life. A little bit of awe and
wonder, does no one any harm. I wonder what question you are grappling with
this week?

WHAT ARE WE DOING IN PRE-PREP NEXT WEEK?

Reception

Year 1

Next week in Reception we will have a story focus 'Heart in a Bottle'. This is a very touching story about
love and loss. We will talk about both, in a sensitive
manner, using personal experiences and the children will
create a Chatta based on our discussions. We will be
doing some writing on the things we love the most.

We are moving away from our senses to looking at
changes over time. The children will begin to think like
historians and come up with questions to ask older family
members of how things have changed since they were
young. I am hoping they can interview a grandparent to
collect information about the topics the children bring up,
In maths we will be mastering the number 5, focusing on it will become clearer when the children bring home the
songs which involve counting backwards. We will also
questions! Hopefully, we can get photographs of old
have a focus on positional language to describe the lotoys, games, cars they liked to play when they were
cation of an object in relation to another.
younger.
We are excited to be rehearsing for our Pre-Prep Harvest Festival - we cannot wait for you to see us perform
(in the final week) – more details to follow……

In numeracy we continue to explore addition and subtraction using the ‘var’ method and part whole models as
well as looking closer at fact families. In literacy we will
complete our senses poems.

In Forest School, the children will be building tepee shelters and drilling holes in horse chestnuts so they can
Star of the Week is Ellasyn for writing a beautiful senses
play the traditional game of Conkers!
poem with wonderful adjectives.
Star of the Week in RA is Albert Webber for excellent
understanding of 2D shape properties.
Star of the Week in RK is Florence Peart for fabulous
shape problem solving and sharing her excellent
knowledge of Florence Nightingale.

Kindest regards,
Mrs Romney Walton

Ellasyn

Year 2

Albert
Florence

This week we have enjoyed being scientists - we discussed hypotheses, carried out an investigation into absorbent materials and wrote down our results. All the children were super scientists! Next week we will be finishing
our knights' shields with our family emblems on. In addition, we will be writing some Harvest poems as part of our
Harvest celebrations. We will be continuing to work on the
2x table - multiplication and division facts. Please could
you practise with your child at home so they have speedy
recall of their 2x table? Many of the children are comfortable with the 2x table in order but need to practise mixed up
questions! We are really excited to have a visitor next
week - Mrs Groves is coming in to talk to us about the development of eco-friendly homes. This will be a chance for
the children to compare what they know about homes in
the past with homes of today and of the future.
In the final week of half term we will be architects - could I
ask you to keep aside any boxes you have at home that
your child may wish to use to create a model of their 'ideal
home' please? We will be designing these next week.
Have a lovely, relaxing weekend.
Mrs Peart
Star of the week is Casper for his determination and focus
when doing independent writing.

Casper

LearningIN
in PHOTOS
Photos
LEARNING

Year 6 develop collaborative skills in their new
roles in group discussion
activities: leaders, scribes,
mentors and presenters.

Y5 have been developing their
presenting skills by becoming
'professors' and teaching their
'students' about Climate Change.

Year 4 have been working very hard on their
Human Rights’ posters.

Year 3 had an amazing time learning the skills to be a ‘good’ team
player thanks to our guest visitor,
Rob Vickerman.

WHAT ARE WE DOING IN PREP NEXT WEEK?

Year 3
Year 3 have had a great week being historians by
finding out about ‘teams’ in the past and creating
timelines. On Thursday we had a super day with Rob
Vickerman, where the children took part in activities to
practise their skills which would make a team
‘stronger,’ using trial and error. The children created a
super performance based on the ‘Hakka!’ Thank you,
Rob, for giving up your time to help teach the children
through active participation.
Next week, the children continue to try to use these
skills as they begin to create a ‘team’ performance
about The Olympics, thinking about our speaking and
listening skills. We will also build upon our knowledge
of the importance of nutrition, combining it with looking at our teeth.
In maths, we will focus on times tables and adding
and subtracting two and three digit numbers.
Thank you as always for your ongoing support.
Mrs Rogers and Mrs Steel

Year 4
We have stepped into the shoes of different characters
this week; we have been writing diary entries as Mr
Stink and also trying to figure out why Mrs Crumb is
such an awful person. We enjoyed zooming her and had
worked hard to prepare lots of interesting questions during our live meeting!
Next week we will be preparing newspaper reports and
learning all about the features they contain. We will either write about an event from ‘Mr Stink’ or a topic from
our Curiosity Project.
Our maths focus will continue to be data handling. We
will be interpreting bar and line graphs and also using
Carroll and Venn diagrams to sort numbers and objects.
In science this week we have had a look at buoyancy
and what enables boats to float. We have looked at a
variety of vessels and seen how they are fit for purpose.
Next Friday’s science lesson will be the testing of our
parachutes! We know how excited the children are for
this and we can’t wait to see which designs are the most
successful.
Have a really lovely weekend,
Miss Shepherd and Mrs Kennedy

Year 5

In our project work this week, Year 5 will be continuing to answer our curious question as 'Geographers'
and using the knowledge we have gathered over the
term, to create a digital book that aims to answer our
curious question, 'Can I change the future?'.

Year 6

This week Year 6 have really enjoyed their new role as
scientists. They carried out an interesting investigation
this week, using glitter on their hands, to discover how
quickly bacteria can spread around school, even when
we think we have washed our hands thoroughly! We
have discussed what a scientist does and how their
In science, we will build on our knowledge of changwork is similar and different to a historian. Next week
ing states, taking a more in depth look at melting and the children have an exciting opportunity to learn how
not all microbes are harmful and will be making a bread
boiling points.
roll with the help of Mr Freeman-Hacker in the dining
In maths, Year 5 will be focusing on addition and sub- hall. Please remind your child to bring in the second part
traction and the inverse relationship between the two. of their science homework on Monday – we look forward
to hearing what they have found out about mould!
Our English work will continue to focus on our class
reader 'Floodland' where we will finally discover
The children will continue to work on the four number
whether Zoe decides to leave the island.
operations and will be consolidating the written methods
Home fixtures against Scarborough Prep and Silcoates will also being taking place on Friday 15th at
2pm.
We look forward to another great week of learning in
Year 5.
As always thank you for your support.
Mr Bull and Miss Kendra

of calculation as well as knowing how to apply them in
everyday life through problem solving.
We will continue to prepare the children for Bewerley
Park – thank you very much for completing and sending
in your child’s medical forms.
We wish you all a lovely, restful weekend.
Mrs Cliff, Mr Parker, Mrs Snelling and Mrs Sweeting

NOTICE BOARD
CHOIR
There will be no Choir rehearsal on Thursday 21 October as the mini concert is taking place
Mini Concert - Thursday 21 October at 4:00pm in Music School Hall
A mini concert will be taking place 4:00pm for children who wish to perform solos/duets. Children have
signed up to perform at this concert.
If your child has signed up to play at this mini concert, they should bring their instruments and music into
school next week and let Mrs Parkin hear the piece they are intending to perform.
A letter will be sent later next week inviting parents to the concert.

School Uniform Shop
The School Shop is open term time Mon-Fri 1.00-5.00pm and holidays Mon, Wed, Fri 1.00-5.00pm.
Please use the link to the booking system here. Parents are welcome to pop into the shop but
should be aware they may have to wait, or can order online; a version of click and deliver is available.
Website link: here then Search By School, enter Pocklington School and click Shop Now and use the
password York, or please ring 01759 302245.
Ms Amanda Smith, School Shop Manager

Date for your diary!

On Friday 22nd October, we will be holding our annual McMillan Coffee afternoon.
You are invited to join us for a coffee and cake and help to raise funds for MacMillan.
Our staff are taking part in a Bake Off Competition and their cakes will be available for you to buy on the
afternoon. The theme for the bakers this year is Rainbows
and we can’t wait to see what the staff of
Pocklington Prep School produce.. Will they live up to the high standard of the hedgehog cakes a couple of
years ago?
Our school council will be judging the cakes on the morning and they are responsible for announcing best
in show and star baker.
More details to follow with timings and location to be confirmed.
Please note: we don’t want any cakes from pupils on this occasion.

Pocklington RUFC Minis/Junior Rugby

Pocklington RUFC plays/trains on Sundays throughout the season, either at the club on Percy Road or at the
brand new KP facility next to Woldgate School. We run teams from Under 6 (Year 1) to Under 18 (Year 13)
and would love to recruit more players to enjoy our sport. We have lots of school players but are always keen
to promote rugby, especially among girls. We have girls at prep school age and want to build girls teams for
13-18 year olds.
If you are interested please contact the Minis and Junior Chair, Chris Clegg on pockmjchair@outlook.com .

David Byas Sports Academy – Autumn / Winter Camp Dates 2021-2022
Hockey 28th – 29th Oct, 21st – 22nd Dec, 21st – 22nd Feb, 10am – 4pm, £65 (2 days) / £35 (1 day)
Netball 25th – 26th Oct, 24th – 25th Feb 10am – 4pm, £65 (2 days) / £35 (1 day)
Winter Cricket - 14 Week Programme Starting w/b 8th Nov until Easter
Ages 14+ - Mondays 5.15pm to 6.45pm £295, Ages 7-11 Thursdays 5:15-6:45pm £295
Ages 12-13yrs – Fridays 5.15pm to 6.45pm £295
For further information and to make a booking please visit the website www.byasacademy.co.uk , email info@byasacademy.co.uk or follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram Mr D Byas, Director of Sport

Pocklington Tennis Club – October Half-term Camp

We are excited to announce the dates for our upcoming October Half Term Tennis & MultiSports Camps! We
will be running 2 camps: Monday 25th - Friday 29th October and Monday 1st - Wednesday 3rd November
4-16yr olds, Full Day 9am-4pm (£35), Half Day 9am-12noon (£25),
10% discount for Full Week Booking, 8:30am Early Drop off Available - £5
Places are limited due to coach numbers, so please respond ASAP if you'd like to book. I will then confirm
your place along with further information. Please find more details on the website here or contact Sean on
sean@pocklingtontennis.com or call 07772 151545.
Mr Sean Evans, Pocklington Tennis Club

