
HIGH  SCHOOL  PTA  COFFEE
October 2021







Nicole Veltzé
High  School  Principal



TODAY’S  AGENDA

1. Good people to know
2. Student Wellness & Parent Partnerships
3. Other Updates
4. Advanced Studies 

○ Overview and Updates
○ Student Panel 
○ Data & Next Steps 



Please share your questions at:
https://bit.ly/3EZeMzJ 

https://bit.ly/3EZeMzJ


GOOD  PEOPLE  TO  KNOW
High School Administration

● Ms. Nicole Veltzé High School Principal
● Ms. Laura Mohl, High School Deputy Principal for the Faculty & Staff
● Mr. Anthony Poullard, High School Deputy Principal for Grades 9 & 10
● Mr. Lance Murgatroyd, High School Deputy Principal for Grades 11 & 12

High School PTA Representatives 
● Ms. Sarita Talwar
● Ms. Susie Kim

Associate Director of Parent Engagement  
● Ms. Julia Harrison

Coordinator for Advanced Studies 
● Mr. Tim Trainor



HIGH  SCHOOL LEADERS & FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Nicole Veltzé

Lance 
Murgatroyd

Anthony Poullard

Laura Mohl

Julia Harrison



COORDINATOR FOR ADVANCED STUDIES 



Updates & Follow Up



OUR STRATEGIC FOUNDATION



OUR STRATEGIC FOUNDATION
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HIGH SCHOOL DINING OPTIONS
● Upcoming videos and information on dining

● Student Government & Sodexo partnership

● Student feedback channels



SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING & WELLNESS
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SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING & WELLNESS
1. Well-being Check Ins

2. Advisory Curriculum

3. Panorama survey & goal setting

4. Grade-level assemblies

5. Student Government initiatives

6. Personal Academic Counselors (PAC) parent coffees



Date Grades Host Topic(s)
Wed, October 20 G9 - G12 PAC Anxiety and Stress Parent Workshop 

Thurs, October 21 G9 PAC Grade 9 Parent Check-in: Trends and Tips

Mon, October 25 G9 - G12 PAC Community Mental Health Professionals Panel Discussion 
*following the community showing of Angst*

Wed, November 3 G9 - G12 PAC & 
Health 

Teens and Sexuality Parent Workshop 

Wed, November 17 G9 - G12 PAC Suicide Awareness and Prevention Presentation 

Mon, November 22 G9 - G12 PAC Parent Boot Camp Video Series (release date)

PAC: STUDENT WELLNESS PARENT EVENTS 



Date Grades Host Topic(s)

Tuesday, Oct 5 G9 - G12 CC HS College Parent Coffee:The Value of a Liberal Arts & 
Science Education 

Thurs - Fri, Oct. 7-8 G9 - G12 HS Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences

Monday, Nov 1 G9 - G12 HS PTA HS PTA Parent Coffee: Supporting Student with Grades 
and Programs

Tuesday, Dec 6 G9 - G12 HS PTA HS PTA Parent Coffee: Social-Emotional Learning and the 
CASEL Competencies

OTHER UPCOMING  EVENTS  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  PARENTS



Please share your questions at:
https://bit.ly/3EZeMzJ 

https://bit.ly/3EZeMzJ
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AT
Our Hybrid Approach to College Level Learning
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Overview

1. Our Hybrid Approach to College Level Learning

2. Panel Discussion - What are students saying about our program?

3. Advanced Studies Data Review 2020-21

4. Next Steps: Extraordinary Care, Excellence & Possibilities

5. Q&A Session 



SINGAPORE AMERICAN SCHOOL

Cultivating Exceptional Thinkers
Prepared for the Future
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Advanced Studies At SAS - OUr World is Changing
● Exceptional Thinkers Prepared for the Future 

○ List the top five skills or capacities that you believe your children will 
need in the future

● College Readiness

○ What skills will they need to be successful in College?

● What do they need right now? 



Mckinsey article, 202156 Distinctive elements of talent (deltas)

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/defining-the-skills-citizens-will-need-in-the-future-world-of-work?cid=eml-web


56 Distinctive elements of talent (deltas) Mckinsey article, 2021

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/defining-the-skills-citizens-will-need-in-the-future-world-of-work?cid=eml-web
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Advanced Studies: Where we Were in 2012-13
● In 2013 College Level Learning was driven by the 

Advanced Placement (AP) Program

○ SAS provided access to 26 exams at that time 

● 539 Students took a total of 1272 Exams 

○ Average score of 4.2

○ 94% of scores were a 3 or higher 

● SAS Research & Development Process is 
Underway 
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Advanced Studies: What Do We Want For Our Students?
● Collaboration

○ Build a shared purpose and plan

○ Honor the feelings and perspectives of others

○ Navigate and resolving conflict

● Communication

○ Connect and share ideas at interpersonal and global levels

○ Effectively exchange information through a variety of mediums 

● Creativity

○ Generate creative and intellectual ideas while pursuing a passion 
or curiosity

○ Develop a useful and novel idea, product or process

○ Design and optimise solutions - test, iterate, and refine
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Advanced Studies: What Do We Want For Our Students?
● Critical Thinking 

○ Confront complex problems and questions with no clear answers

○ Frame and answer a compelling research question

○ Engage in inquiry - develop and strengthen a plan

○ Consume critically - contextualizing, evaluating and critiquing 

● Cultural Competence

○ Explore social and cultural identities 

○ Advocate for others - cultivate inclusivity and support equity

● Content Knowledge

○ Acquire the fundamental context-specific skills and knowledge to 
successfully navigate their worlds
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What are the potential advantages of having a 
standardized approach to doing something?  

What are the potential drawbacks?



OUR  APPROACH  TO  COLLEGE-LEVEL  COURSEWORK
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Advanced Studies: What Are Advanced Topic (AT) Courses?
● Our AT Courses are designed to be college level learning experiences that 

are guided by our learning aspirations.  

○ They have undergone a rigorous course development and vetting process

○ Connect students with relevant and engaging learning experiences that might not 
always be possible with a more standardised approach

○ Aim to bring students closer to the experiences of experts in the field 

● Some of our AT Courses provide access to an AP exam

○ The AP curriculum provides an excellent anchor for several of our AT courses, but 
standardized test preparation is not the sole focus 

● Some AT Courses are aligned to co-crediting opportunities with our 
University Partnerships

○ In most cases, no additional assessments are required
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Advanced Studies: What Does Peak Performance Look Like?

AT Performing 
Arts

Our students are 
planning and 
producing their 
own performances
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Advanced Studies: AT Writing Workshop & Publication
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Advanced Studies: AT Chinese Language - Chinese History

Our students are 
studying Chinese 
history in Chinese

AT Spanish 
Language: Latin 
American History & 
Culture has also 
launched this year
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Advanced Studies: AT Environment Science & Field Research
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Advanced Studies: AT Historical Inquiry & Research
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Advanced Studies: Where We are Now
● Over 40 Diverse College Level Opportunities within our 

Program 

○ Access to 26 AP Exams

○ Over 2000 students registered in AP Classroom this year

○ 4 Courses with the opportunity to earn College Credit with 
our University Partners

● Advanced Studies Enrollment Continue to Increase

○ Total AP & AT Student enrollments now over 2500 this year

● New Opportunities Continue to be Explored

○ AT Visual Arts is currently under development 

AT
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Advanced Studies Student Panel
Questions with Alysha, Bryn, Kush and Renee
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Advanced Studies Review 2020-21

AT
Results Student & Perception Data
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Advanced Studies Review 2020-21: Areas of Strength 
● Advanced Studies Course Offerings and Enrollment Continue to Increase

○ Total Advanced Studies enrollment is now at 2331

○ Average number of Advanced Studies courses is now at 8.4 for the class of 2021

○ In 2012-13, we had 1272 students sit AP exams with a mean average of 4.2

● AP Scores Remain Consistently High Relative to Global Averages

○ Mean score ranges from 4.1 - 4.3 over the past five years 

○ AP scores at SAS saw a 2% dip relative to 2019

● Advanced Studies Students Report High Degrees of Satisfaction 

○ Students report their average likelihood of recommending courses within our 
program at 4.4 out of 5

○ Relationships & classroom environment are a consistent strength
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AP exams: SAS exam performance 2017-2021
In 2021:

7% drop in the 
number of exams 
taken compared 
with 2019

2% drop in exam 
score average from 
2019
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Global AP MEAN SCORE Comparison: May 2019 Vs May 2021

● In almost every instance, we see 2021 world average scores decline relative 
to 2019
○ 4.1% decrease from 2.89 (2019) → 2.77 (2021)

Green bar: % increase in scores
Red bar: % decrease in scores
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Overall trends at SAS
● Students Scores Remain Consistently High

- Mean score ranges from 4.1 - 4.3 over the past five years with standard deviations 
consistently in and around 0.9

This chart does not 
include English 
Language or 
Calculus BC scores 
because their World 
averages are not 
available yet
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Advanced Studies Review 2020-21: Areas of Strength 
● Advanced Studies Course Offerings and Enrollment Continue to Increase

○ Total Advanced Studies enrollment is now at 2331

○ Average number of Advanced Studies courses is now at 8.4 for the class of 2021

○ In 2012-13, we had 1272 students sit AP exams with a mean average of 4.2

● AP Scores Remain Consistently High Relative to Global Averages

○ Mean score ranges from 4.1 - 4.3 over the past five years 

○ AP scores at SAS saw a 2% dip relative to 2019

● Advanced Studies Students Report High Degrees of Satisfaction 

○ Students report their average likelihood of recommending courses within our 
program at 4.4 out of 5

○ Relationships & classroom environment are a consistent strength
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Advanced Studies Review 2020-21: Areas of Strength 
● Capturing Student Voice

○ More than 1100 survey responses containing close to 3000 qualitative responses
○ Most effective mechanism for accelerating my learning around our program

● The Advantages of a Hybrid Approach
○ The diversity of learning opportunities available to our students - peak performance 

really does take on a variety of different forms in our program
○ Evidence that AP and AT course are complimenting the overall development of  

pedagogy within our courses.

● Flexibility & Responsiveness of our Faculty
○ Connecting our students with incredible experiences while adapting to the 

challenges of the current pandemic
○ Continuing to develop and launch exciting new opportunities for our students

● Our Amazing Students
○ Thoughtfulness of their feedback
○ Exceptional attitudes despite the challenges of the pandemic



Singapore
American
School

Advanced Studies student survey

AT
2021 Highlights 
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● Statistically significant differences are highlighted

Question Category AS AP AT M F

Relationships & Classroom Environment 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.5 4.3

Challenge & Transfer of Learning 4.4 4.3 4.4 4.4 4.3

Feedback 4.2 4.3 4.1 4.3 4.2

Student Agency & Choice 4.2 4.1 4.4 4.2 4.1

Learning Aspirations 4.1 4.1 4.2 4.2 4.1

Relevant Skills, Content & Application 3.8 3.7 4 4 3.7

Advanced Studies Survey: Overview
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Advanced Studies Survey: Relationship & Classroom Environment
● Statistically significant differences are highlighted

Question Category AS AP AT M F

I feel my teacher in this class cares about me 4.5 4.5 4.4 4.5 4.4
My teacher listens to us and encourages us to share 
our ideas 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.6 4.5

I enjoy our classroom environment 4.4 4.4 4.3 4.4 4.3

My teacher ensures our time in this class is purposeful 4.4 4.4 4.3 4.5 4.3

My teacher makes learning in this class enjoyable 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4

Students in this class support one another to do well 4.3 4.3 4.2 4.4 4.2
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Advanced Studies Survey: Feedback on Learning

While Students report more 
useful feedback in AP 
courses overall, 4 of the top 
5 ranked courses are 
actually AT

Feedback in this Class Is: AS AP AT M F

useful 4.3 4.4 4.2 4.4 4.3

regular 4.1 4.2 4.1 4.2 4.1

AT/AP course regular useful

AT Chinese Language: History 4.8 4.8

AT Historical Inquiry & Research 4.6 4.8

AT Seminar 4.4 4.8

AT Research & Catalyst 4.3 4.7

AP Calc AB 4.6 4.6
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Advanced Studies Survey: Student Agency & Choice

AT students also report that their assessments provide greater flexibility in 
how they demonstrate their learning when compared with AP students (3.8 vs 
3.4)

Student Agency & Choice AS AP AT M F
This course provides opportunities for me to take risks and 
move out of my comfort zone 4.2 4.1 4.4 4.3 4.2
When I became interested in a topic, there were opportunities 
to extend my learning and build on this interest 4.2 4.1 4.4 4.3 4.2
I was able to influence the learning activities in this course in 
a way that enhanced my learning experience. 4.1 4 4.3 4.2 4
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Advanced Studies Survey: Student Agency & Choice By Course
I was able to influence the learning activities in 
this course in a way that enhanced my learning 
experience.

Score

AT Finite Math Modeling 4.9

AT Seminar 4.7

AT Chinese Language: History 4.7

AT Research & Catalyst 4.7

AP Art Drawing 4.6

AT Historical Inquiry & Research 4.5

AP Computer Science 4.5

AT Psychology 4.5

AT Comp Sci: Data Structures 4.5

AP Art 2D 4.5

When I became interested in a topic in this course, 
there were opportunities to extend my learning 
and build on this interest

Score

AT Seminar 4.9

AT Finite Math Modeling 4.9

AP Art Drawing 4.8

AT Kinesiology 4.8

AT Economics: Globalization 4.8

AT Historical Inquiry & Research 4.8

AT Chinese Language: History 4.7

AT Research & Catalyst 4.7

AP Computer Science 4.6

AT Psychology 4.6
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Advanced Studies Survey: Learning Aspirations
● Statistically significant differences are highlighted

Learning Aspiration 2020 AT AS AP AT M F

Content Knowledge - 4.5 4.6 4.5 4.6 4.5

Critical Thinking 4.4 4.5 4.5 4.4 4.5 4.4

Communication 4 4.2 4.2 4.3 4.3 4.2

Collaboration 4 4.1 4 4.2 4.1 4.1

Creativity 4 4 4 4.2 4.1 4

Character - 3.9 3.9 4 4 3.8

Cultural competence 3.3 3.8 3.7 3.9 3.7 3.8
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Advanced Studies Survey: Relevant Skills, Content & Application

In which courses do our 
students report having 
opportunities to learn from 
experts in the field?

Relevant Skills, Content & Application AS AP AT M F
I have a clear idea of how the skills and content taught in this 
class will transfer and apply to the real world. 4.4 4.4 4.3 4.4 4.3
In this course I had the opportunity to learn from experts in 
the field 3.3 3.1 3.7 3.5 3.2

In this course I had the opportunity to learn from 
experts in the field

Score

AT Kinesiology 4.8

AT Eng: Research & Comp (Quest) 4.7

AT Environmental Science  & Field Research 4.5

AT Research & Catalyst 4.5

AT Historical Inquiry & Research 4.4
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Advanced Studies Survey: Workload Considerations

Question AP AT Male Female

I would recommend this class to Others (1 - 5) 4.4 4.3 4.4 4.3

The average amount of Hours spent on homework each week is: 2.4 2.5 2.3 2.5
The number of assessments in this course is optimal for my 
learning 88% 84% 88% 86%

Workload: The average number of Advanced Studies courses taken in 2020-21 
by survey respondents was 4. 
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Advanced Studies Survey: Overview of Results
● Relationships & Classroom Environment Are a Consistent Strength

○ 4.4 average across all question in this category for both AP and AT course
○ However, we do see some gender differences in perceptions of peer support

● AP Students Highlight Feedback as a Strength 
○ Exam preparation also highlighted as a key strength 

● AT Students Respond More Favourably Than AP Students
○ Higher degrees of student agency and choice
○ Learning Aspirations: Collaboration, Creativity, and Cultural Competence the most 

significant differences in comparison to AP
○ More opportunities to learn from experts in the field, take risks, and pursue topics of 

interest

● Boys Respond More Favourably Than Girls
○ This trend is fairly consistent and appears to be more pronounced in our AT courses
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Advanced Studies Survey: Analysis By Gender

Question Category M F AP (M) AP (F) AT (M) AT (F)

Relationships & Classroom Environment 4.5 4.3 4.5 4.4 4.5 4.2

Challenge & Transfer of Learning 4.4 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.5 4.3

Feedback 4.3 4.2 4.3 4.2 4.2 4

Student Agency & Choice 4.2 4.1 4.1 4 4.5 4.3

Learning Aspirations 4.2 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.3 4.1

Relevant Skills, Content & Application 4 3.7 3.8 3.7 4.2 3.8

Gender differences in how students respond appear to be more pronounced in 
our AT courses
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A Closer Look Along Gender Lines
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Advanced Studies Review 2021: Gender - An Area for Further Investigation

● Student Survey: Boys Respond More Favourably Than Girls

○ This trend is fairly consistent and appears to be more pronounced in 

our AT courses

● Boys at SAS Perform Slightly Better in Comparison to Girls

○ General mean score for boys is 4.22 vs 4.11 for girls (SD similar at about 

0.9). This trend holds true at the individual level for most subject too.
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AP course enrollment 2020-2021: Gender

Total enrollment: 1403
51% Boys
49% Girls

60% or more boys
60% or more girls
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AT course enrollment 2020-2021: Gender

Total enrollment: 928
55% Boys
45% Girls

60% or more boys
60% or more girls
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Advanced Studies Review 2021: Gender - An Area for Further Investigation

● Student Survey: Boys Respond More Favourably Than Girls

○ This trend is fairly consistent and appears to be more pronounced in 

our AT courses

● Boys at SAS Perform Slightly Better in Comparison to Girls

○ General mean score for boys is 4.22 vs 4.11 for girls (SD similar at about 

0.9). This trend holds true at the individual subject level too.

● Boys account for 55% of Total AT Course Enrollment

○ 5 AT Courses with more than 60% Girls

○ 11 AT Courses with more than 60% Boys
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Reflections Moving Forward
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Advanced Studies: Reflection Moving Forward

● Extraordinary Care and Excellence
○ How are we managing this tension in the domain of advanced studies?
○ How are we ensuring that we are meeting the needs of all of our students within our 

Advanced Studies program?

● Possibilities
○ How are we supporting students to develop positive identities, particularly in those 

subject areas where we see large gender disparities?
○ How are we capturing student and community voice in our course development 

process?

● Capacity Building in our Advanced Studies Program
○ AT program is currently vulnerable to teacher turnover
○ Are there intentional moves we can make in our approach to building teams and the 

master schedule?
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AT
Questions & Reflections  



Please share your questions at:
https://bit.ly/3EZeMzJ 

https://bit.ly/3EZeMzJ


Thank you!




