
Minutes of a Regular Meeting, September 23, 2021  
Novi Community School District 

Board of Education 
 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Novi Community School District was held on Thursday, 
September 23, 2021, beginning at 7:05 PM. 
 
Present: Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook        

      (by Roll Call) 
Absent: Mrs. Murphy 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Members of the audience joined with the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mr. Cook and supported by Mr. Mena that the Novi Board of Education approve the 
agenda. 
Ayes:   6 Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook   

     
Nays:   0      MOTION CARRIED 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE RELATED TO AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no comments from the audience related to agenda items. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
Items included in the Consent Items are those which have previously been considered by the Board in 
committee or at a prior meeting, or of such a routine nature, that discussion is not required.  Board 
members may request that any items be removed from Consent Items for further discussion, if additional 
information is needed or available. 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 

A. Approval of Minutes 
a. Regular Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2021 

 
B. Approval of Bills 

a. Report 
b. Check Register for June 2021 
c. Purchase Card Report for May 1, 2021 through May 31, 2021 

 
C. Approval of Field Trip(s) 

a. HOSA State Competition in Traverse City 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Hood and supported by Mrs. Roney that the Novi Community Schools Board of 
Education approve the Consent Item(s) as presented. 
Ayes:   6 Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook   
     
Nays:   0      MOTION CARRIED 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
Personnel Report 
Gary Kinzer, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, presents for your consideration the 
following personnel changes: 



A. New Hires 

Name           Bldg.   Assignment  Reason  Rate             Effective  

          Carroll, Martina  VO/HS  ESL Teacher  New Hire MA  09-27-21 
          Crandell, Natalie MS  ELA Teacher  New Hire BA  09-27-21 
          Howell, Elizabeth HS/MS  Asst. Auditorium Mngr New Hire Salary  11-02-21 
          Jarvis, Justin  HS/MS  Auditorium Manager New Hire Salary  10-04-21 
          Mech, Theodore  MAINT Semi-skilled Maint. New Hire Hourly  TBD   
          Simrak, Monica  HS  CARE Leader  New Hire Level B  09-27-21 
          Socie, Philip  HS  Special Ed Para  New Hire Level B  10-11-21 
 

B. Retirements and Resignations 

Name               Bldg.   Assignment  Reason              Effective  

         Calhoun, Stephanie HS  CARE Leader  Resigned  08-27-21 
         McKay, Matthew DF  Special Ed Teacher Resigned  09-28-21 
 

C. Leaves of Absence 
          Name    Bldg.           Assignment  Reason   Effective 

 
It was moved by Mrs. Roney and supported Mr. Cook by that the Novi Board of Education adopts the 
personnel report recommendations as presented. 
Ayes:   6 Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook   
     
Nays:   0      MOTION CARRIED 

 
NESPA, NTA, and IUOE Wage Reopener 
After meeting with union leadership, administration and the Novi Educational Support Personnel 
Association (NESPA), the Novi Transportation Association (NTA), and the International Union of 
Operating Engineers (IUOE) have reached an agreement on their wage reopener.  The administration 
recommends the wage reopener agreement be approved. 
It was moved by Mr. Cook and supported by Mr. Mena that the Novi Community School District Board 
of Education approve the agreement reached with the NESPA, NTA, and the IUOE. 
Ayes:   6 Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook   
     
Nays:   0      MOTION CARRIED 
 
MASB Call for Delegates 
MASB's 2021 Delegate Assembly will begin Thursday, November 11, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. at the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids.  Delegates selected by boards of education across the state will 
decide MASB's positions on a wide variety of issues affecting education. 
 
All delegates and alternates must be school board members.  Only delegates and alternates named by 
your board may offer motions and vote on issues.  However, all school board members may speak on the 
issues and participate in the debate.  Your 2021-2022 MASB dues must be paid in order for a district to 
participate in the Delegate Assembly. 
 
All delegates must be certified and submitted by Friday, October 8, 2021.  A link to certify the official 
voting delegates and alternates who will represent your board of education has been sent to the 
superintendent secretary. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Cook and supported by Mr. Mena that the Novi Community School District Board 
of Education designates the following individuals to serve as delegates and alternates to the MASB 2021 
Delegate Assembly: 
 
Delegates (up to 4 members) Alternates (up to 4 members) 



 
____ Tom Smith     _______________ _____Mary Ann Roney_______________ 

____ Bobbie Murphy______________ _____Kathy Hood____ _______________ 

____Danielle Ruskin______________ _____Willy Mena ___________________ 

_______________________________ _____Paul Cook_____________________ 
Ayes:   6 Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook   
     
Nays:   0      MOTION CARRIED 
 

Bid Package 5B – Novi Meadows 
On August 5th and August 19th 2021, at 1:00 PM, sealed bids were received and publicly opened for the above 
referenced project.  The project team consisting of representatives from Novi Community School District, 
Plante Moran Cresa, TMP Architecture Inc., and McCarthy & Smith, Inc. conducted post bid interviews with 
the each of the following, qualified bidders, for the bid divisions listed below. 
 
Based upon the project team’s review of the proposals and bidders, we propose the following recommendations 
to Novi Community School District for contract award: 
 
Bid Division 102: Asphalt Paving / Site Concrete 
Mr. Scott Ford 
T&M Asphalt Paving, Inc.  
Base Bid $ 735,000 
PLM Bond (VTC) $ 3,700 
TOTAL $ 738,700 
 
Bid Division 103: Selective Demolition 
Mr. Scott Krall 
Blue Star, Inc. 
Base Bid $ 652,900 
PLM Bond (Hudson Insurance Company)   $     10,000 
TOTAL $ 662,900 
 

Bid Division 104: Concrete Footings & Foundations 
Mr. Marc Messina 
CI Contracting, Inc. 
Base Bid $ 1,511,590 
PLM Bond (Hudson Insurance Group) $ 15,000 
TOTAL $ 1,526,590 
 
Bid Division 105: Interior Concrete Flatwork 
Mr. Wayne Albanelli 
*Albanelli Cement Contractors, Inc. 
Base Bid $ 1,947,800 
PLM Bond (Western Surety) $ 24,600 
TOTAL $ 1,972,400 

 
2nd Low bidder. Simone (low bid) did not have complete scope at time of bid 
 
Bid Division 109: Roofing 
Mr. Steve Eskelinen 
Esko Roofing & Sheet Metal 
Base Bid $1, 698, 000 
Temporary Membrane Allowance $ 57,750 
Escalation Allowance $ 100,000 
Vapor Barrier $ (165,300) 
Substrate Board $ (129,600) 
PLM Bond (Westfield Insurance Company) $ 25,800 
TOTAL $ 1,586,650 
 
Bid Division 110: Metal Panels 
Mr. Steve Eskelinen 
Esko Roofing & Sheet Metal 
Base Bid $1,939,600 
Additional Metal Panels at Gym $38,000 
Spray Applied Insulation for Metal Panels $ (218,750) 
Vapor Barrier  $ (66,500) 
PLM Bond (Westfield Insurance Company) $    27,600 
TOTAL $ 1,586,650 
 



 

 
 
Bid Division 116: Hard Tile 
Mr. Franko Sallaku 
*Continental Contracting Co., LLC 
Base Bid $ 449,100 
PLM Bond (Granite Re., Inc.) $ 5,620 
TOTAL $ 454,720 
 
2nd Low bidder. Boston Tile (low bid) respectfully requested to have their bid withdrawn from consideration 
 
Bid Division 118: Carpet / Resilient Tile Flooring 
Mr. Paul Bitar 
City Carpet And Flooring 
Base Bid $ 652,000 
PLM Bond (Western Surety) $ 3,900 
TOTAL $ 655,900 
 
Bid Division 120: Classic Painting Company, Inc. 
Mr. Stephine Sholty 
Classic Painting Company, Inc. 
Base Bid $ 346,300 
PLM Bond (J. Ryan Bonding, Inc.) $ 8,700 
TOTAL $ 355,000 
 
Bid Division 124: Wood Flooring  
Mr. Ben Vanaman  
Foster Specialty Floors  
Base Bid $ 215,850 
PLM Bond (Cincinnati Insurance) $ 2,000 
TOTAL $ 217,850 
 
Bid Division 128: Educational Casework 
Mr. Tim Moon 
Stonecreek Interior Systems LLC 
Base Bid $ 239,000 
PLM Bond (Western Surety Company) $
 2,390 
TOTAL $ 241,390 
 
 
Bid Division 131: Athletic Equipment 

Mr. Ben Hurst 
C & M Associates, Inc. 
Base Bid $ 68,145 
PLM Bond (Selective Insurance Company of America) $
 1,020 
TOTAL $ 69,165 
 
Bid Division 136: Gym Bleachers  
Mr. Matt LaLonde  
Interkal Inc. 
Base Bid $ 131,910 
Increased Riser and Seat Size $  6,500 
PLM Bond (Western Security) $ 2,110 
TOTAL $ 140,520 
 
 
Bid Division 137: Food Service Equipment 
Mr. Dave Hubbard 
Great Lakes Hotel Supply Company 
Base Bid $ 623,069 
PLM Bond (North American Specialty Company) $
 3,427 
TOTAL $ 626,496 
 
Bid Division 138: Traction Elevators 
Mr. Adam Drake 
*Otis Elevator Company 
Base Bid $ 164,900 
PLM Bond (Liberty Mutual) $ 450 
TOTAL $ 165,350

 
 

3rd Low bidder. TK Elevator (low bid) and KONE (second low bid) did not have complete scope at time of bid 
 
Bid Division 141: Fire Suppression  
Mr. William Jacques  
Absolute Fire Protection, Inc.  
Base Bid $ 639,730 
PLM Bond (North American Specialty Company) $ 11, 294 
TOTAL $ 651,024 
 
Bid Division 190: Interior Architectural Woodwork / Millwork 
Mr. Brandon Jennings 
BJ Construction Services, Inc. 
46385 Continental Dr New Baltimore, MI 48047 
Base Bid $ 539,850 
PLM Bond (Old Republic Insurance Company) $ 6,950 
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TOTAL $ 546,800 
 

AWARD RECOMMENDATION AMOUNT: $12,331,405.00 
 
It was moved by Mr. Cook and supported by Mrs. Roney that the Novi Board of Education 
approve the contracts as presented above for a total project cost of $12,331,405.00. 
Ayes:   6 Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook  
      
Nays:   0      MOTION CARRIED 
 
Hold Harmless Millage Rate – Revised 
In the August 2021 State Aid Update, the Fiscal Year 2022 State School Aide Act, 2021 (Public 
Act) PA 48, (House Bill) HB 4411, reduced the amount of hold-harmless millage the we can levy 
in 2021, for Fiscal Year 2022. 
 
Under section 1211 of the State School Code, the per-pupil hold-harmless revenue is limited to 
the difference between our foundation allowance ($9,010) and $8,700, thus giving us the 
reduction of $310. 
 
Our original Hold-harmless rate was 2.4194.  It has been reduced to 1.2754. 
 
This revision to the 2021 Tax Rate Request L-4029 report comes to the Board this evening for 
action and must be submitted by September 30, 2021. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Hood and supported by Mr. Smith that the Novi Community School 
District Board of Education approve the revision to the 2021 Tax Rate Request L-4029 report to 
reflect this change. 
Ayes:   6 Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook  
      
Nays:   0      MOTION CARRIED 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
There were no comments from the audience this evening.   
 
ACTING SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Dr. RJ Webber, Acting Superintendent of Schools, reported that yesterday he came into some 
very exciting information for the District.  He stated that in working with Kelly Breen and 
through the extended efforts of former NEF president, Tom Smith, executive director of the NEF, 
Jason Smith, we were able to procure four hundred thousand dollars for the Novi Community 
School District.    
 
Dr. Webber said that this will come through the NEF and will attend to our K-5 gardens and most 
to our middle school outdoor learning space, that Bosch has already given us seat money for, and 
those dollars will go toward providing opportunities for our students.  He mentioned that there 
will be a press release tomorrow in conjunction with the NEF and Representative Breen to update 
the community on what that is.  Dr. Webber reported that this is a great example of public/private 
partnership.   



 
 

Page 6 
 

Dr. Webber stated that, so people can wrap their heads around what this could look like, we have 
a wonderful, robust engineering program at our high school.  He said that one of the things in our 
community gardens is that we had to spend a little less money on the greenhouses.  Dr. Webber 
mentioned that, in Michigan, with the snow, wind, and rain; what could be really neat is to 
actually have our high school students design and build the greenhouses at the high school and 
then to go to the elementaries and install them. 
 
Dr. Webber stated that when you think of outdoor learning spaces, he would like you to think 
about it in different ways because the incorporation of STEM type of pieces, where we could 
actually build wood duck house and put cameras inside of them.  He said, imagine a second or 
third grader being able to see inside of that wood duck house.  Dr. Webber mentioned, game 
cameras at night where maybe you could catch a black panther or a wildcat. 
 
Dr. Webber stated that these pieces are just a symbiotic relationship between the work that has 
been done by the NEF and the advocacy from our representative and our students and 
communities are going to benefit.  He said to look for more information on that tomorrow.   
 
Dr. Webber reported that today he had the privilege of attending the Novi Rotary, as a Rotarian, 
and presented our business, science, technology, engineering, art, and math or beeston 
programming.  He stated that it was great to interact with the Rotarians and show them the great 
things that we are doing in Novi Schools.  Dr. Webber said that he got a very positive reaction for 
the Rotarians there.    
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Dr. Gary Kinzer, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, reported that he had our first 
Mentee Monday professional development session of the year.  He summarized by stating that the 
State of Michigan requires that the District provide mentors for all of our new teachers.   Dr. 
Kinzer said that the requirements are minimal, but we do much more than that.  He mentioned 
that he works with Brian Langley and Rhonda Hoffman, the two coordinators, and together they 
assign the mentors to all of our eligible teachers.    
 
Dr. Kinzer reported that they created a tiered system in the District; where our first year teachers 
get a tier one mentor and that is a one to one.  He stated that in tier two, which are typically in 
their second and third year and new teacher who come to the District with experience we provide 
a tier two mentor, which is more of a PLC concept.  Dr. Kinzer said that additionally, we offer 
Mentee Monday, which is a six session professional development series.  He mentioned that they 
did this all in-person pre-pandemic, but obviously, virtually throughout the pandemic.   
 
Dr. Kinzer reported that they met for the first time, in-person on Monday and they are anticipating 
a hybrid approach this year where some of our session will be in-person and some will be done 
virtually.  He stated that their first session was on social media and everyone associated with the 
District knows that we have a very heavy social media presence.   
 
Dr. Kinzer said that Dr. Matthews encourages all of us to actively tell a story of the Novi 
Community School District through social media, especially with our hashtags #NoviPride and 
#NoviTogether.  He mentioned that we feel a responsibility to ensure that our teachers understand 
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that responsibility and the responsibility of being active on social media.  Dr. Kinzer reported that 
they took that topic on and had some lively conversation. 
 
He stated that Brian Langley also shared with our new teachers his new contribution to the 
District.  Dr. Kinzer said that he ever knew Brian was such a tremendously talented teacher and 
he is a giver.  He mentioned that he created a podcast series call, driving educators.  Dr. Kinzer 
reported that he googled it and it came up immediately on Apple Podcast, but he was sure that 
you could get it on a number of other sources as well.   
 
Dr. Kinzer stated that Brian has already created eight podcasts that are available to everybody. He 
encouraged everyone to listen because what a great way to see some of the amazing thing that are 
happening in our District and to become exposed to some of our tremendous teachers.   
 
Dr. Kinzer said in the eight sessions, Lisa Rice is talking about classroom Management, Lauren 
Nizol talking about MTSS, Kelsey Gaylord on English Language development, Ryan Smith 
teaching electives, a series of elementary and middle school teachers talking about the first days 
of school, Dr. Matthews taking on preparing a presentation, and others.   He mentioned that he 
will continue to develop podcasts throughout the school year and a nice feature of this is our 
teachers can watch the podcast and are able to become eligible for some credit for professional 
development. 
 
Dr. Kinzer reported that in his twenty plus years in this Profession, he has been to a lot of 
professional development and not much of it is the same quality as what Brian puts together.  He 
stated that this is a tremendous contribution to the District and he encourages everyone to take a 
look (or a listen).  
 
Dr. Kinzer expresses his gratitude to Tom Mitchell and Michael Roy for they have done just an 
unbelievable job of keeping us up and running in our auditorium and in terms of broadcasting our 
Board meetings.  He said that we have been without an auditorium manager.  Dr. Kinzer 
mentioned that Justin Jarvis will be taking over soon, but Tom has been a great asset and has 
really, really sacrificed to help us.  He reported that it is greatly appreciated. 
 
Mr. Greg McIntyre, Assistant Superintendent of Business and Operations, reported that he wanted 
to make the Board aware that we are in tune with the issues we are having with the custodian, 
with EnviroClean.  He stated that they had a meeting earlier this week and we are confident that 
we are going to have a solution to get us over the hump.  Mr. McIntyre said that there is a staffing 
issue and some challenges, so we have been working on that.   
 
Mr. McIntyre reported that with the transportation unit, they met today and think they have some 
solutions in place to attract new people and keep the people we have as well.  He stated that we 
are addressing both of those units.   
 
Mr. McIntyre said with regards to the Capital Projects audit, we concluded that had received a 
pass on that.  He mentioned that the audit was done by Taylor Morgan.  Mr. McIntyre reported 
that the financial audit was done by Plante Moran and they are working on some days to present 
to the Finance Committee.  He stated that he had presented to the Board that the fund balance will 
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be about 17.45 percent and we are going to be around 18 percent, so it is pretty close to what he 
had projected.  Mr. McIntyre said once we get those dates nailed down, we will let the Finance 
Committee know the date and time will be for the financial and then we will present to the full 
Board.  He mentioned that Plante Moran will come in person on both of those times.  
 
COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS 
Capital Projects Committee, 
Mr. Mena, Board Secretary and Chairperson of the Capital Projects Committee, reported that they 
had a meeting on the 15th and discussed the scoreboard that is going in at Meadows along with the 
great building that is going in with locker rooms and other things.  He stated that they had a 
discussion on high school visioning and other visioning sessions.  Mr. Mena said that they 
discussed master planning, which is pretty much completed.  He mentioned that they discussed 
some partnership opportunities with the city and looked at some mock-ups and potential locations 
for the new activities center. 
 
Curriculum Committee 
Mrs. Roney, Board Trustee and Chairperson of the Curriculum Committee, reported that they had 
a curriculum meeting last night and it was full attendance, standing room only.  She stated that it 
was her, Willy, Tom, RJ, and Gary was there keeping the crowd under check.  Mrs. Roney said 
they discussed the Critical Race Theory briefly and then got on to the curriculum topics of ELA, 
the reading of books; what is mandatory and what is not.  She mentioned that they talked about 
transparency.   
 
Mrs. Roney reported that RJ tried to do a little video clip, but without Ms. Holly’s expertise, they 
could not pull it off.  She stated that they had 20 speakers and it was a bit of an interesting night.  
Mrs. Roney said that if you want to pack the house, just talk about Critical Race Theory or 
mandatory reading or ELA and that will do it. She mentioned that she thought I came out pretty 
good and that she felt positive, even though it was a little nerve wracking.   
 
Mr. Smith, Board Trustee, also reported that there was a diversity of opinion in the room.  He 
stated that there were comments that supported our Board of Education and specifically 
curriculum committee was doing a relatively great job and asking for more civil discourse.  Mr. 
Smith said that it is great that everyone is here and expressing their opinion and can we continue 
to do that in a nice way, in a respectful way.  He mentioned that anytime you have a district that 
has 6700 kids, 5000-6000 families, there is going to be a difference of opinion, so he appreciates 
those comments.   
 
Mr. Smith reported that just from a perspective standpoint the Board has talked about, let’s say 
COVID specifically, and we all agreed that if one child died because of COVID exposure at our 
schools, that would be one child too many.  He stated that we would not look at it statistically 
speaking.  Mr. Smith said that in that vein, he is extremely respectful of the comments they did 
hear from parents that is was the curriculum’s or committee’s responsibility or the Board’s 
responsibility, but instead what he heard was it was the Board’s responsibility to read and or 
approve/disapprove everything that is presented to our students.  He stated that is impossible and 
mentioned that he believes that is not the role of the Curriculum meeting, but he respects that 
opinion.   
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Mr. Smith reported that he was doing the math and if he rounded 6,700 to 6,000, 600 would be 
ten percent and one percent would be 60.  He stated that if one percent, sixty people, are 
complaining about how we do things, then ninety-nine percent of the people are happy.  Mr. 
Smith said that he believed that we did not have even fifteen people complaining, so 99.75%, at 
least, of the students that the Board is working on behalf of are generally satisfied with the work 
that the Board is doing.  He asked how many of us have heard that there are four angry voices and 
are monopolizing the conversation.  Mr. Smith stated that every voice matters and every voice is 
important.   
 
Mr. Smith reported that he really liked what he heard from parents who were criticizing Romeo 
and Juliet as being a dysfunctional, unhealthy relationship, and do we really want out teenagers to 
kill themselves at the end of a relationship.  Mr. Smith said that the gentleman was directly 
correct and those are conversations that you have at the dinner table or have at your bible study or 
youth group.  Mr. Smith mentioned that he wanted to recognize the comments that the committee 
heard, but he would also like to provide some perspective that for the most part, he believes that 
the Board is doing a pretty good job.   
 
Mr. Smith reported that the school that he was assigned to originally, before he adopted the 
ROAR and NATC, was Village Oaks.  He stated that he stopped in there briefly and spoke with 
Dr. Ofili.  Mr. Smith said that he had nothing but great things to say about Agnes and every time 
they ask for something, they (McCarthy Smith) bend over backwards, and so Agnes has fans 
everywhere.  He mentioned that he went on a tour and there is one hall where there are two 
teachers of the year whose classrooms are right across from each other, Jen Smith and Lisa Rice.   
 
Mr. Smith reported that there was one classroom, that looked like first graders, who were standing 
saying the Pledge of Allegiance and he got teary eyed.  He stated that it was amazing.  Mr. Smith 
said that a student was closing Lisa Rice’s door and he stuck his head in and they told Lisa there 
was a stranger at the door, so she came up and introduced him to the class.  He reported that it is 
not that we have amazing teacher; it is not enough to say that they are talented.  Mr. Smith stated 
that we have gifted teachers.  He said that he thinks of himself as a loving, caring parent who is 
involved with his kid’s educational life, and he does not believe that you could be more caring 
and loving and gentle and professional and talented as he observed in that classroom.   
 
Mr. Smith mentioned that is not the only classroom where that happens.  He reported that 99.5 
percent of our teachers are in there working very hard, doing a great job, and trying their hardest 
from their heart every day.  Mr. Smith stated that he just wanted to recognize that because he got 
to see it again today first hand.  He said that the great stuff we are doing outweighs all of the 
negative stuff. 
 
Dr. Ruskin reported that Mrs. Roney thought it was successful and it was successful because 
people were engaged from our community and no matter what their voice or opinion was, they 
were here because they care about the kids and they want things to be right with their family and 
their children’s education.  She stated that it was a hard meeting and she appreciated Mrs. Roney 
facilitating that meeting for the Board.  Dr. Ruskin said that if people came out and they were 
heard and we were listening, then it was successful. 
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Mrs. Roney said that they were active in their kid’s lives, in Novi, and that is what makes Novi 
such a great school system.  She stated that it is our teachers, our administrators, but it is also our 
parents because they take a part in their kid’s schooling.  
 

BOARD COMMUNICATION 
Mr. Smith, Board Trustee, stated that with regards to the NEF, he appreciated the kind words, RJ.  
He said that he just wants to compliment, in particular, some of the Board members that have 
been a part of that team for a long time because it is not that within the last six months, the NEF 
did something that got them $400,000 reward.  He said that it is based on years and years and 
years of being present and active in the community and the support that NEF has gotten from 
parents and it is parents who are not in the room tonight, who attended the Green Gala four years 
ago or three.  Mr. Smith mentioned that every little bit of that, built up to this thing happening. 
 
Mr. Smith reported that one of his longest term members on the Board is Punita Thurman and she 
has been to a number of these meetings and has given hours and hours of her time towards that 
organization.  He stated that specifically tonight he wanted to recognize Jason Smith, the 
Executive Director of the NEF, who is not a highly compensated executive, yet puts in hours and 
hours of his time and cares.   
 
Mr. Smith said that the key, in his opinion from being the president of that organization for six or 
seven years, is part of being successful in life is showing up.  He stated suit up, and show up; be 
in the office when your phone rings.  Mr. Smith mentioned that there is no such thing as luck.  He 
reported that he loves that expression where that is not luck; luck is where preparation meets 
opportunity.   
 
He stated that Jason is prepared, in his office, the phone rings, and it is Macy’s, right before 
Christmas, they have some money that they want to give away, they called one of the other 
organization and nobody answered; we answered.  Mr. Smith said that he got RJ involved asking, 
can you drop everything and go with me.  He mentioned that it is collaboration; can you go with 
me; and the next thing you know we have Maker’s Space.  Mr. Smith said that it is not a fluke.  
Mr. Smith stated that it takes work and it takes years and years.  
 
Mr. Smith reported that when he made the decision to step down form the NEF, he said he left his 
left his blood, sweat, and tears behind.  He stated that you get in that twilight part of your career 
and there is a thing or two that I would like to do.  Mr. Smith said that he is excited to let the 
Board know that an organization has been approved by the State of Michigan, called the Friends 
of Novi School and we are waiting for our release from the IRS to be officially a 503c 
corporation, but we are an approved Michigan nonprofit organization.   
 
He mentioned that he is presently working with principal Carter, and a few others at the high 
school.  Mr. Smith reported that their first event will be in a few weeks.  He stated that they are 
inviting a group of high school students.  Mr. Smith said that he is partnering with Paul, of 
Imagine Theaters and they are going to have a Private screening of Dear Evan Hansen, which was 
a musical that he got to see with his teenager, with the original cast on Broadway.   He mentioned 
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that musical impacted his life and his child’s life and he believes that it could save lives for the 
right kid or kids that would get to see it in a safe place with their peers, or parents, or big brother. 
Mr. Smith reported that is the type of selfish things that he would like to execute through the 
Friends of Novi Schools.  He stated that will happen soon and the movie actually releases 
tomorrow. 
 
Mr. Smith thanked RJ for the compliments to the NEF. 
 
Dr. Ruskin, Board President, expressed her gratitude to Mr. Mena.  She reported that Novi had 
their Taste Fest and he and Mr. Cook worked really hard.  She stated that they were doing the 
scoreboard and so many things behind the scenes.  Dr. Ruskin said there was a lot of effort put in 
to high light the cheerleaders, the football players, pom athletes, and just everybody over there.   
She mentioned that it was a really fantastic event lead by a committee, the parents, and the 
hundreds of people behind the scenes who volunteer their time and effort that evening.  Dr. 
Ruskin reported that it was fantastic to see the community out there watching the winning football 
game.    
 
Dr. Ruskin stated that before the Board meets again, there will be homecoming, homecoming 
parade, and another opportunity to have a really fantastic, positive, community event at the high 
school.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Mr. Mena and supported by Mrs. Roney that the Novi Board of Education 
Regular Board meeting be adjourned.  
Ayes:   6 Dr. Ruskin, Mr. Smith, Mr. Mena, Mrs. Roney, Mrs. Hood, and Mr. Cook  
      
Nays:   0      MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.  The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for 
October 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., at the Educational Services Building. 
 
                                  ______________________ 

       Willy Mena, Secretary 
 

An online recording of this meeting is available on YouTube and on the District Website: novi.k12.mi.us 

http://www.novischools.net/

