Winterim at Grand Rapids Christian High School engages
students in a two-week amplified learning experience,
allowing them to choose their own courses of interest.
Five components serve the Winterim objective: dual-

God has given each of you

enrollment college courses, unique courses for on-campus

a gift from his great variety

instruction, college research and visits, travel, and shadowing

of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to

professionals in internships throughout the community. During
these two weeks, talent may be realized, direction may be
changed, a spirit may be influenced.

serve one another.

Christian teachers and mentors support students in unveiling

1 Peter 4:10

their unique passions and abilities, instilling confidence in
their potential as children of God.
Partnership with the community is a vital part of Winterim. We
are blessed this year by those who have offered to share their
gifts of teaching, passions in life, and professional experience,
leading students to discover their own true talents.
Learning beyond four walls increases students’ momentum
and desire to learn, advancing Grand Rapids Christian Schools’
mission of preparing students to be effective servants of Christ
in contemporary society.
Winterim occurs during the first two weeks following
Christmas break, between semesters. Attendance is required
as Winterim is a fully credited term composed of morning and
afternoon sessions, five days a week.
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WINTERIM OVERVIEW
SCHEDULE
• Winterim is a two-week term based on the college interim model, starting immediately after Christmas vacation.
• Roughly one-third of students will spend Winterim off campus participating in educational or mission trips, college visits, or
internships.
• For students taking courses, the day is divided into two sessions, with one course taken per session.
Morning Session

8:20 am — 11:20 am

Lunch

11:20 am — 11:45 am [on campus]

Afternoon Session

11:50 am — 2:50 pm

ATTENDANCE
• Because Winterim is only two weeks, attendance is crucial. Students who miss excessive classes may be denied credit for the
course. Each circumstance will be considered on an individual basis.
• Students involved in extracurricular activities must choose a Winterim schedule that does not interfere with their commitments.
Students should see a coach or administrator with questions.

CREDITS AND GRADES
• All morning and afternoon courses receive 0.25 credits each, while trips, internships, and full-day courses receive 0.50
credits. Each student is required to earn 0.50 Winterim credits per year as a graduation requirement. Winterim courses will
not count toward fulfilling non-Winterim graduation requirements.

WINTERIM PERSONNEL
Principal, Brad Mockabee • bmockabee@grcs.org • 616.574.5500
Winterim Coordinator, Brian Karsten • bkarsten@grcs.org • 616.574.5508
Winterim Assistant, Carolyn Groendyk • cgroendyk@grcs.org • 616.574.5819
Winterim Internship Coordinator, Rebecca Polet • rpolet@grcs.org • 616.574.5566
Winterim Registrar, Heather Scholma • hscholma@grcs.org • 616.574.5903
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WINTERIM COURSES
OVERVIEW
New and exciting courses give students fresh and unique choices while allowing teachers to share their own individual passions
for specialties not offered in the core curriculum.
During Winterim, teachers mentor and expand student knowledge in key areas of interest, revealing gifts that can otherwise
be hidden. With smaller class sizes and a more concentrated time frame, students are able to form a meaningful Christian bond
with their teachers.

ENROLLMENT
WinterimFest is a time when students are introduced to all Winterim course offerings. This will take place during the lunch hour/
office hours on Wednesday, October 26, 2022 in Grand Rapids Christian High School’s Town Square.

Registration is done online by seniority and on a first-come, first-served basis:
12th Grade Registration:

Monday, October 31 — lunch hour

11th Grade Registration:

Tuesday, November 1 —lunch hour

10th Grade Registration:

Wednesday, November 2 — lunch hour

9th Grade Registration:

Friday, November 4 — lunch hour

INSTRUCTION
Guest instructors from the community join GRCHS staff to teach Winterim courses. Small classes in three-hour blocks provide
unique opportunities for instruction. Many courses include service-learning or hands-on, project-based experiences that can’t
happen in a normal school day. Other courses are team-taught and take place partially or entirely off-campus.
All guest instructors have formally applied to teach a course and have been approved by Grand Rapids Christian Schools.

EXPECTATIONS
Students taking courses must sign up online for either one morning course and one afternoon course or one full-day course.
Attendance is mandatory, and absences may result in a loss of Winterim credits. Students may not repeat a Winterim course
unless granted permission by the Winterim Coordinator.
Some classes tend to be more rigorous in nature, while other classes may be more hands-on and experiential. Students and parents must
read course descriptions carefully to understand prerequisites, fees, and expectations.
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Grand Rapids Christian High School is blessed to partner with Cornerstone University to offer dual-enrollment
Winterim courses. 10th, 11th, and 12th-grade students can take these dual-enrollment courses that will receive
both GRCHS Winterim credit and college credits at no additional cost. This is a great opportunity to earn
college credit and get a taste of life on a college campus.

PARTICIPATION
Students wishing to participate
• Must be able to attend class at the scheduled time. IMPORTANT NOTE: This class will meet during GRCHS
Winterim but will extend beyond the typical school day schedule. Do not sign up for this course if you are
not willing and able to attend to this schedule.
• Must meet the minimum 2.8 GPA requirement of Cornerstone University.
• Must complete an application for admission to Cornerstone University. Online application links will be
emailed to registered students.
• Should expect assignments, homework, and exams appropriate for the college level.
• Will need to provide or arrange for their personal transportation.
• May be required to purchase a textbook.
• Are not required to take a second Winterim course.

COURSE
Making of the Modern World: 1500 to Present (HIS 114)
College Credit Hours: 3 credits
Instructor: Martin Spence (Professor of History at Cornerstone University)
Schedule: 8:00 am — 12:00 pm / Monday — Friday
A study of major Western and non-Western nation-states from 1500 to the present including ideological
developments such as the Enlightenment and Romanticism. Interwoven throughout are themes of
industrialization, imperialism, revolutions, communism, and the Cold War.
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Creator’s Retreat
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Instructors: Abby Zwart (GRCHS English Teacher) and Steve Tuit (GRCHS English and Psychology Teacher)
In our busy lives, we don’t often take time to pursue our passions. On the Creator’s Retreat, you’ll get the
chance to spend two intentional weeks on a personal project—something you’ll be proud of. We’ll start in
the classroom to prepare for our work, and then we’ll head off campus to a retreat center to live and create
together. We’ll eat, worship, work, and play, then return to school to present our products. So what might you
create? Music, visual art, film, poetry, fiction, nonfiction, spoken word, forensics speeches, podcasts, science
experiments, inventions, woodworking, scrapbooking, dance, or whatever else you are moved to create.
Additional Note: Course includes the weekend (January 7-8)
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $200 for this course. Financial aid may be available. See Mr. Karsten
for details.
Prerequisite: Students will complete a post-sign up application. See Miss Zwart or Mr. Tuit for more information.

MORNING COURSES
X

9 Days of Crochet

X

Life Together

X

30 for 30

X

Psychology in Film

X

Beginner Guitar and Songwriting

X

X

Coffee & Chocolate: From Bean to Beverage and
Beyond!
X

Pop-Apocalypse: Spending Winterim
Contemplating the End of the World
Rugby Basics

X

CSI Grand Rapids

X

Segment 1 Driver Education (10th - 12th grade)

X

Divided and Reunited Germany

X

Sherlock Holmes

X

Food and Fitness

X

Sports Performance Training

X

Games, Movies, Skiing and Statistics

X

Stage Make-up and Special Effects

X

GOAT: MJ or LeBron

X

Tee to Green: Golf Lessons for All Levels

X

Green Team

X

X

How It’s Made

Video Game Development with 3D Modeling and
Animation

X

Intermediate/Advanced Rock Climbing

X

West African Dance Forms

X

Woodworking

AFTERNOON COURSES
X

ACT / SAT: Achieving the Score You Want is
Possible

X

Homemade Cameras + Windchimes + Medieval
Weapons = Physics Fun!

X

Art Making with a Camera and a Computer

X

How to Debate and Win

X

Art Therapy with Salted Journaling

X

Improv for Non-Improvisors

X

Board Games, Card Games, and More!

X

Introduction to Outdoor Adventures

X

Books, Bookstores, and Creative Writing

X

Introduction to Rock Climbing

X

Butter, Sugar, Flour

X

Lights, Camera, Action!

X

Christian Fit Body Boot Camp

X

Middle School Math Competitions

X

Dogs!

X

Miniature Figurines: Painting, Printing, Playing

X

Esports: Team Building, Competition & Careers

X

X

Exploring Grand Rapids

Much about the Dutch: The Netherlands’s
Language, History, & Culture

X

Exploring the Criminal Justice System

X

Segment I Drivers Training (9th grade)

X

Spanish in the Community

X

Traditional Tae Kwon Do

X

Walk as Jesus Walked: A Study in Discipleship

X

Winterim Intramurals Adventure: Tournament Style

X

You Will Leave This Class with More Friends

X

Family Tree Detectives

X

Grand Rapids Police Department Youth Academy

X

Grappling with Great Ideas

X

The Great Outdoors

X

Harry Potter
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9 Days of Crochet
Instructor: Krista Krysgman (GRCHS Art Teacher)
Course Description: Grab some cozy yarn, snuggle up with a warm drink, and learn to crochet with confidence!
In this course, absolute beginners and experienced crocheters are invited to come and expand their creative
abilities through the timeless and meditative art of crochet. From amigurumi stuffed animals to wearables such
as scarves or blankets, students will work with their hands, challenge their minds, and leave this class with
something to use and be proud of.

30 for 30
Instructors: Danielle Bosch (GRCHS Inclusive Education Teacher) and Eric Taylor (GRCHS Dean of Student Life)
Do you love great stories? Do you love movies? ESPN’s 30 for 30 is a film documentary series that focuses on
extraordinary stories from the world of sports. Some stories are about current issues, some are funny, and others
are cautionary tales. These ESPN Films productions are captivating and they will spark discussions within our
class. We will make the stories relevant by exploring them through projects and some possible off campus trips.
Each day we will watch a few selections from ESPN’s film library and discuss that story’s impact on society.

Beginner Guitar and Song Writing
Instructor: Kendra DeVrou (Director of Worship and Music at Calvary CRC)
Learn the basics of playing the guitar, including strumming and picking chords, melodies, and scales. This course
is designed for beginners, so it’s fine if you’ve never even held a guitar before! Along with the techniques of
guitar playing, we’ll also get a chance to play songs and meditate on their history, meaning, and significance. We
will have an emphasis on worship, and we will get to experience worship together, along with writing our own
song together as a class.
Prerequisite: Students must bring their own guitar. (Contact Mr. Karsten if interested but do not have access to one.)

Coffee and Chocolate: From Bean to Beverage and Beyond!
Instructor: Dan Hermen (Copywriter for Bakery, Snack and Confectionery Suppliers)
Arguably no bean has had more of an impact on culture and consumption than these two favorites! Come
explore the origins, methods, and influences of both chocolate and coffee—from home kitchen to corner artisan
to global business giant. We’ll consider the effects of these industries across their supply chains and meet with
experts who are pursuing a better way. Be prepared to taste test, brew, froth, temper, bake, sip, and dip. We’ll
tour local chocolate and coffee facilities, master lots of different production techniques, and explore marketing
and health claims of these beautiful beans.

CSI: Grand Rapids

MORNING
COURSES

Instructor: Dan Hoekstra (GRCHS Science Teacher and Technology Coach)
Do you love a good mystery? Do you want to be the next famous crime scene investigator? Think you have what it takes to crack
the case wide open? If you answered “yes,” then put on your lab coat and safety goggles and check out CSI: Grand Rapids!
Throughout your two-week training period, you will learn from real-life crime scene investigators as you dive into the world
of CSI. You will perform the technique of DNA fingerprinting, learn how to analyze bullets, hair, dental impressions, and blood
splatter, and study the skills required for successful crime investigation.

Divided and Reunited Germany
Instructor: Donna Kamerman-Houskamp (GRCHS World Language Teacher)
This course will examine German history from the end of WWII through reunification to the present day. Students will learn about
such major events as the Berlin Airlift, the formal division into two separate countries, and the building of the Berlin Wall and its
demise, leading to reunification. And, we’ll enjoy a conversation with a German American who lived through it all.

Food and Fitness
Instructor: Amy Petracek (GRCHS Consumer Sciences Teacher)
Are you looking for a fun, exciting way to live a healthier life? Well, look no further! In this class, we will explore the ways in which
food and fitness can impact your life in a multitude of ways. We will participate in many of the latest fitness and activity trends
that might include hot yoga, pickleball, spinning, kickboxing, fowling, and many others. We will also shop for fresh ingredients
to refuel our bodies after our workouts and prepare a variety of foods from scratch. Our cooking experience will culminate in an
Iron Chef-style competition. Don’t miss out on this opportunity for some fun and strides towards a healthier lifestyle!

Games, Movies, Skiing, and Statistics
Instructor: Tim Van Dyke (GRCHS Math Teacher)
In “Games, Movies, Skiing, and Statistics” we will play board games and card games, discuss sports, watch movies, and even
go skiing (to see if more than 50 percent of high school students do enjoy skiing!). A small dose of statistics will be “snuck in”
every day as we will see how the statistics help in the activities.
Prerequisite: Students must have previously taken (or be currently taking) AP Statistics.

GOAT: MJ or LeBron
Instructor: Travis Kuiper (GRCHS Math Teacher)
Down by 1. Six seconds left. The G.O.A.T. takes it down the court, attacks the rim, and… it’s in! The G.O.A.T. wins it at the buzzer!
Now stop. Who are you picturing? MJ? LeBron? Someone else? An actual goat? In this course, we will take a historical and
mathematical look at answering the question that has polarized basketball fans for years: Who is the Greatest Of All Time?
Come along and show your basketball skills (talent not required), watch documentaries, and engage in friendly debate in
answering the age old G.O.A.T. question.
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MORNING
COURSES
Green Team
Instructor: Stephanie Boven (GRCHS Science Teacher)
Have you ever wondered what it would take to live a life that’s more “green”? Let’s explore how we can live a greener lifestyle
here in West Michigan. We’ll explore current practices and learn how to advocate for a more sustainable community. In this
course, students will examine environmental issues related to the Great Lakes region. This course will include field trips, guest
speakers, volunteer opportunities, and a closer look at sustainability here at GRCHS.

How It’s Made
Instructor: John Christians (GRCHS Science Teacher)
How It’s Made will take students to various companies, businesses, and places around Grand Rapids to see what is being
made, how it’s being made, why it’s being made, how much of it’s being made, and who is making it. We’ll be able to learn
from different types of businesses and various people in the industrial, engineering, design, business, and marketing aspects
of getting things made.

Intermediate / Advanced Rock Climbing
Instructor: Frank Abissi (NYSDEC Level II Rock Climbing Guide)
Take your climbing to the next level! This course focuses on building solid technique and good training habits as you work on
more difficult climbs.
Prerequisite: Students must have climbing experience and be proficient in belaying.
Cost: There is an additional fee of $50 for this course. Financial aid may be available. See Mr. Karsten for details.

Life Together
Instructor: GRCHS Staff
Life Together is a unique opportunity for all ninth graders to learn what it means to be Christian students that are part of a
Christian community. Ninth graders from over forty different middle schools will come together and spend ten days growing,
both personally and as the class of 2026, as they participate in fun team-building activities, worship, community service, and a
series of sectionals on a variety of subjects. Students will hear from Grand Rapids Christian staff and leaders from the community
as they learn more about their gifts and talents and discover ways that God might use them to serve here at school, in their
homes, and later in the workplace.
Prerequisite: All 9th-grade students will automatically be enrolled in Life Together during the morning Winterim session.
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MORNING
COURSES
Psychology in Film
Instructor: Chaz Meyaard (GRCHS Social Studies and Psychology Teacher)
American movie audiences are fascinated by heartless serial killers, relatable characters who wrestle with psychological demons,
seemingly incompatible couples, and families whose interactions mimic a circus act or a small-scale battlefield. Whether a
serious drama, such as Good Will Hunting, or a feel good story, such as Inside Out, the dramatization of the psychological
life of these characters keeps us glued to the screen. In this course, we will watch and analyze some of the all-time great
psychological movies and learn about a variety of real-life psychological concepts and disorders. In this course Hollywood and
real-life scenarios meld together to create an unforgettable experience for students.
Prerequisite: Students must have permission to watch R-rated and PG-13 films. A film list, along with rating/reviews, will need to
be signed by a parent/guardian.

Pop-Apocalypse: Spending Winterim Contemplating the End of the World
Instructor: Jonathan Owens (GRCHS English Teacher)
Americans love the apocalypse, at least the idea of it. Dystopian fiction, zombie movies, and imaginings of the afterlife abound
in our pop culture. Beyond entertainment, what we think about how the world will end also strongly influences many of our
decisions, even if we haven’t thought about it. This course will look at the book of Revelation, watch some popular movies,
read some famous stories, learn about a few of the major Christian views out there, and compare all of those perspectives with
classical Reformed eschatology. Along the way we will have plenty of fun diving into the ineffable.
Prerequisite: Students must have permission to watch films with mature content. Course instructor will provide titles on request.

Rugby Basics
Instructor: David Campbell (GRCHS English Teacher and Irish Rugby Schools Qualified Coach)
Have you ever wondered if you could hone your athletic skills in sports that have their origin from outside the USA? If your
answer is yes, then Rugby Basics is for you. We’re planning on offering basic skills training for passing, attack and defense in a
non-contact setting for male and female athletes, as well as video sessions so that you can take your first steps in a sport that
is played around the world.
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MORNING
COURSES
Segment 1 Driver Education (10th - 12th grade only)
Instructors: GRCHS Staff and Staff from Official Driving School
Grand Rapids Christian High School is excited to partner with Official Driving School to offer Segment 1 Driver Education.
Students enrolled in Winterim Driver Education will complete their Segment 1 course requirements, which include basic
maneuvers, compliance, and safe driving strategies. They will also receive additional instruction in driving-related topics such
as purchasing auto insurance, purchasing a car, caring for a car, and exploring how students can use driving to serve others in
the community. In order to meet state regulations, in addition to the Winterim class times, there will be three additional required
two-hour sessions of class time which are necessary to complete the course (January 14, 21, 28) from 9:00 am to 11:00 am at
GRCHS. These dates may be rescheduled through the Official Driving school as well. Throughout the program, in addition to
their class time, students must complete six hours of driving time and four hours of observation time. Students will schedule their
drives and observations with their instructors. Driving and observation time is typically done either before or after class and will
leave from and return to GRCHS. Official Driving School will do the best they can to schedule drives and observations at a time
that is convenient for you, but please try to make yourself as available as possible throughout the course.
Prerequisite: Students must be 14 years and 8 months old by 1/03/2023 to enroll in this course.
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $360 for this course that is collected by Official Driving School prior to Winterim. (This
is a discount from the usual Official Driving School course fee.) Payment will be collected prior to Winterim.

Sherlock Holmes
Instructor: Jenifer Gunnink (GRCHS English Teacher)
While Sherlock Holmes is one of the few fictional characters to retain his popularity throughout the years, depictions of him and
his cases have changed significantly. In this course, we will explore the world of Sherlock Holmes by reading some of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s classic stories, watching various portrayals of the Sherlock Holmes character in television and movies, and
practicing our own deductive skills.
Prerequisite: Students must have permission to watch PG-13 films. Specific titles available upon request.

Sports Performance Training
Instructor: Daimond Dixon (GRCHS Director of Sports Performance)
This course is designed to outline the foundation of sports performance training for athletes at all levels, from youth to
professional. The course will focus not only on the physical and mental aspects of performance training but also on the
differences in training required at various levels of athletics. The course will provide opportunities to take field trips to local
professional sports organizations and listen to guest speakers.
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MORNING
COURSES
Stage Make-up and Special Effects
Instructor: Kate Mellitz (GRCHS Director of Theatre)
Have you always wanted to learn how to apply prosthetics? Old age make-up? Create a “Glam Look” or apply basic theatrical
make-up? In this course students will learn how to apply various types of stage make-up using themselves and their classmates
as the canvas. At the end of the course, students will be put through a Face-Off challenge where they will be asked to recreate a
look for a panel of judges—with a prize going to the winner!

Tee to Green: Golf Lessons for All Levels
Instructor: Clark Klaasen (Golf Professional)
Get a jump-start on your golf season with lessons focused on swing instruction and training. Gain balance, speed, mobility, and
control on your swing, and learn how to use your core and legs to maximize results on the course. Regardless of whether your
game is subpar or under-par, this course will help you improve.

Video Game Development with 3D Modeling and Animation
Instructors: Hybrid Course with support from and site visits to Protégé Game Studios
Work with a professional video game developer to learn the tools, processes, and techniques to create a 3D video game. The
course will expose students to 3D Modeling programs and the Unreal Game Engine which are professionally used in the video
game industry. Students will learn to create 3D video game assets, rig and animate characters, and design a game level by placing
these assets into a game level using the Unreal Engine.
Prerequisite: Students must be confident in an online learning environment.
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $75 for this course. Financial aid may be available. See Mr. Karsten for details.

West African Dance Forms
Instructor: Cassandra Vander Well-Pegman (Dance Instructor)
This course focuses on traditional dance, music, and customs from various regions in West Africa as well as fundamental skills
from the Umfundalai technique, which was developed by Dr. Kariamu Welsh Asante. Students will learn a basic level warm-up
that develops strength, stamina, flexibility, and elemental movements of African dance. Students will study rhythmic analysis
and the role of the drummer to understand the dynamic relationship between dancing, rhythm, and drumming. Throughout the
course students will learn the historical and cultural contexts of the Kpanlogo and Gota traditional Ghanaian dances and the
Umfundalai technique. Opportunities to create, critique, and analyze self and peer performances are designed to further the
development and growth of the beginner dancer. Course readings will examine commonalities and differences in African dance
as well as the contribution that African dance has made to American styles of music and dance. Students will be challenged to
reflect on personal ties to the African Diaspora and discuss ways to sensitively approach cultural dance by examining movement
as conceptual, emotional and kinesthetic. Course content is designed to broaden students’ cross-cultural understanding through
dance instruction, music, class discussions, and reflective writing.
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Woodworking
Instructor: Neil Karsten (GRCHS Science Teacher)
Students will work as a group to build a heavy-duty picnic table for student use at different GRCS campuses. Our focus will be
on completing the picnic table safely, professionally, and on time. When the table is finished, every student will be given the
opportunity to create and take home their own Adirondack chair. During the course students will be given the opportunity to
learn about and use multiple tools, along with learning basic woodworking skills.

14

ACT/SAT: Achieving the Score You Want Is Possible
Instructors: Jane Parker, Rhonda Madole, and Sam Hartemink (ACT/SAT Summer Session Workshop Instructors)
Test taking isn’t anyone’s favorite activity, but that doesn’t mean you can’t have fun learning the tricks and
hacks for the ACT and SAT. This class will help you plan to achieve your best score on the ACT and SAT. It
is the only Winterim class that has the potential to put money in your pocket—at least in terms of college
scholarships.

Art Making with a Camera and a Computer
Instructor: Robert DeJonge (Professional Designer and Photographer)
In this course, students will learn a brief history of making art with a camera along with some fundamentals on
the technical side of art making with camera and computer, but the greatest emphasis will be on the creative
process. Where does good art making start? How can I nurture good art making? How do I evaluate whether
my art making is effective? What subjects inspire me? We will spend two weeks getting out there—both on
and off campus—and making art.

Art Therapy with Salted Journaling
Instructor: Sarah Marentette (Bible Study Leader and Creator of Salted Journaling)
This course is an invitation to use art therapy as a way to develop students’ devotional practice. We will use
mixed media art from photography to paper, to watercolor & acrylic painting. We will have a provided Salted
Journaling Journal for the foundation of most of the work. Salted Journaling is based on Matthew 5:13: “We
are the salt of the earth;” we are here to preserve God’s Word. This journal will also include a daily devotional
and conversation of how verses can be used to enhance your relationship with God.

Board Games, Card Games, and More!
Instructor: Rachel VanSchepen (GRCHS ESS Office Assistant)
When you hear “board games,” what do you picture? Perhaps a bored mom playing Candyland, or an upset
sibling forced to mortgage all his properties in Monopoly. Playing games is an enjoyable way to socially
interact in a no-pressure setting. There are so many games to play, and this class will introduce you to a
variety of them! If you’ve ever wanted to stop a disease from spreading, out-mogul others by building the
biggest train company, or just outwit your friends in cards, this is the class for you. Join us as we explore what
face-to-face games have to offer!
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AFTERNOON
COURSES
Books, Bookstores, and Creative Writing
Instructor: Lorilee Craker (Published Author)
Do you love to get lost in a book? Does a bookstore seem like the perfect place to hang out? Do you wish you could write from
your gut and heart and imagination about anything you want, rather than a prescribed topic for a class? If your answer is yes,
“Books, Bookstores, and Creative Writing” is your perfect fit. Join Lorilee Craker, GRCHS mom, author of 15 books, and book
nerd for two weeks of reveling in good reads, cozy bookstores, and writing about whatever your heart desires. We’ll discuss
our best-loved books, how to use social media to find our next best read, plot our own novels, and take field trips to four local
indie bookstores!

Butter, Sugar, Flour
Instructor: Kelli Basher (Certified Wilton Method Instructor)
Join me and enter the wonderful world of cake decorating! Whether you want to make fun treats for your family and friends or
pursue a career in the pastry arts, this course will teach you the fundamentals to start you on your journey. In two weeks, you
will learn basic baking techniques while making cookies and cupcakes, frost and decorate your own cake, make and decorate
delicious cake pops, learn a variety of cake decorating techniques, play with modeling dough to create a fun character, and on
the last day, create your own final project using your newly acquired skills.

Christian Fit Body Boot Camp
Instructors: Jawaun Kenney (GRCHS Academic Interventionist and Varsity Football Coach)
This Winterim course will allow students to develop a workout plan and build healthy eating habits. The course is designed to
encourage total body health and strength. There will be an emphasis on positive lifestyle changes and avoiding the improper
use of crash diets. We will explore many different ways to stay in shape while working all muscle groups. Our class will also
navigate the best options for maintaining a healthy food intake plan. The purpose of “Fit Body, Fit Mind” is not just to create a
healthy body but a healthy mindset toward fitness—with God at the forefront.

Dogs!
Instructor: Becky Kissinger (GRCHS Educational Support Services Teacher)
Do you have a dog? Would you like to someday? Is there a picture of your dog on your phone? Let’s celebrate God’s amazing
creation by learning more about “man’s best friend.” We will spend two weeks learning all about dogs, including breeds,
genetics, health, training, grooming, and service dogs, just to name a few. We will read the training book, The Loved Dog, and
interview its best-selling author, Tamar Geller. We will meet dog experts, go on field trips, work with dogs, meet a GRPD K-9
unit, do a doggie service project, and even have a dog show with our very own dogs! If you love animals and enjoy hands-on
activities, this is the class for you.
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AFTERNOON
COURSES
Esports: Team Building, Competition & Career!
Instructor: Sandon Newton and Mikey Larson (Protégé Game Studios)
Esports have exploded in popularity with High Schools and Universities looking to harness the good elements of video game
play with mental and physical wellness. Esport requires an athletic mindset that focuses on optimizing your mind and body to
perform at a high level during long video game competitions. The Protege Esport experience will teach good health strategies
in addition to social communication, teamwork, problem solving and good sportsmanship through competitive video gaming. A
field trip to Ferris State University’s Esport Arena (Big Rapids, MI) or to Protege’s PLAY Studio (Zeeland, MI) is planned.
Prerequisite: Protege Game Studios uses the Nintendo Switch Gaming Console with tournament-friendly video games “Rocket
League”, “Super Smash Brothers Ultimate”, “Mario Kart 8”, and “Splatoon 2/3”. “Fortnight” may be used, but with parental
consent.

Exploring Grand Rapids
Instructors: Mark VanderWerf (GRCHS Bible and Theology Teacher)
This class is a “User’s Guide to Grand Rapids.” Students will increase their understanding of the community of Grand Rapids as
they look at our city from historical, social, religious, political, and economic perspectives. Students should expect to be out of
the building, visiting various places and people, every day of the two weeks. Experiencing the various foods of our city is a vital
part of the experience as well. In addition to visiting such places as the Grand Rapids Public Museum and its archives, ministry
centers, museums, theaters, and restaurants, students will become acquainted with the downtown area and get comfortable
with our public transportation system.
Prerequisite: Students should be prepared to walk up to a mile.

Exploring the Criminal Justice System
Instructor: Stacy McGinnis (Adjunct GRCC and GVSU Professor and Retired Juvenile Probation Officer)
Do you have an interest in becoming a police officer, lawyer, or probation officer? Have you ever been pulled over by the
police and were uncertain about your rights? Or, are you unfamiliar with courtroom proceedings? If you answered yes to any
of these questions, then this course is for you! We will examine the legal process from arrest to the courtroom, and we will
actually observe a live hearing. This course will feature guest speakers, including a few professionals in the criminal justice
field. Students will also experience a virtual tour of the Kent County Juvenile Detention Center as well as a field trip to the Kent
County Courthouse.
Prerequisite: Students must have permission to view R-rated movies. Titles available upon request.
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AFTERNOON
COURSES
Family Tree Detectives
Instructor: Shannon Jammal-Hollemans (Pastor at En Vivo Church)
This course invites students to dig in and uncover their family’s roots. Students will learn how to research their family tree, learn
about the family trees of some well-known people, and visit local sites to do research. Students will also reflect on how racism
impacts our family histories, and we will delve into Jesus’ family tree. Students will end the course with the beginnings of their
own family tree and be able to share stories from their family’s history.

Grand Rapids City Police Department: Youth Academy
Instructor: Officer Andrew Snyder (Community Engagement Unit of the GRPD)
This program is intended for students who may be interested in learning about or pursuing a future career in law enforcement.
This program is designed to give students a taste of what being a police officer is all about. Students will head off-campus
daily to receive hands-on instruction from officers representing many of the different units within the Grand Rapids Police
Department. This training will take place at the Grand Rapids Police Department. This is a great opportunity for any student who
wants to learn more about the roles and responsibilities of police officers.

Grappling with Great Ideas
Instructors: David Campbell (GRCHS English Teacher)
Enjoy premium seating and behind-the-scenes access to the highly-acclaimed Calvin University January Series. This exceptional
learning opportunity brings a diverse collection of speakers and musicians to campus each January, providing a condensed
liberal arts education touching on everything from international politics to personal morality to jazz. We will preview and research
seven or eight of the presenters and topics; then we’ll take in the lectures and concerts. Finally, we’ll reflect on and share our
impressions and experiences.

The Great Outdoors
Instructors: Ross Graveling (Executive Director of Sportspersons Ministries International)
This class is designed to expose students to the outdoors. We will explore and learn about various activities to enjoy in the
outdoors, including hunting, fishing, backpacking, hiking, outdoor survival, and gun safety. Creation is one of the ways we are
able to experience and teach others about God; we will look at how to do this together. God has placed us on this earth to be
stewards of His creation, so what does this mean for us and how do we care for the world He has given us as we enjoy these
endeavors?
Course Note: Students will be exposed to guns (firing pins removed for safety). Students will also have the opportunity to do an
additional, optional, online component and earn their Hunter Safety Certificate.
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AFTERNOON
COURSES
Harry Potter
Instructor: Andrea Lautenbach (Costume Designer and Theatre Director)
Join other Hogwarts students as you get sorted into houses, play quidditch, take Hogwarts classes, and dive into the Harry
Potter series through both the books and the movies. We will be competing for the House Cup by participating in many different
activities, games, and trivia challenges. Students will study literary themes in the series, Harry Potter and Christianity, and
compare the books to the movies. At the end of the course, we will enjoy foods, games, and costumes of the wizarding world
with our “end of the year” feast celebration.
Prerequisite: Students must have read the Harry Potter series.

Homemade Cameras + Windchimes + Medieval Weapons = Physics Fun!
Instructor: Matthew Falk (GRCHS Science Teacher)
Get ready to blast through three projects during our time together. We will likely first build pinhole cameras using oatmeal
containers, pop cans, and electrical tape. Then we will take pictures with our new creations and develop them in a darkroom.
Second, we will each build a wind chime worth proudly displaying outside our homes. With the remaining time, we will build
catapults and have an epic, medieval battle, launching snow-boulders or water balloons at each other’s locations. Come have
fun with physics!

How to Debate and Win
Instructor: Aaron Hamming (Attorney and GRCHS Debate Team Coach)
Winning debates requires researching positions, organizing arguments, persuasive delivery, and thinking on one’s feet. Students
will build these abilities in a competitive and structured (and fun!) format using the national debate topics and resources. We will
also explore arguments in society by reviewing famous (and infamous) examples from history and movies/television. Debate
skills benefit many areas of life, from school presentations, college discussions, job interviews, and more. A Forbes article even
advised business leaders to look for people “who have participated in speech and debate training. Hire them and put them on
your leadership fast track.”

Improv for Non-Improvisors
Instructor: Melissa Allen (GRCHS World Language Teacher and River City Improv Team Member)
Do you have the desire to develop your creativity, mental flexibility and thinking skills? Improv is a fun way to do just that.
Improvisation develops one’s imagination, ability to generate new ideas, spontaneity and ability to present without preconceived
ideas. We will focus on teamwork, listening, confidence, and learning improv games. As a side-bonus, we’ll also be mindful/
present in the moment which helps diminish anxious feelings. This growth-mindset class is for students untrained in improvisation.
Stretch yourself!
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AFTERNOON
COURSES
Introduction to Outdoor Adventures
Instructor: Kevin VanHarn (GRCHS Math Teacher and Adventure Club Coordinator)
Come ready to be inspired, get out of your comfort zone, and spend some time outside! In this course, we will watch outdoor
films, try rock climbing, skiing/snowboarding, hiking, yoga, talk about what it means to be adventurous, and be active every day!
No previous experience is required to participate in this course. Any student with previous experience will be encouraged to
help others in the group as they expand their idea of adventure!

Introduction to Rock Climbing
Instructor: Frank Abissi (NYSDEC Level II Rock Climbing Guide)
Even though rock climbing has been around a long time (the first recorded mountain climb is in the Bible), rock climbing is one of
the fastest-growing sports today. This course will show you the basics of climbing, starting with safety and climbing movements.
Everyone will learn how to inspect and use equipment. We will look at leadership roles in climbing and climbing instruction. We
will also explore teaching climbing to people with disabilities.
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $50 for this course. Financial aid may be available. See Mr. Karsten for details.

Lights, Camera, Action!
Instructor: Chad Kremer (Professional Film Editor)
You ever wonder what it takes to make a film? Well wonder no more! Lights, Camera, Action! is a course with the sole intention
to create one short film with your fellow classmates to compete in the KDL Teen Film Festival in February 2023. From the
script to the screen, learn each role and how faith can play a tangible part in each facet of filmmaking. Experience the value of
teamwork in this creative and technically intensive class with one goal in mind… finishing and premiering our short film to the
world!

Middle School Math Competitions
Instructor: Jenny Griffin (GRCHS Math Teacher)
This course will let students in on the creation and planning side of math competitions. Students will brainstorm elements of
mathematics competitions, how to help middle school students develop a love of mathematics, and strategies to effectively run
a competition. By the end of this course, students will create their own middle school math competition, which they will then run
for students in 8th grade. This course focuses on the planning and leadership skills necessary for running an effective program.
Students are not required to have knowledge of high-level mathematics, only the desire to serve middle school students and
promote mathematics.
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AFTERNOON
COURSES
Miniature Figurines: Painting, Printing, Playing
Instructor: Nate Vanderzee (GRCHS Social Studies teacher and Technology Coach)
This class takes students on a journey into the world of miniature figurines (often called minis). Most of our time will be spent
developing our skill in PAINTING the miniatures often used in tabletop gaming. With a small army of tiny warriors, wizards,
and monsters, we’ll learn the basic skills of basecoating, applying highlights and shade, blending, as well as more advanced
techniques. Additionally we’ll learn about the miniature industry, get some hands-on time 3D printing minis in resin, and we’ll
even take a day to play some tabletop games with our miniatures!

Much About the Dutch: The Netherlands, Its Language, History, and Culture
Instructor: Robyn Potts (GRCHS World Language Teacher)
Would you like to learn about the Dutch heritage? In this class, you will experience a bit of what it means to be Dutch: try out
a few words and phrases, learn some history and traditions, and taste some food. We will visit a local Delft and wooden shoe
factory, a Dutch history museum, watch a Dutch movie, and maybe even meet Sinterklaas. Wat leuk!
Prerequisite: Students must have permission to view the R-rated movie, Oorlogswinter (Winter in Wartime)

Segment 1 Driver Education (9th graders only)
Instructors: GRCHS Staff and Staff from Official Driving School
Grand Rapids Christian High School is excited to partner with Official Driving School to offer Segment 1 Driver Education.
Students enrolled in Winterim Driver Education will complete their Segment 1-course requirements, which include basic
maneuvers, compliance, and safe driving strategies. They will also receive additional instruction in driving-related topics such
as purchasing auto insurance, purchasing a car, caring for a car, and exploring how students can use driving to serve others in
the community. In order to meet state regulations, in addition to the Winterim class times, there will be three additional required
two-hour sessions of class time which are necessary to complete the course (January 14, 21, 28) from 9:00 am to 11:00 am at
GRCHS. These dates may be rescheduled through the Official Driving school as well. Throughout the program, in addition to
their class time, students must complete six hours of driving time and four hours of observation time. Students will schedule their
drives and observations with their instructors. Driving and observation time is typically done either before or after class and will
leave from and return to GRCHS. Official Driving School will do the best they can to schedule drives and observations at a time
that is convenient for you, but please try to make yourself as available as possible throughout the course.
Prerequisite: Students must be 14 years and 8 months old by 1/03/2023 to enroll in this course.
Course Fee: There is an additional fee of $360 for this course that is collected by Official Driving School prior to Winterim. (This
is a discount from the usual Official Driving School course fee.) Payment will be collected prior to Winterim.
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AFTERNOON
COURSES
Spanish in the Community
Instructor: Shelly Hendricks (GRCHS World Language Teacher)
This course will provide students an opportunity to engage with Spanish-speakers in our community and dive a little deeper
into cultural conversations that relate to their everyday lives. Students will begin each day at school in a classroom, preparing
to go into the community and use the Spanish they are learning. We will review useful conversational vocabulary to work in a
variety of different locations. After each classroom session, we will have a field trip to experience Spanish in the community.
These trips include a visit to a restaurant, a bakery, an artesanía, and more. The course is designed to equip students with
cultural information as well as Spanish skills that will allow them to communicate in Spanish in a variety of settings around our
community while recognizing the humanity and dignity of those who speak the language. It will also demonstrate the Godcreated diversity with which we are surrounded and will allow us to see Spanish as a tool to reach out to others and to learn
from them.
Prerequisite: Students must be currently enrolled in Spanish (but any level of proficiency is welcomed!)

Traditional Tae-Kwon Do
Instructor: Mark Good (8th Dan Black Belt)
In this course, the focus will be on teaching stretching, balance, coordination, confidence, focus, respect for others and self,
basic kicking, accuracy, basic punching and blocking, the first form (poomse) of Tae Kwon Do Chung Do Kwan, and simple selfdefense.
Prerequisite: This course is for students new to Tae-Kwon Do. It is not available for students that have previously taken this.

Walk as Jesus Walked: A Study in Discipleship
Instructor: David Mosterd (GRCHS Bible and Theology Teacher)
Together we will explore God’s call to his redeemed partners; to become disciples of Jesus, rooted in Scripture, walking as he
did, and bring shalom to the chaos of our broken world. We will do this by meeting Jesus in his first century context and his (and
his Jewish culture’s) intricate use of scripture and the world around him. We will see how the Bible as a whole is woven together,
oftentimes through the use of metaphor and allusion. Many of those metaphors are around us still today, and we will get off
campus to see how we might still engage the Bible and world in this way.

Winterim Intramurals Adventure: Tournament Style
Instructor: Harold Gee (GRCHS Physical Education Teacher)
Students will participate in a variety of intramural tournaments, such as badminton, volleyball, and table tennis. They will also
participate in several off-campus activities including possible sledding at Pando, activities at Craig’s Cruisers, and ice skating at
Rosa Parks Circle.
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You Will Leave This Class with More Friends
Instructor: Noelle Richter (Former GRCHS English Teacher)
We all crave deep, meaningful relationships. But in reality, making friends is hard! This class has the goal of
creating good, high-quality relationships and teaching you how to connect with others. To do this, be prepared
to spend LOADS of quality time with other students in small groups and one-on-one settings. Throughout
the week you will spend time with classmates at a local coffee shop, do a service project together, compete
against others in group board games, delve into the Five Love Languages/personality types, and take a
purposeful trip to Target. We will practice skills that are helpful when stepping into new social situations,
workplaces, and life stages. Strong communication, empathy, adaptability and genuine interest in others are
all key qualities that employers and friends alike look for when choosing who is on their team. Just a warning,
this class is HIGHLY relational!

OVERVIEW
Finding time to research and visit colleges alongside school work and extracurricular activities is a challenge
for many students. The aim of the college visit experience is to give students an opportunity to accomplish
some of the necessary work needed as they make big decisions about life after high school, and to give time
to do visits that are hard to fit in a busy schedule.

ENROLLMENT
Registration for the college visit experience is done through the Winterim Coordinator (bkarsten@grcs.org)
or the counseling office ( janderson@grcs.org). Students that choose this option are first enrolled in a Google
Classroom that is set up to help navigate the required elements. Additionally, students must do some prework, setting up visits, and preparing a plan for the two weeks of Winterim. The College Visit Experience will
be available to 11th and 12th-grade students (and 10th-grade students with approval from their counselor).

EXPECTATIONS
Students opting for the college visit experience are required to research and plan eight college visits (either inperson or virtual) prior to Winterim and then, during Winterim, attend those visits (and provide documentation).
At the visits, students will complete a college visit note sheet and, if in-person, take some photos of their
experience. Additionally, students will be required to research potential scholarship opportunities, write a
brief reflection of their experience and future plans, and log their hours. For more information, contact the
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Winterim Coordinator.
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OVERVIEW
Winterim Internships add to the high school experience by providing 11th and 12th-grade students (and 10thgrade students upon request) with the opportunity to make connections between what they have learned in their
classes and their work in the professional world. These real, working-life experiences can assist students in making
college and career choices and provide the potential to gain an additional adult mentor in their field of interest.
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For example, students may realize that God is calling them to a career in the same field where they interned. They
could also realize that their gifts do not align with this career. Either way, an internship is a valuable tool in providing
a better understanding of living out one’s faith in the workplace.

ENROLLMENT
Students may apply to do a Winterim Internship. It is the student’s responsibility to line up the internship, and
students are encouraged to begin this as early as the previous spring.

Internship Applications are due November 1, 2022.
HOSTS
Internship hosts are community partners who support the mission of Grand Rapids Christian Schools and help
to guide students and foster their talents as they become productive members of the community. While there
is a small number of hosts who contact us with their willingness to take an intern, it is primarily the student’s
responsibility to find and set up an internship with a host. We encourage students to find their own internships
through family, friends, or community relationships.

EXPECTATIONS
To participate in Winterim as an intern is a privilege that involves significant responsibility on the part of the student
and family. The internship is a formally structured learning experience that starts long before the first day on the
job. Student interns and their parents are expected to review and understand the application guidelines and
responsibilities. All interns must participate in internship training during the fall of 2022.
A Winterim Intern must accumulate a minimum of 50 hours from January 3-13, cannot be paid and must arrange
his/her own transportation.
An application will be required for final internship approval by the coordinator. Additionally, the internship will
be evaluated through the student’s daily record of hours and list of activities, host evaluation, a site visit, and a
completed online portfolio. Applications are available online or from the Winterim Internship Coordinator (rpolet@
grcs.org).
Applications are available online at www.grcs.org/winterim.
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OVERVIEW
Travel offers students distinctive experiences. While being immersed in a cultural experience, students learn
firsthand by exploring and serving a community unlike their own. With a variety of locations, budgets, and formats, all
students interested in travel have the opportunity to choose trips suitable to them.

ENROLLMENT
10th, 11th, and 12th-grade students may apply to travel during Winterim. Most student travelers applied and enrolled for
trips last spring, but certain trips may still have space available. See the trip leader for more information.

LEADERS
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Trip leaders must be Grand Rapids Christian Schools employees. They will work with a variety of approved agencies
to provide a life-changing trip for students. Parents may not create their own trips for their children.

EQUITY AND FINANCIAL COMMITMENT
Grand Rapids Christian High School is committed to providing travel opportunities for all students wishing to travel
during Winterim. There are a variety of trip options that vary greatly in price. Choosing to travel is a financial commitment,
but Grand Rapids Christian Schools will provide some financial support to families that show need by completing an
application. GRCHS will also provide a few fundraising opportunities. Some mission trips will raise tax-deductible gifts
to greatly decrease or possibly eliminate the cost to students. A student’s tuition must be in good standing to apply
for travel.

APPLICATION PROCESS
Once the Winterim trips are announced, the trip leaders will provide all application materials required. Each sponsoring
teacher can use her or his own guidelines in qualifying travelers. A student’s age, academic performance, application,
and recommendation forms will all be considered.

26

2023 TRIPS TRIPS
BRAZIL: RIO AND THE AMAZON

SARASOTA: ALPHA WIN TRIATHLON

Leaders: Julie Watson and Nate Zietse

Leaders: Nick DeKoster and Tim Stapert

CALIFORNIA: GONE BOARDING
Leaders: Jonathan Quist and Sara VanderVeen

VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL TRIP
Leader: Crystal Strickland

COSTA RICA: A TOUCH OF THE TROPICS
Leaders: Kara Kits and Paul Diekema

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: SERVE, REST, GROW
Leader: Frank Padilla

EASTERN EUROPE: COLD WAR ADVENURE
Leaders: Joe Brower and Seth Davies

ESPAÑA: HOGAR DULCE HOGAR
(SPAIN: HOME SWEET HOME)
Leader: Liz Vrooman

EUROPE’S GREAT CITIES: ARTS, CULTURE &
HISTORY IN ENGLAND, FRANCE, & LONDON
Leaders: Lisa Rozema and Priscilla Meeuwenberg

FLORIDA KEYS: SPLASH INTO SCIENCE
Leader: Jillian Konyndyk

PATAGONIA: CHILEAN ADVENTURE
Leaders: Kathryn Camargo and Larry Borst
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
DATES FOR WINTERIM REGISTRATION:
12th Grade Registration: Monday, October 31
11th Grade Registration: Tuesday, November 1
10th Grade Registration: Wednesday, November 2
9th Grade Registration: Friday, November 4

All Winterim registration will take
place during the lunch hour.
We will be using a Winterim registration system called SCHED. Prior to registration, students will be emailed
directions and a video tutorial on how to register. When your registration window opens, you will be emailed
a link to SCHED, and you are free to register. Registration help will be available during the lunch hour in Town
Square on each day of Winterim registration.
If the course(s) that you want to enroll in are full by the time you register, you may place your name on
waiting lists for other courses. A link to the waiting lists will be sent to you in your registration email. Be sure
to register for courses; do not assume an opening will happen. However, if openings occur, students will be
placed into these courses based on the timestamp of the waiting list, so be sure to add your name to the
waiting list immediately after you submit your registration.

EAGLES EVERYWHERE
CONTEST
We are looking for your ONE, BEST photo of the Eagle sharing your
Winterim experience for our 2023 Winterim Photography Contest.
Here are the important details for the contest.
• Photos that feature the Eagle and tell a Winterim story will be
the most successful.
• Each student may only submit ONE photo, so choose wisely!
• You will be emailed a link for photo contest submission during
Winterim.
• The deadline for submitting photos is Friday, Jan. 20 at 3 pm
A grand prize will be awarded in three categories (trips, courses/
dual enrollment, and college visits/internships). Smaller prizes may
be awarded in each category as well.

Winners will be announced at the Winterim Celebration
Chapel.
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Wednesday, October 26
Lunch Hour
Learn more about the courses.
Meet and chat with instructors.
Share in the excitement
before you make your
Winterim 2023 schedule.

@GRCSWinterim

@GRCHWinterim

NOTES

