
STM Class of 2022

Senior College Parent Night 



Welcome!

● Timeline 
● Types of Applications
● Financial Aid and 

Scholarships
● To-Do List
● Resources



Seniors, 
Your life isn’t in that envelope or 
email; it’s just an admission 
decision. You already have a life 
and a fine one at that. 
-Patrick O’Connor



Timeline 



Senior Year Timeline 

August- Applications Opened

September- Get Organized for Scholarships 
and Finish Applications 

October- FAFSA Opens

November- Early Deadlines Begin

January- Final Deadline for Scholarships 
through Institutions 

March- Decisions and Financial Aid 
Packages 

May- National Decision Day

Save the Date
Lafayette Parish Catholic 

Schools College Fair
Thurs., Oct. 7th | 6:00-8:00 PM

Students create a barcode to join 
college’s mailing list. 

http://www.gotocollegefairs.com/


The Application(s)



Types of Applications

● Common App (LSU, Ole Miss)
● Coalition App
● ApplyTexas (Texas A&M, UT)
● Directly to the Institution (UL, LA 

Tech)

*Students should be filling out all 
college applications and 
communicating with Universities!



Where to Apply?

● Academic Fit
○ GPA
○ ACT
○ Programs

● Social Fit
○ Campus Culture
○ Locations

● Financial Fit
○ Scholarships
○ Cost of Living

● Location Fit
○ Distance from home



Key Words

● Early Action: non-binding 
● Restricted Early Action: non-binding but restricted from applying early 

action or early decision to other colleges 
● Early Decision: binding (committed to going if accepted – never apply to 

more than one campus under ED) 

Application timeline is early for both options (usually mid-Oct. to early Nov.). 
Decisions by colleges are typically rendered by December.



Key Words

● FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
○ Recommended that ALL Seniors apply 
○ Opens: October 1, 2021 Preferred deadline: March 2, 2022 
○ Since some colleges distribute funds based on when FAFSA was received, it is best to apply 

early! 
● Naviance 

○ System used to track applications, request Letters of Rec, apply for scholarships and track 
scholarships 

● Letters of Recommendation
○ Should be from a core subject teacher (English, Math, Social Studies or Science)



Scholarships and 
Financial Aid



Scholarship vs Financial Aid 

Scholarships

● Institutional
○ Merit Based
○ Stipends

● Community Groups 
● Activity Based
● Mass Search Engines

Scholarships aren’t just awarded their 
freshman year!

Financial Aid

● Grants
○ Money that is not repaid

● Federal Loans
○ Must be paid back 

● Work-study
○ Allows for work experience and a stipend



Scholarships Searches



Scholarships Searches



FAFSA

● Opens Oct. 1
○ FAFSA.GOV

● Use prior, prior 
● You will need:

○ FSA ID
○ Federal Income 

Statement
○ Bank & Brokerage 

Statements
○ SSN
○ W-2s

● LELA’s FAFSA Helpline
○ 844-463-2372
○ carmichael@lela.org





TOPS

● Application
● TOPS does not Superscore
● Act 346 of the 2020 Regular 

Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature increased TOPS Core 
Curriculum GPAs required to 
qualify for a TOPS Performance or 
Honors Award starting with the 
graduating class of 2022.

○ TOPS Performance: from a 3.00 to 
3.25 TOPS Core GPA

○ TOPS Honors: from a 3.00 to 3.50 
TOPS Core GPA

● Register for Student Hub



To-Do List and Resources



Test Scores and Test Optional



Testing

● Students are responsible for submitting their ACT/SAT scores to schools. 
This is done through their MyACT account. 

● Students should take the ACT as many times as they feel comfortable.
● Some schools are test-optional. Meaning they do not require test scores for 

admissions to their schools. Check school websites for requirements. 
● SuperScores- ACT will use a student’s highest subscores to make a 

composite score. Not all schools will use them; check the school’s website 
for details. TOPS DOES NOT SUPERSCORE. 



Parent To-Do List 

● Continue supporting your child but don’t do 
it for them 

● Create a LOSFA Student Hub to track TOPS
● Fill out the FAFSA with your student           

(so they can learn)
● Help them keep track of deadlines, 

admission events, and paperwork
● Bring them to an On-Campus Event                                                                          

(even if its not their top school)
● Remind them to load admission decisions 

and scholarships in Naviance! 



College Visits and Fairs

● Recommended Dates: October 13, 
14 (Open House), 15

● Check out on Campus Events 
through University’s website

● Virtual National College Fairs 
listed in Moodle

● Be sure students pick up College 
Visit Form in Counseling



Resources

● College Counseling Handbook/Moodle 
● Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA)
● Louisiana Education Loan Authority (Lela)
● Louisiana Center for College Access (LCCA)
● The College Essay Guy
● Yale Admission Podcast

https://mylosfa.la.gov/
https://lela.org/
https://admission.tulane.edu/louisiana-promise/louisiana-center-college-access
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://admissions.yale.edu/podcast


Thank you!


