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In my bedroom, there is a print of the Call of Saint Matthew by Caravaggio. It is
one of my favorite pieces of art. It was given to me by an Oblate friend of mine,
Michael Connolly. The print depicts Jesus pointing to Matthew at his tax
collector table counting the coins. There is only one source of light directly
behind Jesus.
 
What I love most about the print is that one source of light leaves many
shadows and dark areas. I think that is a wonderful formula for the spiritual life.
We have moments and glimpses of light and sometimes bright light; however,
there are so many moments when we find ourselves in times of indecision,
confusion, or wonder at what is the right move to make at this point in time.
 
Jesus promises to be with us until the end of time. I hope that gives us
confidence that his presence and the gift of the Holy Spirit’s guidance and
inspiration will help us to make those moves along with the support of those
who love us and whom we love. In art, that form is called light/darkness. Let us
try not to fear darkness but always choose to live as children of the light.

Live Jesus!
Fr. Matt
frhillyard@olgcva.org
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