RPCS COVID-19 Decision Making Chart
Protecting the Health of our Community

For the purposes of this decision aid, COVID-19 symptoms are any ONE of the following: fever of 100°F or higher, sore throat, cough, difficulty breathing,
diarrhea or vomiting, new onset of severe headache (especially with fever), or new loss of taste or smell. For persons with chronic conditions such as asthma,
the symptoms should represent a change from baseline.
An asymptomatic person
(child, care provider,
educator, other staff) tests
positive for COVID-19.

The asymptomatic person
should stay home for 10
days from positive test.

Person (child, care
provider, educator, other
staff) with symptoms of
COVID-19:

Person has positive test for
COVID-19.

• Separate person and
require that they talk to
their health care
provider about testing
for COVID-19 or whether
there is another specific
diagnosis.
• The person should
isolate pending test
results or evaluation by
their health care
provider.

Un-vaccinated person does
not receive a COVID-19 test
or a specific diagnosis
Vaccinated person does not
receive a COVID-19 test or
specific diagnosis

CLOSE CONTACTS

The ill person should stay home at least 10 days
since symptoms first appeared and until no fever
for at least 72 hours without medication and
improvement of other symptoms.

If no known exposure, may return when
symptoms improve and/or fever has resolved for
> 24 hours without use of fever reducing
medicine.

Person has negative test for COVID-19.
Healthcare professional documents that the
person has another specific diagnosis (e.g.
influenza, strep throat, otitis) or health care
provider documents that symptoms are related to
a pre-existing condition

The person should stay
home until symptoms
have improved and/ or
fever has resolved for > 24
hours without use of fever
reducing medicine.

Fully vaccinated OR have
been infected with COVID-19
in the past 90 days AND are
asymptomatic: Do not need
to quarantine. Testing may be
required between days 3-5
based on community spread.
Unvaccinated close contacts
should receive a PCR COVID
Test 5 days or later from last
exposure. Must continue
quarantine for 10 days
regardless of negative test
result.
Close contacts do not need to
quarantine.

In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student (laboratory-confirmed
or a clinically compatible illness) if both the infected student and the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time.
Variables may occur based on age of child and changing recommendations from the health department and CDC. This chart was developed under the guidance
of the MSDE and CDC.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html

