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THE HEAD 
OF SCHOOL

Education should open minds as 
students grow, and that’s the power of 
a Catlin Gabel education. It transforms 
the life of every student who attends.

At Catlin Gabel, we fuel curiosity with courage so that 
our students have the confidence and ability to rise to 
the challenges of life, advocating for themselves and 
others, so they can change the world for good.

Our education is grounded in the principles of 
progessive education, which means that our teachers 
take the time to get to know their students and 
can help them discover their true potential. They 
encourage students to ask questions, to look beyond 
the easy answers, and to learn by doing through trial 
and error, reflection and assessment. 

We also understand that learning is a journey that is 
not taken alone; that understanding occurs best when 
we connect with others. Students engage with each 
other, the broader Portland community, and beyond 
to expand their perspectives so that they can become 
kind and empathetic global citizens who discover that 
anything is possible.
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Every student feels 
known, safe, and valued
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BEGINNING & LOWER 
SCHOOL PARENT VOICE

It’s a joyful experience to watch 
my child learn how to learn. I see it 
when I join the class, when we’re 
at home, and everywhere we go.

Preschool is the beginning of a powerful relationship 
for my child. It’s the time when her feelings about 
education and school are shaped for years to come 
by teachers and classmates. This is why we chose the 
Beehive. It’s a place where my child feels cared for, and 
where I feel supported, in partnership with her teachers.

Catlin Gabel has a personalized and responsive 
approach to education. It’s powerful, and it works. 
Teachers strive to know every child, to meet them 
where they are, and to give them the experiences 
they need to move to the next stage. Teachers listen 
deeply and give children the space to ask questions 
and to construct their own solutions.

My daughter is becoming an active learner, seeking 
and finding answers on her own. Her education feeds 
her curiosity, which is what I most want my child to gain 
from school: the joy of learning for learning’s sake.



The joy of learning
for learning’s sake
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BEGINNING & LOWER 
SCHOOL TEACHER VOICE

Getting to know students’ learning 
styles is essential. I can use 
this insight to understand their 
strengths, their stretch areas, and 
where they’re ready to go next.

In the elementary grades, students are ready and 
willing to own their learning experience. They 
understand the importance of personal goals, 
challenges, and next steps. At Catlin Gabel, they feel 
known and appreciated so they are open to trying 
new things, making mistakes, and trying again.

Being able to understand students as learners is 
crucial, whether they’re visual, auditory or kinesthetic, 
introvert or extrovert. I can then design instruction 
for each student in ways that make sense to them and 
that meet their needs. And the more I know a student, 
the better I’m able to do this.

At this stage, students are interested in justice, 
fairness, and democracy, and they want to act on 
these concerns. We help them take these steps in 
ways that feel comfortable and safe for them. We 
also call on them to broaden their perspectives, see 
themselves as part of the greater world, and engage 
as global citizens. 



Student-centered
approach to learning
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STUDENT VOICE

Catlin Gabel feels like the right 
place for me, and I think it’s the 
right place for any student who 
is passionate about learning. 

All of us run to our classes, and we’re all running and 
smiling. When you go into class, the teachers are 
excited. When you go to sports practice, the coaches 
are enthusiastic. We stay after class because we want 
to keep talking about what we’ve just learned. There’s 
a fun energy around the Middle School. That’s what I 
love about being a student here. 

I want to learn because the teachers are awesome. 
They give us information, but they expect us to reach 
our own conclusions. They push us beyond our comfort 
zones. They encourage us and support us in whatever 
we want to do, and help us stretch ourselves to really 
push through to the deep stuff.

It’s easy to make friends because it’s a close community; 
everyone knows everyone. But we don’t just know 
what’s on the surface. We listen to each other, learn 
from each other, and consider different points of view. 
We appreciate our differences, and the experience 
we’re having together.



Listening and learning 
from each other
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UPPER SCHOOL 
STUDENT VOICE

We’re treated with respect and 
given the freedom to explore 
possibilities. I have a better 
sense of who I am, as a student 
and as a human being.

What kind of person am I in the world? That’s my 
challenge—to answer that question. I can do that here. 

This is a place where I can take my interests and run 
with them. I can study independently, lead a trip, 
start an action group, organize an event, or launch a 
business. I can make an impact now.

I am a tutor, a guide, and a mentor. I connect and 
collaborate with my peers in the classroom, on the 
playing field, and on trips beyond campus. When I 
make mistakes, in school and in life, I have teachers 
and coaches who are there to help lift me up and 
support me as I set a new course.

At Catlin Gabel, I can share what matters to me and 
what I value. I can create my own definition of success 
and scholarship while having fun. When I do this, my 
guides and mentors are with me every step of the way.



Teachers who are 
always there for you
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CATLIN GABEL 
GRADUATE VOICE

Many lessons from Catlin 
Gabel stand out. The teachers 
I had were among the most 
positive influences in my life. 

I still feel my connection to Catlin Gabel nearly 
every day. My experiences were transformative  
and continue to inspire me. They inform my sense  
of purpose and the choices I make.

Catlin Gabel developed my sense of curiosity about 
the world. I have the confidence to speak up and ask 
questions no one else will ask. I’m attracted to new 
ideas and perspectives and interested in creative 
solutions. I’m committed to listening, collaborating, 
and leading with empathy. All of this comes from 
Catlin Gabel.

It isn’t surprising that so many alumni are leaders 
of social causes or innovators in engineering, the 
sciences, or the arts. We see our connection to 
the wider world and understand that we have an 
obligation to engage. We were inspired by great 
teachers, and each of us developed a sense of 
agency. We discovered that our ideas have value 
and that realization alone can change your life.



Seeing our connection
to the wider world
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We are recognized for our talented faculty, the breadth 
of our academic and co-curricular programs,  the beauty 
of our campus, and the success of our graduates.

We’re also known for our sense of community; we 
strive to be inclusive and empathetic, and recognize 
that there’s always more work to be done. We’re 
committed to creating a culture of kindness, where we 
treat one another with the respect we each deserve, 
as well as the environment in which we live.

Our educational philosophy is grounded in progressive 
education, learning happens through experience that 
is grounded in real-world relevance. Students at every 
age connect with others outside the bounds of the 
campus through community engagement to widen 
their perspectives.

We invite you to learn more about Catlin Gabel by 
connecting with our enrollment team, who can 
provide further information about grade-level specific 
programs and introduce you to our state-of-the-art 
facilities, our 67-acre wooded campus, as well as 
teachers, students, and parents.

Catlin Gabel is consistently 
ranked as one of the finest 
schools in the nation. 


