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We offer you a warm welcome to
Victoria Shanghai Academy!

A dynamic community of some 2,000 Year 1 to 12 students, parents, faculty and staff
working together in pursuit of academic and personal excellence. As a founding head of
VSA, | remember well the vision and aspirations of the school when it was founded and |
can see the enormous accomplishments that this school has made over that time in
realising its vision. In recent years, our academic achievements have been world class.
Our bilingual educational model is underpinned by the IB continuum of programmes
ensuring that VSA graduates not only have a strong sense of their Chinese heritage but
that they are equipped to meet future challenges with 21%-century learning skills and
international perspectives.

A student-centred inquiry approach to teaching and learning is emphasised. Our
students are seen as individuals, each with their particular strengths and unigue
abilities. VSA students are encouraged to translate their learning into action by putting
into practice their interpretation of our school guiding statements: Value, Strive and Act.

Dr. Maggie Koong BBs,JP
Head of Academy
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Victoria Shanghai Academy (VSA) is a private independent, non-denominational, co-educational day
school in Hong Kong established under the auspices of the Shanghai Victoria Education Foundation
Limited, a registered charitable body.

In 1965, the Victoria Educational Organisation (VEQO) was founded with the mission of providing a high
standard bilingual education for Hong Kong children. For over fifty years, VEO has besn well known for its
excellence in academics, character building, and individual nurturing of young people. C.S. Victoria English
Primary School was established by the VEO in 1984. It was then renamed as Victoria English Primary
School (Causeway Bay), and relocated to Causeway Bay in 1999. In 2004, a subsidy was granted by the
government for the construction cost of the campus at Shum Wan Road. The school was relocated to Shum
Wan in 2007, and in 2012, the school became a member of the Council of International School (CIS).

At VSA, our mission is to develop passionate, healthy and accomplished bilingual learners who are globally
engaged. The School provides over 2,000 students with quality IB education through the three programmes
it offers - Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years Programme (MYP) and Diploma Programme (DP).
VSA emphasises a holistic education in a bilingual, inquiry-based learning environment. Our graduates not
only embrace a strong sense of Chinese heritage and culture but are also equipped with 21st century
learning skills and international perspectives. We will help our students VALUE themselves and others;
STRIVE to be the best they can be; ACT to make a better world.
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VSA recruits highly qualified teachers who possess strong academic credentials and
have proven experience teachingin international settings. There are over 190 faculty

members, all of whom hold graduate degrees or specialised certificates. Teachers

come from diverse nations that include Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, Mainland
China, New Zealand, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Teachers at VSA are well-supported in professional development and are all
IB-trained. Qur subject coordinators are experienced teachers. Throughout our
staff, there are IB examiners, workshop leaders, school visitors, IB consultants and
CIS accreditation team members who possess deep understanding of expectations
for learners in the IB programmes.
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Curriculum
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All three of the IB programmes that the School is authorised to offer develop young
people holistically, nurture their ability to think and to inquire on their own through
inspiring learning experiences. In Years 11 to 12, VSA students take the IB Diploma
Programme, which is accepted by universities in Hong Kong and around the world for
entrance, credit recognition and scholarships.

Main features of the IB programmes at VSA include:

« The integration of the best of international and local bilingual education to
develop active learners and well-rounded individuals

« The development of fluency in both Chinese and English language

« The embracing of an international perspective and celebration of Chinese culture
and heritage
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ISRRRlElry Years Programme (vears 1to5)
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The Primary Years Programme at VSA, for students in Years 1 to 5 (aged 6-10),
focuses on the development of the whole child as an inquirer, both in the
classroom and in the world outside.

The Written Curriculum

A significant and distinctive feature of the IB Primary Years Programme is the six
transdisciplinary themes. These themes relate to issues that have meaning for,
and are important to, all of us. The programme offers a balance between learning
about or through the subject areas, and learning beyond them. The six themes of
global significance create a transdisciplinary framework that allows students to
"step up" beyond the confines of learning within subject areas:

« Who We Are + Where We Are in Place and Time

« How We Express Qurselves + How the World Works

« How We Organise Ourselves « Sharing the Planet

The Taught Curriculum

The six transdisciplinary themes help teachers to develop a programme of inquiry,
in-depth investigations into important ideas, identified by the teachers, and
requiring a high level of involvement on the part of the students.

The Assessed Curriculum

Assessment is an important part of each unit of inquiry as it both enhances
learning and provides opportunities for students to reflect on what they know,
understand and can do. The teacher's feedback to the students provides the
guidance, tools and the incentive for them to become more competent, more
skillful and better at understanding how to learn.

(www.ibo.org = The Primary Years Programme)

The Exhibition

Under the guidance of teachers, Year 5 students carry out an extended,
collaborative inquiry project, known as the Exhibition. It represents a significant
event in the life of both the school and students, synthesizing essential elements
of the programme and sharing them with the school community. It is an
opportunity for students to exhibit the attributes of the learner profile that they
have been developing throughout their engagement with the programme. It is a
culminating experience marking the transition from the PYP to MYP.
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The Middle Years Programme, for students in Years 6 to 10 (aged 11-15), provides
a framework of academic challenge that encourages students to embrace and
understand the connections between traditional subjects and the real world,
becoming critical and reflective thinkers within an inquiry approach to teaching.

The Written Curriculum

The most significant and distinctive aspect of MYP is the concept-based
framework and inguiry-based learning within and across subjects. The MYP
includes Approaches to Learning to assist in developing lifelong skills for
students. Also, the programme is developed through the six global contexts. They
are:

» ldentities and Relationships » Orientation in Space and Time

+ Personal and Cultural Expression  » Scientific and Technical Innovation

+ Globalisation and Sustainability + Fairness and Development

The Taught Curriculum

The programme consists of eight subject groups. Students are required to study

Language and Literature (Chinese and English), Individual and Societies, Science,

Mathematics, Arts, Physical Education and Design, and optional Language

Acquisition in French or Spanish. In Year 10, students complete the Personal

Project, which allows them to demonstrate the understandings and skills they
have developed throughout the programme.
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The Assessed Curriculum
Assessment is criterion-related, so students around the world
are measured against pre-specified criteria for each subject
group. All MYP subjects are assessed using four criteria.

twww.ibo.org - The Middle Years Programme)
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[sEBllellelma Programme (vears 11 & 12)
AN BRFERIER (+-nt=5F@)

The Diploma Programme is for students in Years
11 to 12 (aged 16-18). It is an academically
challenging and balanced, two-year programme,
culminating in external examinations at the end
of the programme.

The Written Curriculum
DP students study six courses, three at higher
level and three at standard level. Students must

choose one subject from each of groups 1 to b,
thus ensuring breadth of experience in languages,
social studies, the experimental sciences and
mathematics. The sixth subject may be an arts
subject chosen from group 6, or the student may
choose another subject from groups 2, 3 or 4.

In addition, the programme has three core

requirements that are included to broaden the

educational experience and challenge students to
apply their knowledge and understanding.

1. Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) requires that
students actively learn from the experience of
doing realtasks beyond the classroom, such as
volunteer work, learning a new skill or

developing an existing skill.

. The Extended Essay (EE) is a requirement for
students to engage in independent research
through an in-depth study of a question
relating a subject of interest to them; usually
this is related to one of the subjects they are

studying in the Diploma.




3. Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is a course

designed to encourage each student to reflect
on the nature of knowledge by critically
examining different themes (for example,
Knowledge and the Knower, Knowledge and
Technology, and Knowledge and Language),
and different areas of knowledge (natural
sciences, mathematics, human sciences, the
arts, and histary).

The Taught Curriculum

The three core requirements of the Diploma
Programme are reinforced throughout each
subject’'s syllabus and are used to inform the
delivery of the curriculum. Published subject

guides, subject reports, and stated learning

outcomes, all provided by the IB, are used by
teachers to plan units of study that ensure
external

success in both internal and

assessments.

The Assessed Curriculum

Students take written examinations at the end of
the programme, which are marked by external IB
examiners. Students also complete assessment
tasks in school, which are either initially marked
by teachers and then moderated by external
moderators or sent directly to external examiners.
The International Baccalaureate assesses
student work as direct evidence of achievement

against the stated goals of each Diploma course.

{(www.ibo.org - The Diploma Programme}
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Since its first DP graduating cohort in 2009, VSA's profile among universities
worldwide has grown exponentially. This is largely in part of the successful
graduating classes and the way the School is seen as a serious contender for
producing high quality and well-rounded students. In 2021, V5SA achieved a
record high of 3 students named perfect IB scorers of 45 points and has
accumulated 13 perfect scorers in IB Diploma since its establishment.

Our graduates receive offers from prestigious universities all over the world
including Stanford University, University of Oxford and University of Cambridge.
Other top universities include the UK Russell Group University (with 24 member
Universities), University of Toronto, University of British Columbia and McGill
University in Canada, Boston University, Duke University, New York University,
UC Berkeley, UCLA, University of Southern California and Northwestern in the
US, University of Melbourne, University of Sydney and UNSW in Australia, as
well as all Hong Kong universities.

The University Counselling Office (UCQ) guides VSA students on to a variety of
higher education institutes that are befitting of their ability and potential both
academically and socially. Maintaining a strong network with the higher
education community, UCO provides students and parents with advice and
assistance on their selection of IB DP course and university programme at an
early stage. University Fairs, workshops and talks, alumni sharing sessions,
school visits, as well as mock interviews are conducted throughout the year for
students. The UCO team also values the home-school partnership and runs a
number of sessions throughout the year particularly for parents, to help them
in their support for students at home.
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VSA aims to inspire and support every student to be happy., healthy and
accomplished. The VSA scholarship programme aims to promote our vision to
ensure students strive to reach their personal and academic potential whilst
promoting international-mindedness and a love for Chinese culture and heritage
within a strong bilingual foundation.

The various scholarship initiatives aim to recognise VSA students who have excelled
in academics, leadership, sports, service, visual arts and performing arts. VSA
reserves funds annually to be granted to current and prospective students, who:

+ Demonstrate evidence of outstanding academic performance and/or

« Fulfil the specific criteria of a particular award

= Positively participate in co-curricular activities

+ Demonstrate a willingness to serve the School and the outside community

+ Always uphold the vision and philosophy of the School
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OfgcrEnity, Activity, Service (cas)
CITENERAR I (cas)

At VSA, students organise and participate in a wide range of activities, both locally
and globally, through which they develop a greater sense of international
mindedness and social responsibility.

Primary Years Programme — Action

An important aspect of the PYP is student-initiated action. Students are encouraged
to reflect, make informed choices and take action that will help their peers and the
wider community. As well as modifying individual attitudes and behaviour,
students support local and overseas charities by fundraising and participating in
community service.

Middle Years Programme — Service As Action

The MYP curriculum is designed “to help students find a sense of belonging in the
ever-changing and increasingly interrelated world around them and to foster a
positive attitude to learning”, with "service as action" as a main focus.

At VSA “service as action” is used interchangeably with “community engagement”.
Through community engagement, students become "globally conscious
individuals" characterized with |B learner profile and equipped with good ATL
skills, while committing themselves to long-term and sustainable service work as
well as being involved in something creative and active.

Diploma Programme — Creativity, Activity & Service

CAS is part of the IB Core programme for DP, along with Extended Essay and
Theory of Knowledge. All DP students are expected to complete their CAS
reguirements in order to graduate. Students plan and lead a wide range of creative
pursuits, physical activities and community service projects that are meant to
align with their interests and passions, enhance their learning and help them
engage with the local and global community. Through the CAS programme,
students develop qualities and skills such as greater self-awareness,
collaboration, empathy, reflectiveness and perseverance.
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Qur co-curricular activities are based on the CAS
core principles of the IB programme. At VSA, there
are ample co-curricular opportunities for
students across a spectrum of artistic, scientific,
sports and cultural disciplines throughout the

academic year,

The School provides a platform for students to
develop and showcase their artistic talents
through annual exhibitions and performances,
such as Christmas and Chinese New Year shows,
whole school musicals, Visual Arts Week and
exhibitions. Co-curricular activities such as
Campus TV and film clubs, Chinese cultural and

music programmes, robotics and coding clubs,

music ensembles and stage management clubs

are also available for students to harness their
creativity.

Students have tremendous opportunities to
participate in a wide range of sports, such as
football and rugby, volleyball and netball, tennis
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and badminton, ball hockey, and fencing. The
School participates in competitions organised by
HKSSF (Hong Kong Schools Sports Federation) and
ISSFHK (International Schools Sports Federation
of Hong Kong), as well as other major competitions

in and outside Hong Kong.

Students also have the opportunity to participate
in a wide range of service which broaden their
experience and help them to develop as
internationally-minded individuals while serving
the school and the wider community. These
opportunities include AnimalsAsia Club, Global
Issues Club, Masarang Club, UNICEF Club, Terry
Fox Run Organising Committee, The Victorian
(student-run newspaper), and collaborations with
different local charities.

To foster a sense of belonging beyond the
classrooms and promote peer group relations,
students are allocated to each of the four Houses
“Amazon”

, “Danube”, “Nile” and “Yangtze".
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Digital Literacy

Technology provides us with valuable cpportunities
to enhance student learning and teaching
effectiveness. Digital literacy encompasses the use
of a wide range of digital tools, media and learning
environment to provide opportunities for the
transformation of teaching and learning, enabling
students to

collaborate, organize and be responsible digital

investigate, create, communicate,

citizens while navigating their own learning.
Through the effective use of technology, learners
develop and apply strategies for critical and
creative thinking, engage in inquiry, make
connections, and apply new understandings and
skills in different contexts. VSA students take part
in a Digital Citizenship programme to equip them
with the necessary skills and attitudes to help them

become responsible and productive global citizens.

Features of our digital literacy programme include:
» Just
internet access and a high ratioc of iPads,
desktops and laptops in every classroom
1to 1 MacBook Programme in MYP & DP
Digital literacy coaches who work with students

in time connection through wireless

and staff in classrooms and the ICT Hub
Technology to capture, explore, reflect and
assess learning at VSA

Digital portfolios that evidence learning and
understanding

& Innovation

Design Thinking

Design Thinking equips individuals to solve complex
problems and build innovative solutions through
developing revolutionary ways of thinking. VSA is at
the forefront of incorporating Design Thinking into
the curriculum from Year 1 upwards training
students as young as age 6 to think as designers
and problem solvers and equip them to become
future leaders.

Using the Design Thinking process, we emphasise
defined their needs and problems |,
ideated (challenged assumptions and created ideas
forinnovative solutions, prototyped and tested their

with users ,

solutions).

Information Literacy
At VSA the school libraries are central to learning
and play a key role as places for encouraging
passion, innovation, curiosity, and problem solving.
Our skilled library staff work in partnership with
teachers and students to develop key research
skills that they will use in their units of inquiry and
major pieces of work including the PYP Exhibition,
MYP personal project and the DP extended essay. At
VSA we are committed to bilingualism and we have
a large collection of more than 100,000 items
including English and Chinese

fiction and

non-fiction books, journal subscriptions,
databases, periodicals, magazines and multimedia
The

e-resources are available to students anytime via

tools. library’'s online catalogue and

our school portal system. Our school libraries are an
important part of school life and reflect and
welcome the whole VSA community.
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ClllerNaice, Care and Support
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VSA values all students and supports them in their journey
through primary and adolescent years; helping them
become globally-minded people who are ready for college
and the world of work. Every individual has their own path
and, as such, different levels of support may be helpful as
our students progress through their years at VSA. We also
support our families through parent seminars, webinars,
and working closely together with them in support of our
students. VSA's Student Support Services are there to
provide social-emotional support, learning support and
learning enhancement, as well as extensive careers and
university counselling throughout secondary school, so that
each student at VSA has every opportunity to thrive and be
the best they can be.
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There are numerous opportunities for parental involvement in School through:
« Coffee Mornings « Curriculum Information Days

» Learning Journeys « Parents' Orientation Meetings
» Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences « Parent Workshops

« Learning Progress Reports « Virtual Learning Environment

The Parent-Teacher-Associations (PTA) of the Primary and Secondary Sections
were established to strengthen the liaison between parents and teachers. The
PTAs play an important role in supporting parents who are new to the School and
to the learning programme by organising various activities for parents and

students
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VSA has a state-of-the-art campus on a site of 400,000 square feet in area,
conveniently located at Shum Wan overlooking Aberdeen Harbour. Facilities on the
campus include purpose-built, well-furnished classrooms, science laboratories,
humanities room, and language rooms. Our art floor houses the auditorium, orchestra
and choir practice rooms, art, dance and drama studics, campus TV room, and
fully-equipped design and technology room. We boast a spacious multi-purpose
school hall and an outdoor amphitheater. There are ample sports facilities, such as
indoor heated swimming pool, ball courts, soccer pitch, and gymnasium. The primary
and secondary libraries are situated in an independent block on the campus, providing
an ideal learning environment with technology resources and large collection of books.

VSA is committed to providing a high-quality learning environment to give students the
best opportunities to excel. By Fall 2021, VSA will be unveiling a 420 million dollar
development which will provide nearly 100,000 sq. ft. of extra learning space with
Performing Arts Centre, over 30 multi-purpose rcoms, an indoor and outdoor sports
ground and more for providing the best support of the balanced and holistic learning
environment for our students
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Address it

Website #81it:
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VICTORIA SHANGHAI ACADEMY

(852) 3402-1000

(852) 3402-109¢9

enquiries@vsa.edu.hk

EBFREE 1950

19 Shum Wan Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong
www.vsa.edu.hk






