
RETURN TO SCHOOL CRITERIA

Exposure to Covid
Asymptomatic Individuals

This chart outlines the path to a return to school when a student or faculty member has been exposed 
to an individual or household member who is 1) symptomatic or 2) has a confirmed case of COVID.

Were you exposed to a person who 
tested positive for COVID?

YES

YESYES NO

NO

Vaccinated individuals 
may return to school 
immediatedly if they do 
not have any symptoms 
consistent with COVID.

Is the person a member 
of your household?

Does the individual you
came into contact with have a 
confirmed case of COVID?

Have you had COVID in the last 
90 days?

As long as you aren’t feeling 
any symptoms, quarantine 
is not necessary and you 
may return to school.

SYMPTOMS / AWAITING RESULTS

When an unvaccinated student has a 
household member who is symptomatic 
or awaiting a COVID test result, they 
may return to school after the household 
member receives a negative test result, as 
long as the student has no symptoms.If 
the household member receives a positive 
test result, the student should follow 
instructions for being exposed to someone 
with a confirmed case.

Are you vaccinated?

YES NO

If a vaccinated person lives with a person who 
tests positive, they need to obtain a negative PCR 
test result before returning to school and test 
again by PCR on day 5 to confirm the negative 
PCR result. No quarantine is necessary between 
receiving the first and second test results.

If a vaccinated person is exposed to someone who 
tests positive outside of their immediate household 
and that person is identified as a close contact, 
they can return to school with no quarantine 
period but should closely monitor for symptoms 
for the next 14 days.

These policies and protocols are based on guidance from the CDC and DC Department of Health.

YES NO

NO

CONFIRMED POSITIVE

An unvaccinated student may return after a minimum of 5 days from last 
exposure to a COVID-positive individual, provided that no symptoms 
develop or as instructed by DC Health. Note: Returning to school after 5 
days (on day 6) is only acceptable if:

1. The student does not develop symptoms of COVID at any point during 
the 5 days AND

2. The student takes a rapid antigen test, NAAT or PCR-equivalent test on 
or after day 5 and receives a negative result AND

3. The student continues to self-monitor for symptoms until 14 days after 
the last exposure to the COVID positive person.


