“What does the Lexile” measure mean?
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The Lexile® Framework for Reading is a scientific approach to reading and text measurement. There are two Lexile measures:
the Lexile reader measure and the Lexile text measure. A Lexile reader measure represents a person’s reading ability on the
Lexile scale. A Lexile text measure represents a text's difficulty level on the Lexile scale. When used together, they can help
a reader choose a book or other reading material that is at an appropriate difficulty level. The Lexile reader measure can
also be used to monitor a reader’s growth in reading ability over time. Figure 1 shows the relationship between the Lexile
reader measure and the Lexile text measure on the Lexile scale.

A higher Lexile reader measure represents a higher level of reading ability on the Lexile scale. A Lexile reader measure is
usually obtained by having the reader take a test of reading comprehension. There are about two dozen tests that can report
Lexile reader measures, including Scholastic Reading Inventory, PASeries Reading, the lowa Tests and many end-of-grade
state assessments. The reader’s score on the test is reported as a Lexile measure from a low of OL to a high of 2000L. However,
when readers score at or below OL, a BR (Beginning Reader) code is displayed on their report. A list of the tests and reading
programs that report Lexile reader measures can be found at www.Lexile.com.

A Lexile text measure, like a Lexile reader measure, is reported on the same Lexile scale, from a low of BR to a high of 2000L.
The lower a book’s Lexile measure, the easier it will be to comprehend. For example, a text with a Lexile measure of 850L
will most likely be easier for a reader to comprehend than a text at 950L. A list of books and their Lexile measures can be
found at www.lexile.com/findabook.

A very useful feature of Lexile reader and text measures is that
they can be used together to predict how well a reader will likely
comprehend a text at a specific Lexile level. For example, if a reader
has a Lexile measure of 1000L, he will be forecasted to comprehend
approximately 75 percent of a book with the same Lexile measure
(1000L). The 75-percent comprehension rate is called “targeted”
reading. This rate is based on independent reading; if the reader
receives assistance, the comprehension rate will increase. The target

FIGURE 1: Lexile reader and text measures placed on the Lexile scale
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reading rate is the point at which a reader will comprehend enough
to understand the text, but will also face some reading challenge.
At this challenge point, a reader is not bored by text that is too easy,
but also does not experience too much difficulty in understanding.

The result is a rewarding reading experience.

In some cases, a reader may not want to choose a book at the 75-percent forecasted comprehension rate. For example, if
a reader is highly motivated or very interested in a book’s topic, the reader may want to choose a book that will be
more challenging (less than 75-percent forecasted comprehension). At other times, the reader may want to choose a book
for easy independent reading (90-percent or higher forecasted comprehension). To adjust the forecasted comprehension rate,
simply look for a text that has a different Lexile measure than the reader. If the Lexile text measure is higher than the Lexile
reader measure, forecasted comprehension goes down. If the Lexile text measure is lower than the Lexile reader measure,
forecasted comprehension goes up. For example, if a reader wants to read a book independently at a 90-percent compre-
hension rate, she can simply choose a book with a Lexile measure approximately 250L below her Lexile reader measure.
A reader with a measure of 1000L would choose a book with a measure around 750L. Figure 2 (on the following page) shows
how changing the Lexile text measure changes the forecasted comprehension rate.
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It is best to select books based on a reader’s Lexile range
rather than focus on one reader measure. At MetaMetrics®,
we refer to a “Lexile range” as the suggested range of Lexile
PoS g % measures that a reader should be reading—50L above to
' 100L below his or her Lexile measure. A reader with a

FIGURE 2: Forecasted comprehension of books with various Lexile measures

Lexile Reader Measure Lexile Text Measure  Forecasted Comprehenslon Rate

—> . '

:z::t :x Lexile measure of 1000L would have a Lexile range of
——» i =

900L-1050L. If a student attempts material above his or
1000L 1000L — 5% s

i ) her Lexile range, the level of challenge may be too great for
B ———— 3

ik i the student to be able to construct very much meaning from
—>

the text when reading independently. Likewise, material
below the reader’s Lexile range may provide that student
with little comprehension challenge. It should be noted that material above or below the reader’s Lexile range may be used
for specific instructional purposes.

It is important to note that the Lexile measure of a book refers only to its text difficulty. A Lexile measure does not address
the content or quality of the book. A Lexile measure is based on two strong predictors of how difficult a text is to comprehend:
word frequency and sentence length. Many other factors affect the relationship between a reader and a book, including its
content, the age and interests of the reader, and the design of the actual book. The Lexile measure is a good starting point in
the book-selection process, but these other factors should be considered when making a decision about which book to choose.
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A helpful feature of the Lexile scale is that it is a developmental scale. This means it can be used to show whether a reader’s
reading ability is growing (or developing) over time. For example, a student may take a test in third grade that reports a Lexile
measure. If the student takes a test in a later grade that also reports a Lexile measure, she can see whether her reading ability
has grown. This feature allows educators and parents to monitor a reader’s growth over time. If a student’s reading growth is
too slow, or even stalled, it may be necessary to provide supplemental reading instruction.

Additional information about Lexile measures can be found at www.Lexile.com.

« To find the Lexile measures of books, or to search for books using a Lexile range, go to www.lexile.com/findabook.
Several search options are available, including title, reader interest categories, author and developmental level.
+ A complete list of the tests and reading programs that report Lexile reader measures is available at www.Lexile.com.

Although Lexile measures should not be linked directly to grade levels, it is possible to describe the Lexile measures of typical
students and textbooks at various grade levels. MetaMetrics collected the Lexile measures for a national sample of students
and identified the Lexile measures for the students in the middle 50 percent of the Lexule range (25 percent-75 percent).
The results of this study can be found at 3 c e-equiva : ale ;

METAMETRICS®, the METAMETRICS® logo and tagline, LEXILE®, LEXILE FRAMEWORKS®, LEXILE ANALYZER® and the LEXILE® logo are trademarks of MetaMetrics, Inc., and are registered in the United
States and abroad. The trademarks and names of other companies and prodi ioned herein are the property of their respective owners. Copyright © MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.
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"It isn't often that a society gets a chance to start afresh,
and i think that moment is here."
—Chester E. Finn, Jr.*

Resources for:

State Consortia The Common Core State Standards Initiative offers the following overlapping Lexile bands (or Lexile
ranges**, as defined by Common Core) to place texts in the following text complexity grade bands.

Departm f Education According to the Common Core Standards, qualitative scales of text complexity should be anchored at one
end by descnptlons of texts representative of those required in typical first-year credit-bearing college

Educators courses and in workforce training programs. Similarly, quantitative measures should identify the college- and

career-ready reading level as one endpoint of the scale.
Test Publishers We have realigned our Lexile ranges to match the Common Core Standards' text complexity grade bands
and adjusted upward its trajectory of reading comprehension development through the grades to indicate
that all students should be reading at the college and career readiness level by no later than the end of high
school.

Text Publishers

Grade Current "Stretch*”
Band Lexile Band Lexile Band
K-1 N/A N/A
2-3 450L-725L 450L-790L
4-5 645L-845L 770L-980L
6-8 860L-1010L 955L-1155L
9-10 960L-1115L 1080L-1305L
11—-CCR 1070L-1220L 1215L-1355L

The Common Core Standards advocate a "staircase” of increasing text complexity, beginning in grade 2, so
that students can develop their reading skills and apply them to more difficult texts. At the lowest grade in
each band, students focus on reading texts within that text complexity band. In the subsequent grade or
grades within a band, students must "stretch” to read a certain proportion of texts from the next higher text
complexlty band. This pattern repeats itself throughout the grades so that students can both build on earlier
literacy gains and challenge themselves with texts at a higher complexity level. Lexile measures and the
Lexile ranges above help to determine what text is appropriate for each grade band and what should be

considered “"stretch" text.

The Common Core Standards devote as much attention to the text complexity of what students are reading
as it does to how students read. As students advance through the grades, they must both develop their
comprehension skills and apply them to increasingly complex texts. The proportion of texts that students
read each year should come from a particular text complexity grade band. Students must also show a
steadily increasing ability to discern more from and make fuller use of text.

http://www lexile.com/using-lexile/lexile-measures-and-the-ccssi/text-complexity-grade-bands-and-lexile...
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Reading Level Correlation Chart

Grade Reading | Fountas-Pinnell Basal Lexile
Level Recovery | Guided Reading | DRA | Equivilant | Levels
A
2B A Readiness
1 1
Kindergarten
) B 2
PrePrimer 1
3 3
C
4 4
5 PrePrimer 2
D 6
6
7 PrePrimer 3
E 8
8
2 F 10
Grade 1 10 Primer
i G 12
12
13 H 14
Grade 1
4 200-299
1 1 16
16
18 LK 20 300-399
Grade 2 Grade 2
20 LM 28 400-499
30
22 N 500-599
Grade 3 34 Grade 3
24 O,P 38 600-699
Grade 4 26 Q,R,S 40 Grade 4 700-799
Grade 5 28 TV, 44 Grade 5 800-899
Grade 6 30 W, XY Grade 6 900-999
Grade 7 32 Z Grade 7
1000-1100
Grade 8 34 z Grade 8




