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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
Last school year was certainly like no other! We continue
to be proud of the level of ( אחריותresponsibility) in our
community, as we balance the priority of health and
safety with the hopeful reality that we can resume certain
elements of a typical school year.
I am pleased to share with you our updated SAR
Academy Handbook. While we were forced over the last
two school years to find a new, creative approach to how
we do things, from that experience we have learned a
great deal. We have some exciting updates to share and
important reminders enclosed in this practical guide to
SAR Academy’s policies and programming. We have also
highlighted some of the easy but meaningful ways you
can connect to the SAR community.
We look forward to a year of health and growth for our
students and for the greater SAR community as we partner in the education of our children.
We hope to reinforce the mission of our school, our commitment to nurturing the individual
strengths of each child, and our connection to Medinat Yisrael and Am Yisrael.
We look forward to seeing your children’s smiling faces in September and welcoming you to our
building in person!
For both our new as well as our returning SAR families, if I can be of any assistance to you in any
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me either by email at kraussb@saracademy.org or by
phone at 718-548-1717, ext. 1207. We are also excited to introduce this year a text messaging
hotline where you can easily and conveniently communicate with us via text; we are here to
help answer your questions and are just a message away. Try it out - 914-222-0040 - send us a
message and please stay in touch!

Sincerely,
Rabbi Binyamin Krauss
Principal, SAR Academy
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SAR ACADEMY MISSION STATEMENT
SAR Academy is a Modern Orthodox co-educational day
school dedicated to the belief that every child possesses
a divine spark, has unique worth as an individual and
should be encouraged to achieve according to his or
her ability. Our warm environment promotes confidence,
creativity and enthusiasm for learning. In our approach to
academics, we nurture students to develop intellectual
curiosity, critical thinking skills and a lifelong love of both
Torah and Secular studies.

We have created a program committed to excellence in every
aspect of our educational goals:
 o foster a community of b’nai and b’not torah who demonstrate sensitivity for their peers,
T
respect for their teachers and environment, loyalty to their country, and an appreciation of the
differences in others.
 o advance and develop each student towards a value and mastery of Hebrew language,
T
Judaic Studies, and General Studies.
 o raise our students’ connection to Hashem (Ahavat Hashem and Yir’at Shamayim), commitment
T
to Talmud Torah, observance of Mitzvot and connection to Medinat Yisrael.
To educate by nurturing and challenging each student to reach his or her individual potential.
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WHAT ARE THE SCHOOL HOURS?
Please note we are introducing a new schedule for the coming school year with adjusted arrival
and dismissal times. Please see below for more information.

SCHOOL ARRIVAL TIME
8:00 AM: School begins for ALL grades (2N-Gr. 8); arrivals can begin at 7:55 AM - please see
below for more information.

SCHOOL DISMISSAL TIMES
MONDAY-THURSDAY SCHEDULE
3:00 PM: ELC and Grades 1-5 (ELC ONLY pickups can begin at 2:45 PM from the ELC)
4:00 PM: Grade 6-8*
*We encourage all students to participate in Maariv during the winter months.

FRIDAY SCHEDULE
1:00 PM (ELC ONLY pickups can begin at 12:45 PM from the ELC)

HOW DOES ARRIVAL / DISMISSAL WORK?
EARLY LEARNING CENTER
ELC ARRIVAL PROCEDURES
By Bus:
Children traveling to school by bus will either be dropped
off at the main SAR Academy entrance, where they will be
greeted at the bus by ELC staff and escorted to the ELC
OR in the ELC lot, where they will be greeted at the bus by
the ELC staff.
By Car:
E
 LC students traveling to school by car (or on foot) must be dropped off at the ELC building.
C
 hildren can be dropped off beginning at 7:55 AM until 8:10 AM. ELC teachers will greet students
in the ELC driveway and bring them from their cars into their classrooms. During that process,
we request that you please remain in your car for everyone’s safety.
Grades 1-8 students may be dropped off at the ELC ONLY IF an ELC child is also being dropped off.
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ELC DISMISSAL PROCEDURES- 3:00 PM (1:00 PM on Fridays).
By Bus:
Students will be escorted to their buses by ELC staff. Our staff will help students board the buses
and ensure they are seated safely.
By Car:
P
 lease pick up in the ELC parking lot.
 ismissals begin by 2:45 PM Monday through Thursday and 12:45 PM on Fridays for ELC ONLY
D
pick-ups (those who are only picking up students in 2N-K).
S
 tudents will be brought to their cars by ELC staff. Please stay in your car to make this process
safe and efficient for everyone.
Grade 1-8 students may be picked up at the ELC ONLY IF you are also picking up an ELC child.

Main Building (Grades 1-8)
GRADES 1-8 ARRIVAL PROCEDURES
By Bus:
Buses arrive at the school in front of the main building between 7:55 AM and 8:05 AM.
By Car:
 lease drop off students in Grades 1-8 at the Main Entrance and proceed out the driveway.
● P
Please do not exit your car.
 ur security guards have been instructed not to allow children to get out of cars onto the
● O
street.
 lease be reminded that ELC students should be dropped off in the ELC parking lot and not
● P
in the Main Building.
By Foot:
Children walking to school should enter the property at 254th Street and Independence Avenue
and use the walkway to the building. This is a matter of both safety and respect for our neighbors
driving in the area.
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GRADES 1-8 DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
By Bus: Students transported home via bus will line up outside
the school in their designated bus line.
By Car:
 ll cars should use the carpool lane in the upper parking lot
A
off of 254th St.
 lease do not arrive before 2:45 PM on Monday-Thursday or
P
12:50 PM on Friday.
A staff member will supervise children as they enter cars.
 lease do not leave your car while in the carpool lane.
● P
 tudents will not be permitted to access cars waiting on 254th St. All cars should use the
S
carpool lane.
 nless a child is registered for an after-school activity, he/she must leave school at the regular
U
dismissal time. There is no supervision after dismissal time.
E
 LC students must be picked up at the ELC parking lot and not from the main building.

BUS SERVICE OPTIONS
 iverdale District Busing: Students in Kindergarten through Grade 6 who live in Riverdale
R
(but more than ½ mile from school) are eligible for free yellow bus service from the NYC
Department of Education.
 estchester District Busing: New Rochelle and
W
Scarsdale districts provide free busing to and from
school; families must file transportation requests annually
to be eligible for roundtrip transportation. Please check
with your district for appropriate filing dates.
 rivate Bus Transportation: Private busing is provided
P
for a fee to and from Manhattan, White Plains, New
Rochelle (Nursery and Grades 6-8), Riverdale (Nursery)
and Scarsdale (Nursery and Grades 6-8).
 etroCards: Students in Kindergarten - Gr. 8 who live in NYC but are not eligible for free yellow
M
bus service (i.e., Manhattan residents) may be eligible for a MetroCard.
If you have any questions regarding your child’s transportation to or from school, including
MetroCards, please contact our Director of Transportation, Seth Botnick at ext. 1233 or at
sbotnick@saracademy.org.
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PARKING
Where Do I Park?
Following our parking policies will better ensure the safety of our students and buses. Please
note that the upper lot (including the main driveway), lower lot and ELC lot are designated for
faculty and staff parking only. Please know parking is available at the MetroNorth station for a
fee. Feel free to see the security guard at the main entrance of the building if any special parking
accommodations are required upon your visit to the school.

Please Respect Our Neighbors!
As SAR strives to be a good member of the community in which we are situated, please be
mindful of parking regulations on the streets surrounding the school. Please do not park in “No
Parking” zones and avoid blocking residential driveways or fire hydrants. Illegally parked cars
may be ticketed.

ATTENDANCE
What if My Child is Absent?
Learning at SAR takes place every day and in all settings: in the classroom, on the field, during
davening, at special events, and even in the lunchroom! We emphasize the importance of having
your child routinely present at school.
If a child in the ELC, Lower School or Middle School is absent, please email absent@
saracademy.org.
 iddle School students (Grades 6-8) should contact a classmate, refer to their class website
M
on Google Classroom, or email the teacher directly in order to make up any work that has
been missed.
 lease also feel free to send a text to our messaging hotline 914-222-0040 to notify school of
P
your child’s absence. The message will be relayed to the appropriate teachers.

What if My Child is Running Late?
Please let us know if your child is arriving late. If students in Grades 6-8 are marked late to class,
parents receive an automated email to inform them of the lateness.

What if My Child Unexpectedly Needs to Leave School Midday?
To arrange for your child to be picked up from school early, please call Shira Kroll (ext. 1215) for
the ELC, and Chavie Wilner (ext. 1209) for Gr. 1-8. The student will be given a pass to present
to his/her teacher and security. Middle School parents should notify their student’s homeroom
teacher who will sign the student out and provide him/her with a slip.
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Can My Child Zoom from Home?
While we believe there is no replacement for in-person learning, we also know that
when students need to be absent, it can be a disruption for the child and for the class/
teacher (particularly upon the student’s return). At SAR we pride ourselves on doing
everything we can to best address each individual student’s needs. To that end, we
would like to share with you our approach to allowing students to Zoom from home
when necessary and appropriate.

To Zoom or Not to Zoom?

Examples of when Zoom WOULD be appropriate include (but are not limited to):
●◆ R
 ecovery from an injury or procedure with an extended absence
●◆ E
 xposure to Covid-19 (a situation when a student is isolated due to contact with a positive
case but is healthy and able to attend a lesson productively)
Examples when Zooming WOULD NOT be appropriate include (but are not limited to):
●◆ F
 amily travel
●◆ Illness (if a child is too ill to attend school in person he/she should recuperate and rest)
●◆ T
 ardiness (students missing a period due to an appointment or late start)
We do not believe it is beneficial for students in the ELC or Grades 1-4 to Zoom for singular
days and that often just taking a day of absence is preferable. However, we do appreciate
that students in Grades 5-8 may be able to better navigate independently and productively
and teachers will consider those requests on a case-by-case basis.

How Do I Request Zoom Accommodations?
Naturally, a family’s needs may vary by circumstances, and we are always available to
discuss the best approach for your child. Therefore we encourage parents to please reach
out to request accommodations with as much advance notice as possible so teachers
have ample time to review a request and share with administration as needed. Please
follow these guidelines:
●◆ If parents know that a student will be absent, and Zooming from home is warranted/
appropriate based on the guidelines above, please email your request for your child to
Zoom to his/her teachers with as much possible advance notice.
●◆ T
 o arrange Zoom for a last-minute warranted absence, please email your child’s teacher,
and cc administration, and we will do our best to provide a schedule and materials.
 eachers will ensure their Zoom rooms are open, and will do their best to engage the
●◆ T
student who is on Zoom.

●◆ If the teacher encounters problems with Zoom (technological or otherwise) that are
significantly detracting from the learning of the students in class, they will prioritize the
needs of the students in the class.
11
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How Do I Make a Dismissal Change?
Please notify the school in advance of any dismissal changes, whether for a playdate or a
different time of pick-up. Any dismissal changes for students in the ELC and Gr. 1-5 should be
submitted through the parent portal on the SAR Academy website. All changes must be made
by 1:00 PM (Mon-Thurs) or 11:00 AM (Fri).
You will receive an email confirming your change, the change will be reported to Chavie (Grades
1-5) or Shira (ELC), and our bus lists will reflect the change. Please direct any questions to Chavie
Wilner at dismissal@saracademy.org.
Changes to dismissal following an after-school class should be emailed to Chavie at dismissal@
saracademy.org by 2:00 PM. If the dismissal change involves the student taking a different bus
than usual, you must contact Seth Botnick at sbotnick@saracademy.org to check if the district
allows for guests to ride on the bus and to ensure that there is space on the bus.
Please also feel free to send a text to our messaging hotline 914-222-0040 to notify school of
any last minute changes. The message will be relayed to the appropriate people.

Emergency School Closing
& Delayed Opening Are Snow Days History?
In the case of inclement weather, school
closing announcements will be sent via
email and text. You may also check our
website, www.saracademy.org, Facebook or
Instagram. We will make every effort to make
the decision regarding school closings by
6:30 AM.
We anticipate the first day of school closure
due to any weather event would be a traditional
day of fun and play with no sessions. Zoom
classes may be held if the inclement weather
continues for multiple days.
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HEALTH CARE AND FIRST AID
Is There a Full-Time Nurse On Duty?
A nurse is on duty and available to students for first aid and other emergency care on MondayThursday from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM and on Friday from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

Esther Bacharach

Nurse, Grades 1-8

Please call ext. 1226 or email nurses@saracademy.org

Maggie Listhaus

Nurse, ELC

Please call ext. 1246 or email elcnurse@saracademy.org

We ask ALL members of the SAR community to please continue to be vigilant to help mitigate
the spread of COVID-19. As per the recommendation of our Medical Advisory Committee, and
in keeping with our commitment to safeguard the health of our students and staff, all students
ages 12 and up are required to be fully vaccinated against Covid-19 prior to the start of the 20212022 academic year. Students who turn twelve on or after July 1, 2021, must provide proof of
vaccination within 45 days following their twelfth birthday. Full vaccination is defined as having
received 2-doses of vaccines with a 2-dose protocol or 1-dose of vaccines with a 1-dose protocol.
In addition, if the CDC recommends additional/booster doses of Covid vaccines, these may be
required as well. If you have not already done so, please provide written proof of immunization
from the vaccine administrator or a CDC-issued vaccination card: proof of vaccination for Academy
students should be uploaded here.
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Health Examination Report
In accordance with the New York State Health Code, school policy requires all children to submit a
Health Examination Report. We also require all students, faculty and staff to be up-to-date on their
vaccines including the flu shot. All students must have an up-to-date immunization record and
health examination report uploaded to our electronic medical system on the parent portal before
the first day of school each year.

What if My Child Has
A Medical Emergency?
If we are unable to reach either parent, the school‘s policy is to take the child to a hospital if the
nurse decides such care is necessary. If you are called to pick up your child due to a medical
reason, please arrange for pick-up from school within two hours. Please report to the nurse’s office
(Grades 1-8) or the ELC office (Nursery-K), where your child will be waiting. Sick children will not be
permitted to ride home on the school bus.

A Need for Medication?
New York City policy prohibits the nurse,
faculty or administrative staff from
administering ANY oral medications to
a student without a written prescription
from a doctor. Medications/prescriptions
for students who require medication
during the school day should be given
to the school nurse to be administered
appropriately. If your child takes
medication regularly, please indicate so
on your child’s medical form with approval
for the school nurses to administer
medication.
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Symptoms?
We appreciate your partnership in helping us maintain a healthy school. Daily temperature checks
and health screening questionnaires will NOT be utilized this year. We are relying on our students
and staff to monitor themselves for Covid symptoms and, in the event of symptoms, to follow the
protocols outlined in the SAR Covid Algorithm 2021-22.
SAR nurses will administer Covid tests for those students or staff who have symptoms and/or
were exposed to a Covid-positive person, per the protocols outlined in the SAR Covid Algorithm.
Meanwhile, if your child experiences any of the symptoms below, please keep him/her home for
24 hours, monitor, and contact our nurses with any questions.
 ever > 100.0° F (Fever is defined as a temperature of 100.4° (38.0° C) or higher when a measured
F
rectally, or 100° F (37.8° C) or higher when measured orally. The child must be fever-free for a full
24 hours (without the use of any fever reducing medicine, such as Tylenol, Advil, Motrin) to return
to school)
Mild Runny Nose
Unexplained Headache
Abdominal Pain
Unexplained Fatigue
Body Aches
Loss of Taste or Smell
Shortness of Breath
Vomiting/Diarrhea
 evere Sore Throat (A child diagnosed with strep throat should return to school only after 24
S
hours or more of antibiotic treatment. The full course of antibiotics should be continued as
instructed by a physician.)
● New and Unexplained Cough
● Significant Nasal/Sinus Congestion
 ice (Any child who has live lice found in his/her hair must receive immediate treatment at home
● L
and report the case to the school nurse. If you suspect your child may have nits or lice, SAR
nurses will conduct a check. SAR will no longer be conducting school-wide lice checks and has
adjusted our no-nit policy per guidance of the CDC.)

Is SAR a Nut-Free School?
YES! The safety of each student is our priority. Food allergies are a major concern in schools,
specifically peanut and tree nut allergies. In our school lunch program, we have eliminated all
foods and products containing peanuts and tree nuts. Please do not send any peanut or tree nut
products to school nor foods produced in a facility that processes peanuts or tree nuts. Please
check the labels of all foods. Even items with no obvious nuts may have been produced in a plant
that manufactures other products with peanuts or tree nuts. This information is typically noted at
the end of the list of ingredients.
We appreciate your cooperation with these important health policies.
15
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WHAT IS THE DRESS CODE?
At SAR, we encourage the individuality of each student. While we appreciate self-expression
through dress, we believe that self-expression should be shaped by values of personal modesty
and a commitment to helping to create a serious learning environment.
Students’ behavior, speech, dress and interactions with other students and teachers must, at
all times, reflect a sense of mutual respect, propriety, and modesty. We ask your cooperation in
seeing that your child complies with the dress code as described below. We respectfully request
that you also exercise good judgment in your own attire when entering the school.

Early Learning Center
ELC children are encouraged to dress comfortably.
Jeans, track pants, shorts, sweatpants and sneakers are
acceptable for all students. We encourage you to send
your sons wearing kippot and tzitzit.

Grades 1-8
Boys:
 zitzit and kippot (both available at our Sting Store!)
T
should be worn at all times
S
 hirts with collars
Jeans, t-shirts, shorts, hats, track pants or sweatpants are not permitted

Girls:

S
 kirts that reach the knees
S
 hirts should not have low cut necklines and should cover the midriff
S
 hort sleeves are permitted, but cap sleeves are not

Physical Education Attire
All students must wear sneakers for physical education! For safety reasons, students with long
hair must have their hair pulled back.

Lockers
Students in the ELC and Grades 1-5 are assigned cubbies to store their belongings. Lockers are
provided for students in Grades 6-8. Please label all items that your child brings to school. Although
lockers are a great place to keep school-related items, they are not locked; we encourage students
to avoid placing anything valuable in them.

Lost & Found
Lost items are collected and held in the Atrium for retrieval. We urge you to label all clothing,
backpacks, pencil cases, lunch bags, etc. so that lost items can be returned.
16
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HOW IS SAR PRIORITIZING SAFETY AND
SECURITY?
Safety and security are of the utmost
importance at SAR. We are proud to partner
with Mike Zimet Security to ensure the safety
of our students, faculty and staff. Security
measures include:
D
 oors are locked at all times; in order to enter
the building, a security guard must buzz you
in, or a unique access code is required (staff
and faculty).
V
 isitors must present ID when entering any
of our buildings and will be signed in and
directed to the appropriate location.
V
 isitors must attach a visitor tag for the duration of the visit.
In addition to our security guards, SAR has a uniformed officer who is at the front of the
school each morning and remains on campus throughout the day.
D
 uring the busier times of arrival and dismissal, additional guards are on duty to ensure
that traffic flows smoothly.
A
 ll parents, faculty, and staff cars are required to be registered with SAR. We annually
issue new car decals to all cars that come to the SAR campuses.
● A
 dditionally, our faculty and staff will begin wearing photo ID’s beginning September
2021.
SAR conducts several fire, lockdown and safe room drills throughout the year to teach
students and faculty our emergency procedures should there be a threat in or around the
building. If you have any questions about security, please contact Debra May at debra@
saracademy.org.
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Student Safety Manual
SAR has formalized all school practices and policies to ensure the safest possible
environment for our students. In March 2021, SAR was accredited by Praesidium,
demonstrating our commitment to safety and adherence to the highest standards in abuse
prevention. SAR has also joined the Aleinu Campaign, an organization funded by UJAFederation of New York providing Jewish youth-serving organizations with the education
and practical tools they need to prevent child maltreatment and take responsible action
should instances or suspicions of maltreatment emerge. It is imperative that we remember
we are all partners in ensuring a safe community. All parents, faculty and staff have a
responsibility to review the Student Safety Manual carefully. Please click here to review
the Student Safety Manual.
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HEY, ALEXA, WHAT’S FOR LUNCH AT SAR?
School Lunch/Snacks
We are eager to return to our lunchrooms in the near future but for now, we will eat
outdoors as much as possible. When not possible, lunch will be served in classrooms for
ELC-5th Grade, by band in 6th Grade, and to the entire Grade of 7th and 8th. Students are
responsible for bringing their own pareve or dairy lunch on Fridays. We also offer an option
to order pizza for Middle School students. Refrigeration, microwaves for heating food and
hot water for instant soups are not available to students.
Our lunch schedule is posted on our website and updated in our Daily Digest. We are
also proud to launch an Alexa skill where you can ask Alexa what’s for lunch! Click here to
enable this new skill on your Alexa device and ask, “Alexa, open the SAR menu”.

Lunch Schedule
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Dairy

Meat

Meat

Dairy

Bring Your Own Lunch

We ask that you adhere to the following lunch guidance:
In accordance with our Peanut & Tree Nut Policy (please see Health Care and First Aid
section), please do not send any meal or snack items containing peanuts or tree nuts.
● Please do not include any glass containers.
A
 ll packaged food sent into school must have an appropriate and nationally recognized
kashrut symbol. These include the OU, OK, Star-K and Kof-K. Also, the Vaad of Riverdale
and the Vaad of Westchester are locally approved Kashrut agencies.
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Special Dietary Needs
For students with allergies and special dietary needs (gluten intolerance, lactose
intolerance, vegetarian, etc.), alternative lunch options will be available daily. Please be
sure to indicate your child’s dietary restrictions on his/her health forms.

SAR is a Healthy School!
In order to successfully achieve our goal of creating a culture of healthy eating and
learning, please partner with us in adhering to the following food guidelines:
 e provide healthy options for lunch.
● W

● In the Middle School, SAR offers low-sugar cereals following Shacharit.
● T
 he school does not provide any candy or soda to students.
● W
 e encourage parents to send only healthy food day-to-day and for special celebrations
including birthday parties in the ELC.
● W
 e strongly discourage food sharing due to the high incidence of allergies. Please do
not send homemade food to school to be shared with a large group of students.
● W
 hile our in-person special school or grade-wide events are celebrated with food,
we discourage individual class parties with the exception of Shabbat and birthday
celebrations in the ELC.
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HOW DOES MY STUDENT UTILIZE
TECHNOLOGY@SAR?
Google Classroom and Google Sites
SAR Academy uses Google Classroom and Google Sites to provide an efficient, accessible
and useful information exchange between teachers, parents and students.
● P
 arents can browse their ELC-4th Grade child’s Google Site for photographs, videos,
announcements, classroom materials, newsletters, interactive white boards and
discussions--a real snapshot of your child’s life at SAR.
● F
 rom 3rd-8th Grade, Google Classroom is used as a communication tool between
teachers and students through daily class and homework assignments.
● L
 earn how to access your child’s Google Classroom experience here.

Chromebooks and iPads
Students have access to Chromebooks and iPads to support and enhance the curriculum,
teaching skills, knowledge and behaviors they will need as successful lifelong learners:
● S
 tudents are expected to use these devices in a way consistent with SAR’s educational
mission and with the Jewish values expressed in the school’s philosophy, and they learn
about the expected behavior in regard to technology use through our Middot & Media
program in Grades 1-8.
● S
 tudents who are unable to exercise good judgment when working with the school’s
technological resources will not be allowed access to these devices.
Examples of poor judgment include:
○	 U
 sing technological devices (i.e., iPads, Chromebooks) for an activity not related to
schoolwork
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○	

L
 ogging into the system using a name that is not your own

○	

P
 retending to be someone other than yourself

○	

Insulting any peer or teacher at SAR

○	

A
 ttempting to break or hack into the firewall that protects the network
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Middle School iPad One-to-One Program
● S
 tudents in Grades 6-8 are supplied with an iPad to
enable them to creatively express their knowledge using
a variety of multimedia apps and to engage in blended,
project-based as well as traditional learning models.
● T
 hrough this program, teachers are best able to target the
individual needs of the children as well as give students
more independence in their learning, including the pace
of instruction and how students demonstrate mastery of
the material.

Personal Electronic Devices in the Middle School
While students in Grades 6-8 will be using iPads for educational use in the classrooms,
they may want to bring a computer, iPad or other device to school. In order to do so, they
must sign an acceptable use policy. Any use of this device for non-educational purposes
will result in that student losing this privilege.

Other Electronic Devices in School
While we believe technology is a powerful learning tool, we also feel that certain limits
help us support students in interacting with peers and coming together as a community.
◆● C
 ell phones/iPods, wearable devices (i.e., smartwatches) or other portable media players
may NOT be used during school hours.
 isible cell phones/iPods or other portable media players will be confiscated for the day.
◆● V

◆● R
 epeated violations of this policy will result in parent conference and may result in
confiscation of the device for a defined period of time.
◆● P
 ersonal iPads may not be used in school.
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ACADEMICS
Open School Night
Parents are invited to attend Open School Night at the beginning of the school year to give
you a taste of your child’s experience. You will have the opportunity to meet your child’s
teachers and to get a sense of the expectations for the year.

Homework
You and Your Child’s Homework
Homework should always be meaningful and reflect the attitude and learning that is taking
place in school. Homework may be a review of material learned, serve as preparation
for the next day’s lesson, foster growth in independent research and thinking, and teach
organizational skills. Students and parents can access their child’s assignments through
Google Classroom.
Homework, Assessments, and Testing
Homework may be assigned Monday
through Thursday. In Middle School, longterm assignments will not be due on
Mondays. In order to help balance students’
study schedules, there will be no more than
two tests/major assignments for 6th Graders
and three tests/major assignments for 7th
and 8th Graders in any given week.
Most teachers assign homework regularly,
and it is a student’s responsibility to check
his/her SAR email account every night to
stay on top of all assignments.
●◆ F
 or 6th Graders, daily homework load should not take more than an average of 1 hour
to complete.
●◆ S
 tudents in Grades 7 and 8 should not expect to spend more than an average of 1.5
hours to complete daily homework.
○	

S
 tudents may be required by a teacher to complete any unfinished homework during
office hours.

●◆ If homework is regularly taking significantly longer, please discuss this with an
administrator.
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How Do I Learn About My Child’s Progress?
Parent-Teacher Conferences
These meetings allow us to keep you informed and involved in your child’s progress. Each
conference involves an oral report by the teachers in which they discuss their observations
about your child and seek your insights about your child’s performance and progress.
For the coming school year, Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place via Zoom in
November and March, however parents should feel free to contact the teacher or the
administrator at any time with any questions or concerns about your child’s school work
or social development. We are always available to meet in person, by phone, and be of
assistance as we share the same goal: to ensure each student’s overall success.
Anecdotals
Anecdotals allow us to share your child’s progress with you, and include an overview of
the class goals and those for your specific child. Anecdotals for students in Grades 1-8
are released in February and June, and they can be accessed through the Parent Portal.
In the ELC, you receive one anecdotal report at the end of the school year (via the Parent
Portal).
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP Assessment)
The Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) assessment is an adaptive, computerized test
that measures student growth in Mathematics, Reading and Language over time. Unlike
other standardized tests, questions are generated based on student response, and are
therefore created specifically to meet the student’s level of learning. MAP assessments
are administered for students in
Grades 3 through 7 a few times
during the year. Teachers apply
information from MAP combined
with assessments in the classroom
to support the academic needs of
their individual students. MAP is
only one mode of assessment that
we use to monitor student progress
and to inform teaching; its results
will supplement the more thorough
information that your child’s teachers
gather day to day through their work
in the classroom.
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What if My Child Needs Support?
Student Support Services
SAR Academy is committed to a diverse student body which gives voice to a wide range
of interests, abilities, and learning styles. SAR Academy offers a variety of programs to
meet the needs of multiple types of learners in our school:
 tudent Learning Center (SLC) provides classroom support and remediation in Grades
●◆ S
1-5, in both General and Judaic Studies. SLC teachers are part of each grade-level team,
working closely with the classroom teachers to make sure each student‘s individual
needs are met. In Middle School (Grades 6-8), the SLC provides daily support and study
skills training for students.
 YC Department of Education (DOE) services such as Occupational Therapy, Speech and
●◆ N
Language Therapy, and Special Education Teacher Support Services may be offered to
eligible students on site. SAR works closely with the Department of Education in making
sure all of our students receive the services to which they are entitled. If you have any
questions about Student Support Services, please contact Judith Block at ext. 1214 or
at jblock@saracademy.org.

●◆ P
 isgah: SAR’s Inclusion Program provides more intensive support throughout the school
day for our students whose learning needs cannot be met by the SLC. The program
provides support for students with learning difficulties who would otherwise struggle
with academic life. While continuing as integral members of the classroom, Pisgah
students receive specialized instruction with accommodations and modifications to
extend an SAR education to those with more individualized learning needs. For more
information, please contact Ora Muschel at ext. 1250 or at omuschel@saracademy.org.
●◆ T
 he SAR Guidance Department works closely with teachers and administrators and
strives to develop supportive and meaningful relationships with each student. If you
have concerns about any aspect of your child’s academic, social or emotional progress,
the guidance department serves as an extra resource to you. Throughout a typical year,
informal lunch groups/clubs managed by our guidance team help our students foster
and strengthen relationships with one another.
	○●●◆ D
 epartment of Education (DOE) Support: When there is a need, our guidance team can
help find a professional referral that is a good match for your child and family. In the
lower school, the guidance staff, along with our government relations coordinator, can
help you navigate the DOE system. If your child meets the criteria to receive services,
we will do our best to match up your child with a provider that can meet his/her needs
(i.e., occupational therapy, speech therapy, and counseling).
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Below is a list of our guidance staff and the grades they cover. Please feel free to be in
touch with them throughout the year.
●◆ E
 LC : Dr. Shoshana Dachs, Psychologist,
can be contacted at ext. 1218 or sdachs@
saracademy.org
●◆ Lower School
○●◆ G
 rades 1-2: Dr. Adina Shrage,
Psychologist, can be contacted at ext.
1424 or ashrage@saracademy.org
○●◆ G
 rades 3-4: Shani Gold, Social Worker, can
be contacted at ext. 1454 or sgold@saracademy.org
○●◆ G
 rade 5: Ruthie Stavsky, Guidance Counselor, can be contacted at ext. 1292 or
rstavsky@saracademy.org
●○◆ T
 he Middle School guidance counselors are Dr. Michelle Sarna (msarna@
saracademy.org) and Dr. Hilary Buff (hbuff@saracademy.org). Each guidance
counselor works with half of the homeroom classes in each grade. You will be notified
who your child’s guidance counselor is at the beginning of the year.

Student Placement
Teachers, guidance counselors, and administrators give much thought to the many
variables involved in creating a class. Through our registration process, parents for children
entering 3N-Grade 6 are invited to submit requests for classmates each spring for the
following year. We take your requests seriously and do our best to make sure your child
is properly placed.
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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
Theme of the Year for 2021/2022:
Shemita: Seventh Year, Seven Gears
Last year’s theme of Achrayut allowed us to explore responsibility for ourselves and
toward others, all in making a difference in our world as responsible citizens. This year,
we continue that work in considering what is essential about Shemita and its inherent
values, housed in our “Seven Gears,” which we will explore as a school community as well
as in our homeroom classes and during Specialties, where its study will be academically
integrated and developed as a cross-curricular study. Each “Gear” houses a “Pause and
Reflect” sub-theme of Shemita and will serve as a vehicle for exploring a big idea concept,
halachot of Shemita, and propel us as seasoned students of Achrayut into various “Calls
To Action,” reaching out to others and working toward making a difference in the world.

Shemita: Seventh Year, Seven Gears
Gear 1 - Beginnings: Ownership . . . Who Does Land Really Belong To?
Gear 2 - Thanksgiving & Chanukah: Thankfulness For Abundance
Gear 3 - Tu B’Shvat: Environmental Advocacy
Gear 4 - Purim & Pesach: Bitachon
Gear 5 - The Yoms: Connecting With Israel, Connecting With Others
Gear 6 - Shavuot & Sharing Shabbat: Refresh & Rest
Gear 7 - Beginning of Summer: Enjoying & Respecting Our Freedoms
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Specialties 2021/2022
This year each grade will attend ARTS & STEM Specialties during the same period of
the day Monday through Thursday and will have a Specialty period as well on Fridays.
Students will rotate among three workshops over the course of the year providing each
student with one art, one music, one LITT (Library Integrated Torah & Technology), and
two STEM periods in Grades 1-4, with more STEM workshops offered in Grade 5.

Music
We are excited about the innovations to our music
program:
●◆ Grades 1-2 will enjoy a comprehensive music
class and Shabbat Sing.
●◆ Grade 3 students may choose voice or recorder
in our Music Majors Program, culminating in a
performance at Carnegie Hall.
	○●●◆ N
 ew faculty member and professional singer
Chaya Glaser, and Noah Solomon of Soul
Farm, will instruct Voice Performance.
	○●●◆ J azz musician Daniel Ori will teach recorder.
●◆ Grades 4 and 5 can choose from many Voice and
Choice Workshops including Guitar Workshop,
Keyboard Konnect, Soundtrack Engineering,
Hand Drumming, and more.
●◆ Middle School students will participate in formalized ARTS programming that includes
creating music through the use of Garage Band.
●◆ Our after-school choir led by Ms. Chaya Glaser will provide students with numerous
performance outlets.
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Art
Our Visual Art program offers challenges in varied media, developed sequentially with
technical and interpretive skills increasing at each level, all taking place in our magnificent
Art Studio overlooking the Hudson River and Palisades. Our defined art courses are led
by practicing artists in their individual disciplines -- painter and digital artist, Noel Gussen,
photographer and sculptress, Adiella Shem Tov, and artist-mathematician Renata Cohen
who explores art through a math lens that dovetails with targeted goals of our Singapore
Math curriculum for Grades 1 and 2. Morgan Roslyn Cohn and Aliza Sternstein have also
joined our department.
Dan Harelick will lead a comprehensive ceramics program for students in Grades 3-8 while
4th and 5th Graders will participate in Art Workshops through Voice and Choice including:
Music To Canvas, Painting Workshop, Animation Studio, Photography Studio, Ceramics
Studio, Digital iPad Art Workshop, and more. Middle Schoolers will have formalized ARTS
programming that includes drawing & painting, ceramics, digital art, and more.

LITT-Library Integrated Torah & Technology
Our spacious library warmly invites students to cultivate their inherent curiosity and
develop into life-long learners and lovers of reading. During their earliest years students
discern parts of a book, distinguish between fiction and non-fiction, engage in author
studies, and select “just-right” books to borrow and enjoy from our rich secular and Judaic
holdings. Middle elementary age students develop basic research skills via our OPALS
system. Grades 1-4 enjoy regularly scheduled library periods and are welcome to visit the
library any time. A stage has been added to the library offering opportunity for classes to
have Readers Theater.
●◆ 1st Grade: Library skills workshop, Fairytale Engineering (see more below), and a
Hudson River Exploration (reading about river life and en plein painting as the Hudson
7 and Hudson River School of Painters).
●◆ 2nd Grade: “Text To Symbol,” building
stories through symbolic language. We also
welcome 1st and 2nd Grade Grandparents
for GRAND Storytime.
●◆ 3rd Grade: General library skills workshops
and curriculum-based tech research.
●◆ 4th Grade: LITT-oriented mini-courses.
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Gan Ilan
Gan Ilan is our magical
rooftop garden where
children are nurtured as
they nurture beautiful
things to grow. We
are proud to partner
with GrowTorah, which
develops educational
Torah garden programs
for Jewish schools and
communal organizations. Together we aim to
cultivate a more passionate, compassionate, and
sustainable future driven by Torah values. Grades
1-4 visit Gan Ilan weekly and plant everything
from grape vines to flowers. Lessons, led by
Farmer Yosef Gillers, who brings his expertise in
environmental education and its connection with
Torah, are anchored on scientific hypotheses,
specific pasukim or midrash, related children’s
literature, or around art concepts. Students
explore questions such as: What is our role in
nature? “L’ovdah Ul’shomra”: What does it mean
to work and protect the land? Gan Ilan donates
90% of our produce to food pantries in the Bronx
and Bergen County.

STEM & SCIENCE
We offer a wide array of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) opportunities
to better prepare our students of all ages for the 21st century. STEM activities range from
curricular enhancements within the classrooms to specialties during the school day and
electives offered as after-school programming.

ELC
Kindergarten: STEM lessons surrounding curricular content of chagim and parsha are
taught.
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Lower School
Fairy Tale Engineering in Grades 1 & 2: After reading a short fairy tale or story, students
are challenged to solve a problem presented in the literature using simple engineering
skills.
Coding and Robotics in Grades 1-5: Students program puzzles, robots, stories, and
animations using block-based coding software, encouraging planning, collaboration,
logical thinking, and problem solving.
Makerspace Units in Grades 1-3: Students build and create using simple materials as
they explore topics such as simple machines, forces, energy and cause/effect.
Science Curriculum in Grades 1-3: Students explore topics in Earth/Space, Life and
Physical Science.
STEM Integrated Science Curriculum in Grades 4 & 5: Students work in small groups
with both our Science and STEM teachers to engage in various activities including coding,
robotics, 3D design, circuitry, engineering, and spreadsheets.

Middle School
STEM Curriculum in Grades 6-8: Students will be
introduced to the maker movement with design
challenges that will help make the world a better
place.
Inquiry-Based Science Curriculum in Grades 6 & 7:
Physical Science (Gr. 6) and Life Science (Gr. 7) are
taught by posing real world questions and solving
through hands-on activities, laboratory experiments,
small group discussions, and science reading.
Engineering Curriculum in Grade 8: Students are
immersed in the engineering design process as
they study various fields of engineering such as
materials, civil, and aerospace. Chemistry, physics,
and engineering concepts are highlighted as they
relate to the units of study.
Other STEM Opportunities include:
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●◆ STEM Family Challenge Day (Grades 1-5)

●◆ First Lego League Competition (Grades 6-8)

●◆ STEM After-Schools (K-Grade 4)		

●◆ Parent/Child STEM Workshops (Grade 4-5)
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Learning to Look (K - Grade 5)
SAR’s “Learning to Look” art program, taught by trained
parent and grandparent volunteers, uses an interactive
approach to teach the basic elements of art to young
children. The children can then relate what they learn
in “Learning to Look” to what they are studying in Social
Studies, Science, Music and English. As a culminating
event at the end of the year, we take students to one of
the New York City art museums to see firsthand some of
the famous works they studied during the year.

Grade 5 Electives & Middle School Electives
Once a week, all 5th Grade and, separately, Middle School students can participate
in enrichment opportunities beyond the curriculum. We offer a wide range of choices
including athletics, art, music, and Torah learning.

In-School Events
We are eager to welcome parents and extended family back in-person to SAR Academy to
honor milestones and special programs throughout the year. We will continue to heed the
advice of our Medical Advisory Committee but anticipate that vaccinated family members
will be able to attend such events in person while we will continue to livestream such
programs for those who can not be present.
Dates for special programs can be found on the school calendar, which is available on SAR’s
website (www.saracademy.org). Below is a list of several Lower School events planned for
the coming year, milestones we hope to welcome you to share with your child:.

Grade 1: Siddur Play, Math Fair
Grade 2: C
 humash Play,
Celebration of Reading
Grade 3: W
 acky Wax Museum,
Rashi Breakfast
Grade 4: N
 avi Celebration,
American History Program
Grade 5: Leil Dor L’Dor
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School Trips
We are eager to re-introduce school trips
throughout the 2021-22 school year.
Students may embark on various field trips,
which help bring their classroom curricula to
life, including visits to museums, zoos, parks,
gardens, courthouses and parades as well as
other locations in order to take their studies
from theory to practice.

Overnight Trips
In the coming school year, we are
hopeful students and teachers in
Grades 5-8 will resume attending the
overnight grade-wide trips that foster
great bonding, camaraderie and
pride in their accomplishments as a
group from SAR. Experiences may
include learning about nature, teambuilding, sports, tefilla, divrei Torah,
sightseeing, and more. Sixth Graders
typically enjoy a Shabbaton at SAR,
the 7th Grade students participate
in a Yachad Shabbaton, and the 8th
Graders’ overnight trip includes a
Shabbat in the community where they
are visiting.
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Rosh Chodesh, Special Commemorations and Chagim
Every Rosh Chodesh, we strive to create an environment that celebrates the unique spirit
of the day. We ask students to dress in blue and white (on the first day of Rosh Chodesh
when it is two days) on these days.
We also plan special programming for each Chag, plus Yom Ha’atzmaut, Yom HaZikaron
and Yom HaShoah. Our Fridays on the Steps are always a wonderful way to come together
before we say goodbye for Shabbat.
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In-School Celebrations
Birthday Parties:
Simple in-school birthday parties for children in the ELC are held in class at a time
scheduled by you and your child’s teacher. We anticipate that for the immediate future,
fully vaccinated parents will be invited to attend these celebrations in person. Students
are invited to bring a packaged snack for the class that carries kosher certification from
the OU, OK, Star-K, Kof-K or the Vaad HaRabonim of Riverdale or Westchester. Healthy
snack options are encouraged, and no homemade foods may be brought in for parties.
Please be certain that all food items brought to school comply with our peanut & tree nut
policy.

In School-Bar / Bat Mitzvah Celebrations:
We are happy to facilitate in-school smachot, either in the minyan or the women’s tefillah.
The following in-school guidelines ensure we can celebrate in the safest way possible:
●◆ Vaccinated family members may attend
the in-school simcha.
●◆ Some in-school simcha celebration
options include:
 var Torah in Class or Tefillah Group
	○●●◆ D

	○●●◆ Torah Reading
	○●●◆ Aliya
	○●●◆ Hanachat Tefillin
	○●●◆ Homeroom Gift Presentation
	○●●◆ Tefillah Gift Presentation
●◆ If you would like, you may purchase food for your child’s grade, which will be individually
wrapped and shared with the entire grade. No outside food will be permitted. To arrange
for an in-school bar or bat mitzvah celebration, please contact Adina Steinberg at
barbatmitzvah@saracademy.org.
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Out-of-School Celebrations
As progress is made in our fight against Covid, we are eager to see our community
celebrate important milestones in-person. We will continue to yield to the guidance of our
medical advisory committee, the CDC and state and city departments of health. These
guidelines aim to balance the primacy of safety with the joyful reality that we are now able
to resume certain elements of our smachot safely.
When planning any celebration, please follow health guidelines. Additionally, please
keep in mind that upholding the religious values of our school and having sensitivity to
the personal observance of others is paramount. It is equally important to uphold the
school’s standards of kashrut and only have food, including candy and sweets, which
have certification from a nationally or locally recognized kashrut organization (see sources
above).

Birthday Parties
As SAR is concerned for the well-being of each child, academically, socially and
emotionally, when scheduling a party or an outing, please review your invitee list carefully.
Parties should either include all children from a class (or all the girls or all the boys) or just
a few friends. Excluding a small number of children can adversely affect the entire class.

Bar and Bat Mitzvah Celebrations
The bar/bat mitzvah years are a pivotal time in the growth and development of our
children. These experiences and achievements are special for each individual child, and
they provide an important venue for bonding amongst the classes as students celebrate
one of the most important Jewish milestones.
While every simcha is a unique reflection of the family celebrating, we ask the following:
●◆ The tone of your simcha should be in harmony with the hashkafa of SAR, ensuring that all
students and parents feel comfortable. Celebrations should joyfully center on Talmud
Torah, chesed and commitment to mitzvot.
●◆ When scheduling, please continue to follow city, state and school health guidelines
when planning your event. As we continue to navigate the pandemic we encourage
families to host smaller and outdoor events when possible.
●◆ Please communicate transparently with invitees, and request indoor masking for
unvaccinated participants.
●◆ Please refer to our Bar/Bat Mitzvah guidelines for more information.
●◆ In order to avoid conflicts with other families’ smachot, please schedule your out-ofschool celebration with Ali Bloom at barbatmitzvah@saracademy.org.
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Special Bar and Bat Mitzvah Learning at SAR
5th grade girls and 6th Grade boys are invited to a special evening program with their
teachers, administrators and parents to learn about the significance of this special time
and to review guidelines for in-school and out-of-school celebrations. We also conduct
monthly evening learning programs for parents and students who are in their bar/bat
mitzvah year:
●◆ Matan Bat Mitzvah Program
	○●●◆ 6
 th Grade girls and their parents are invited to learn about Jewish women through the
ages using multi-disciplinary methods that incorporate text study along with drama,
art and music.
●◆ Bar Mitzvah and Beyond
	○●●◆ 7
 th Grade boys and their parents are invited to participate in this program to deepen
their understanding of what it means to become a bar mitzvah by answering the
“Whats, Whys and Hows” of this important milestone.
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EXTRACURRICULAR AND AFTER-SCHOOL
PROGRAMS
What Can My Child Do After School?
After-School Activities:
SAR offers a wide range of after-school activities
that are available to students in Kindergarten
through Grade 8. These programs provide
perfect ways to socialize, have fun and learn
something new. Since the after-school programs
are designed to be age-appropriate, available
activities vary by grade level. Activities are
offered for two sessions, September to February
and February to June, each requiring a new
registration.
For students in Grades K-5 enrolled in afterschool classes, transportation is available to
most areas. You must register your child for this
bus service. For further information regarding
after-school activities, please contact Chavie
Wilner at ext. 1209 or cwilner@saracademy.org.
We also offer Tzaharon, after-school care in the
ELC for students in 2N, 3N, 4N and Kindergarten
(Monday-Thursday). This program allows parents
to extend their child’s day until 5:00 PM MondayThursday (at an additional charge). Students will be engaged in 2-3 movement activities
such as sports, music, and dance. A snack is also provided. Please contact Shira Kroll at
ext. 1215 or at elcoffice@saracademy.org for more information.
Sports Teams:
SAR Academy sports teams provide an opportunity for students to learn sportsmanship,
respect, responsibility, loyalty, commitment, teamwork, dedication and fair play.
Participation on an SAR Academy athletic team is both a responsibility and a privilege.
We offer a variety of teams for students in Grades 6-8. Practices take place after school
and for some teams, on Sundays. In a typical year, each team plays approximately ten
inter-school games followed by playoffs. For further information about SAR sports teams,
please email Ken Gleason at kgleason@saracademy.org.
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HOW DO I STAY CONNECTED WITH SAR?
Website: www.saracademy.org
●◆ In addition to the calendar, news and photos, the SAR website provides access to the
Parent Portal.
	○●●◆ T
 o log in, you will need your username and password, which is the primary email and
password that you set yourself.
	○●●◆ O
 n the Parent Portal, you can view anecdotals and electronic medical forms, and you
can submit transportation changes for your children.
●◆ Email Communication: Though we have several avenues to communicate with you,
please note that most SAR communications are sent via email. Please keep us informed
of any changes to your email (or street) address by calling the Business Office at ext. 1202.
The following communications are sent throughout the school year to alert and remind
you of SAR happenings, including school trips, early dismissals, grade-wide events, and
school-wide events.
	○●●◆ D
 aily Digest: Monday through Thursday
	○●●◆ W
 eekly Digest: Sunday morning

Chadashot
This weekly newsletter is sent via email every Friday to give you an inside taste of the
learning and activities of the week, from the ELC through the Middle School.

Social Media
Stay up-to-date with day-to-day school happenings through social media, specifically,
Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. In addition, you can also follow us on YouTube and
LinkedIn.

SAR Academy Text Message Hotline
We are excited to introduce a text messaging hotline where you can easily and conveniently
communicate with us via text; we are here to help answer your questions and be in touch
with any updates via text message. The number is 914-222-0040. Send us a message and
let us know how we can help you!
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Communicating with Teachers
To connect with a teacher, please send an email. The SAR website includes staff contact
info. Teachers will attempt to respond to any messages within 24 hours. If you have an
urgent issue and an immediate response is required, please call the appropriate academic
office (ELC: ext. 1215, Grades 1-8: ext. 1209). Children are not permitted to use the phone
during the day except for emergency phone calls from the office.

Emergency Communication System
In the event of a schoolwide emergency, SAR will notify parents via an emergency
communication system. Parents will automatically receive a phone call, text and an
email through this system should an emergency arise. For any questions regarding our
emergency communication system, please contact comms@saracademy.org.

Day of Learning
Families can now sponsor a Day of Learning at SAR to commemorate a yahrzeit; learn
in the merit of a loved one’s refuah shlemah; honor a parent, teacher, leader, or friend;
or celebrate a simcha. It is a wonderful way to model by example the value we place in
learning and give meaning to our acts of tzedakah. The Day of Learning is acknowledged
through an announcement at school and posted digital signage throughout the buildings.
For more information, please contact Sara Hasson at sara.hasson@saracademy.org or at
ext. 1300. Click here to sponsor a Day of Learning
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HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?
Parent Association
The SAR Parent Association is dedicated to supporting and enhancing the educational and
social environment at SAR and works throughout the year on various fundraising, social,
and educational events. Parents can get as involved as they have time or willingness to
commit. Lead a project, join a committee, help raise money, or just give a few hours of
time. Opportunities include:
●◆ Mentoring Program for New Families
●◆ Grade Representatives
●◆ Annual Book Fair
●◆ Parenting Lecture Series
●◆ Chanukah Gelt and Mishloach Manot programs
●◆ Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration
●◆ ELC Night
To learn more about the Parent Association and
to volunteer, please visit the Parent Involvement
page on the SAR website or email ParentAssoc@
saracademy.org. Parent Association President:
Avigail Sugarman.

The SAR Development Office
The SAR Development Office, located in the atrium of the Academy building, works with
parents and grandparents to ensure that everyone feels part of the SAR community
and has an opportunity to participate in its success. The Development Team works
with the Parent Association on programming opportunities, and helps to find volunteer
opportunities that match the interests and talents of our parents and grandparents, runs
events that embrace the community and advance the mission of the school. Importantly,
they are also dedicated to raising critical funds for our tuition assistance program, capital
projects, and special opportunities that help to create the extraordinary SAR experience
for all our students.
To learn more about the Development Office, volunteer, or find out more about charitable
opportunities, please contact Heidi Greenbaum at hgreenbaum@saracademy.org,
718.548.1717 x1256 or Sara Hasson, sara.hasson@saracademy.org, 718-548-1717 x1300.
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Board of Education
The Board of Education is a parent advisory committee with two purposes:

1) to offer parental perspectives on educational issues that the administration is

debating.

2) to bring ideas and concerns of parents to the administration’s attention.
These concerns are of a general nature rather than child/teacher-specific.
The Board typically meets once a month. You can contact the Board of Education
at boardofed@saracademy.org. Chair of SAR Academy Board of Education:
Deborah (Greenberg) David (AC ‘78)
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WHO DO I CONTACT FOR...?
Admissions

Liz Spevack

lspevack@saracademy.org

x1251

After School Activities

Chavie Wilner

cwilner@saracademy.org

x1209

Attendance/
Late Arrival

Chavie Wilner (Gr. 1-8)
Shira Kroll(ELC)

absent@saracademy.org

x1209
x1215

Busing &
Transportation

Seth Botnick

transportation@saracademy.org

x1233

Chadashot

Liz Spevack

chadashot@saracademy.org

X1251

Chavie Wilner (Gr. 1-5)

cwilner@saracademy.org

x1209

Shira Kroll (ELC)

elcoffice@saracademy.org

x1215

Change of Dismissal
Communications &
Marketing
Educational Support
Services

Yael Baker
Tara Eisenberg

comms@saracademy.org

x1231
x1284

Adina Shrage

ashrage@saracademy.org

x1424

Heidi Greenbaum

hgreenbaum@saracademy.org

x1300

Sara Hasson

sara.hasson@saracademy.org

x1256

Esther Bacharach

nurses@saracademy.org

x1226

Maggie Listhaus

elcnurse@saracademy.org

x1246

Avigail Sugarman

parentassoc@saracademy.org

Shifra Landowne

slandowne@sarhighschool.org

x1524

Rachel Mandelbaum

rmandelbaum@sarhighschool.org

x1576

Scholarship
Information

Debra May

debra@saracademy.org

x1209

Tuition Payments &
Facts Scheduling

Angela Renaldo

arenaldo@saracademy.org

x1259

Fundraising &
Development
Opportunities
Medical
SAR Parent
Association

SAR HS Admissions

Text for assistance at any time to our SAR Text Messaging Hotline 914-222-0040
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A WHO’S
WHO AT
SAR ACADEMY
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ADMINISTRATION
Rabbi Binyamin Krauss Principal
kraussb@saracademy.org
“If you count my three years as a student (‘81-’84), this year marks my 20th year at SAR!
I feel proud that it is as full of joy now as it was for me as a new middle school student.”
Rabbi Binyamin Krauss has served as the Principal of SAR Academy, a Modern Orthodox co-educational day
school, since 2005. He has a degree in Philosophy from Yeshiva University and received Rabbinic Ordination
from the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary. He served as Vice President of The Ronald S. Lauder
Foundation from 1999-2005. Based in Germany, Rabbi Krauss established schools and other educational
programs for Jewish students in Eastern and Central Europe, including the Lauder Morijah School in Cologne,
Germany, and the Lauder School in Zagreb, Croatia. He also served as professor of Talmud at the University
of Heidelberg. Rabbi Krauss also serves on the Board of the Van Cortlandt Park Alliance.

Alana Rifkin Gelnick

Associate Principal, ELC
agelnick@saracademy.org

“I feel so passionate about growing children and making sure that nothing stands in
the way of them reaching their full potential under my watch!”
Since taking the position as Director of the ELC, Alana has continued its longstanding legacy by infusing it with a
loving and nurturing Jewish environment while also embracing a play-based model for educating and growing
its children. Under Alana’s leadership, the ELC has undergone a state-of-the-art building construction, designed
to perfectly incorporate all of the progressive ideals that underscore the ELC’s vision. Alana has been the ELC
Director for 7 years after spending several years teaching and as a reading specialist at SAR Academy. Alana
earned her Masters from Bank Street College of Education with a focus in Literacy and General Education.
Throughout her career, Alana has participated in Professional Development programs like the Paradigm Project
and ELAI (Educational Leadership Advancement Initiative). A married mother of three, Alana resides in Great Neck, NY.

Sharon Richter

Associate Principal, Judaic Studies Grades 1-5
srichter@saracademy.org

“Walking into a space with no walls and lots of light every morning, reminds me of the
limitless potential of every person in this sacred and joyous place called SAR.”
Sharon Richter (Morah Sarah) has been the Lower School Associate Principal of Judaic Studies since 2005.
She began her career at SAR in 1986 as a Judaic Studies teacher after receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in Judaic
Studies from Yeshiva University. Sarah is committed to building a community of shared leadership and reflective
practitioners and believes that a nurturing environment, explicit instruction and hard work enables each student
and teacher to reach great heights. Sarah is passionate about immersing students in an Ivrit b’Ivrit environment
where their proficiency in Hebrew will deepen their love for Israel and further their understanding of and
connection to Jewish texts and Talmud Torah. Her Parashat haShavua series for students reflects understanding
that Torah guides who we are in all of our interactions and how we hold ourselves in the world. Her inspirational
“Spiritual Sparks” workshops facilitate the enhancement of families’ celebrations of Shabbat and Chagim and
the integration of parenting and Torah values.
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Beth Pepper Associate Principal, General Studies, Grades 1-5
bpepper@saracademy.org
“I love greeting children each morning as they arrive, building community, and having
the privilege to make a difference every day. There’s nothing more inspiring than
helping them grow as people and thinkers!”
Beth has been the Associate Principal of General Studies for the Lower School since 2012. She holds a
Bachelor’s Degree from Barnard College as well as a Master’s Degree in Education from Bank Street. After
teaching at the Abraham Joshua Heschel School for five years, Beth came to SAR as a 2nd Grade General
Studies teacher in 2001. Since joining the administrative team, she has had a particular focus on integrating
expository writing and Singapore Math into the curriculum, as well as an interest in formative assessment and
responsive classroom practices. Beth is committed to cultivating a community of learners among students
and colleagues who are reflective, passionate about engaging in meaningful and challenging work, and
believe that everyone can grow with hard work and perseverance.

Rebecca Ostro Nagata

Associate Principal, Middle School
rnagata@saracademy.org

“I love the infamous ‘SAR buzz’ of learning and growing that fills the building, being
surrounded by the energy of middle schoolers and by the tremendous commitment
and talent of the middle school team.”
Rebecca is beginning her 7th year as Associate Principal in the middle school. Passionate about middle school
education and progressive pedagogy, Rebecca started her career in the NYC public schools, and before coming
to SAR was the principal of a 6-12 school in Brooklyn, NY. Since coming to SAR, she has worked to create a warm,
responsive, developmentally appropriate learning environment for the middle school students, implementing
measures such as an advisory program, a health and wellness curriculum, and student-centered instruction.
Rebecca and her husband, Shlomo Nagata, live in North Riverdale with their three children - twins, Talya and
Noa and Shai. All three children attend SAR and the Nagata family cherishes being a part of the SAR community,
sporting black and yellow swag as frequently as possible!

Chaya Fine

Director of STEM Initiatives, Science Curriculum
cfine@saracademy.org

“Each year brings new and exciting opportunities for professional and personal
growth as we are continually challenged to reflect upon, adapt, and improve our
skills, classroom content, and instruction.”
Chaya serves as director of STEM Initiatives for K-8, MS Science Department Chair, 7th Grade Science Teacher,
and is a 6-8th Grade Health Ed Presenter. She graduated with a B.A. Summa Cum Laude from Stern College in
1995 and Albert Einstein College of Medicine in 2000 M.D., earning the Glasgow-Rubin Achievement Award for
the top 10% of women in the graduating class. Chaya decided to pursue teaching rather than a medical career and
began working at SAR in September 2002. She completed the Jewish New Teacher Project Mentoring Program
and served as mentor to a number of new teachers. Chaya is married to Dr. Samson Fine and lives in Riverdale. She
has four children, Azriel (AC’11), Yonatan (AC ’14), Neima (AC ‘17) and Yedidya (AC ‘22), all students and graduates
of SAR Academy.
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Ora Muschel

Director, Pisgah
omuschel@saracademy.org

“As a teacher, I value the importance of making sure all students are given the support
they need to climb their own personal mountains. I feel honored to have the opportunity
to support them as the new Director of Pisgah.”
Ora Muschel has taught in SAR Academy for 13 years. She has a joint masters in General and Special Education
and NYS certification in Special Education. Ora taught in the inclusion classroom for three years. She values
developing close relationships with her students and strives to make the curriculum meaningful for each of her
students. Ora is looking forward to collaborating with the Pisgah staff while nurturing the students’ academic and
social-emotional growth. Ora lives in Clifton, NJ with her husband and 4 children.
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SPECIALTIES
Sharon Black

Director of the ARTS & Enrichment Program
sblack@saracademy.org

“I love that at SAR actualizing creative dreams is possible.”
As Director of the ARTS & Enrichment, Sharon leads SAR Academy’s Art, Music. Library, and Gan Ilan
Departments as well as its school-wide Theme of the Year, Adult Ed Arts Institute, and other Arts-related
school programs. She is a proud author of The Wisdom of A Starry Night-Using the Power of Great Art for SelfAwareness published by Barnes & Noble Publishing and More Than Four Questions-Inviting Children’s Voices
to the Seder published by Ben Yehuda Press. Sharon previously served as Editor-In-Chief of Tzaddik Magazine
and its “Life Lessons” memoir columnist and have published numerous educational articles including, “Equal
Opportunity Excellence, Enrichment Education For All” and “On Seeing.” She is the mother of SAR alumni and
grandmother to current students.

Jenny Horowitz

Director, Physical Education
jhorowitz@saracademy.org

“I have the unique blessing of being one of the few teachers lucky enough to see our
students through the whole SAR experience; I get to see them try new skills and grow
socially, emotionally and physically from the time they’re little ones through 8th Grade.”
Jenny has been the Physical Education (PE) Director for the last 25 years at SAR Academy where she has
designed and developed a program under the philosophy of “Skills That Last a Lifetime”. She supervises the
PE staff and makes sure that our students learn how to use fitness and sports as an avenue to build confidence,
social connections, and physical skills. Originally from Charleston, Jenny made her Division 1 college basketball
team but made the choice to not compete. She received her B.S. from the College of Charleston in Physical
Education with a minor in health and completed a Master’s Degree from Lehman College in Recreation Therapy
and Business. She is also certified in areas including nutrition, fitness trainer, Physical Best Trainer, CPR for the
Professional Rescuer, and First Aid. Jenny lives in New Rochelle with her husband Barry and daughters Samantha
(AC ‘16, HS ‘20), Megan (AC 19), and Elizabeth (Lizzie) (AC ‘22), are all proud graduates.

Ken Gleason

Athletic Director
kgleason@saracademy.org

“I have been lucky to call SAR my work home throughout all of this time; it is its own
family and everyone is always there when you need them.”
Ken began teaching with the Physical Education team at SAR in 2012. Since then, Ken has also coached the boys
8th Grade basketball team and has had the opportunity to be the Athletic Director for the last two years which
means he oversees all aspects of the after-school sports programs (basketball, hockey, soccer). Being a graduate
of Manhattan College and a baseball player for most of his life, Ken has had the pleasure of having many amazing
coaches and mentors which led him to want to be a part of the teaching and athletic field himself.
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GUIDANCE
Dr. Shoshana Dachs

Psychologist, ELC
sdachs@saracademy.org

“I feel super passionate about SAR’s mission of supporting the whole child and hope
my work reflects my belief that understanding the family and school context is critical
to the process of facilitating change for each individual student.”
Shoshana works closely with students, teachers, parents and related service providers to support our youngest
members of the SAR community and their families. Aside from helping to coordinate special education services
for students, collaborating with teachers to design and implement modifications for students in the classroom,
and participating in the admissions process for our ELC students, one of her roles is to provide parent guidance
and consultation with regard to child development and mental health for students in the ELC and beyond.
Shoshana has worked in a variety of settings over the last 20 years, including schools, hospitals, and mental
health clinics and in private practice. She holds a Psy.D. in Clinical/School Psychology from New York University.
She is also the proud parent of two SAR students.

Dr. Adina Shrage

Director of Guidance, Psychologist, Gr. 1-2
ashrage@saracademy.org

“I love working at SAR because I get to help many children reach their full potential.
I also love that I get to see my own children regularly.”
Adina has been a member of the SAR Academy guidance team for 15 years. She works closely with our First and
Second Grade teachers, students and families and oversees our Department of Education Providers including
Speech and Language therapists, Occupational therapists, Physical therapists, and Counseling providers. Adina
meets with and evaluates all 1st-5th Grade applicants to SAR Academy. She graduated from Ferkauf Graduate
School with a Doctorate in Psychology in 2008. Adina lives in White Plains, NY with her husband Ari and four
children who are all proud SAR Academy students.

Shani Gold, LCSW

Guidance Counselor, Grades 3-4
sgold@saracademy.org

“I love the relationships I’ve established over the years with students, families, and
teachers. It is a joy to work in a school that values kindness, creativity and collaboration.”
Shani is a licensed clinical social worker who has been working professionally with children for over three
decades and joined the Guidance Department at SAR 21 years ago. An SAR alumnus herself, Shani brings to
her position an intimate understanding of the school. Using her practical knowledge of child development, she
works collaboratively with teachers on issues impacting the classroom and joins class meetings to teach socialemotional lessons. Shani gets to know students individually and during “lunch bunch” groups, where she uses
games, drama, and projects to help connect children to one another and to work on teamwork, cooperation,
and problem solving. She also enjoys forming relationships with parents and consulting with them about their
children’s needs.
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Ruthie Stavsky, MSW

Guidance Counselor, Grade 5
rstavsky@saracademy.org

“I love the inclusive, non-judgemental energy that permeates through the school and the
community at large. There is no place like SAR.”
Ruthie Stavsky has been a guidance counselor in our Middle School for more than 15 years. In September
2021 she began serving as the guidance counselor in 5th Grade. As guidance counselor, Ruthie interacts with
the students individually and in a group. Her goal is to get to know each student and for them to get to know
her! Ruthie strives to build a trusting relationship with the students, teachers, administrators and the parents
with the overarching goal of helping students be the best they can be. Through formal and informal avenues,
connections are strengthened and goals are created so that the students build self esteem, alleviate stress
and succeed both academically, socially and emotionally.

Dr. Hilary Buff

Psychologist, Middle School
hbuff@saracademy.org

“I am honored to work within a community that defines v’ahavta l’reacha kamocha.”
For over 25 years, Hilary Buff has been a noteworthy leader in the field of psychology and education. Driven by
her passion for helping children, parents and educators she takes pride in providing the most comprehensive
psychological support possible. Hilary utilizes her doctorate and experience in clinical psychology and her Masters
in education and training in Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, and Dialectical Behavior Therapy when assisting
others. She has a broad range of clinical experiences working in outpatient speciality clinics, children’s hospitals,
crisis intervention, schools, and nonprofits. As a SAR middle school guidance counselor, Hilary is committed to
supporting and empowering students, parents and staff on a daily basis. She is the proud parent of two SAR
Academy children.

Dr. Michelle Sarna

Psychologist , Middle School
msarna@saracademy.org

“I’m passionate about contributing to a team that is invested in supporting and empowering
children and families to thrive-spiritually, personally, academically, and emotionally by
creating a community that is nurturing, supportive, stimulating, and inspiring.”
Michelle Sarna is a licensed psychologist supporting SAR Middle School students, faculty, and parents
through both community wide initiatives and intensive individualized interventions empowering students
to grow academically, emotionally, and socially. She develops curricula and offers trainings to teachers,
promoting evidence-based strategies and systemic collaboration. She has over twenty years of educational
and therapeutic experience across different developmental stages, from early childhood to emerging
adulthood. Michelle received her Phd in School Psychology and M.S. in Education from Fordham University
followed by a post-doc at NYU School of Law, blending her passions for direct service and policy. Michelle
lives in downtown Manhattan with her husband and 6 children all of whom have attended SAR.
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Lauryn Weiser

Student Learning Center
lweiser@saracademy.org

“I’m passionate about contributing to a team that is invested in supporting and
empowering children and families to thrive- spiritually, personally, academically, and
emotionally by creating a community that is nurturing, supportive, stimulating, and
inspiring.”
This is Lauryn’s 23rd year at SAR where she now coordinates both the middle school student learning center
and middle school admissions. Lauryn is always available to assist in navigating all paths with the end goal of
creating opportunities for success for all types of learners. She lives in New Rochelle, and her three children
are all graduates of SAR Academy.

Judith Block

Government Relations Coordinator
jblock@saracademy.org

“My favorite thing about my job is knowing that I have helped students get the support
they need to be most successful in school.”
Judith has been working at SAR Academy since 2012 and serves as the school’s liaison with the NYC Department
of Education. She is charged with managing the IESP process from referral to review meeting, including students’
annual meetings, re-evaluations and triennials as well as coordinating all DOE services in school. Judith is on hand
whenever parents need any help navigating the DOE systems. Additionally, she coordinates administration of NYS
regents exam. Judith’s three children have all graduated from SAR Academy - Joseph (AC ‘14, HS ‘18), Isaac (AC
‘17, HS ‘21), Tamar (AC ‘20)
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Adina Steinberg Director of Operations and Student Life, Middle School
asteinberg@saracademy.org
“My favorite moments at school are those when the educational and the camp-ness
blend like one - especially when the whole school is gathered together.”
Adina Steinberg is the Middle School Director of Operations and Student Life. She has been teaching math and
Tanach to SAR middle school students for 15 years. Adina’s has also served as a senior staff member of Camp
Moshava IO, Moshava Bair and most recently, Camp Ramah Nyack as co-head of the shiur department. Adina
is a proud and active member of her shul, the Hebrew Institute of White Plains. She earned a Masters degree
in Education from the Azrieli School at Yeshiva University, and studied Math and Bible in her undergraduate
studies at Stern College. She enjoys competitive sports, YA novels, is the lead singer of a garage band and
lives in White Plains with her husband Aaron, and three young children who all attend SAR.

Ailie Schmulowitz

Student Activities Coordinator
aschmulowitz@saracademy.org

“My favorite part of my job is being able to work on ‘the fun things that happen in
SAR!’”
Ailie joined SAR in 2010. She has previously taught in the ELC, Grade 1 and Grade 2 but is currently Student
Activities Coordinator (9th year) for the Lower School. Additionally, Ailie oversees many school-wide projects, from
special programming, events, Friday on the Steps, trips, and activities. She is also behind the scenes managing
registration for everything from Parent Teacher Conferences to After-School Activities as well as the distribution of
anecdotals. Previously Ailie was the assistant program director of Camp Mesorah for 6 years. Ailie’s husband Rabbi
Seth is a middle school teacher and three of her children attend SAR!

Shira Kroll

ELC Office Administrator
elcoffice@saracademy.org

“I love beginning every day by greeting the (240) smiling faces as they enter the doors
of the ELC.”
You can typically find Shira in the ELC office where she serves as a liaison between the faculty and the
administration. Shira is responsible for scheduling programming throughout the school year and collaborating
with the lower and middle school. She oversees the ELC after-school program, Tzaharon and is behind many fun
and meaningful experiences for our students. Shira iis married to Danny (SAR High School Assistant Principal) and
has four children who are current students at SAR Academy - Rayli, Talia, Rikki, and Solly.
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Ali Bloom

Middle School Dean of Students and Community Engagement
ali.bloom@saracademy.org

“Every day at SAR is a new adventure that I’m thrilled to share with my students and
colleagues. There’s no place in the world like SAR!”
Ali Bloom is the Middle School Dean of Students and Community Engagement. She has been teaching Humanities
in the Middle School for the past 20 years and most recently added Tanach to her repertoire. For the last 12 years,
Ali has spent her summers as a Camp Parent at Moshava IO, where she continues to take care of many members
of the SAR community. With her passion for learning and growth of all kinds, Ali works closely with the rest of
the Middle School team to help students maximize every moment of the SAR experience both in and out of the
classroom. Ali also focuses on helping families with transition moments such as the entry to Middle School, Bar
and Bat mitzvah celebrations, and the high school application process. She is the program director of the Yom
Hazikaron tekes and the 8th grade graduation, and she’s been known to write songs for retiring colleagues and
dinner programs. Ali loves long walks, reading, coffee, and chocolate, and her favorite day of the year is the Salute
to Israel parade. She is married to Daniel and is the proud mom of Ami (AC 14, HS 18), Oshi (AC 14, HS 18), Judah
(AC 17, HS 21), and Nina (AC 22).
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NURSES
Esther Bacharach Academy School Nurse
nurses@saracademy.org
“What I love about my job is getting to see the sweet faces of these kids every day,
plus the staff is like family to me. I take great nachat getting to see everyone grow up
into amazing productive adults!”
Esther has been our school nurse for more than 23 years where she takes care of every student with great
love and care. Her responsibilities include managing the overall health and safety of children, faculty and
staff and she does it all with great compassion and attention. Nurse Esther monitors health records including
immunizations and ensures that we maintain the health and safety of the school on a daily basis. She is
trained in Covid testing and works to ensure our medical policies and procedures are enforced. Esther has
a BSN and RN degree, and has been in pediatric nursing for many years, including as the head of a camp
infirmary for 10 years.

Maggie Listhaus

ELC School Nurse
elcnurse@saracademy.org

“I simply love working at SAR because it’s the happiest place on earth!”
Nurse Maggie is our ELC nurse where she cares for our youngest children with great attention. This may include
students who don’t feel well or may get hurt, those with allergies or asthma, and she is also responsible for
ensuring all forms and immunizations are up to date. Maggie handles ELC Covid testing, ensures allergy safety
with the teachers and kitchen staff, checks and maintains medical equipment around the ELC (AE and EpiPens),
providing/making medical bags for field trips, collaborating with nurse Esther and the rest of the medical team for
covid policies and procedures. Maggie graduated from NYU for her Bachelors degree and also for a Master’s in
nursing after working in between as a nurse for three years. She previously worked as a NICU nurse and then in a
pediatric office and then as a nurse practitioner for a dermatology group. Maggie lives in Riverdale and has three
children who will all be attending SAR this year.
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DEVELOPMENT
Heidi Greenbaum

Director of Development
hgreenbaum@saracademy.org

“Working in the Development Office means you get to work with and know so many
parents and grandparents in the school -- which is an awesome part of the work. That
together with knowing that the best of Jewish education is being extended to so many
students, makes this job really great!”
For the last decade plus, Heidi has been the Director of Development at SAR Academy/SAR High School involved
in many aspects of school life. Her focus of responsibility is fundraising for the operating and capital needs of
the school. Together with the team in the Development Office, they plan and execute many of the community
and parent programs in the school that fund the Scholarship Fund and the many other initiatives that make the
school unique and special. Prior to SAR, Heidi worked in various roles in the private sector ranging from computer
programmer to marketing consultant, at companies including Merrill Lynch, Prodigy, and a boutique consulting
firm in Westchester. Heidi and her husband Scott reside in New Rochelle. Their children all graduated from SAR-Derek (AC ‘04, HS ‘08), Shelby (AC ‘05, HS ‘09) and Alex Reich, Cory (AC ‘08, HS ‘12) and Drew (AC ‘15, HS ‘19). The
newest member of the family is Sonny Myer Reich, Heidi’s first grandchild!

Sara Hasson Associate Director of Development
sara.hasson@saracademy.org
“I love the enthusiasm of our SAR families -- so many are happy to be involved and
invest in our community. I am humbled every day by witnessing the fruits of our team’s
labor as 1500+ students and 300+ faculty benefit from the support of the SAR family.”
As Associate Director of Development, Sara is responsible for securing grants, engaging, partnering and
activating Academy and High School parents, grandparents, and alumni parents to share their time and
resources with the school so that SAR has the resources it needs to service our community both educationally
and beyond. Sara is married to an SAR alum, Laurence Hasson (‘94) and has four children who are second
generation SAR students, Andrew, Jade, Noa, and one day, baby Chloe.

Heidi Kane

SAR Community Engagement
hkane@saracademy.org

“Each and every day I’m awed and inspired by the partnership, passion, and promise
of the SAR community.”
Heidi is a member of the Development Team committed to raising critical funds for scholarship, capital projects,
and programs for our students. She is an Annual SAR Dinner producer, editor for “Windows,” SAR’s annual report
and the print calendar, and partners with the team and the Parent Association on special events and volunteer
opportunities to engage parents and families. Heidi is married to Michael and has two children, Chandler, a
producer for a global brand experience agency, and Miles, who works at ESPN.
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Tami Tropper
ttropper@saracademy.org
“My favorite day all year is BEE4SAR day when you can typically find me on the
driveway in a tutu and bee antennas giving out goodies!”
You can also find Tami in the Business Office ensuring the development team is a smooth running machine. In
addition to bringing her enthusiasm and evergreen smile, Tami’s responsibilities include coordinating the Annual
Dinner and BEE4SAR day, plus database management, reporting, assisting in all aspects of the school’s Annual
Campaigns and special events including the Anniversary Dinner, and other fundraising initiatives including all gifts,
Days of Learning and special event sponsorships. Tami’s son Eitan attends and loves SAR Academy!
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BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATION OFFICES
Debra May

Executive Director
debra@saracademy.org

“I have literally spent most of my life at SAR- as a student, parent, parent of alumni
and staff member. SAR has been a home for me and for my kids, for so many other
students and staff together -- all making up the amazing community that is SAR!”
Debra May is the Executive Director of SAR. Debra’s work varies and she handles many different aspects of
school back office functions including financial assistance, human resources and operations, to name a few.
Debra is always available to talk in person, by phone, or over email to address any parent or staff concerns or
questions. An alumna of SAR Academy, Debra has spent much of her life at the school. Prior to returning to
SAR 18 years ago as Executive Director, Debra practiced law at Fried, Frank. Debra is the proud mom of two
SAR Academy/HS alumni and one current student entering SAR HS.

Pearl Magence

Director of Finance
pmagence@saracademy.org

“I feel so privileged to be able to work with the amazing leaders of the school and
community”
Pearl is the Director of Finance of SAR. She graduated from Yeshiva University, Sy Syms School of Business with
a degree in accounting. Previously she worked in public accounting in audit and tax, specializing in Non-profit
businesses. She has been with SAR for 7 years and now oversees the Finance Department of the School. She
works very closely with the Executive Director and Principals to ensure that the school runs smoothly and that the
school is in a good financial position. Pearl lives in Teaneck, NJ with her husband Daniel and 4 kids (Alex - AC class
of 22’ , Bailey - AC class of 23’, Charlie - AC class of 26’ and Georgie - AC’ class of 32’ who all attend SAR Academy.

Amy Hyman

Controller
ahyman@saracademy.org

“I love the staff at SAR and how committed and devoted they all are and how they
work together as a team, always willing to help one another out when needed.”
As the school’s Controller, Amy oversees payroll and is always on hand to answer staff questions whether about
payroll or benefits. In addition to assisting the business department with all things from budgeting to personnel
and special projects, Amy is available to answer any questions on the latest offerings to faculty and staff. Amy is
a certified public accountant who has spent her career in the not-for-profit sector. Prior to coming to SAR, Amy
worked in public accounting for six years. She lives in Teaneck with her husband Ryan who also works in the notfor profit sector. Her three children attend(ed) SAR - Avery (AC 18), Zachary (AC 21) and Skylar (AC 23).
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Chavie Wilner

Operations Manager
cwilner@saracademy.org

“SAR has become so much more than my workplace - it has become my family! My
colleagues are my friends and my friends are my colleagues. We work as a team and
care about each other.”
This August marks the beginning of Chavie’s 22nd year at SAR Academy where she serves as Coordinator
of the After School Program, mans the Parent Support Hotline as the point person between parents and
students, providing Immigration Services (where she helps foreign teachers obtain visas to come and teach
at SAR), and helps manage daily school dismissal. Chavie lives in New Rochelle; has 4 adult children; three
of her grandchildren already attend SAR Academy, and both her daughter and daughter-in-law work at the
school.

Seth Botnick

Director of Transportation
sbotnick@saracademy.org

“The best part of working at SAR is seeing the excitement on every child’s face as they
enter the building!”
Seth is a graduate of SAR High School (class of 2008) and joined SAR Academy as a staff member in 2018. He
is currently in charge of transportation at SAR Academy and works on operations, helping to keep everything
moving throughout the day. Seth has a BA in Politics and Social & Public Policy from New York University and an
MBA from Yeshiva University. Don’t be surprised if Seth knows your child’s name - he knows them all and is a great
representation of our family environment!

Liz Spevack

Director of Admissions, Co-Editor Chadashot
lspevack@saracademy.org

“I love introducing prospective families to the magic of SAR and sharing the countless
ways in which our school is an incredible place for children to learn and grow.”
Liz is the Director of Admissions. In this capacity she directs the admissions process from point of inquiry through
registration, including managing inquiries, conducting tours, tracking applications, scheduling interviews, and
maintaining admissions data. Liz is also a co-editor of Chadashot, SAR’s weekly email newsletter, and co-chair of
the steering committee for SAR’s re-accreditation with the New York State Association of Independent Schools.
Liz lives in Riverdale with her husband Dan and has three children - she’s been an SAR parent for 16 years!
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Rebecca Glassberg

Director of Technology
rglassberg@saracademy.org

“I wake up every morning excited to come to SAR, to my second home, and be
challenged in a place where staff and students are encouraged to engage our curiosity
and creativity, think critically, and collaborate with one another.”
Becca is responsible for all technology needs of SAR Academy, including developing and managing the
school’s technology strategy, infrastructure, and functionality. She previously served as a Middle School
teacher for more than 13 years and for the past four years as Director of Educational Technology. She creates
professional development experiences for our faculty and staff that enhance our academic program, all
while ensuring our students’ tech and device needs are identified and met. The support Rebecca and her
team provided to our community as we transitioned to online learning last spring was instrumental in the
success of our students’ virtual school experience. Living in Teaneck, NJ with her husband, children and their
dog, Becca enjoys sharing the SAR experience with her 4 kids, who are all students of the Academy.

Yael Baker

Co-Director of Communications
ybaker@saracademy.org

“To apply my passion and expertise to promote a school at least two generations of
our family have considered home is a professional dream come true -- for the first
time I feel I have a job that fills my heart, not just my days.”
Yael is the Co-Director of Communications at SAR Academy. She works closely with Rabbi Krauss and the
team on all of the school’s internal and external communications and social media channels to tell the SAR
story. Yael has more than 20 years of experience in communications, starting as a journalist and moving
into public relations where she ultimately served as a partner at Finn, the largest, independently owned
global public relations agency. Her experience at Ramah Nyack as Director of Communications solidified her
interest in communications in the field of education. Yael and her husband Cory (AC ‘91) share three children,
all students at SAR.

Tara Eisenberg

Co-Director of Communications
teisenberg@saracademy.org

“I love having the opportunity to work in such a special place with so many incredible
and passionate people.”
Tara Eisenberg is the Co-Director of Communications at SAR Academy. She works closely with Rabbi Krauss and
the team on all of the school’s internal and external communications and social media channels to tell the SAR
story. Tara began her communications career with the Estée Lauder Companies (ELC) as the Executive Assistant
to CEO and makeup artist Bobbi Brown and went on to work in Public Relations for many other beauty brands
ultimately as Executive Director of Global Communications for the Estée Lauder and AERIN Beauty brands. Tara
currently lives in Riverdale with her husband and two children.
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Debra Eis

Administrative Associate
deis@saracademy.org

“I love being a part of the Business Office where I can interact with SAR parents and
students on a daily basis.”
Debra joined SAR Academy in 2012. Her sweet easy going personality, and endless patience, makes the school
forms process run smoothly. Her responsibilities include everything from school registration, transportation
contracts, financial aid, grants, and managing the general SAR database, among so many other duties. She lives in
Riverdale with her husband Adam and two children, Sammy and Emma, both graduates of SAR Academy!

Lea Domestico

Administrative Assistant to the Principal
ldomestico@saracademy.org

“I love seeing the kids on a daily basis and I feed off of their energy. There is so much
enthusiasm throughout this building that it makes the days so much happier and time
flies by.”
Lea works directly with Rabbi Krauss assisting him so he can see to his many responsibilities as Principal of
SAR Academy. Lea is behind the scenes when it comes to the inner workings of the school, assisting with
everything from updating our website, events calendar, lobby screens and assists the communications team
in all internal and external communications. Lea worked in the corporate world for over 20 years and has a
very diverse background but has always wanted to work in a school setting and is grateful for this opportunity.

Sally Oshins

Administrative Assistant
agelnick@saracademy.org

I love seeing SAR students, who have become SAR teachers, who have become SAR
parents - to me that is a wonderful legacy. I just love waking up in the morning knowing
I am going to work in such a warm and loving environment.”
Sally joined SAR Academy in 1977 first working as secretary in the ELC and then as assistant to the Executive
Director at the time. Today, Sally is in charge of making this school run - no question about it - from assisting with
everything from ordering supplies and booking bus trips, to answering phone calls and directing parents to best
assist them. Sally is also responsible for all incoming mail, and is most helpful when children come into the office
requiring some help or direction.

Angela Renaldo

Accounts Receivable
arenaldo@saracademy.org

“I love coming to work every day and being a special part of the Business Office team
and the SAR Community.”
You can find Angela in the Business Office where she oversees all Accounts Receivable, assisting parents with
setting up payment plans. She has a very patient, compassionate and understanding way of working to come
up with financial solutions for each family’s unique needs and situations. Angela has a B.S. in Managerial Account
from Iona College and has worked in the Accounting field for over 25 years.

60

2021 SAR ACADEMY FAMILY HANDBOOK

Marianne Mani

Accounts Payable
mmani@saracademy.org

“I love that in this job I get to interact with almost all departments in SAR and make
the interactions with vendor payments seamless.”
Marianne works in the Finance department as SAR’s Accounts Payable Associate where she is responsible for
paying vendors that provide goods and services to SAR Academy and High School. SAR Academy is a welloiled machine with great thanks to Marianne and her organized and productive approach.

Nick Fadda

Director, Facilities
nfadda@saracademy.org

“I love being part of SAR because it’s more than just a job. It’s more of a family. I also
love the challenges of the construction that happens at the school!”
Nick Fadda has been our Director of Facilities for more than 21 years. Nicks oversees a team of 35 people who
manage the construction, maintenance/repairs, cleaning and security of the building. Nick and his wife of three
children have lived in Riverdale since 2006. Nick is on hand to help with the set-up of all of our events and works
tirelessly to make sure the building is running smoothly. Most recently, Nick oversaw the construction of the
school to accommodate our necessary Covid protocols and then returned our building to our pre-pandemic
classroom and office settings.

Eran Ginzberg

Kitchen Manager
ginzbe@saracademy.org

“I know that the students love the lunch when they come and say ‘can I please have
more’ -- that makes my day!”
Eran has been working as SAR Academy’s chef and kitchen manager since 2009 overseeing all the day to day
responsibilities of feeding our children lunch and for special events. He loves to consider menus based on the
types of food he knows kids will love but are also healthy and smart options to fuel their brains for learning and
activity. Married to Keren, a former Academy 1st Grade teacher, Eran has four children who have all attended SAR,
Amit, Shaked, Rotem and Almog. They now live in Israel.
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SAR ACADEMY
Jesselson Campus
655 West 254th Street | Riverdale, NY 10471 | 718.548.1717
www.saracademy.org
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