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Dear Students and Families,
Notre Dame de la Baie Academy is proud to continue a strong tradition of academic excellence in
Catholic education in the Green Bay area. Since 1896, Notre Dame Academy and its predecessor
schools have fostered the academic, social and faith development of students. This Educational Guide
provides important information about our curriculum and academic requirements, built on the
knowledge and experience gained from over 120 years of Catholic education. Guided by our mission
statement and core values, Notre Dame Academy challenges all students to reach their full potential,
both inside and outside of the classroom. Quality educators, a clearly articulated curriculum and
academic rigor are just a few of the reasons NDA students consistently score higher on key assessment
indicators of learning, when compared to state and national norms. Each student, with guidance from
their family, has an opportunity to learn, graduate on time and attend a two or four year university.
Preparation for post-secondary education is enhanced by selecting a rigorous course of study. Students
will be challenged in all classes, whether they are enrolled in regular, honors, St. Norbert College
(SNC) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses. Students and parents are encouraged to consult
with school counselors, department chairs and/or current teachers if they have questions related to
selection of a course.
Prior to selecting courses, you are asked to:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Review the four-year planning worksheet; (p. 13)
Read course descriptions and prerequisites carefully;
Seek needed information about specific courses from counselors and/or teachers;
Consult with the IB Coordinator if intending to enroll in the IB Diploma Program;

This process is very important. Course selections will be final unless a teacher or counselor
recommends a change based on academic performance. The Notre Dame administration reserves the
right to organize the Master Schedule of Courses and may need to alter students’ course selections. If a
course is not offered, students will be enrolled in one of their alternate course selections. If no
alternate course was selected, school personnel will make the course selection. Therefore, students
should select alternate courses, when applicable.
The administration, faculty and staff of Notre Dame Academy are devoted to offering all students an
excellent education. Please let us know if we can be of assistance.
Sincerely,

Patrick Browne, M. Ed.
Principal
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We are a Catholic, Norbertine community focused on developing the whole person. Service and
character development, a sense of one’s contributions to the common good, and an expectation of
behavior and choices that positively reflect how God calls us to be are all part of the Notre Dame
difference. We are one – In Communio.
Curricular Offerings/Student Schedules
Each student is provided access to the Educational Guide 2021-2022 w
 hich lists and describes all the
curricular offerings at Notre Dame Academy. The Educational Guide 2020-2021 is available on the
school website at www.notredameacademy.com.
Enrollment Requirements
Students must make the appropriate academic progress toward graduation. The normal academic load
for a student is seven classes and one study hall. (For seniors: six classes and a study hall). Students
may request to take additional classes with permission. If a student repeats a class, the new grade will
replace the original grade only if the original grade was a “C-” or lower. In this case, the GPA will be
recalculated to include the new grade. Repeated courses will not receive double credit.
Theology Requirement
All students are required to take a theology class each semester.
Grade Point Average/Class Rank
NDA uses a weighted 4.0 system to calculate grade point average (GPA). A student’s GPA is
calculated at the end of each semester. Class rank is calculated at the end of the first semester of
Junior year. Class rank information is considered private information made available only upon
request by the student or parent/guardian through Student Services. Colleges are not automatically
informed of class rank.
Academic Grading

Letter grade
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD+
D
DF

GUIDELINES
Percentage
Grade Points
100-99
4.00
98-95
4.00
94-93
3.67
92-91
3.33
90-87
3.00
86-85
2.67
84-83
2.33
82-79
2.00
78-77
1.67
76-75
1.33
74-73
1.00
72-70
0.67
69-0
0.00

Weighted Grade Points
4.33
4.33
4.00
3.67
3.33
3.00
2.67
2.33
2.00
1.33
1.00
0.67
0.00
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Weighted Classes
Notre Dame Academy has approved the following as weighted courses:
English
College Credit English (SNC) Jumpstart
IB English HLA I & II
Fine Arts
IB Visual Art SL I & II
IB Visual Art HL I & II
Advanced Music
IB Music SL
IB Music HL I & II
Mathematics
College Credit Calculus I & II (SNC) Jumpstart
IB Mathematics SL I & II
IB Mathematics HL I & II
Advanced Statistics

Theology
IB Theory of Knowledge I & II
World Languages
Honors French IV
IB French SLB
Honors German IV
IB German SLB
Honors Mandarin IV
IB Mandarin
Advanced Mandarin
Honors Spanish IV
IB Spanish SLB
Advanced Spanish

Science
Advanced Biology
IB Biology HL I & II
Honors Chemistry
Advanced Topics in Chemistry
IB Chemistry HL I & II
Honors Physics
Advanced Topics in Physics
IB Physics SL I & II
IB Environmental Systems & Societies SL
Social Studies
IB History HL I & II
Philosophy
IB Philosophy SL
IB Philosophy HL I & II
Modern Psychology
IB Psychology SL
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College Credit Courses:
As an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School and through our partnership with St. Norbert
College (SNC), Notre Dame Academy offers students the opportunity to gain college credit. The
following Notre Dame Academy courses may result in college credit:
English
College Credit English (SNC)
IB English HLA
Fine Arts
IB Music SL
IB Music HL
IB Visual Art SL
IB Visual Art HL
Mathematics
College Credit Calculus I (SNC)
College Credit Calculus II (SNC)
IB Mathematics SL
IB Mathematics HL

Social Studies
IB History HL
IB Philosophy SL
IB Philosophy HL
IB Psychology SL
Theology
IB Theory of Knowledge I & II
World Languages
IB French SLB
IB German SLB
IB Spanish SLB

Science
IB Biology HL
IB Chemistry HL
IB Physics SL
IB Environmental Systems & Societies SL
Completing a college credit class does not guarantee that college credit will be granted. Colleges also
require certain minimum exam scores to prove mastery of a given subject. Because colleges and
universities develop their own policies and procedures for accepting high school courses for credit,
students and families are encouraged to seek specific information through college admissions offices
and websites.
Most colleges are more likely to grant credit for Higher Level (HL) IB classes than for Standard Level
(SL) classes. Additional credits may be awarded for completion of the IB Diploma.
In addition to IB and SNC courses, students have an opportunity to gain college credit through the
Advanced Placement (AP) and College Level Examination Program (CLEP) exams. Information
about tests that lead to college credit may be found on the NDA Student Services webpage under
“Standardized Testing.”
Honors Program
The Honors Program at Notre Dame Academy is an accelerated course of study designed to prepare
students for the challenge of college level work. Specific requirements to enroll in Honors courses
may include: teacher recommendations (to include an assessment of maturity and motivation), specific
grade levels maintained in previous courses, test scores and/or completion of all prerequisite courses.
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Students enrolled in Honors courses at Notre Dame must be prepared to adapt to a more rigorous
workload, handle more complex concepts, assignments and assessments and work at a faster pace.
Transfer Credit
Course requests for classes taken outside of NDA require prior approval of the Principal. Courses
taken outside of NDA are recorded on the transcript only as a “P” (Passing Grade) and do not factor
into the Grade Point Average, unless approved by the Principal.
Course Adds/Drops
Students register for classes in January through our online course registration. After course
registration, class changes will be considered when there is a mistake in a student’s schedule; when the
change is initiated by the teacher; or when it is deemed in the best interest of the student. Course
change requests need to be initiated through the school counselors, who will consult with teachers and
parents. All requests for a change must be made in writing, the reason for the change must be stated,
and the administrative fee of $25 must be included. Requests cannot be considered if class enrollment
drops below fifteen students or when a class is already full.
Class Withdrawals
After the first five days of classes, students may withdraw, but will not be allowed to join another class
in progress. Classes dropped within the first 20 school days of the beginning of the semester will not
appear on the transcript. Classes dropped between the 21st and 40th school days will be listed on the
transcript as a ‘W’ (Withdrawal). Classes dropped or changed after the 40th school day will be listed
on the transcript with either ‘WP’ (Withdrawn Pass) or ‘WF’ (Withdrawn Fail). This policy does not
apply to freshmen and transfer students in their first semester. No class may be dropped within 20
school days of the end of the semester. ‘W’, ‘WP’ and ‘WF’ have no effect on a student’s Grade Point
Average.
Calculator Policy
A TI-84 Plus graphing calculator is required in Algebra I and all subsequent courses. These
calculators are allowed for the ACT, SAT and Advanced Placement exams and are allowed at many
universities. Variations on this model may include the words “Silver Edition,” “C” or “CE.” These
versions are all acceptable. Students should put their name on their calculator in some type of
permanent identification and keep the calculator in a secure place when not in use.
Academic Probation
Academic probation is one of the means by which the school can help a student grow academically. If
a student fails to reach a minimum of a “C” (2.0) average at the end of the semester, the student will be
placed on probation for the following semester. For probation to be lifted, the student must earn a
minimum of a “C” (2.0) average the next semester. Students on academic probation for two
consecutive semesters must meet with the Principal to discuss the conditions for remaining enrolled at
NDA. Students who are credit deficient are automatically placed on academic probation and must
have an educational plan developed in collaboration with their school counselor. The plan articulates
expectations to remedy any credit deficiencies. Students on Academic Probation are automatically
placed on Loss of Privileges for study hall.
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Academic Assistance
A. When a student is having academic difficulty, parents/guardians should talk to teachers first.
The teacher has the best understanding of the student’s performance. Also, parents may give
the teacher information that would be helpful in meeting the student’s needs. Steps taken may
include:
● The use of regular progress reports
● Finding a peer tutor (through Student Services)
● Extra help provided by teacher
● Guided Study Hall
● Study Tables
● Other appropriate accommodations
B. Depending on the outcome of the steps taken by the family and teacher, the counselor may also
provide assistance. This assistance may include:
● A meeting with the student, teachers and parent/guardian
● Consulting with other teachers to determine whether there is a pattern
● Conferring with the Learning Resource Specialist to determine whether special
accommodations might be needed
● Follow-up communication with all parties involved
The strategy for assisting a student is the result of cooperation between the teacher, student,
parent/guardian, counselor and, when warranted, the Learning Resource Specialist.
Semester Exams
Semester exams may not be taken by students whose financial obligations have not been completed
prior to the exams. The student is given a grade of ‘Incomplete’ for each course. Students must fulfill
their financial obligations or receive the approval of the Finance Committee of the Board of Education
on a payment plan prior to taking semester exams.
Report Cards
Report cards are published electronically in the PowerSchool parent portal at the end of each quarter.
Semester grades become part of a student’s permanent transcript.
Incomplete Courses
A grade of “INC” (Incomplete) is an extension that requires the principal’s approval and is issued
when the student’s work is not completed within the grading period. Incomplete grades are issued only
when a written plan is in place for the completion of course work. The limit on the extension is two
weeks. An “INC” grade automatically becomes an “F” (Failure) if work is not completed within two
weeks, unless approved by the principal.
Honor Roll
Notre Dame Academy recognizes students through two Honor Rolls. High Honor Roll i ncludes those
students who have at least a 3.670 grade point average with no grade lower than B-. Honor Roll
includes those students who have a grade point average between 3.000 and 3.669 with no grade lower
than a C-. Honor Roll students are recognized each year at the Academic Honors Ceremony.
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National Honor Society
The four pillars of National Honor Society (NHS) are: leadership, character, service, and scholarship.
NHS membership includes juniors and seniors. The selection process takes place during the first
semester. The academic admission standard for consideration into NHS is a cumulative grade point
average of 3.670. All members are asked to volunteer as peer tutors and attend scheduled meetings.
NHS members are viewed as positive role models for their school and community.
Summer School
A five-week summer school program is available to students who are interested in earning credits or
making up classes during the summer. Summer school offerings include Computer Applications, Team
& Strategic Games, Lifetime Fitness and Mathematics. Tuition for each course is $375. There is a
non-refundable registration fee for each course of $75, with the remaining $300 due prior to the first
day of class. Due to the intense nature of these courses, daily attendance is mandatory. Costs for
WPCP participants are included in the voucher.
Credit Recovery
Credit Recovery is available for students for whom this is an appropriate tool to maintain adequate
academic progress.
Co-Curricular Activities/Clubs

Anime Club
Art Club
ASTRA Service Club
Book Club
Cabaret Night
Chamber Music Ensembles
Chess Club
Chinese Club
Drama Club
Environmental Club
French Club

Game Club
German Club
Intramural Basketball
Intramural Volleyball
Jazz Band
Jazz Combo
Math Club
Medicine, Health & Society
Model UN
Musical
National Honor Society

NDA Witness
Pep/Marching Band
Pit Orchestra (Musical)
Robotics Team
Spanish Club
Sting Cancer Team
Student Government
Trap Shooting Team
“Tritones” Vocal Jazz Choir
Writers Union & Literary
Magazine
Yearbook

Athletic Eligibility: A student must meet school and DPI requirements defining a full-time student
and have received no more than one failing grade (including incompletes) in the most recent quarter
grade-reporting period. A student who becomes academically ineligible may regain eligibility by
meeting the academic standard following a period of 15 scheduled school days and nights of
ineligibility. The student may not return to competition until the school day following the 15-day
ineligibility period. A student regains eligibility immediately if incompletes are made up within two
weeks after a grade-reporting period. A student may erase ineligibility status following the last
grade-reporting period of the school year through summer school courses (including correspondence
courses) at the same or some other school, provided the school gives credit toward graduation
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requirements for such courses and counts them in rank-in-class standing. Also, the student must
successfully complete not less than the same number of courses which caused ineligibility.
The ineligibility status described above will be adjusted as follows for students in fall sports in which
the date of earliest allowed competition is before the first day students are in class. The minimum
ineligibility period shall be the lesser of:
1) 21 consecutive calendar days, beginning with the date of
earliest allowed competition in a sport, or
2) one-third of the maximum number of games/meets allowed in a
sport (rounded up if one-third results in a fraction).

Learning Resource Specialist
The purpose of the Learning Resource Specialist at Notre Dame Academy is to serve the student body at
large, with a special focus on those students with special needs, who require modifications in order to
facilitate learning in the regular classroom. The Learning Resource Specialist assists students, teachers and
families with the means to identify and support the student in acquiring adaptive skills in order to ensure
academic mastery within the curriculum, as well as to promote positive classroom behaviors. The Learning
Resource Specialist coordinates efforts with the regular classroom teachers and also works closely with
Student Services personnel, administrators and families for the benefit of students at Notre Dame Academy.
Program Goals:
1. Research the current information on learning disabilities and learning modalities
2. Disseminate information to families, educators, and students so that they may make
balanced and well-informed decisions regarding educational challenges and effective
strategies for dealing with these challenges
3. Train students, families and teachers in the use of adaptive learning strategies and methodologies
4. Provide services including: tutoring, assessment, behavior management, secure testing
environment, liaison and referral services
The Learning Resource Center is located within Student Services and provides students with special
needs a place to study, work with tutors, test with accommodations, work on special assignments and an
office to meet with the Learning Resource Specialist.

Library Media Center
The Notre Dame Academy Library Media Program exists to support and further the Catholic/Christian based
educational goals of the school. The resources of the library are provided to support the instructional
objectives of the faculty and administration of NDA, to offer opportunities for the spiritual and intellectual
development and enrichment of the individual student and promote life-long learning. The library/media
center locates, gathers, provides and coordinates library materials for learning and provides the technology
required for the use of these materials.
The policy of the Notre Dame Academy Library is to provide library materials consistent with the school’s
mission. A wide variety of resources are available for student use. These resources include reference books,
online research databases, a circulating collection of fiction and non-fiction books, videos, DVDs and audio
books. Additional resources are available to students from other libraries across the state through
interlibrary loan. Notre Dame students also have onsite access to the UW Green Bay, St. Norbert College
and NWTC libraries.
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Notre Dame Academy 2020-2021 Fee Schedule
Academic Courses
A limited number of courses selected by students require a fee. The following fees apply:
● All studio art courses - $30
● Photography - $30 (an additional $35 for camera rental, if needed)
● Band - $125 (includes Band Kick-Off Event and program expenses)
● Choir - $25 (includes Choir t-shirt, retreat expenses and folder)
● Robotics - $75
● Advanced Placement Exams - $94 each (May 2019 fee)
● College Credit Calculus I, College Credit Calculus II - $180
● College Credit English - $360
● International Baccalaureate – (See International Baccalaureate)
● Advanced Statistics - $100 (AP exam fee)
Athletics
An athlete pays a participation fee each year as follows:
1. First sport - $125
2. Second sport - $100
3. Third sport - free
The Boys Ice Hockey participation fee is $ 900.
The Girls Ice Hockey participation fee follows the NDA fee schedule.
Athletic Pass – Each student has the option of purchasing a year-long “Athletic Pass”
for attendance at all home athletic events (not including WIAA Play-Off Games). The
cost of the student athletic pass is $30. NDA Family Passes are also available for
purchase at the cost of $125.
Course Add/Drop
A $25 fee will be charged.
International Baccalaureate (May 2021 fees)
Anticipated, Diploma & Certificate Candidates:
(Juniors or Seniors)
Taking 1 IB exam = $119
Taking 2 IB exams = $238
Taking 3 IB exams = $357
Taking 4 IB exams = $476
Taking 5 IB exams = $595
Taking 6 IB exams = $714
Musical
A costume fee of $80 is required by all cast members
Registration
There is a one-time $50 registration fee for freshman & transfer students if registered by December
The registration fee is $75 after December 1.
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Satisfactory Academic Progress
Students must be in good academic standing to attend Notre Dame Academy. Good academic standing
requires completion of the admissions process and maintaining an academic record consistent with the
requirements for graduation from Notre Dame Academy.
● Seven credits toward graduation earned by the start of sophomore year.
● Fourteen credits toward graduation earned by the start of junior year.
● Twenty-one credits toward graduation earned by the start of senior year.
Parents / guardians of students who are not on track for graduation will be notified by the Principal,
and an Academic Recovery Plan will be developed in collaboration with Student Services. Students
who have not recovered Satisfactory Academic Progress status and / or met the conditions of the
Academic Recovery Plan by the first day of the following semester will be withdrawn from Notre
Dame Academy.
Students who do not abide by the terms set forth in the Academic Recovery Plan will be withdrawn
from Notre Dame Academy on the first day of the following semester.
In addition to completing the application process, students who wish to transfer to Notre Dame
Academy who have not made satisfactory academic progress prior to attending Notre Dame Academy
must meet with the parents / guardians, the Principal, and their school counselor before the first day of
classes to document an academic recovery plan. Failure to do so will result in withdrawal on the first
day of the term.
All students who wish to be readmitted after withdrawal must complete the application process and
may be readmitted only if satisfactory academic progress has been achieved. In the event a student is
given a WPCP seat after failing to maintain satisfactory academic progress, the student will be
withdrawn on the first day of the term.
Student Parking Pass
Part of senior privilege is that all interested seniors, in good standing, automatically receive a
parking pass for the student lot. All remaining students, in good standing, enter a lottery to
secure a pass, with juniors receiving priority for all remaining permits. The cost is $75.
Summer Camps
Notre Dame offers a wide variety of summer camps in athletics and the arts. Each
camp is scheduled on a Monday-Thursday basis on the NDA campus. A special
brochure listing the summer camps and fees is published each spring.
Summer School Course
NDA offers a limited number of summer courses. Tuition for each course is $375. There is
non-refundable registration fee of $75, with the remaining $300 due prior to the first day of class.
Costs for WPCP participants are included in the voucher.
Credit Recovery
Credit Recovery is available for students for whom this is an appropriate tool to maintain adequate
academic progress.
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Career map: Four-year College
The following recommendations apply to students who plan to attend a four-year college.
Requirements may vary from college to college. Students are encouraged to consult with counselors
and colleges for specific requirements.
Academic Area
World Languages

Mathematics

Science

Core Courses

Recommendation
College-bound students should complete a minimum of two years
of a single World Language. Some select colleges expect four years
of a single World Language.
Colleges generally require 3-4 years of Mathematics, which must
include Geometry and two years of Algebra. Notre Dame
Academy’s offerings in Pre-Calculus, Calculus I, Calculus II and
International Baccalaureate Mathematics courses are highly
recommended. If a student begins in Pre-Algebra they may not
reach the three years of mathematics required for admission to
most four year universities unless they take Algebra I
sophomore year and two additional years of mathematics.
Colleges generally require 3-4 years of Science, including two
years of laboratory sciences. Students who have not had a strong
Science background are strongly encouraged to take Physical
Science as a freshman. Physical Science, Earth Science, and
Environmental Science are not generally recognized as laboratory
sciences.
Colleges require a minimum of seventeen credits be earned in core
course areas. These areas include English, Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies. Notre Dame Academy’s graduation
requirements result in a minimum of fourteen credits in core areas.
The additional credits can be earned in the selections of appropriate
core electives, including World Languages and Fine Arts.
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Honors Courses/
College Credit/
International
Baccalaureate (IB)

Students are encouraged to take as rigorous a course of study as
possible. While all courses prepare students for college, honors
level, SNC Jumpstart and IB courses provide excellent preparation
for university studies and for standardized tests such as the ACT
and SAT.

Four Year Planning Worksheet
Name___________________________________Class_________Date_______
Career Goal_______________________________________ Major__________
University or Technical College Choice_________________________________
The following are the graduation requirements of
Notre Dame Academy (1/2 credit is earned for

Suggested College Admission Sequence:

each semester passed).

English

8 semesters

Mathematics
Science
Social Studies
World Languages

8 semesters
6-8 semesters
6-8 semesters
4-8 semesters

Theology
English
Mathematics
Science
*Social Studies
Computer Literacy
Physical Education
Fine Arts
Health
Electives

8 semesters
8 semesters
8 semesters
6 semesters
6 semesters
1 semester
2 semesters
1 semester
1 semester
13 semesters

TOTAL CREDITS:

4 credits
4 credits
4 credits
3 credits
3 credits
.5 credit
1 credit
.5 credit
.5 credit
6.5 credits
27.0

*Pass U.S. Civics Exam

Freshman

Sophomore

Freshman Theology

Sophomore Theology
Sophomore English or American Experience
Mathematics
Science
United States History or American Experience
Elective:
Elective:
Elective

Freshman English
Mathematics
Introduction to Social Studies
Health
Team & Strategic Games
Science
Elective:
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Yearly Credit Total:

Yearly Credit Total:

Junior

Senior

Junior Theology:

Senior Theology: 2 Electives

Junior English
Mathematics
World History Requirement
Science
Elective:
Elective:
Elective:
Elective:

Senior English
Mathematics
Elective:
Elective:
Elective:
Elective:
Elective:
Elective:

Yearly Credit Total:

Yearly Credit Total:

High School Year-by-Year: A guide for parents and students

Listed below is a yearly checklist of activities and reminders for high school students and their
parents.
Eighth Grade: Getting Ready for High School
● Students who have developed good study skills in middle school are much better prepared
for high school.
● Eighth grade students select their freshman courses in January. Freshman courses and grades
become part of the high school transcript, which is a permanent record. Therefore, it is
important that students choose courses carefully. This is also a good time to develop the
four-year plan.
● Colleges and scholarship committees like to see active and engaged students. Students who
are involved in activities and clubs enjoy high school more and generally have greater
academic success.
Freshman Year:
● When a student becomes a freshman, everything starts to “count.” Freshman grades are
used in determining GPA (grade point average). Freshman activities, honors and awards
can be listed on college and scholarship applications. Freshman courses, grades and credits
all become part of the student’s transcript.
● Monitor academic progress: Make sure that parents see all progress reports and report
cards. Take advantage of the online gradebook. Do not assume that someone will contact
you if there is a problem. Provide encouragement and support, making certain that your son
or daughter understands that freshman grades are very important.
● Encourage your son or daughter to become involved in a variety of activities based on their
strengths and interests. In addition to asking students to list high school activities, many
college and scholarship applications ask for evidence of leadership. Depth of involvement
15

●

●

●
●

in any activity is important because it shows focus and commitment. Encourage your son or
daughter to participate in activities outside of school; volunteer work, parish involvement,
or community service may be impressive on an application. Keep track of activities so as to
develop a high school resume to share with colleges and letter of recommendation writers.
In winter (January), review your son or daughter’s four-year high school plan and make
certain that the most appropriate courses for the sophomore year have been made. See
Future IB Diploma Candidate Tip Sheet on page 19.
During 2nd semester, a Naviance registration code & tutorial guide will be emailed to your
son or daughter. Naviance is NDA's online college & career planning platform. Naviance
college & career exploration should start now.
Help your son or daughter plan meaningful activities for the summer.
If you have not yet done so, start a college savings account or general future savings.

Sophomore Year:
● The sophomore year should be a year of personal growth. In addition to working hard in
school and being involved in activities, sophomores should be identifying personal abilities,
aptitudes, and interests, as well as looking for ways to further develop their talents and
skills.
● Continue to monitor academic progress.
● Continue to encourage your son or daughter to be involved in activities and develop
leadership skills.
● Continue exploration of Naviance. Begin to discuss college or technical school options
and/or future plans. Discuss aptitudes, interests and abilities, and begin to view these in
terms of possible college majors and career options.
● In winter (December/January), review your son/daughter’s four-year high school plan and
make certain that the most appropriate courses for junior year have been made.
● Help your son or daughter choose meaningful activities for the summer months. If possible,
look for activities that provide exposure to a career field they are considering. Remember to
keep track of all activities - sophomores may start to build their resume in Naviance.
● Sophomores & their parents/guardians will receive monthly college & career prep emails
from NDA's college counselor. These emails will provide guidance & suggest activities to
prepare students for the future.
● Complete the sophomore service requirement of 15 hours.
● If interested in International Baccalaureate, attend an IB Information Night.
Junior Year
● Junior year is when students should seriously begin examining their post-secondary
options, begin taking college entrance exams (ACT or SAT), research and visit colleges,
and get very familiar with Naviance.
● Continue to monitor academic progress. Since college applications are completed in the fall
16

●

●

●
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
●

●
●

●

●

of a student’s senior year, the last and most important grades on the transcripts are the
junior year grades.
Continue to encourage involvement in activities, leadership development, and cultivate
independence skills. Colleges now want to see evidence of particular strengths and passions
emerging from students' activity choices.
The PSAT/NMSQT is taken by juniors. The PSAT/NMSQT is a national test that is
administered by high schools in October. The PSAT/NMSQT is divided into three sections
(a reading test, a writing and language test, and a math test). Juniors take the
PSAT/NMSQT for several reasons:
● 1) It is good practice for the SAT and it gives students an idea of how they will
score on the SAT
● 2) Students can see how their academic skills compare to those of college bound
students across the country
● 3) Students whose scores are exceptionally high are recognized by the National
Merit Scholarship Foundation. This recognition can lead to scholarships.
Talk about college options. Use Naviance to research. As you start looking at colleges,
consider the following criteria:
Location
Faith community
Size
Cost
Facilities
Available Majors
Reputation
Competitiveness
Early in the college selection process, determine what is important to you and your son or
daughter. Are you looking for a college close to home? Does your son or daughter want a
small or large college? There are excellent reference books available in the counseling
office and a wealth of information is available on Naviance and the Internet.
Prepare for the ACT and/or the SAT. A list of ACT/SAT preparation resources is
published in Naviance under "Document Resources."
Have your son or daughter take the ACT and/or the SAT in the winter, so they may take the
test again in the spring, if they wish. Students should register online for the ACT at act.org
and/or the SAT at collegeboard.org.
Juniors will attend Junior Conferences 2nd semester with NDA's college counselor to begin
navigating the college application process. They will learn Naviance in depth, including
how to ask for letters of recommendation, what makes a good college essay, what colleges
are looking for, and how to request the sending of transcripts and other academic
documents to colleges.
Make college visits. The spring/summer of junior year is a good time to make college
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visits. If you make your college visits during the summer months, be sure to revisit the
colleges you are seriously considering in order to get an idea of what the campus is like
when it is in “full swing.”
● Carefully select courses for senior year. Be certain senior courses meet all requirements for
graduation, for the college(s) your son or daughter may attend, and if necessary, for NCAA.
● Start checking into scholarships. Although students will complete the majority of the
scholarship applications during the first half of their senior year, students should start
looking at scholarship possibilities during the junior year.
● Ask your counselor about tests that may be taken for college credit. See the ‘Standardized
Testing’ page on the Student Services website for information.
● Help your son or daughter choose meaningful activities for the summer months.
● Narrow your list of colleges or technical schools. Experts suggest applying to no more than
8-10 colleges; between 4-7 colleges is a reasonable amount.
Senior Year
● Senior year is when everything comes together. It is also the year in which students see the
rewards of their hard work and planning.
● Continue to monitor academic progress. Seniors may have heard their senior grades are not
important; this is false! They need to know many colleges request a seventh semester, or
midyear, transcript. At the end of the year, high schools also forward a final transcript
(which includes all senior grades) to the college the student plans to attend. A serious drop
in grades can result in cancellation of admission by the college. College admission is
dependent upon the final transcript.
● Help your son or daughter create a calendar for the year. Use it to record test dates,
application deadlines, college visitation days, etc.
● If your son or daughter still wishes to improve their ACT score, consider a prep class or a
tutor before retaking the test in the fall.
● Have your son or daughter sign up for the ACT or SAT if necessary. Look at your son or
daughter’s prior scores to determine if he/she needs to retake any of these tests.
● Complete college applications in the fall if your son or daughter's grades are satisfactory for
the colleges they wish to apply to. College applications and deadlines are found on each
college’s website. Most applications will require a high school transcript. To request a
transcript be sent from Notre Dame Academy, students must request it from Naviance –
https://student.naviance.com/ndba. This request will then be fulfilled by the college
counselor and electronically sent directly to the college or university. Applications with
January deadlines should be turned in by the second week of December.
● Apply for financial aid and scholarships. FAFSA forms are available online at
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
● Make the decision. At some point in the senior year or earlier, you and your son or daughter
must make a post-secondary educational choice. Do not choose a college before making a
college visit.  Once you have made your choice, complete the necessary forms and send in a
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housing deposit before the deadline to commit. As a courtesy, notify the other colleges’
admissions departments via email informing them you will not be attending. See the
College Counselor with any questions.

Introduction to the
International Baccalaureate Program
Notre Dame Academy, Green Bay, WI
The International Baccalaureate Program is a comprehensive and challenging pre-university course
that demands the best from both motivated students and teachers. This sophisticated two-year
curriculum covers a wide range of academic subjects and has stood the test of time for 752,000
students in 150 countries and 5,000 schools since 1968. IB Diploma Program graduates are welcomed
by the world’s leading universities (IBO Brochure, 2005.) Notre Dame Academy was authorized as an
International Baccalaureate World School for the International Baccalaureate Program on April 10,
2007.
Students in their junior and senior years are welcome to complete a full two-year course of study with
intent to take examinations and attain an International Baccalaureate Diploma in addition to their high
school diploma or complete individual courses for certificates only. All IB courses are recognized as
such on student transcripts for which they complete IB examinations. All students who are enrolled in
an IB class are required to sit for the exam at the conclusion of the course. Additional testing fees will
be charged accordingly for IB classes. All students who take IB courses will have instructors who
have been trained to teach IB courses.
Any student who is committed to completing all requirements for the IB Diploma should fill out an
INTENT TO BECOME AN IB DIPLOMA CANDIDATE FORM available in Mr. Schultz’s office.
Diploma candidates complete coursework in 6 academic groups, a two-semester Theory of Knowledge
course, an extended essay of a maximum 4000 words, Creativity Activity & Service (CAS) and
external examinations. Sophomores who have turned in the form to Mr. Schultz, the IB Coordinator,
before mid-December will be offered guidance in understanding the program and choosing courses for
their junior and senior years.
All students who wish to enter the IB Diploma Program will have ongoing guidance and instruction on
the process, procedures, fees and deadlines from the IB Coordinator and a counselor trained in IB.
19

We encourage you to become fully aware of the nature of and rigor of the program prior to committing
yourself as a candidate.
For more information on the NDA IB Program, please see our website at
www.notredameacademy.com – Academics – International Baccalaureate; OR contact the IB
Coordinator, Matt Schultz, at 429-6158 or email: mschultz@notredameacademy.com
For more information on International Baccalaureate go to www.ibo.org

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE COURSE SEQUENCE 2021-2023
GROUP 1:
LANGUAGE A1

GROUP 2:
LANGUAGE B

GROUP 3:
INDIVIDUALS
AND SOCIETIES

9th

10th

11th

12th

Freshman English or Honors
English

Sophomore English, Honors
English or American Exp.

IB English HLA I

IB English HLA II

Spanish I
Spanish II
German I
French I
Mandarin I

Spanish II
Honors Spanish III
German II
French II
Mandarin II

Honors Spanish III
IB Spanish SLB I
Honors German III
Honors French III
Honors Mandarin III

Introduction to Social
Studies

US History & Government

IB History HL I
IB Philosophy HL I
IB Philosophy SL I (1 year)
IB Psychology SL
IB Environmental Systems &
Societies SL (1 year)

IB Spanish SLB I
Advanced Spanish
IB German SLB I
IB French SLB I
IB Russian ab initio SL
IB Mandarin SLB
IB History HL II
IB Philosophy HL II

OR
American Experience
ICP or Physical Science

Chemistry
Honors Chemistry
Honors Biology
Biology

IB Biology HL I
IB Chemistry HL I
IB Physics SL I
IB Environmental Systems
& Societies SL (1 year)

IB Biology HL II
IB Chemistry HL II
IB Physics SL II

GROUP 5:
MATHEMATICS

Algebra I
Algebra II
Honors Algebra II

Algebra II
Geometry w/ Trigonometry
Honors Geometry
w/Trigonometry

IB Math A&I SL I
IB Math A&A HL I

IB Math A&I SL II
IB Math A&A HL II

GROUP 6:
THE ARTS
OR ELECTIVES

Art I & II
Band or Chorus
Band/Chorus/Advanced
Private lessons/Youth
Symphony

Advanced Art (optional)
Band or Chorus
Band/Chorus/Advanced
Private lessons/Youth
Symphony

IB Visual Art SL I
IB Visual Art HL I
IB Music SL I
IB Music HL I
A second choice from group 2,
3 or 4

IB Visual Art SL II
IB Visual Art HL II
IB Music HL II
A second choice from group
2, 3 or 4

Theory of Knowledge
(Spring Semester)

Theory of Knowledge
(Fall Semester)

GROUP 4:
EXPERIMENTAL
SCIENCES

THEORY OF
KNOWLEDGE
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OTHER NDA
GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS

Key:

Freshman Theology
Physical Education I
(semester)
Health (semester)
Fine Arts (semester)

Sophomore Theology
Physical Education II
(semester)
Computer Applications
(semester) or
Introduction to Engineering
& Manufacturing (semester)

Junior Theology (fall sem.)
if Env. Systems/Philosophy are
taken instead of History HL or 1
semester of World History

Senior Theology elective
(Spring semester), unless
Philosophy HL is taken

HL = Higher Level (240 minimum hours of instruction required); a 2-year course
SL = Standard Level (150 minimum hours of instruction required); a 1 or 2-year course

GROUP 1
English HLA

 GROUP 2 
French SLB
German SLB
Mandarin SLB
Spanish SLB

GROUP 3
History of the
Americas HL
Philosophy SL/HL
Psychology SL
ESS SL

GROUP 4
Chemistry HL
Physics SL
ESS SL
Biology HL

GROUP 5
Math A&A HL/SL
Math A&I HL/SL

GROUP 6
Visual Art HL/SL
Music HL/SL

Future IB Diploma Candidate Tip Sheet
Do you think you may be a Diploma Candidate in high school?
Do you want to be sure you choose courses that will allow you to
become a Diploma Candidate?
Looking for tips for your freshman and sophomore years?
Following are various recommendations for effectively choosing courses in the freshman
and sophomore years.
1.

Be sure to complete the general education requirements in grades 9 and 10 or through summer programs: Team and
Strategic Games, Strength and Conditioning I, Health, Computer Literacy and one semester of Fine Arts.

2.

Be sure to enroll in a World Language as a freshman. French I, German I or Spanish I or II are all good freshman
choices.

3.

Be sure to enroll in Science freshman year, preferably Introduction to Chemistry and Physics.

4.

Students interested in IB Art should be sure to complete a minimum of Art I and Art II in the freshman and sophomore
years.

5.

Students who are best suited to take honors courses as freshmen and sophomores are encouraged to do so.

6.

Parents should attend an IB Information Night. Watch the Communique for specific dates, usually in November and
March.

See the information below for recommended prerequisites and course credit.
All IB courses are weighted.
Group
1

Course
English HLA

Prerequisite
None

Credits
2
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2

3

4

French SLB
Spanish SLB
German SLB
History of the Americas HL
Philosophy SL
Philosophy HL
Psychology SL
Environmental Systems and
Societies SL
Biology HL
Physics HL
Chemistry HL

5
6

Core

Math A&A HL
Math A&I SL
Visual Art HL/SL
Music HL/SL
Theory of Knowledge

Honors French III
Honors Spanish III
Honors German III
none
none
Philosophy SL
Biology
Grade of “C” or higher in either Algebra I or both Algebra
A & B; Grade of “C” or higher in Physical Science or
Intro. to Chemistry and Physics; Grade of “B” or higher in
Biology or Honors Biology
Chemistry recommended
“B” or higher in Geometry with Trigonometry
“B-“ or higher in Introduction to Chemistry and Physics
and “B” or higher in Algebra II
Honors Geometry with Trigonometry
Algebra II
Art I and II
Band, Chorus or Green Bay Youth Symphony;
Additional options must be approved by the Music
Department
Anticipated Diploma Program Candidate

1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
1.5/1
1

For more information, log onto www.notredameacademy.com – for parents – International Baccalaureate

APPLIED SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT SEQUENCE

(Dashed lines indicate a recommendation for class; solid lines indicate prerequisite.)
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* These courses fulfill the graduation requirement for Computer Literacy.

Applied Sciences and Technology
551 Accounting I
Open to 10-11-12
Semester I
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Accounting is recommended for any student considering a college business or marketing major.
Included in this course is the information needed to keep financial records for a sole proprietor.
Students will learn how to analyze, communicate and record daily business transactions and prepare
financial statements.
528 Accounting II
Open to 10-11-12
½ credit
Semester II
Prerequisite: Minimum grade of “B” in Accounting I

This advanced class is offered to those students who are interested in Business, Finance, Marketing,
Management and/or Accounting. It is designed to help students acquire a more thorough, in-depth
knowledge of accounting procedures and techniques utilized in solving business problems and making
financial decisions for a corporation. Accounting software and guest speakers will enhance this course.
524 Business Management
Open to 10-11-12
½ credit
Semester II
Prerequisite: None (Introduction to Business recommended)

This course focuses on the responsibilities connected with operating a business from both
organizational and managerial viewpoints. The course content covers the five major areas of business:
marketing, management, finance, accounting and human resources. The text will be supplemented by
research and speakers from area businesses. Students will conduct feasibility studies, explore
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advertising mediums and analyze financial reports. Current employment issues and global trends will
be studied. This course is recommended for students considering a business major in college.
338 Computer Applications
Fulfills the Computer Literacy requirement for Graduation
Open to 9-10-11-12 (Highly recommended 9 & 10)
Semester I or II
½ credit
Prerequisite: None

Students will complete projects that allow them to go beyond the basics of using Microsoft Word,
Excel, Publisher and PowerPoint. Project-based applications reinforce computer applications,
document formats, databases, spreadsheets, presentations and workforce skills. Adobe Photoshop,
Google docs and web-based programs will be used. Cyber safety, digital citizenship and information
fluency are integrated and emphasized throughout this course.
410 Economics
Open to 11-12
Semester 1 or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Economics is a part of our everyday lives and every decision we make has economic implications.
Topics covered are: scarcity, supply and demand, investments, competition, the role of government,
fiscal and monetary policy and global economics. The goal of this course is to foster economic literacy
and economic thinking skills that will enable students to think critically and to make better informed
personal and public decisions. This course satisfies a Social Studies requirement.
329 Introduction to Business
Open to 10-11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course is intended for students who want to explore the world of business and how businesses
impact their everyday life. Topics include our free-enterprise system, ethical and social responsibility
of businesses, global markets, business structures and an introduction to management and marketing.
Use of Microsoft computer applications and Google docs will be used to complete business-related
documents such as business plans, financial statements, presentations and research.
549 Personal Finance

Open to 11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

The content of this course is based on consumer choices, practical money management and financial
planning. Topics that are covered include career exploration, money management, credit and debit,
banking, insurance, payroll and taxes. The stock market and other investment alternatives will be
explored through research and simulations. Outside speakers include bankers, financial advisers and
insurance agents. This course is highly recommended for all students.
Pre-Engineering Program
The Notre Dame engineering program prepares students for the professional world and advanced study
in various disciplines through broad-based, hands-on experiences in engineering analysis and
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application. Preliminary Courses introduce the topics of engineering design, project management, and
technical communication. Through a series of laboratories, students are provided with an extensive
overview of engineering disciplines and preparation for advanced coursework. Advanced Courses
deepen the knowledge and skills of students in the specific fields of mechanical and architectural
engineering. Based on the premise that design is the distinguishing attribute of engineering, students in
these classes will put research and design principles into practice. These Advanced Courses are
recommended for students considering studying engineering or related fields in college/university.
Students and families should carefully review course descriptions and prerequisites before registering
for Advanced Courses.
Preliminary Courses: (at least 2 courses recommended)
●
●
●

Introduction to Engineering Design and Manufacturing
Mechanical Drafting
Robotics

Advanced Courses: (at least 1 course recommended)
● Architectural Drafting
● Engineering Drafting
By taking both Introductory and Advanced Courses, students will develop the following skills:
● an ability to apply knowledge of mathematics, science, and engineering
● an ability to design and conduct experiments, as well as to analyze and interpret data
● an ability to design a system, component, or process to meet desired needs within realistic
constraints such as economic, environmental, social, political, ethical, health and safety,
manufacturability, and sustainability
● an ability to identify, formulate, and solve engineering problems
● an ability to function as part of multidisciplinary teams
552 Introduction to Engineering Design and Manufacturing
Fulfills the Computer Literacy requirement
Open to 9-10-11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Students enrolled in this course work in small groups, applying techniques for solving design
problems. Presented with a problem, students must design solutions following specific requirements
and constraints. The project work is enhanced with lectures, readings and discussions on design theory
and methods, and introduction to manufacturing techniques, project management techniques and
engineering ethics. Cyber safety and the appropriate use of technology are integrated and emphasized
throughout this course. This course satisfies the Computer Literacy requirement for graduation.
328 Mechanical Drafting
Open to 9-10-11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course is an introduction to the universal graphic language through which a student begins to
develop fundamental drafting skills. Students taking this class will be introduced to sketching
techniques, dimensioning techniques, multiple-view drawings and methods of projection, including
orthographic, oblique and perspective. Students will then use calipers and micrometers to measure
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fabricated parts and render drawings based on their measurements. Students learn to draw by hand and
with AutoCAD.
538 Robotics
Open to 9-10-11-12
Semester I
Prerequisite: None
Course fee: $75

½ credit

The study of robotics involves gaining knowledge and experience in varied technical disciplines
including time and project management, design process and implementation, spatial relationships,
mechanical and electrical engineering, problem solving, and real-life applications of science,
technology, engineering and math. Students are paired and are given a design problem, such as lifting a
five pound weight and moving it ten feet to be placed in a wastebasket. Construction of the robot
begins when the design is approved by the instructor. Students work against a deadline when the robots
are pitted against one another in a challenge. The class utilizes the Vex Robotics system, which is a
comprehensive robotics curriculum aimed at the high school level.

553 Architectural Drafting
Open to 9-10-11-12
½ credit
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: Mechanical Drafting is strongly recommended but not required

This semester-long course emphasizes the development of fundamental architectural drafting skills and
techniques. Students learn about architectural styles and basic residential building methods. Using
both AutoCAD and 3D modeling software, each student will prepare a set of architectural plans which
include floor plans, foundation plans, elevation views, electrical and plumbing plans, interior
perspective, exterior perspective, window and door schedules and building specifications.
518 Engineering Drafting

Open to 9-10-11-12
½ credit
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: Mechanical Drafting is strongly recommended but not required

This course is designed for the student who has demonstrated proficiency in mechanical drafting and
has an interest in the field of drafting and design. Students will receive continued instruction in
multiple-view drawings and projection. Preliminary drawings are completed through the use of
AutoCAD. Students then use 3D modeling software to illustrate designs through pictorial
representations.
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SEQUENCE
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English
100 Freshman English A
Open to 9
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit

Freshman English A is an English Language Arts course for students who are entering high school
with reading and writing skills significantly below grade level. Freshman English A is a genre study
where students will read short stories, poetry, drama, a novel, and a variety of nonfiction texts.
Writing skills progress from a review of the paragraph to narrative writing to writing a 5 paragraph
essay. Students review grammar, usage, and punctuation rules and acquire new vocabulary words
throughout the course. Students learn how to improve reading comprehension, make meaningful
connections between reading and the world around them, collaborate effectively with peers, develop
responsible research habits, and use evidence to build arguments in preparation for assessments that
have disciplinary and real-world applications.
101 Freshman English
Open to 9
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

Freshman English is an introduction to the study of English Language Arts at the high school level.
Freshman English is a genre study; students will read short stories, poetry, drama, novels, and a variety
of nonfiction texts, and write and deliver a speech. Writing progresses from paragraphs to personal
narratives to a five-paragraph essay to a persuasive research paper. Students review grammar, usage,
and punctuation rules and acquire new vocabulary words throughout the course. Students learn how to
improve reading comprehension, collaborate effectively with their peers, develop responsible research
habits, and use evidence to build arguments.
102 Honors Freshman English
Open to 9
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: MAP test score and middle school teacher recommendation

Students who enter Honors Freshman English should be confident in reading, writing, making
presentations, and accepting the challenge of rigorous coursework. Although grammar study is
integrated with writing, students in Honors Freshman English are expected to have a firm grasp of the
rules of grammar. Students will study multiple novels and learn how to close-read texts, including
fiction as well as non-fiction works. Students learn the basics of literary analysis. A genre study, the
course includes short stories, poetry, dramas, novels, and a variety of nonfiction texts, including
standardized test preparation and giving a speech. Writing progresses from personal narratives to
expository and persuasive essays. Students will improve their reading comprehension, make
meaningful connections, collaborate effectively with peers, develop responsible research habits, and
use evidence to build arguments.
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103 Sophomore English A
Open to 10
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit

Sophomore English A is an English Language Arts course for students who are entering sophomore
year with reading and writing skills significantly below grade level. Sophomore English A is a study
of American literature where students will read short stories, poetry, drama, a novel, and a variety of
nonfiction texts. Writing skills progress from a review of the paragraph to narrative writing to writing a
5 paragraph essay. Students review grammar, usage, and punctuation rules and acquire new vocabulary
words throughout the course. Students learn how to improve reading comprehension, make meaningful
connections between reading and the world around them, collaborate effectively with peers, develop
responsible research habits, and use evidence to build arguments in preparation for assessments that
have disciplinary and real-world applications.
104 Sophomore English
Open to 10
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

Sophomore English builds upon basic English Language Arts skills—reading, writing, speaking, and
listening—reviewed at the freshman level. Through the study of American literature, students read and
discuss short stories, poetry, drama, a novel, and a variety of nonfiction texts, while also improving
their critical thinking and standardized test-taking skills. Students review grammar, usage, and
punctuation rules and acquire new vocabulary words throughout the course. Students learn how to
improve reading comprehension, collaborate effectively with peers, research the web responsibly, and
use evidence to build arguments to make meaningful connections between literature and their own
lives.
105 American Experience
Open to 10
1 credit - U.S. History
Two semesters
1 credit – Sophomore English
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Freshman or Honors Freshman English or teacher recommendation

American Experience combines U.S. history and American literature and explores the natural
relationship between the two. Through their study of literature, students will comprehend American
history from the point of view of those who lived it. The requirements for both Sophomore English and
U.S. History and Government will be met in this course. Additionally, students will experience
American culture in ways not possible in separate courses. Students will also practice research and
writing skills. Students taking this course will be scheduled for two consecutive periods per day, but
will receive one grade.
106 Honors Sophomore English
Open to 10
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit

Students enter the Honors Sophomore English classroom confident in the discipline’s core skills:
reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Self-motivation and self-discipline are required to tackle the
challenges of rigorous coursework in preparation for college and beyond. Students will read both
American fiction--short stories, poetry, drama, and novels--and American nonfiction, including
important historical and journalistic texts, allowing them to make meaningful connections between
literature and their own lives. Students learn to improve their reading comprehension, collaborate
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effectively with peers, research the web responsibly, and use evidence to build arguments.
Composition will include some creative writing, poetry explication, and a 3-4 page literary analysis.
Second semester highlights include reading a 600-page “Great American” novel. Further, Honors
Sophomore English focuses on building creative-thinking and analytical skills. Although students in
Honors Sophomore English already have a solid grasp of grammar, usage, and mechanics, some
language study is reviewed with writing assignments. Vocabulary acquisition and standardized test
preparation are also emphasized.
107 Junior English A
Open to 11
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit

Junior English A is an English Language Arts course for students who are entering junior year with
reading and writing skills significantly below grade level. Junior English A is a genre study where
students will read short stories, poetry, a novel, and a variety of nonfiction texts. Students will improve
their communication skills--both oral and written--in preparation for post-high school education or the
workforce. Assessments will focus on real world applications, such as writing an effective resume,
cover letter, email, or social media post. Students review grammar, usage, and punctuation rules and
acquire new vocabulary words throughout the course.
108 Junior English
Open to 11
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

Junior English works to advance students toward college and career readiness in English Language
Arts and provides students with opportunities to make meaningful connections, improve
comprehension, use evidence to build arguments, and carry out inquiry and research. Students read a
variety of texts, including Greek mythology, a Shakespearean tragedy, lyric poetry, short stories,
modern drama, and various forms of British literature. Composition and analysis of informational texts
will be a focus of the course. The study of writing and composition includes personal essay, technical
writing, literary analysis, and a wide variety of research-derived informational texts. Grammar study is
integrated with writing and ACT preparation.
109 Honors Junior English
Open to 11
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit

Honors Junior English is an in-depth study of major pieces of literature. The expectation for this
course is that students will be self-motivated learners and inquirers. The emphasis is on analysis,
critical thinking, and writing. Students will demonstrate understanding through oral presentations,
essays, group presentations, and written examinations. Students will grow as reflective learners,
learning how to improve reading comprehension, make meaningful connections, collaborate
effectively with peers, practice responsible research habits, and use evidence to build arguments.
Students who wish to continue their English studies senior year in College Credit English: Jumpstart
are encouraged to enroll in this course.
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226 Senior English A
Open to 12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit

Senior English A is an English Language Arts course for students who are entering senior year with
reading and writing skills significantly below grade level. Senior English A is a genre study where
students will read, discuss, and write about a variety of short stories, poetry, drama, novels, and
nonfiction texts. Writing skills progress from short reader response essays to a research essay. Students
will improve their communication skills--both oral and written--in preparation for post-high school
education or the workforce. Students review grammar, usage, and punctuation rules and acquire new
vocabulary words throughout the course.
201 Senior English: Writing, discussion and analysis
Open to 12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

This course continues to develop writing skills emphasizing clarity and purpose in preparation for
college and career readiness. Through study and analysis of selections from various genres and class
discussion, students write on significant topics. Although the study in this course primarily focuses on
contemporary authors to analyze real life issues, classical literature will be studied and analyzed
through extensive essay writing in an effort to ensure students are ready to meet the expectations of
college and their careers. Students will perfect their group work and presentation skills throughout the
course and complete a legacy project and speech at the end of the year after writing articles, essays,
and non-fiction pieces about topics of personal interest.
203 College Credit English: Jumpstart
Open to 12 NDA - 1 credit (weighted)
Two semesters
Semester I – St. Norbert English 101 – 4 credits
Course fee: $360
Semester II – St. Norbert English 150 – 4 credits
Prerequisite: GPA of 3.0 or higher and an ACT English score of 23 or higher or PSAT of 540 or higher; Honors or Junior
English and teacher recommendation
NOTE: for 2021-22 the ACT / PSAT requirement is suspended.

The first semester of this 8-credit course concentrates on the study of drama and tragedy. Besides
reading plays, students will read critical essays on dramatic theory. These readings and class
discussions provide significant material as the basis for a systematic series of exercises and essays to
help the student explain his or her ideas in clear and effective writing. The first semester will also
include a brief investigation of dramatic comedy. The second semester attempts to develop student
skills in the close reading and analysis of poetry, short stories and novels. Readings are tested
according to various principles and techniques of literary criticism. Research skills and proper
documentation of sources are emphasized in the first semester and continue to be refined in the second
semester. Both semesters of work are directed not only by the teacher but also by supervisory persons
from St. Norbert College. Students in this class enjoy the privilege of using the libraries on the St.
Norbert campus.
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810 IB English Higher Level Language A: Literature I (HLA I)
Open to 11
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit
Weighted

IB English HL I is the first year of a two-year in-depth study of major pieces of literature, including
international literature studied in translation. The expectation for this course is that students will be
self-motivated learners and inquirers. Students who wish to pursue the IB diploma or a certificate in
IB English must enroll in this course. The emphasis is on critical thinking and writing about global
issues in world literature and analysis of an author’s style. Students will demonstrate understanding
through informal and formal presentations, essay writing, group discussions and written examinations.
Students will keep a learner portfolio of their notes and reflections on their learning. Students learn
how to improve reading comprehension, make meaningful connections, collaborate effectively with
peers, practice responsible research habits and use evidence to build arguments. Students who register
for the course should be prepared to sit for IB Examinations at the end of their senior year.
811 IB English Higher Level Language A: Literature II (HLA II)
Open to 12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: IB English HL I
IB Examination Fee

1 credit
Weighted

IB English HL II is the second year of a two-year, in-depth study of major pieces of literature,
including international literature studied in translation. The expectation for this course is that students
will be self-motivated learners and inquirers. Students who wish to pursue the IB diploma or a
certificate in IB English must enroll in this course. The emphasis is on analysis, critical thinking and
writing. Students will demonstrate understanding through group discussions and presentations, written
analysis on studied and unseen texts, and in-class essays and reflections. Students will keep a learner
portfolio of their notes and reflections on their learning. Students continue to strengthen reading
comprehension, make meaningful connections, collaborate effectively with peers, practice responsible
research habits and use evidence to build arguments. The IB assessments for this course are the Higher
Level Essay (an extended literary analysis essay), the Individual Oral (an oral examination focused on
the literary representation of a global issue), and the IB Examination Paper 1 (an analysis of two
unseen literary texts) and Paper 2 (an extended comparative essay). Students who register for the
course should be prepared to sit for IB Examinations in May.
440 Publications, Media and Communications
Open to 9-10-11-12
One Semester
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Publications is a hands-on study of the media and communications designed to introduce students to
the distinctive style of writing and reporting for both print and online platforms. Students will learn
about communication styles, interview skills, and how to write and communicate professionally.
Students will explore publications such as magazines, blogs, websites, brochures, bulletins, emails, etc.
Members of the class will have the opportunity to improve their writing and photography skills in
preparation for work on The Trident yearbook by writing news, features, opinion, and sports stories
that capture academics, student life, sports, clubs and portraits. Students will use story starters to
brainstorm and write copy and feature stories, create sidebars and write informational captions.
Students will learn about the history of a yearbook, how to create a yearbook theme, organize a ladder
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diagram, design layouts, take photos and create and follow specific Style Guide rules. This class is a
prerequisite for enrollment in Advanced Publications, Media and Communications, a course
designed to produce The Trident yearbook.
441 Advanced Publications, Media and Communications
Open to 9)-10-11-12
½ credit
One Semester; Class may be taken more than once
Prerequisite: Publications, Media and Communications

Advanced Publications students are accountable for all facets of producing and promoting the school
yearbook, The Trident. Students write news articles, feature stories and opinion columns as well as
take photos for the yearbook. Students also plan and design the yearbook theme and pages using an
online publication program accessible anywhere the students have access to the Internet. Students must
be able to work independently, communicate on a regular basis with the teacher and adhere to
deadlines and Style Guide rules. Students must be organized, trustworthy and punctual. Students will
use their advanced communication and writing skills to effectively promote and track student coverage
in the Yearbook. Students who enjoy and are skilled in photography will have the opportunity to take,
edit and publish photos in the yearbook.
401 Journalism I
Open to 9-10-11-12
One Semester
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Journalism I is a hands-on study of the media and mass communications designed to introduce students
to the distinctive style of writing and reporting for both print and online news platforms. The course
encourages students to stay abreast of current events, distinguish what is “news” in a world overloaded
with “media,” and practice interviewing and writing articles in the journalistic style. Members of the
class are continually writing news, feature, opinion and sports stories for the Online Tritonian and the
occasional print edition of the paper.
447 Advanced Journalism Independent Study
Open to 9-10-11-12
½ credit
One Semester; Class may be taken more than once
Prerequisite: Journalism I

Advanced Journalism Independent Study students are accountable for all facets of producing and
promoting the school newspaper, The Tritonian. S
 tudents write news articles, feature stories and
opinion columns as well as take photos and film videos for the weekly Online Tritonian. Students plan
and design the various print editions of The Tritonian published throughout the school year using the
Adobe InDesign layout program. Students must be able to work independently, communicate on a
regular basis with the teacher and adhere to deadlines.
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424 Creative Writing
Open to 11-12
One semester
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course is for students who have an appreciation and interest in both poetry and prose writing.
Students will respond to daily writing prompts, read and critique the work of classmates, hone their
grammar skills and grow in appreciation of what is demanded of a writer. From blogging, to writing
contests, to publishing in the school newspaper and/or literary magazine, students will have the
opportunity to share their creative work as well as develop their own “voice.”
514 Public Performance
Open to 11-12
Semester I or II

½ credit

As an English elective, this class is a drama/speech performance course for students of all ability levels
and backgrounds. The course objectives include increased concentration, development of creativity,
practice in the ability to “speak on one’s feet,” and growth in both interpersonal and intrapersonal
communication. Through improvisation, pantomime, and theater/speech games, students become more
comfortable with their bodies, voices, and up-front presence. Emphasis is placed upon group
cooperation and interaction.
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Fine Arts
534 Art Appreciation
Open to 9-10-11-12
Semester I
Prerequisite: None
Course fee: $30

½ credit

Art Appreciation is a one semester course that introduces students to a wide variety of art movements,
trends and styles found in art around the world. The time periods studied will range from prehistoric to
contemporary art. Emphasis will be placed on the questions: What is art? What makes art “good” or
“bad?” How has art been used and created throughout history? and What can art do for society?
Hands-on activities will be implemented throughout the course.
327 Art I
Open to 9-10-11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None
Course fee: $30

½ credit

This is a foundation course in Visual Art. It is a prerequisite to Art II. The class provides an
introduction to basic techniques, tools and art terminology. Students will be introduced to the design
process and guided through the development of ideas. We will work with design concepts in various
drawing styles, painting, and ceramics.
420 Art II
Open to 9-10-11-12
Semester I and/or II
Prerequisite: Grade of “C” in Art I
Course fee: $30

½ credit

This is a foundation course required as a prerequisite to all advanced art courses. The focus of the
course is the ability to utilize the artistic process and develop a unique artistic voice. The class provides
a space for the continued exploration of techniques, tools and art terminology. Students will work with
two and three-dimensional design concepts to fulfill artistic challenges.
507 Painting
Not Offered 2021-2022
Open to 10-11-12
½ credit
Semester II
Prerequisite: Grade of “B” in Art I and Art II
Course fee: $30

Painting is a one-semester course introducing students to watercolor, acrylic and oil painting
techniques. Specific technical areas to be studied are: proper use of tools and materials, preparation of
painting surfaces and paint application/exploration. Color theory will be reviewed. Some of the
various painting styles studied will be impressionism, surrealism, abstract expressionism and realism.
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517 Senior Art Seminar
Open to 12 (teacher recommended only)
½ credit
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: Grade of “A” in Art I & Art II and teacher recommendation; Advanced Art courses strongly
recommended
Course fee: $30

Senior Art Seminar is an independent and advanced study in the visual arts. This course is designed
for the student who has taken all offered advanced art courses but wishes to continue studio practice in
the Visual Arts. Students will build on prior experiences while developing and using new skills,
techniques and ideas. This is a teacher recommended course.
533 Drawing and Design
Open to 10-11-12
½ credit
Semester II
Prerequisite: Grade of “B” in Art I and Art II
Course fee: $30

This one semester course is designed to expose students to a wide variety of drawing techniques and
media. Design concepts will be studied to deepen the appreciation of the role of design across artistic
disciplines. Students will create work that explores the elements and principles of design, while
developing fluency in the handling of 2D media.
531 Three Dimensional Art
Not offered 2021-2022
½ credit
Semester I
Prerequisite: Grade of “B” in Art I and Art II
Course fee: $30

This semester course involves the student in using a variety of media related to sculpture, such as
paper, plaster, wire, and clay. Techniques involved in the creation of pottery, sculpture-in-the-round,
relief sculpture, found objects, and assemblages will be explored.
513 Art Metals
Open to 10-11-12
½ credit
Semester I
Prerequisite: Grade of “B” in Art I and Art II
Course fee: $30

This is a rigorous course in which students will transform two-dimensional design into a
three-dimensional wearable work of art using a variety of jewelry-making techniques. Students will
work with different materials including brass, copper, sterling silver and nickel silver. Students will be
instructed in the basic jewelry making skills of cutting, filing, soldering, casting and finishing
techniques.
570 Digital Photography
Open to 10-11-12
½ credit
Semester I and/or II
Prerequisite: Grade of “B” in Art I
Course fee: $25 art fee + $25 rental fee if using a school camera

This course covers basic concepts and practice of digital photography, including understanding and use
of the DSLR camera, lenses, and other basic photographic equipment. The course will address
aesthetic principles as they relate to composition, exposure, light, and color. Basic digital
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manipulations of images will be taught through Photoshop in preparation for creating a portfolio of
images. Digital Photography is offered as a transcribed credit course through NWTC.
Transcribed credit courses are delivered at the high school, duplicating NWTC competencies,
curriculum, and resources. By taking a transcribed credit class, you potentially earn both high school
and college credit for the course. Students must earn a ”C” or
better for the transcripted course to become part of their official college record. Transcripted credit
agreements are transferable to other WI technical colleges and may transfer to 4-year universities.
834 IB Visual Art Standard Level I
Open to 11
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Art I & Art II; Advanced Art courses & Art Appreciation are strongly recommended
Course fee: $100

IB Visual Art SL I is year one of a two-year course. This course will enable students to do artwork
that is influenced by personal and cultural contexts, and become informed, critical observers and
makers of visual culture and media. They will also be empowered to develop skills, techniques and
processes in order to communicate concepts and ideas. Students will study the visual arts in three
distinct areas: Comparative Studies (40%), Process Portfolio (40%) and Exhibition (20%). At the end
of the year, students are required to exhibit their artwork. Gallery and museum visits will be required.
835 IB Visual Art Standard Level II
Open to 12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: IB Visual Art SL I; Advanced Art courses & Art Appreciation strongly recommended
Course fee: $100
IB Examination Fee

This course is a continuation of IB Visual Art SL I. Students who take this course will take part in the
International Baccalaureate Organization internal and external assessments in the second semester.
They will be required to exhibit 4 – 7 works of art, write a 400 word curatorial essay, produce a
comparative study and produce a process portfolio. Gallery and museum visits will be required.
836 IB Visual Art Higher Level I
Open to 11
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Art I & Art II; Advanced Art courses & Art Appreciation strongly recommended
Course fee: $100

IB Visual Art HL I is year one of a two-year course. This course will enable students to do artwork
that is influenced by personal and cultural contexts, and become informed, critical observers and
makers of visual culture and media. They will also be empowered to develop skills, techniques and
processes in order to communicate concepts and ideas. Students will study the visual arts in three
distinct areas: Comparative Studies (20%), Process Portfolio (40%), and Exhibition (40%). At the end
of the year, students are required to exhibit their artwork. Gallery and museum visits will be required.
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837 IB Visual Art Higher Level II
Open to 12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: IB Visual Art HL I; Advanced Art courses and Art Appreciation are strongly recommended
Course Fee: $100
IB Examination Fee

This course is a continuation of IB Visual Art HL I. Students who take this course will take part in the
International Baccalaureate Organization internal and external assessments in the second semester.
Students will be required to exhibit 8 – 11 works of art, write a 700 word curatorial essay, produce
a comparative study and produce a process portfolio. Gallery and museum visits will be required.

MUSIC
535 Music Appreciation
Open to 9-10-11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Music Appreciation is a one-semester course that introduces the student to the various movements,
trends and styles found in Western music. European masterpieces from the renaissance to the romantic
periods as well as American musical history will be studied. Students will also be exposed to a wide
variety of music and learn how to actively listen to and analyze music with no needed musical
background. In addition, students will work with Garage Band and other recording programs,
composing their own music, learn about and play instruments from all over the world, and will present
interviews with composers such as “Bach, Beethoven, or even Jimmy Hendrix”.

CHORAL MUSIC
Choral Music courses develop knowledge and skills needed to perform as a quality choral singer. While
solo singing instruction and experience develop individual talents and abilities, they are not substitutes for
the daily choral experience. Students will sing from a wide range of styles and include madrigals-pop
acapella music. Students who wish to audition for a singing role in the annual musical or the Tritones
Vocal Jazz Ensemble are encouraged to enroll in a choral music course.

421 Academy Choir (full-year course)
Open to 9 -10-11 or teacher approval
Two semesters

1 credit

This course is for students interested in singing in the high school mixed choir who are starting or are early
in their high school choir career and have fewer than 2 semesters of high school choir. The objective is to
learn to use the voice by improving the vocal skills of tone production, breathing, diction and performance
of choral music. This choir prepares the students for Concert Choir. The Academy Choir will perform at the
Fall Concert, Christmas Concert (Dec.), Early (March) and Late (May) Spring Choral Concerts . Singers
will also participate in the Solo and Ensemble activities. The choir takes a trip every other year. Recent
trips have been Atlanta/Nashville, and Chicago.
425 Academy Choir (one-semester course)
Open to 9-10-11 or teacher approval
1 semester
½ credit
This course is for students interested in singing in the high school choir mixed choir but who may only
have room for one semester of the class. The objective is to learn to use the voice by improving the vocal
skills of tone production, breathing, diction and performance of choral music. This choir prepares the
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students for Concert Choir. The Academy Choir will perform at the Fall Concert and Christmas Concert
(Dec.). This choir will not be eligible for participation in the Choir trips.

508 Concert Choir (full-year course)
Open to 10-(with permission), 11-12 (men & women)
1 credit 
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Minimum of 2 semesters of high school choir o r an audition with choral director.

This course is for students interested in singing in the high school mixed choir at the advanced level. The
objective is to learn to use the voice by improving the vocal skills of tone production, breathing, diction and
performance through more challenging SATB/SSAA choral music. The Concert Choir will perform at the
Fall Concert, Christmas Concert (Dec.), Early Spring (March), and the Late Spring (May)Choral Concerts ,
Graduation Mass and other events. Singers may also participate in the Solo and Ensemble as a soloist or
with a small ensemble. The choir takes a trip every other year.. Recent trips have Atlanta/Nashville, and
Chicago.

Instrumental Music
506 Symphonic Band (full-year course)
Open to 9-10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Middle school band experience or director approval
Course fee: $100

This course is offered primarily for freshmen and sophomores. The Symphonic Band provides a
variety of performance experiences for instrumental musicians, including 3 concerts, the Green Bay
Holiday Parade and Pep Band. Symphonic Band members combine with the Wind Ensemble to form
the Triton Marching Band and Pep Band. Symphonic Band members are eligible for Flute, Brass,
Woodwind, Percussion and Jazz Ensembles. These chamber groups are extracurricular and meet
before school. Symphonic Band members will use SmartMusic software technology and participate in
Solo and Ensemble Festival activities. The band does a bi-annual trip. Recent trips include St. Louis,
Nashville, and New Orleans.
509 Wind Ensemble (full-year course)
Open to: 9-10 upon consent of instructor
1 credit
Open to: 11-12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Audition and/or teacher recommendation
Course fee: $100

This course is offered primarily for juniors and seniors. Placement for freshmen and sophomores in
Wind Ensemble is based on exceptional skill level and/or instrumentation needs. Wind Ensemble
provides a variety of performance experiences for instrumental musicians including 3 concerts, the
Green Bay Holiday Parade, and Pep Band. Symphonic Band members combine with the Wind
Ensemble to form the Triton Marching Band and Pep Band. Members are eligible for Flute, Brass,
Woodwind, Percussion and Jazz Ensembles. These chamber groups are extracurricular and meet
before school. All Band members will use SmartMusic software technology and participate in Solo
and Ensemble Festival activities. The band does a bi-annual trip. Recent trips include St. Louis,
Nashville, and New Orleans.
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841 IB Music Standard Level
Open to 11, 12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in NDA Band, Chorus, or teacher recommendation
IB Examination Fee

Students will learn Music Theory, Composition and Musical Analysis of many styles and cultures
throughout history. Students will compose music, research local and world music, and perform music
as part of their requirements. All wind instrument students must be in Band; voice students must be in
Chorus; and string players must be a member of the Green Bay Youth Symphony Orchestra during this
course. Piano and guitar students should set up an appointment with the instructor for alternative
group options.
842 IB Music Higher Level I
Open to 11
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in NDA Band, Chorus, or teacher recommendation

Students will learn Music Theory, Composition and Musical Analysis of many styles and cultures
throughout history. Students will compose music, research local and world music, and perform music
as part of their requirements.All wind instrument students must be in Band; Voice students must be in
Chorus; and string players must be members of the Green Bay Youth Symphony Orchestra during this
course. Piano and guitar students must be in Band, Choir, Tritones, or Jazz Band. Higher Level
students must also take private weekly lessons to prepare for the required recital.
843 IB Music Higher Level II
Open to 12
½ credit
Semester II
Weighted
Prerequisite: IB Music HL I, concurrent enrollment in NDA Band, Chorus, or teacher recommendation
IB Examination Fee

This class is a continuation of IB HL I. Students will complete the studies they started in HL I music in
composition, research, and performance.
550 Advanced Music
Open to 11, 12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in NDA Band, Chorus, or teacher recommendation

This class is very similar to the IB Music classes. It is for non-IB students interested in advanced
music study. Standard Level IB requirements apply to Advanced Music with some Higher Level
Options. This is a one-year course taken with Higher Level IB and Standard Level IB students in the
same class. Piano and guitar students should set up an appointment with the Band Director for
instructions on alternative group options.

NON-CREDIT OFFERINGS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
These courses will be offered outside the normal school day:
Flute, Brass, Woodwind and Percussion Ensembles
Chamber groups will rehearse one day a week according to the daily schedule, which will be out by the
3rd week of school. These groups will perform at concerts, solo and ensemble and other events like
church, school related, charity, etc…. All band students are eligible and strongly encouraged to join!!
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Jazz Ensembles
These are large instrumental ensembles including saxophones, trombones, trumpets, drum set, piano
and guitar that are open to Band members only. Rehearsals are before school twice a week for each
ensemble. Jazz Ensemble performs at several regional jazz festivals, a grade school tour, concerts,
Cabaret Night and other events throughout the entire school year.
Music Ministry Students rehearse before school two days a week to prepare music for our NDA masses.
They perform at our all school masses throughout the school year and also for Tritonfest, NHS, and
Diocesan masses.
Musical Chorus/Vocal Ensemble Notre Dame Academy’s annual musical showcases the talents of
students. The cast is selected by auditions. All cast members attend musical rehearsals.

Pit Orchestra
Rehearsal for the pit orchestra will begin several months prior to the musical production.
“Tritones”: Jazz Choir
The “Tritones” consists of a group of students (freshmen-seniors) interested in the performance of Jazz and
Popular music, and is open to choir and band members only. Small ensembles within the “Tritones” will
also be available with an audition. The “Tritones” perform at several regional vocal jazz festivals, concerts,
Cabaret Night and other events throughout the entire school year.
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Mathematics (Please see page 83 for 228GB College Precalculus & 309GB College Calculus)
142 Pre-Algebra
Open to 9
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisites: Department recommendation and administrative approval

Places a strong emphasis on the continued study of properties of integers, order of operations,
variables, expressions, and equations. Students will solve and graph equations and inequalities, write
and solve proportions, and explore geometry, and graph concepts. Students who take Pre-Algebra
may not meet four-year college admissions requirements.

116 Algebra A
Open to 9
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit

This course is the same course as Algebra I, however, the material will be covered over a two year
time span. The reduced pace allows students normally prevented from taking Algebra I to succeed.
Algebra A is designed to be followed by Algebra B in the following year.
117 Algebra B
Open to 10
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Algebra A

1 credit

This course is a continuation of Algebra A. The course material is the same as the second semester of
Algebra I.
118 Algebra I
Open to 9
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Satisfactory score on placement exam

This is an introductory course in Algebra, stressing the structure of the real number system, the rules
for operating in that system, as well as problem solving with the use of equations and inequalities.
This course is recommended for college preparation.
213 Algebra II
Open to 9-10
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Algebra I or teacher recommendation

This course expands upon the foundation laid by Algebra I by providing further development of the
concept of a function. Students will work extensively with transforming functions and function
families including linear, absolute value, quadratics, cubic, polynomial, rational, square root, cube root,
exponential and logarithmic functions. Students will broaden their knowledge of solving systems of
equations, exploring sequences and inverses of functions.
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214 Honors Algebra II
Open to 9-10
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: A grade of “A” in both semesters of Algebra I or teacher recommendation

This course expands upon the foundations laid by Algebra I to include more sophisticated problem
solving, extensive treatment of functions in real contexts, advanced graphing, explorations of linear,
power, quadratic and exponential functions, and an introduction to logarithms. Students who choose to
take this course are expected to be motivated learners eager and ready to be challenged.
215 Geometry
Open to 10-11-12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Algebra A and Algebra B

1 credit

This is a course in plane geometry designed to accomplish skills in using deductive methods, analyzing
facts, and perceiving relationships among geometric ideas. In addition, logical deductive step-by-step
proofs are created by the students.
216 Geometry with Trigonometry
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Algebra II or Honors Algebra II

This course includes concepts of Geometry, including some work with geometric proofs, as well as a
study of right triangle trigonometry, logarithms, conics, and geometric and arithmetic sequences and
series. In addition, algebra skills are reviewed throughout the course in preparation for ACT and SAT
standardized exams. This course will prepare students to take Pre-Calculus.
217 Honors Geometry with Trigonometry
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Open to 9 with Teacher recommendation and/or Placement exam
Two semesters
Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or higher in Honors Algebra II; a grade of “A” in
Algebra II; or teacher recommendation

This course includes concepts of Geometry, including work with geometric proofs, as well as a study
of right triangle trigonometry, logarithms, conics, and geometric and arithmetic sequences and series.
In addition, algebra concepts are reviewed throughout the course in preparation for ACT and SAT
standardized exams. The course is designed to prepare students to take Honors Pre-Calculus, Calculus,
St. Norbert College Credit Calculus or either the IB SL or HL Mathematics. Students who choose to
take this course are expected to be motivated learners, eager and ready to be challenged.
306 Pre-Calculus
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Geometry with Trigonometry; Honors Geometry with Trigonometry; or teacher recommendation

This course is designed to provide an introduction to and preparation for a college course in Calculus.
The subject matter includes trigonometry, functions, advanced algebra, and analytical geometry.
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228 Honors Pre-Calculus
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or higher in Honors Geometry with Trigonometry; a grade of “A” in
Geometry with Trigonometry; or teacher recommendation

This course is designed to provide an introduction to and preparation for a college course in Calculus.
The subject matter includes trigonometry, functions, advanced algebra, analytical geometry, matrices,
and skills in differential calculus, including average rates of change, the difference quotient and limits.
308 Calculus I (non-college credit)
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Geometry with Trigonometry; Pre-Calculus; or teacher recommendation

This is a course in differential and integral calculus with related analytical geometry. The course is not
a college equivalent, rather it is a balance of theory and application designed to give students a strong
background in order to increase the likelihood of success in a college level Calculus I course.
309 College Credit Calculus I:
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit – NDA - Weighted
Two semesters
College credits available
Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or higher in Honors Geometry with Trigonometry; a grade of “A” in Geometry with
Trigonometry; a grade of “C” or higher in Pre-Calculus; or a GPA of 3.0 or higher and admission into the
class by the sponsoring college and teacher recommendation
Course fee is required for this class

This is a rigorous course in differential and integral calculus with related analytical geometry. The
course is a college equivalent with a balance of theory and application. It can be taken for 4 college
credits. A college registration fee is required.
310 College Credit Calculus II:
Open to 11-12
Two semesters

1 credit – NDA - Weighted
College Credits available

Prerequisite: Admission into the class by the sponsoring college, a grade of “C” or higher in Calculus I and teacher
recommendation
Course fee is required for this class

This course is a continuation of the concepts of Differential and Integral Calculus begun in Calculus I.
It can be taken for 4 college credits. A college registration fee is required.
218 Advanced Algebra
Open to 12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Prerequisite: Geometry and teacher recommendation

This is a second course in Algebra for senior students who have completed Geometry and earns
Algebra II credit for the student.
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219 Probability and Statistics
Open to 12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Prerequisite: Geometry with Trigonometry

This course is an introduction to elementary statistics and rules of probability. The course will include
study of the underlying theory, as well as many examples and exercises covering a wide variety of
different and interesting applications.
NOTE: Students should check with colleges to which they intend to apply to verify that this course
meets admissions requirements for mathematics.
230 Advanced Statistics
Open to 12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Course Fee: $100
Prerequisite: Algebra I; Algebra II; a grade of “A” or higher in Geometry with Trigonometry; “B” or higher in Honors
Geometry with Trigonometry; GPA of 3.0 or higher and teacher recommendation

This is a college preparatory course in statistics. The purpose of the course is to introduce students to
the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing and drawing conclusions from data. Students
are exposed to four broad conceptual themes:
1) Exploring Data: Observing patterns and departures from patterns
2) Planning a Study: Deciding what and how to measure
3) Anticipating Patterns: Producing models using probability theory and simulation
4) Statistical Inference: Confirming models
This course will include study of the underlying theory, as well as many examples and exercises
covering a wide variety of applications. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement
(AP) exam.
NOTE: Students should check with colleges to which they intend to apply to verify that this course
meets admissions requirements for mathematics.
857 IB Mathematics Applications and Interpretation (A&I) (SL/HL I)
Open to 11
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Geometry with Trigonometry or teacher recommendation

This course is designed for students who enjoy describing the real world and solving practical problems using
mathematics, those who are interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside exploring mathematical
models and enjoy the more practical side of mathematics. Students enrolling in this course may choose the
Standard Level or the High Level path. For SL, the two-year course covers Algebra and Functions,
Mathematical Modelling, Geometry, Trigonometry, Probability and Statistics, and rudimentary Calculus.
Students choosing the HL path will also explore Logarithms, Complex Numbers, Matrices, Discrete
Mathematics, and further exploration into Calculus and Statistics.
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858 IB Mathematics Applications and Interpretation (A&I) (SL/HL II)
Open to 12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: IB Analysis and Approaches SL/HL I

This course is a continuation of IB Applications and Interpretation I. Students who register for this course will
take the International Baccalaureate Organization internal assessment and external exams in the second
semester. Students will need to commit to the HL or the SL path during the first semester of this course.

859 IB Mathematics Analysis and Approaches (A&A) (SL/HL I)
Open to 11
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Geometry with Trigonometry or teacher recommendation

This course is intended for students who wish to pursue studies in mathematics at university or subjects that
have extensive mathematical content. It is for students who enjoy enveloping mathematical arguments, problem
solving and exploring real and abstract applications, with and without technology. Students enrolling in this
course may choose the Standard Level or the High Level path. For students choosing the SL path, the two-year
course covers Algebra and Functions (including quadratic, polynomial, exponential, logarithmic functions),
Deductive Proof, Regression, Geometry, Trigonometry, Probability and Statistics, Vectors and Calculus.
Students choosing the HL path will also further explore the subjects of Statistics and Calculus.

860 IB Mathematics Analysis and Approaches (A&A) (SL/HL II)
Open to 12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: IB Analysis and Approaches SL/HL I

This course is a continuation of IB Analysis and Approaches I. Students who register for this course will take
the International Baccalaureate Organization internal assessment and external exams in the second semester.
Students will need to commit to the HL or the SL path during the first semester of this course.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH SEQUENCE
Notre Dame Academy requires students to take two semesters of Physical Education. All students are
required to take either Team & Strategic Games or Strength and Conditioning 1 prior to their Junior
year. Students can fulfill their second Physical Education credit as soon as their first credit has been
completed. Students may take as many Lifetime Fitness classes and Advanced Strength and
Conditioning Classes as their schedule allows.

51

Physical Education/Health
564 Strength and Conditioning I
Open to Grades 9, 10, 11
Semester I and/or II
Prerequisite: None

½ Credit

This course is for students who have little to no strength and conditioning experience and are serious
about improving their strength and overall physical abilities. The course will cover basic technique that
will be built upon in the following strength and conditioning courses. Throughout the semester,
students will go through a base, development and peak phase. Students will go through progressions
that involve Olympic lifts, power lifts, plyometrics, core and other auxiliary lifts that help reduce the
risk of injury. Students will also learn about how certain exercises and programs will affect their body
and physical abilities. This course is made for student-athletes, and students who are interested in a
future in exercise science fields such as: physical therapy, athletic training, strength and conditioning.
CPR/AED training will also be included in this course.
565 Advanced Strength and Conditioning
Open to Grades 10-12
Semester I and/or II
Prerequisite: Strength and Conditioning I

½ Credit

This course is for students with advanced physical abilities and will build off of the techniques and
exercise principles established in Strength and Conditioning 2. Throughout the semester, students will
go through a base, development and peak phase. Students will continue progressions that involve
Olympic lifts, power lifts, plyometrics, core and other auxiliary lifts that help reduce the risk of injury.
Students will also learn about how certain exercises and programs will affect their body and physical
abilities. Students may take this class as many times as he/she wishes.
566 Team and Strategic Games
Open to Grades 9-10
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ Credit

This course is designed to introduce and develop skills of various team activities. These activities will
include: tennis, badminton, volleyball, basketball, team handball, kickball, wiffle ball, floor hockey.
Many of the games played in this class are games that students can continue to play beyond their
academic careers as a way to maintain lifelong fitness and health. CPR and AED certification will also
be acquired in this class.
567 Lifetime Fitness
Open to Grades 10-12
½ Credit
Semester I and/ or II
Prerequisite: Team and Strategic Games or Strength and Conditioning I

This course is designed to promote physical fitness. In this course, students will learn basic strength,
cardiovascular, and yoga exercises, as well as, other contemporary exercise methods. Students will
also learn about how certain exercises and programs will affect their body and physical abilities. This
course will build skills that allow students to maintain their fitness levels long after their academic
careers. Students may take this class as many times as he/she wishes.
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545 Kinesiology: Introduction to Sports Medicine and Athletic Training
Open to 11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Kinesiology: Introduction to Sports Medicine and Athletic Training is an elective course designed for
juniors and seniors interested in athletics and the medical needs of athletes. This course will explore
the areas of anatomy and physiology. It will also explore the sports medicine, athletic training and
physical therapy professions. Students will study the concepts of anatomy and physiology and apply
them to sports medicine in a lecture/lab setting.
123 Health
Required for all Freshmen
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course uses the holistic approach to health education. It explores the areas of physical, mental,
social and spiritual health. Topics discussed in class include total health, nutrition, personality
development, mental disorders, human growth and development, abstinence, substance abuse and
responsible decision making.
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT SEQUENCE

SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE SEQUENCE
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Science (Please see page 83 for 301GB Human Biology)
302 Physical Science
Open to 9
Two semesters Prerequisite: None

1 credit

This is an introductory science course, with laboratory activities, studying selected principles of matter
and energy. This course is designed for students with little science and/or math background.
303 Introduction to Chemistry and Physics (Honors Freshman Science)
Open to 9
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Test scores/Consultation with eighth grade teachers and teacher recommendation

This is an accelerated course beginning with the mathematics of science using the metric system. The
course includes laboratory activities and proper scientific expression of data concerning the sciences of
chemistry and physics.
113 Biology A
Open to 10
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Completion of Physical Science and teacher recommendation

This course is a study of the world of living things and their interrelationships. This science course is
an introductory approach to the basic principles of biology. Biological processes, problem solving and
laboratory techniques will be studied. Topics include microscopy, cell structure and function, cell
reproduction, ecology, genetics, and human anatomy. It is a laboratory course, but is not meant for
students who wish to pursue a science career.
114 Biology
Open to 10
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

This course is a study of the world of living things and their interrelationships. Biological processes,
problem solving and laboratory techniques will be studied. Topics include microscopy, cell structure
and function, cell reproduction, ecology, genetics, and human anatomy.
115 Honors Biology
Open to 10
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

1 credit

This accelerated course treats the structures and functions involved in the composition of organisms
and their interrelationships with non-living matter. The ability to express oneself orally and in written
form will be encouraged. Students who plan to take Advanced Biology are urged to take Honors
Biology.
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301 Advanced Biology: Anatomy and Physiology
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: A grade of "B-" or higher in Honors Biology or an “A-” or higher in Biology.

This is a college preparatory course taught to assist students who are thinking of a career in biology or
medicine. This course will focus on human anatomy and physiology which is the study of the structure
and function of the human body. Students will study the structure and function of the various cells,
tissues, and integrated systems of the body with an emphasis on the interrelationships among systems
and the regulation of physiological functions involved in maintaining homeostasis. Case studies and
laboratory investigations will be used to further understand the human body.
850 IB Biology Higher Level I (HL I)
Open to 11
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Recommended that students have taken Chemistry/Honors Chemistry or take Chemistry along with IB
Biology and teacher recommendation.

This is the first year of an in-depth, two-year course in biology. Topics include cells, the chemistry of
life, photosynthesis, cellular respiration, genetics, ecology, plants, and evolution. Skills in evaluation,
analysis and synthesis of data will be developed in each student. A 10 hour science project will be
completed in partnership with IB Chemistry and IB Physics students to experience investigating a local
or real-life science issue. IB external exams are taken in May of the senior year.
851 IB Biology Higher Level II (HL II)
Open to 12
Two Semesters
Prerequisite: IB Biology Higher Level I
IB Examination Fee

1 credit
Weighted

This is a continuation of IB Biology Higher Level I with a focus on human anatomy and physiology.
Students will be expected to develop their independent thinking skills to a level where students will be
able to plan their own Internal Assessment experiment, given minimal instruction and guidance.
Students who register for this course will take the International Baccalaureate Organization external
exam in the second semester.
209 Chemistry A
Open to 11-12
Two semesters
1 credit
Requirement: Completion of Biology A, and Algebra B or Algebra I,and teacher recommendation

This science course is an introductory approach to the basic principles of chemistry. Math skills will be
taught as applicable to each topic. Topics emphasized will be stoichiometry, gas laws, atomic structure,
and bonding. It is a laboratory course, but is not meant for students who wish to pursue a science
career.
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210 Chemistry
Open to 11-12 (open to 10 for those who intend to take IB Biology HL I)
Two semesters
1 credit
Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I

This science course is a treatment of the basics of pre-college chemistry with heavy emphasis on
problem solving techniques. Topics emphasized will be stoichiometry, gas laws, atomic structure and
bonding, solutions, thermodynamics and chemical equilibria.
211 Honors Chemistry
Open to 11-12 (open to 10 for those who intend to take IB Biology HL I and have a grade of “B-“or higher
in Introduction to Chemistry and Physics)
Two semesters
1 credit
Weighted
Prerequisite: A grade of “B-“or higher in ICP is recommended or grade of “B” in Honors Biology; a grade of “A”
in Biology and a grade of “B” in Algebra II; or teacher recommendation

This accelerated course is designed for science-oriented students. A quantitative treatment of the
major areas of chemistry, emphasizing the utility of the mole, gas laws, atomic structure and bonding,
solutions, and equilibria will comprise the course content.
822 IB Chemistry Higher Level I (HL I)
Open to 11
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: A grade of “B-“or higher in ICP and a grade of “B” or higher in Algebra II or teacher recommendation

This is the first year of an in-depth, two-year course with emphasis on quantitative problem solving in
Chemistry. Topics include the utility of the mole, periodicity, atomic structure and bonding and
solutions. The international aspects of chemistry study, laboratory skills, safety and techniques will be
taught. Skills in evaluation, analysis and synthesis of data will be developed in each student. A 10
hour science project will be completed in partnership with IB Physics and IB Biology students to
experience investigating a local or real-life science issue. IB external exams are taken in May of the
senior year.
823 IB Chemistry Higher Level II (HL II)
Open to 12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: IB Chemistry HL I or Honors Chemistry
IB Examination Fee

This is a continuation of IB Chemistry HL I/Honors Chemistry. Additional topics include energetics,
oxidation-reduction, electrochemistry, equilibrium, acids and bases, organic chemistry, drugs and
medicines. Students will be expected to develop their independent thinking skills to a level where
students will be able to plan their own labs given minimal instruction and guidance. A 10 hour
individual lab investigation, designed by the student, will be completed during this year as an IB
internal assessment. Students who register for this course will take the International Baccalaureate
Organization external exams in the second semester.
229 Advanced Topics in Chemistry
Open to 12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: IB Chemistry HL I or Honors Chemistry

This course is for the student who is continuing in science in college and is taught in conjunction with
IB Higher Level Chemistry II. Topics include energetics, oxidation-reduction, electrochemistry,
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equilibrium, acids and bases, organic chemistry, drugs and medicines. Students will be expected to
develop their independent thinking skills to a level where they will be able to plan their own labs,
given minimal instruction and guidance. Students in this course will complete internal assessments in
the form of lab reports and tests.
304 Physics
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: A grade of "C" or higher in Geometry with Trigonometry and Chemistry; or teacher recommendation

This laboratory science course uses a quantitative approach to the principle of matter and energy,
requiring mathematical skills. Topics of consideration are vectors, mechanics, heat, sound, light, and
electricity.
305 Honors Physics
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: A grade of "B" or higher in Honors Chemistry; a grade of “A” in Chemistry and a grade of “B” or
higher in Geometry with Trigonometry; or teacher recommendation

This course is a rigorous, mathematical approach to the science of physics. The course is designed for
the student who is math/science oriented relative to college plans. Laboratory experiments will be
performed and discussed. Vectors, mechanics, heat, sound, light, gases, and electricity are treated
in-depth.
824 IB Physics Standard Level I (SL I)

Open to 11
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or higher in Geometry with Trigonometry and a grade of “B-“or higher in
Introduction to Chemistry and Physic ; or teacher recommendation

This is a two-year course that explores the physical world of the universe by examining the laws and
principles that influence every aspect of the physical world. This course is designed to both strengthen
students’ understanding of physics concepts and to encourage scientific thinking. Topics include
mechanics, thermodynamics, electromagnetism, light, sound and international issues such as global
warming. The investigative approach of this course not only allows students to personally experience
the dynamics of physics, but also develops their ability to analyze, synthesize and think creatively.
Emphasis is placed on the international aspects of physics as students develop appropriate laboratory
techniques and skills in the laboratory. A 10 hour science project will be completed in partnership
with IB Chemistry and IB Biology. There will be ongoing Internal IB assessments in the form of lab
reports. The IB external exams are taken in May of the senior year.
825 IB Physics Standard Level II (SL II)
Open to 12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: IB Physics SL I
IB Examination Fee

1 credit
Weighted

This is a continuation of IB Physics SL I. Students who register for this course will take the
International Baccalaureate Organization internal assessments and external exams in the second
semester.
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337 Advanced Topics in Physics
Open to 12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Physics, Honors Physics, or IB Physics SL I

This course offers a specialized study of Physics.
404 Earth and Environmental Science
Open to 11-12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

This is a general laboratory course examining those sciences that deal with the Earth and its systems:
Sphere Modeling, Geology, Paleontology, Natural Resources, Ecology, and Meteorology. Lecture
topics incorporate potential careers within each discipline as well as analyzing case studies. Hands-on
laboratory work will deal with various aspects of geology, soil chemistry and composition, and
weather modeling. Additional topics may include volcanology, seismology, and modern cartography
and GPS.
490 Planetary Science
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Physical Science, Biology A, or teacher recommendation

This course is designed for junior and senior students who are developing their reading comprehension
and science reasoning skills. During one semester, students will explore the origins of the universe,
develop an account of Earth's formation and early history, and focus on technological advancements in
terms of space exploration. As part of the second semester, students will gain background in the
processes and physical components that make up Earth. These topics include Earth's interior thermal
convection, geology, plate tectonics, weathering, and the atmosphere.
826 IB Environmental Systems and Societies SL
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or higher in Biology or Honors Biology; or teacher recommendation
IB Examination Fee

The IB Environmental Systems and Societies SL course is designed to develop a comprehensive
understanding of environmental and societal interaction. The systemic approach provides the core
methodology of the course. It is amplified by other sources, such as economic, historical, cultural,
socio-political and scientific, to provide a holistic perspective of environmental issues. Students who
register for this course will take the International Baccalaureate Organization internal assessments and
external exams in the second semester.
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT SEQUENCE

OR

Requirements:
Three credits (3 years) of Social Studies are required for graduation. This includes Freshman course Introduction to Social
Studies (ISS), a Sophomore History course, and a Junior World History and Culture. IB History of the Americas HL or IB
Philosophy both fulfill the World History and Culture requirement. Electives are open to Juniors and Seniors. If taking
World History and Culture, a remaining ½ credit must be fulfilled through an additional elective.
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*IB Philosophy HL year two is fulfilled through the Theology Department.

Social Studies
140 Introduction to Social Studies
Open to 9
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

Introduction to Social Studies (ISS) is an introductory course focusing on humans and how they relate
to society. This course focuses on four major sections in the field: (1) Foundations of Social Studies,
(2) Geography, (3) Economics, (4) Civics and Government. The first section will include questions of
how we know things in the social studies and sets the framework for all later units. Geography will
focus on fundamental aspects of geographic literacy, exploring regions, and surveying key aspects of
human geography. Economics is the study of production, distribution and consumption of goods and
services. Students will gain an understanding of basic economics. Civics and government is the largest
unit and covers basic elements of national, state, and local government, how they work and a hands-on
approach to responsible citizenship. There will be an emphasis on social studies and literacy skills
throughout the course.
105 American Experience
Open to 10
1 credit - U.S. History
Two semesters
1 credit – Sophomore English
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Freshman English, Honors Freshman English or teacher recommendation

American Experience combines U.S. history and American literature and explores the natural
relationship between the two. Through their study of literature, students will comprehend American
history from the point of view of those who lived it. The requirements for both Sophomore English and
U.S. History and Government will be met in this course. Additionally, students will experience
American culture in ways not possible in separate courses. Students will also practice research and
writing skills. Students taking this course will be scheduled for two consecutive periods per day, but
will receive one grade.
141 United States History & Government
Open to 10-11
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

The study of local, state and national governments will be integrated into an examination of the
political, religious and cultural history of the United States. Events from the first migrations to North
America through contemporary times will be covered. As part of this course, all students must pass
the state mandated civics exam.
446 World History and Culture
Open to 11
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course explores the foundations of cultural worldviews by examining and comparing different
periods of both Western and Non-Western civilizations, including Greece, Rome, China, India, the
Middle East and indigenous peoples of Africa and the Americas. Topics examine the origin of these
worldviews, including history, government, art, science and religion. Ancient themes are discussed
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with consideration to contemporary events and issues. Students are expected to analyze primary
historical documents and compare them to modern sources of media and information. Expression of
student comprehension will be demonstrated through a variety of both oral and written formats.
*Note: This course is required for graduation. The requirement will be waived if a student completes one of the
following courses: Philosophy, IB Philosophy, or two years of IB History HL.

405 - 20th and 21st Century Global Politics
Open to 11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course uses an interdisciplinary approach incorporating various branches of the Social Sciences
including: History, Geography, Political Science and Economics. This course examines the nature and
scope of government and how it functions in relation to both individuals and society. This will include
an appreciation and investigation into human rights and civil liberties. Students will dialogue about
current events and political issues relative to both national and international affairs. The course will use
a wide variety of assessments including objective tests, written responses, project based learning, and
potential simulations. The goal of this course is to empower students to enact change through civic
engagement.
410 Economics
Open to 11-12
Semester 1 or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Economics is a part of our everyday lives and every decision we make has economic implications.
Topics covered are: scarcity, supply and demand, investments, competition, the role of government,
fiscal and monetary policy and global economics. The goal of this course is to foster economic literacy
and economic thinking skills that will enable students to think critically and to make better informed
personal and public decisions. This course satisfies a Social Studies requirement.
433 Introduction to Psychology
Open to 11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Psychology is the scientific study of mental process and behavior. Introduction to Psychology is
designed to provide an overview of several psychology topics. Unlike sociology, psychology is
primarily focused on the individual as opposed to groups and societies. Course topics are subject to
change, depending on the semester, but will likely include: background information, research
methods, human development, consciousness/sleep/dreams, learning and biology of behavior. Other
topics that may be substituted may include health and stress, memory, personality, etc.
444 Modern Psychology
Open to 11-12
Two Semesters Weighted
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

Modern Psychology is designed to give students an in-depth understanding of how psychologists
perform psychological research. The course will focus on the Biological, Cognitive and Sociocultural
approaches to understanding behavior. There will also be an emphasis on research methods and a
specialty topic. Students will replicate experiment and produce a manuscript using the objectives
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outlined by the IB program. The specialty topic will be selected by the instructor and may focus on the
psychology of human relationships, abnormal psychology, developmental psychology, or health
psychology. This course best described as a special topics course and not an introductory course.
The curriculum for Modern Psychology is the same as IB Psychology SL. Both classes are run jointly.
Modern Psychology is an option is for students who are not seeking IB credit and will not be taking
the IB Assessments. However, all students will complete the same curriculum and in class
requirements.
844 IB Psychology (SL)
Open to 11-12
Two Semesters
Prerequisite: None
IB Examination Fee

1 credit
Weighted

IB Psychology (SL) is designed to give students an in-depth understanding of how psychologists
perform psychological research. The course will focus on the Biological, Cognitive and Sociocultural
approaches to understanding behavior. There will also be an emphasis on research methods and a
specialty topic. For the Internal Assessment, students will replicate experiment and produce a
manuscript using the objectives outlined by the IB program. The specialty topic will be selected by the
instructor and may focus on the psychology of human relationships, abnormal psychology,
developmental psychology, or health psychology. This course best described as a special topics course
and not an introductory course.
IB students will be seeking to achieve IB credit for this course. The IB composite score for the class
includes the Internal Assessment (replication of experiment) as well as two written External
Assessments. One written exam is focused on the core: Biological, Cognitive, and Sociocultural
Approaches. The other is focused on a specialty topic selected from the options listed above. IB
Psychology SL is run jointly with Modern Psychology. All students will complete the same
curriculum and in class requirements. IB Psychology students will receive an NDA letter grade for
their performance in class and a separate score from IB for their performance on IB Assessments.
411 Sociology
Open to 11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

The study of sociology provides a way of understanding human behavior. This course focuses on the
investigation and analysis of human relationships, and seeks explanations of their causes and
consequences. Topics investigated include culture, cultural values, socialization, social institutions:
family, education, religion, the economy, government and social problems.
476 Child and Family Studies I
Open to 11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course is designed to assist students in their understanding of children and parenting. The content
includes the physical, intellectual, social and emotional development of children from conception
through the age of three. The course also examines families, effective parenting skills and child care
concepts.
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477 Child and Family Studies II
Open to 11-12
Semester II
Prerequisite: Child and Family Studies I

½ credit

This course constitutes a further examination of child development. As an extension of Child and
Family Studies I, Child and Family Studies II will cover the areas of physical, intellectual, social and
emotional development of children aged one to six. The course also examines health and safety, caring
for children with special needs and careers relating to children.
478 American Culture Studies
Open to 11-12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

1/2 credit

American Culture Studies will examine the histories and cultures of three distinct groups of
Americans: Native Americans, Mexican Americans, and African Americans. This course will
emphasize cultural development over time, the impact of European American settlement and
sovereignty, economic, political, and social developments, resistance, rebellion, social activism, and
current events affecting each of these communities. This course will focus on a deeper understanding
of, and appreciation for, the diversity in Green Bay.
846 IB History Higher Level I (HL I)
20th Century World History
Fulfills the World History graduation requirement
Open to 11
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: None

The first year of the course focuses on 20th Century World History, specifically the move toward global
war (German, Italian and Japanese expansion 1931–1941), the Cold War, and Causes and Effects of
20th Century War. Candidates will plan, organize and present an individual historical investigation as
part of their coursework. In addition to regular essay assignments and tests as their internal
assessment, candidates will sit for practice IB exams that will test their skills and preparedness for the
external examinations in the diploma year.
847 IB History Higher Level II (HL II)
History of the Americas
Open to 12
Two Semesters
Prerequisite: IB History HL I
IB Examination Fee

1 credit
Weighted

The second year of the course will cover the History of the Americas in the 20th century, starting with
the Great Depression and ending with the social, cultural, economic and political changes in the 1980s
and 1990s. In between, students will study WWII, Post WWII political developments, The Cold War
and Civil Rights Movements in the Americas. Relationships between nations of the Western
hemisphere in both war and peace will be examined. Candidates will plan, organize and present an
individual historical investigation as part of their internal assessment. In addition to regular essay
assignments and tests, candidates will sit for IB external examinations in May.
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445 Philosophy

Fulfills the World History requirement for Graduation
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: None

Philosophy is a one year course. What does it mean to be a philosopher or lover of wisdom?
Philosophy explores this question by asserting that universally, human beings are inherently
philosophical. Humanity longs to fulfill and understand its destiny or purpose. Philosophers deal with
this longing by explicitly confronting challenging questions that establish the foundation of our
respective worldviews. What is reality? How can I know anything? Is there one universal good? What
is freedom and how is it attained? Questions like these form the basis of the human tradition. Art,
literature, history, mathematics, science, all aspects of human knowledge and experience can be
viewed from a philosophical perspective. Philosophy challenges students to engage themselves
critically and apply the principles of philosophical inquiry to their own educational and life
experiences. The course work is contains challenging college level material. Students read original
works of philosophy and are expected to understand, analyze, apply and evaluate concepts in a manner
that is well reasoned and philosophically justified.
820 IB Philosophy Standard Level (SL)
Fulfills the World History requirement for Graduation
Open to 11 -12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: None
IB Examination Fee

IB Philosophy is a one year course. What does it mean to be a philosopher or lover of wisdom? IB
philosophy explores this question by asserting that universally, human beings are inherently
philosophical. Humanity longs to fulfill and understand its destiny or purpose. Philosophers deal with
this longing by explicitly confronting challenging questions that establish the foundation of our
respective worldviews. What is reality? How can I know anything? Is there one universal good? What
is freedom and how is it attained? Questions like these form the basis of the human tradition. Art,
literature, history, mathematics, science, all aspects of human knowledge and experience can be
viewed from a philosophical perspective. IB Philosophy challenges students to engage themselves
critically and apply the principles of philosophical inquiry to their own educational and life
experiences. Students read original works of philosophy and are expected to understand, analyze, apply
and evaluate concepts in a manner that is well reasoned and philosophically justified. Students are
required to write a philosophical analysis for their IB internal assessment and also take external
examinations in May.
821 IB Philosophy Higher Level I (HL I)
Fulfills the World History requirement for Graduation
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: None

IB HL Philosophy is a two-year course done over the junior and senior years. What does it mean to be
a philosopher or lover of wisdom? IB philosophy explores this question by asserting that universally,
human beings are inherently philosophical. Humanity longs to fulfill and understand its destiny or
purpose. Philosophers deal with this longing by explicitly confronting challenging questions that
establish the foundation of our respective worldviews. What is reality? How can I know anything? Is
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there one universal good? What is freedom and how is it attained? Questions like these form the basis
of the human tradition. Art, literature, history, mathematics, science, all aspects of human knowledge
and experience can be viewed from a philosophical perspective. IB Hl Philosophy challenges students
to engage themselves critically and apply the principles of philosophical inquiry to their own
educational and life experiences. The course work contains challenging college level material.
Students read original works of philosophy and are expected to understand, analyze, apply and
evaluate concepts in a manner that is well reasoned and philosophically justified. HL 1 Philosophy is
run simultaneously with IB Philosophy SL and has all of the same requirements and curriculum;
however, the external exam is taken after year two, see Philosophy HL 2 for a description of the
second year coursework.
845 IB Philosophy Higher Level II (HL II)
Open to 12
Two Semesters
Prerequisite: IB Philosophy HL I
IB Examination Fee

1 credit
Weighted

This course is the second year of IB Philosophy HL and focuses on optional topics in the IB
Philosophy curriculum with an emphasis on the Philosophy of Religion, Ethics, and Multiculturalism.
With a survey of human nature undertaken in year one, students have the skills to discuss these issues
using the tenets of various faith systems, both East and West. Throughout this class, students will be
encouraged to think about and articulate issues clearly and logically, identify and formulate problems
philosophically, relate specific text and authors to the analysis of concepts and problems, and construct
philosophical arguments. Additionally, students will gain a greater appreciation of their own faith and
religious practice through their course of study. Depending on class size, this course may run as a
stand-alone class or as part of the World Religions and Philosophy of Religion electives in the
Theology department. In either case, the course fulfills the requirements for senior Theology electives.
In preparation for the IB HL external examination, students will be subject to additional IB
coursework to complement the senior Theology electives.
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THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT SEQUENCE
Notre Dame Academy requires that Theology courses be taken by all students each semester. Each
student must be enrolled in the required course(s) Freshman, Sophomore and Junior years. Seniors
choose two or more one-semester courses.
Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

*Full IB Diploma Candidates are required to take the following courses:
Junior Semester 1: Hebrew Scriptures
Junior Semester 2: IB TOK I
Senior Semester 1: IB TOK II
Senior Semester 2: Christian Scriptures
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Theology
110 Freshman Theology: Introduction to Catholicism
Required 9
Two Semesters
Prerequisite: None

Full Credit

This course introduces the incoming student to the foundational topics of Catholic Christianity. The
course includes an exploration into key topics of Roman Catholicism: Our Loving God: Father and
Creator, Jesus Christ Lord and Savior, Prayer, The Holy Spirit and Blessed Trinity, The Church as the
Body of Christ, the Communion of Saints, the Forgiveness of Sins and Eternal Life, Saints, Scripture
and Revelation, the Sacraments and the basics of Christian Moral Life.
136 Sophomore Theology: History of the Catholic Church
Required 10
Semester I
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

The purpose of this course is to supply the students with a general knowledge of the Church’s history
from apostolic times to the present. Students will understand that the Church was founded by Christ
through the Apostles and is sustained by Him throughout history through the Holy Spirit. Students
will come to know that the Church is the living Body of Christ today and, as such, has both divine and
human elements.
137 Sophomore Theology: Morality & Social Justice
Required 10
Semester II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course aids students in conscience development and decision making based on the teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church, particularly Catholic Social Teaching. An emphasis is placed on the
student’s responsibility for his/her own moral values, actions and decision making. Students will
examine a multitude of contemporary issues from a Catholic scriptural perspective against a
background of secular values.
All sophomores are required to complete community service hours with a marginalized
population. Each student will be expected to write a reflection paper on their service experience.
Specific details regarding hours and possible locations will be provided to sophomores and their
families as part of their sophomore Theology class. Hours are to be completed from June
1st-April 15th of their Sophomore year. They may begin during the summer after Freshman
year.
135 Junior Theology: Hebrew Scriptures
Required 11
Semester I
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course is designed to provide an understanding of the books of the Hebrew Bible, traditionally
known as the Old Testament. The student will explore and discuss the Bible in light of the tradition of
the Catholic faith. This will include selected readings from the Hebrew Scriptures and stresses
interpretations, concepts, characters and storylines that foreshadow the coming of Christ.
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128 Junior Theology: Christian Scriptures
Required 11 - Semester II or Senior IB Full Diploma - Semester II
Prerequisite: None
½ Credit

This course will introduce, examine and present the writings of the New testament/Christian
Scriptures. Special attention to the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles will shed light upon the
theological items listed below. The Letters and Revelation will also be explored. Gospel development
and the interpretation of Scripture will be highlighted. Key theological claims of the Church will be
pursued and identified in the Sacred Text. Topics include: Christology/Trinity, Paschal Mystery,
Virgin Birth, the birth of the Church, Mission of the Church, Soteriology, Catholic Social Teachings,
Miracles and Sacraments.
207 Christian Lifestyles
Open to 12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Our life is a series of transitions as we pass from childhood into adulthood and beyond. Many issues
face high school students as they prepare for graduation: further education, work, relationships,
sexuality, family and religion. This course is intended to help students address these issues, to explore
options and to set goals for their lives beyond graduation. This will be done in light of the Christian
scriptures and the values they present. In addition, students will explore how Christians live today
within committed lifestyles. We will explore the challenges and sacramentality of single life, marriage
and Holy Orders in light of our relationship to God, self and others. A major focus of the course will
be focusing on our call to love, whether married, single or religious.
Christian Discipleship
Open to 12
Semester I, 8th Period
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course has a specific focus on what it means to be a disciple (follower) of Christ in the 21st
century. It will take a look at the Christian Disciple’s response to modern atheism and religious
pluralism. The Gospel of Matthew will be examined throughout the course using the lens of “Lectio
Divina,” because a disciple of Christ must be able to pray with Scripture. This class then looks at the
moral inner life of a disciple by reading “The Great Divorce,” by C.S. Lewis. This will help remind
students that if we are to be Christ’s disciples in the world we must first make sure we have a strong
inner life. The course will conclude with what the disciple’s role is in modern society as vocation. We
will discuss issues in our modern world that cry out for Disciples of Christ to bring Love, Justice, and
Truth. As active disciples during the first semester students will be expected to make it to morning
Mass at least once a week (or some other devotion).
204 Prayer and Spirituality
Open to 12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Rooted in the truth that “the unexamined life is not worth living” this course will allow students to
examine past and present individual and human life experiences and find therein the guiding presence
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of God. A wide range of experiences include lecture, discussion, reflective reading, journaling, group
prayer services and personal reflection. Traditional Christian prayer and forms of meditation will
provide both personal and communal opportunities for students to encounter God through prayer.
206 World Religions: Ecumenical and Interreligious Issues
Open to 12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

One of the most significant features of human experience is “religion.” This course looks at the ways
in which a number of the world’s largest religious communities answer the enduring questions of the
relation of humanity to the infinite and the sacred. The course surveys the world’s major religious
traditions both East (India and East Asia) and West (Mediterranean monotheism). It is a course in
comparative theology that reflects on the similarities and differences between Catholicism/Christianity
and other forms of religious expression.
205 The Church in the Modern World
Open to 12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

This course will study and investigate the developments in Roman Catholicism from the first Vatican
Council (1869-70) to the present. Using the disciplines of theology, history and sociology, as well as
Vatican Councils and papal documents, students will understand the changes that have affected
humanity and the Catholic Church, as well as the mission and nature of the contemporary Church. We
will study key Christian theological concepts that are essential in every century: Christology,
eschatology, ecclesiology and others. The course will help students face their future with confidence,
hope and love as they investigate the role of the Catholic Church in the modern world. A seminar
approach will be used, including group study, group research and group presentations.
200 Philosophy of Religion
Open to 12
Semester I or II
Prerequisite: None

½ credit

Throughout human history, the world’s greatest theologians have also been the world’s greatest
philosophers. Philosophy of Religion explores the shared tradition of these two disciplines through an
investigation into the essential questions of a meaningful life. Surveying selected topics, this course
examines the relationship between faith and reason in the study of philosophy and religion. Universal
questions relating to the existence of God, the varieties of religious experience, and the purpose and
value of religion are developed through in-depth reading, analysis and discussion. This one-semester
course is open to all senior students as an elective in Theology.
838 IB Theory of Knowledge I
Open to 11
Semester II

½ credit
Weighted

Prerequisite: IB Diploma Candidate
Theory of Knowledge is a two-semester course. Students are enrolled for the second semester of junior
year and first semester of senior year. Through research, readings and discussion, students will develop
an appreciation for the integration between knowledge, the knower, ways of knowing, faith and belief.
The areas of knowledge focused on are natural sciences, mathematics, ethics and morality, the arts,
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history and human science. Students will begin to recognize the roles of imagination, faith, intuition,
memory, emotion, reason, perception and language in the formation of both knowledge and belief.
This is a required course for IB Diploma candidates. Two IB assessments are required: an internal
presentation on a real-life situation, and an external 1,200-1,600 word essay on a prescribed title.
839 IB Theory of Knowledge II
Open to 12
Semester I

½ credit
Weighted

Prerequisite: IB Diploma Candidate and Theory of Knowledge I
This course is a continuation of Theory of Knowledge I. Students who register for this course will take
the International Baccalaureate Organization internal assessments and external exams and complete the
external Prescribed Title Evaluation.
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WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT SEQUENCE
It is the policy of the World Language Department to place all students in the regular courses for the first two
years of World Language study. Placement into upper level honor World Language studies requires the
recommendation of a World Language teacher.
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World Languages
French Course Descriptions
French courses are four-skill courses leading toward proficiency in oral expression, listening
comprehension, reading, writing and cultural understanding. All students wanting to take French
courses and who have had French previously, domestically or abroad, must take a placement
examination given by the World Languages Department.
311 French I
Open 9-10-11-12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

Students are taught to express, in French, everyday needs (food, housing, biographical descriptions,
immediate environment) and handle common courtesy and social situations. Many grammatical
structures are introduced. Cultural readings, as well as supplementary audiovisual cultural materials,
are used to enrich the student’s understanding of French society.
312 French II
Open 9-10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: French I or Placement Examination and teacher recommendation

This course includes discussions of pastimes and leisure activities, personal history, everyday events,
daily routine, vacation and travel, city life and other topics grounded in personal experience. Many
more grammatical structures are introduced, including past tenses. Cultural readings, as well as
supplementary audiovisual cultural materials, are used to enrich the student’s understanding of French
society.
313 French III
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: French II or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This course develops the conversational, reading and writing skills of the student while continuing to
focus on vocabulary development, grammar, history and culture. Authentic texts and audio will be
used to enhance their acquisition. As in the lower levels, the integrated use of technology and online
resources helps to enhance student engagement and learning in and outside of the classroom.
314 Honors French III
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: French II or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This course develops the conversational, reading, and writing skills of the student while continuing to
focus on intensive vocabulary development, grammar, history and culture. Themes include: Identities,
Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization and Sharing the Planet. The emphasis is on more
advanced topics and reading, writing, listening and speaking in French. As in the lower levels, the
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integrated use of technology and online resources helps to enhance student engagement and learning in
and outside of the classroom.
413 French IV

Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: French III or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This course develops the conversational, reading, and writing skills of the student while continuing to
focus on intensive vocabulary development, grammar, history and culture. Themes include: Identities,
Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization and Sharing the Planet. The emphasis is on more
advanced topics and reading, writing, listening and speaking in French. As in the lower levels, the
integrated use of technology and online resources helps to enhance student engagement and learning in
and outside of the classroom.
414 Honors French IV
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Honors French III or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This course develops the conversational, reading, and writing skills of the student while continuing to
focus on intensive vocabulary development, grammar, history and culture. Themes include: Identities,
Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization and Sharing the Planet. The emphasis is on more
advanced topics and reading, writing, listening and speaking in French. As in the lower levels, the
integrated use of technology and online resources helps to enhance student engagement and learning in
and outside of the classroom.
816 IB French Standard Level B (SLB)
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Honors French III or Placement Examination and teacher recommendation
IB Examination Fee

This course is taught from an international, interdisciplinary perspective. Themes include: Identities,
Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization and Sharing the Planet. The emphasis is on more
advanced topics and reading, writing, listening and speaking in French. Study of the proposed topics
encourages students to understand their role in and responsibility to the global community by
developing an understanding of and respect for people of diverse cultures, classes and races.
Conducted exclusively in French, the course helps students to further develop their communicative
skills in the areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students who register for this course
must take the IB external exams in the second semester.
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German Course Descriptions
German courses are four-skill courses leading toward proficiency in oral expression, listening
comprehension, reading, writing and cultural understanding. All students wanting to take German
courses and who have had German previously, domestically or abroad, must take a placement
examination given by the World Languages Department.
315 German I
Open 9-10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None
The course introduces the student to the basic grammar, syntax and vocabulary of the German
language by means of exercises in reading, writing, listening and speaking. Elementary aspects of
German culture and customs are introduced. The integrated use of technology and online resources
helps to enhance student engagement and learning in and outside of the classroom.
316 German II
Open 9-10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: German I and teacher recommendation

This course broadens the knowledge of the student in the area of grammatical structures of the German
language. There is an increasing emphasis on the spoken, practical usage of the language and German
culture. The integrated use of technology and online resources helps to enhance student engagement
and learning in and outside of the classroom.
317 German III
Open 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: German II or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This course develops the conversational, reading and writing skills of the student while continuing to
focus on vocabulary development, grammar, history and culture. Authentic texts and audio will be
used to enhance their acquisition. As in the lower levels, the integrated use of technology and online
resources helps to enhance student engagement and learning in and outside of the classroom.
318 Honors German III
Open 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: German II or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This course develops the conversational, reading, and writing skills of the student while continuing to
focus on intensive vocabulary development, grammar, history and culture. Themes include: Identities,
Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization and Sharing the Planet. The emphasis is on more
advanced topics and reading, writing, listening and speaking in German. As in the lower levels, the
integrated use of technology and online resources helps to enhance student engagement and learning in
and outside of the classroom.
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423 German IV
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: German III or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

Continued emphasis on reading, writing, listening and speaking skills in German comprise the majority
of this course. All grammar structures are reviewed. Work will include vocabulary building and
idiomatic uses of the language. Authentic texts and audio will be used to enhance their acquisition. As
in the lower levels, the integrated use of technology and online resources help to enhance student
engagement and learning in and outside of the classroom.
415 Honors German IV
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Honors German III or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation
Continued emphasis on reading, a variety of types of writing, listening and speaking skills in German
comprise the majority of this course. All grammar structures are reviewed. Work will include
vocabulary building and idiomatic uses of the language. Themes include: Identities, Experiences,
Human Ingenuity, Social Organization and Sharing the Planet. The emphasis is on more advanced
topics and reading, writing, listening and speaking in German. As in the lower levels, the integrated
use of technology and online resources helps to enhance student engagement and learning in and
outside of the classroom.

Mandarin Course Descriptions
Mandarin courses are four-skill courses leading toward proficiency in oral expression, listening
comprehension, reading, writing and cultural understanding. All students wanting to take Mandarin
courses and who have had Mandarin previously, domestically or abroad, must take a placement
examination given by the World Languages Department.
450 Mandarin I
Open 9-10-11-12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

In Mandarin I, students explore the Chinese language through rhymes, songs and hands-on activities.
The course focuses on learning the Mandarin phonetic system (pinyin), reading and writing simplified
Chinese characters, as well as using Mandarin Chinese to conduct simple dialogue. Various hands-on
activities and projects provide students with opportunities to experience Chinese culture, holidays,
festivals, cooking and calligraphy.
451 Mandarin II
Open 9-10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Mandarin I or Placement Examination and teacher recommendation

Mandarin II aims to develop communicative skills beyond the beginning level. The course reviews
and reinforces the basic skills and builds new vocabulary and grammatical structures through rhymes,
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dialogues, role-playing and exercises. Students will use the language skills to communicate on a daily
basis and in social settings. Cultural topics will focus on Chinese history, tradition and customs.
452 Mandarin III
Open 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Mandarin II or Placement Examination and teacher recommendation

In Mandarin III, students develop Mandarin Chinese listening, speaking, reading and writing skills at
the intermediate level. Students will learn more complex grammatical structures and sentence patterns
to communicate on a daily basis and in some social settings. Students also learn to compose passages
and write journals on familiar topics. The expectation is that more communications in the classroom
will take place in Mandarin Chinese. Cultural topics will cover health and well-being, leisure
activities, community and current events.
455 Honors Mandarin III
Open 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Mandarin II at NDA or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

In Honor Mandarin III, students develop Mandarin Chinese listening, speaking, reading and writing
skills at the intermediate level at an accelerated pace. Course will focus on intensive vocabulary
development. Students will learn more complex grammatical structures and sentence patterns to
communicate on both daily and social settings. Students also learn to compose personal texts and
professional texts. The expectation is that most of the communications in the classroom will take place
in Mandarin. The topics will vary and are organized under the broad categories of Identities,
Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization, and Sharing the Planet.
453 Mandarin IV
Open 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Mandarin III or Placement Examination and teacher recommendation

In Mandarin IV, students have the opportunity to refine the language skills and express abstract
concepts through class discussion, presentation, and debate. The expectation is that most
communication in the classroom will take place in Mandarin Chinese. The course also focuses on
writing well-organized paragraphs, stories and essays. Cultural topics focus on the lifestyle in China,
current events and cultural comparison.
456 Honors Mandarin IV
Open 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
weighted
Prerequisite: Mandarin III at NDA or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

In Honors Mandarin IV, students have the opportunity to refine the language skills and express abstract
concepts through class discussion, debate and presentation. The expectation is that most
communication in the classroom will take place in Mandarin Chinese. The course also focuses on
writing well-organized professional texts and mass media text. The topics will vary and are organized
under the broad categories of Identities, Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization, and
Sharing the Planet.
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454 Advanced Mandarin

Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
weighted
Prerequisite: Mandarin IV or Placement Examination and Teacher recommendation

Advanced Mandarin aims to develop student’s language skills beyond the intermediate level. Students
will engage in intensive practices at conversation, reading, composition, debate, and a research project
on the wide range of topics in China and beyond. The expectation is that the communication in the
classroom will take place in Mandarin Chinese. Cultural topics focus on culture, literature, current
events and social issues in China.
852 IB Mandarin B Standard Level
Open 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Honors Mandarin III at NDA or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation
(Eligible for the freshmen class of 2017-2018, first teaching in the 2020-2021 school year)
IB Examination Fee

IB Mandarin will be taught from international and interdisciplinary perspective. Students develop
linguistic communicative skills at the intermediate to high level. Students will continue to learn and
understand their roles and responsibilities to the global community, appreciate cultural diversity and
develop insight into different ways of viewing the world. The topics will vary and are organized under
the broad categories of Identities, Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization, and Sharing the
Planet. The IB internal assessments is an individual oral exam that takes places outside the classroom
(recorded and sent to the IBO) . Students who register for this course must take the IB internal
assessment and external exams in the second semester.

Russian Course Descriptions
The program in Russian at NDA provides students with the opportunity to become acquainted with the
culture, language, literature, politics, history and religion of the Russian profile. Highly effective
language instruction develops a practical skill useful to careers in international business, diplomacy,
journalism and other professions.
334 Russian I
Offered in 2022-2023  (every other year offering)
Open to 9-10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: none

This introduction to the Russian language will develop student’s skills in listening, speaking, reading
and writing, while also fostering an appreciation for Russian culture. Emphasis is placed on the
acquisition of basic structures, vocabulary and sound systems. Students will develop the language
skills needed to carry out everyday tasks, such as talking on the telephone and using public transport,
and to communicate and interact in a variety of basic social and cultural situations and contexts.
Significant geographic, historical, literary and contemporary political, social and cultural issues are
also introduced and developed.
335 Russian II
Not Offered in 2021-2022
Open to 9-10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Russian I or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation
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This continuation of Russian I increases basic vocabulary and introduces students to sentence
structures, including the past and future tenses in both verb aspects (imperfective and perfective) and
completes the cases, including plural forms. Basic listening and reading comprehension is developed
and students engage in conversations using past, present and future tenses and all six cases. Students
will develop listening and reading skills via authentic modern Russian materials, such as television,
newspapers, magazines and various online sources. Students will also study and discuss significant
geographic, historical, literary and contemporary political, social and cultural issues.

Spanish Course Descriptions
The philosophy of the Spanish department and our pedagogical goals are:
● to teach students how to communicate, both orally and in writing, with sufficient grammatical
accuracy and cultural competence to be understood by any native Spanish speaker
● to develop a strong base in the four skills of language acquisition (speaking, listening, reading
and writing) rooted in a thorough knowledge of vocabulary and verb conjugation used in
context
● to explore and discuss Hispanic cultures via age-appropriate authentic readings, songs, videos
and computer based activities
● to emphasize horizontal growth (reviewing previously studied material in order to gain
accuracy and fluency with the language) while promoting vertical growth (learning new
vocabulary and grammatical structures)
All students wanting to take Spanish courses and who have had Spanish previously, abroad or
domestically, must take a placement examination given by the World Languages Department.
319 Spanish I
Open to 9-10-11-12
Two semesters
Prerequisite: None

1 credit

In high school Spanish I, students learn vocabulary and grammatical structures that enable them to
discuss personal, concrete topics such as themselves, their friends and family, school, sports and
pastimes. Students develop the four language skills through a wide variety of individual, pair and
group activities and assessments. The expectation for this course is that students will be willing and
eager to speak Spanish on a daily basis.
321 Spanish II
Open to 9-10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Spanish I or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This beginning course is a continuation of Spanish I. Students review material and refine skills learned
in Spanish I, while acquiring new vocabulary and grammatical structures that enable them to function
in real world situations, such as travel, shopping, daily routine, food/restaurants, celebrations and
personal relationships. Students also learn the preterit and imperfect verb tenses, enabling them to
discuss past events. Students will learn how to understand vocabulary and grammar in context through
authentic short stories and articles. Students develop the four language skills through a wide variety of
individual, pair and group activities and assessments. The expectation for this course is that students
will be willing and eager to speak Spanish on a daily basis.
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322 Spanish III
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Spanish II or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

In this intermediate course, students review material and refine skills learned in Spanish I and II while
acquiring new vocabulary, grammatical structures and cultural knowledge. Students learn how to talk
about future events and tell others what to do. In addition, students study cultural aspects of Central
and South America, such as nature, ecology, local traditions and customs. Students review grammar
and recycle vocabulary in context through the reading of a chapter book. Students develop the four
language skills through a wide variety of individual, pair and group activities and assessments. The
expectation for this course is that students will be willing and eager to speak Spanish on a daily basis.
323 Honors Spanish III
Open to 10-11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Spanish II or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

In this intermediate course, students review material and refine skills learned in Spanish I and II
while acquiring new vocabulary, grammatical structures and cultural competence. Students learn how
to sustain narration in the present and past tenses with greater grammatical accuracy and sophistication
(expressing more challenging topics and ideas). Cultural units studied are grouped under the topics of
Identities, Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization, and Sharing the Planet. A wide variety
of short texts are used to teach reading skills, listening skills, grammar, and culture, with an emphasis
on learning vocabulary and grammar via these authentic resources. The primary language of the
classroom is Spanish. The expectation for this course is that students will be accountable,
self-motivated, and growth-oriented learners who will interact with the teacher and the other students
in Spanish on a daily basis. At the end of the year, each student will give a five minute oral
presentation in Spanish on a cultural topic, without reading from a script.
416 Spanish IV
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Prerequisite: Spanish III, Honors Spanish III or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This intermediate course is a continuation of Spanish III. Students review material and refine skills
learned in previous courses, while acquiring new vocabulary, grammatical structures and cultural
knowledge. Vocabulary topics include travel, getting around a city, health, the environment, news and
current events. Students learn how to express opinions and make value judgments about present and
past events. In addition, there is an emphasis on the study of culture and current events in the news,
presented through authentic readings and online newspapers. Students review grammar and recycle
vocabulary in context through the reading of a chapter book. Students develop the four language skills
through a wide variety of individual, pair and group activities and assessments. The expectation for
this course is that students will be willing and eager to speak Spanish on a daily basis.
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417 Honors Spanish IV
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two Semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Honors Spanish III or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation

This intermediate course is a continuation of Honors Spanish III. Students continue to refine their
grammatical accuracy and sophistication of expression while acquiring new grammatical structures,
vocabulary, and cultural competence. Students study aspects of Hispanic cultures that require higher
level critical thinking skills such as giving opinions, making value judgments, comparing and
contrasting, and persuading. Cultural units studied are grouped under the topics of Identities,
Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization, and Sharing the Planet. A wide variety of texts
are used to teach reading skills, listening skills, grammar, and culture, with an emphasis on learning
vocabulary and grammar via these authentic resources. Students develop writing skills while
synthesizing language and culture as they create texts such as an email, a brochure, a formal letter, and
an interview. Students work to develop greater accuracy in speaking by recording and assessing
themselves on the culture studied. The primary language of the classroom is Spanish. The expectation
for this course is that students will be accountable, self-motivated, and growth-oriented learners who
will interact with the teacher and the other students in Spanish on a daily basis.
840 IB Spanish Standard Level B (SLB)
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Honors Spanish III or Placement Exam and teacher recommendation
IB Examination Fee

This intermediate course is a continuation of Honors Spanish III. Students continue to refine their
grammatical accuracy and sophistication of expression while acquiring new grammatical structures,
vocabulary, and cultural competence. Students study aspects of Hispanic cultures that require higher
level critical thinking skills such as giving opinions, making value judgments, comparing and
contrasting, and persuading. Cultural units studied are grouped under the topics of Identities,
Experiences, Human Ingenuity, Social Organization, and Sharing the Planet. A wide variety of texts
are used to teach reading skills, listening skills, grammar, and culture, with an emphasis on learning
vocabulary and grammar via these authentic resources. Students develop writing skills while
synthesizing language and culture as they create texts such as an email, a brochure, a formal letter, and
an interview. Students work to develop greater accuracy in speaking by recording and assessing
themselves on the culture studied. The primary language of the classroom is Spanish. The expectation
for this course is that students will be accountable, self-motivated, and growth-oriented learners who
will interact with the teacher and the other students in Spanish on a daily basis. Students who register
for this course must complete the International Baccalaureate Organization internal assessments and
external exams in the second semester.
432 Advanced Spanish: Conversation and Composition
Open to 11-12
1 credit
Two semesters
Weighted
Prerequisite: Spanish IV, Honors Spanish IV, or IB SLB and teacher recommendation

Spanish Conversation and Composition is an advanced (fifth-year) course. The course is designed to
transition students from the intermediate to the advanced level through intensive guided writing and
speaking practice. Students will develop their reading skills and their knowledge of Hispanic cultures
through the study of authentic literary and journalistic texts, and will develop their listening skills by
viewing and listening to a wide variety of authentic sources (commercials, news clips, cultural clips,
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films, songs) and by engaging in conversation with their classmates. The course is conducted entirely
in Spanish, and the expectation is that students will speak Spanish on a daily basis. Examples of
assessments include short in-class writings, longer compositions, journal writing, in-class discussions
led by student moderators and oral presentations given without reading from a script.

Language ab initio SL
Open to 12
1 Credit
Two Semesters
Prerequisite: Approval of Language Teacher and IB Coordinator; Diploma Candidate; Language I or placement exam and
teacher recommendation

The language ab initio course is organized into three themes:
● Individual and society
● Leisure and work
● Urban and rural environment
Each theme has a list of topics that provide the students with opportunities to practice and explore the
language, as well as develop intercultural understanding. Through the development of receptive,
productive and interactive skills, students should be able to respond and interact appropriately in a
defined range of everyday situations. Each language ab initio course has a language-specific syllabus
that is used in conjunction with the IB guide. Language ab initio is available at Standard Level (SL)
only and will only be offered at Notre Dame Academy on an "as needed" basis for completion of the
full diploma and not as an elective. Any student that requires language ab initio for completion of the
full diploma must consult with both the language teacher and the IB coordinator for approval.
The following languages are eligible for language ab initio SL:
●
●
●
●
●

French
German
Mandarin
Russian
Spanish
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Dual Credit Course Updates for the 2021-2022 School Year
228GB College Precalculus (UWGB)
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay: 4 credits
NDA: 1 credit
Open to 10,11,12
Prerequisite courses: Geometry with Trigonometry or Honors Geometry with Trigonometry and score on UWGB
placement exam.
Course description
Dual Credit, Weighted
This is a rigorous, fast paced college level course that covers topics on functions (power, polynomial, rational, exponential,
logarithmic, trigonometric), trigonometric identities and equations, systems of equations and matrices, conic sections and
parametric equations, vectors, polar coordinates and complex numbers, sequences and series, limits, and derivatives. The
course is designed for students who will be attending 4-year college or university and would like to reduce the cost of
college by earning some early college credit. Students enrolling in this course should be intrinsically motivated to learn at
a fast pace. The class will consist of direct instruction followed by guided practice and homework.
Course Fee: $400
UWGB Course Name: Math 104
This course serves as a prerequisite for College Calculus.
301GB Human Biology (UWGB)
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay: 3 credits
NDA: 1 credit
Open to 11,12
Prerequisite courses: Honors Biology or Biology and teacher recommendation
Course description
Dual Credit, Weighted
This is a college preparatory course taught to assist students who are thinking of a career in biology or medicine. This
course will focus on human anatomy and physiology which is the study of the structure and function of the human body.
Students will study the structure and function of the various cells, tissues, and integrated systems of the body with an
emphasis on the interrelationships among systems and the regulation of physiological functions involved in maintaining
homeostasis. Case studies and laboratory investigations will be used to further understand the human body.
Course Fee: $300
UWGB Course: Human Biology 102
This course meets the NDA science graduation requirement.
309GB College Calculus (UWGB)
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay: 4 credits
NDA: 1 credit
Open to 10,11,12
Prerequisite courses: PreCalculus or Honors PreCalculus and score on UWGB placement exam
Course description
Dual Credit, Weighted
This is a rigorous, fast paced college level course that covers topics on functions, limits, continuity, differentiation and its
applications, integration, accumulation of change, differential equations, and applications of integration. The course is
designed for students who will be attending 4-year college or university and would like to reduce the cost of college by
earning some early college credit. Students enrolling in this course should be intrinsically motivated to learn at a fast pace.
The class will consist of direct instruction followed by guided practice and homework. Students enrolled in this course
may also elect to take the AP Calculus test.
Course Fee: $400
UWGB Course Name: Math 202
College Calculus (UWGB) is a prerequisite for College Credit Calculus II (SNC)
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