
2021-2022 TEST RESULT DECISION TREE
Isolation and Quarantine Recommendations While Awaiting and After Receiving COVID-19 Test Results

SYMPTOMATIC 
COVID-19 symptoms: YES

Close contact: NO 

Isolate immediately while 
awaiting test results 

COVID test 
immediately*

Return to 
school/work 24 
hrs after fever 
resolution & 

improvement in 
other symptoms 

Isolate for at 
least 10 days 

and at least 24 
hours after fever 

resolution & 
improvement in 
other symptoms 

Negative Positive 

* If a student or staff person (who is not a close contact) has any COVID-like symptoms that are common to a variety of illnesses, the person should get tested. 
Student/staff may return to campus if 24 hours after fever resolves, symptoms improve, and a negative test result is given to the school.
A doctor’s note can only be used in place of a negative test to return to school if:

a. the symptoms experienced are identical to those of a documented underlying chronic condition (e.g., asthma or diabetes); or
b. the healthcare provider determined, through medical evaluation of the person, that there is an alternative, named diagnosis 

(e.g., streptococcal pharyngitis or coxsackievirus) that explains the symptoms experienced.

SCREENING
COVID-19 symptoms: NO

Close contact: NO 

Continue at school/work 
while awaiting test results 

COVID test

Continue at 
school/work

Isolate for at 
least 10 days 

and at least 24 
hours after fever 

resolution & 
improvement in 
other symptoms 

Negative

Positive 

CLOSE-CONTACT
COVID-19 symptoms: YES or NO 

Close contact: YES 

If unvaccinated, quarantine
immediately while awaiting test results 

No 

Does the contact 
have symptoms?

Is the exposed 
person fully 
vaccinated?Did the exposure happen in 

a school setting in which 
students are supervised by 

school staff?

See 2021-2022 
Quarantine Decision 

Tree  for TK-12.

Yes 

Exclude from campus 
for a full 10 days and
test on Day 5 after 

last exposure.

Yes 

Is the contact fully 
vaccinated?

No 

May remain on 
campus but needs 
to test on Day 5 
after exposure.

No Yes 
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