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Early this morning, | went out for some exercise. As | went through the
neighborhood, | was surprised at the number of properties watering their lawns
and gardens. My first thought was that we are supposed to have powerful
storms later today, and then tomorrow, the remnants of Ida with several
additional inches of rain. My second thought was that flowers, plants, gardens,
and lawns are all part of a category about which | have very little knowledge. |
do not know how much water is needed.

As | have aged, | have tried to understand my limitations. | have limited
knowledge, powers, and authority. Limited knowledge helps me, to the best of
my ability, refrain from being judgmental, and hopefully not to rash judge or
jump to conclusions. Limited powers is the realization that | can help in many
situations, but not all or not to the extent that | would like or the other would
want. Limited authority is a reminder that | am not the Master of my Own
Universe and that God is God and | am creature.

We all share these same limitations. It is part of the human condition.
Knowledge — “l do not know” is one of the most humbling answers to a
question. “Powers” — Parents, spouses, families, and friends learn how much
they can and cannot protect, save and help loved ones in difficult situations.
“Authority” — The fox tells the little prince that we are responsible for what we
love (The Little Prince, Ch. 21). We are called to be for one another.

One of the favorite Salesian quotes is, “Be who you are, but be that thoroughly
well.” Usually, the quote ends there. However, it actually has a second part that
says, “to give honor to the Master Craftsman whose handiwork you are.” The
Salesian virtue of humility reminds us of how loved we are by God, how
beautifully crafted and gifted we are, and how unique and valuable we are to
God. It also reminds us how limited, weak, foible, and inconsistent we are.
Francis reminds us that these are abjections, and we are meant to love this
side of us as well. God loves us as we are, who we are. Abjections remind us
to trust more and more in the mercy and compassion of God and seek the
grace to imitate that love by not only accepting our own limitations but also
those of others.

Live Jesus!

Fr. Matt
frhillyard@olgcva.org
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Fr. Matt sends a regular "Musings" email to share his thoughts with the OLGC Community. You're
receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in these messages. Please
add frhillyard@olgcva.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!

If you know someone who would like to be added to the list have them
email communications@olgcva.org.
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