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• IMPLAN 

Economic impact analysis software

• University information provided by staff  & 

IPEDS (Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System) 

• Operations, budget, capital expenditures, total payroll, 

enrollment and visitor headcount

• Surveys approved by Wingate University’s Research 

Review Board completed by students and campus visitors 

• Spending habits, zip code of residence, use of a newly 
constructed toll road, and affiliation with the university
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The primary goal for this research was to estimate the economic impact of Wingate University during 2019 in Union County, the primary region of impact. Wingate University offers 31 bachelor’s degree 

programs, five master’s degree programs, and five doctoral degree programs. More than 94% of the University’s total students are enrolled at the Wingate campus. The concentration of University 

students, faculty, and alumni means that the University and its affiliates are an instrumental supplement to Union County’s economy. Overall, Wingate brings more than $167 million in annual output, over 

$104 million in added value, around 1,200 supported jobs, plus more. 

Visitor Spending 
• Visitors attended athletic events, arts 

events, colloquiums, cultural events, 
admission visits, new student 
orientation visits, and conferences

• There were approximately 22,000 
visitors

• 14,000 were specifically attending 
athletic events for 20 different 
sports teams  

• Visitors were asked to estimate their 
spending in surveys distributed in 
February and March 2020 (pre-covid)

Student Spending 
• An average of 3,276 students enrolled for 

the school year 2019-20
• 20.3% = graduate students
• 79.7% = undergraduate students

• 73% of undergraduates lived on 
campus during the 2019-20 
academic year. 

• Students estimated their monthly spending

Mecklenburg County

Alumni Impact
• 21,169 alumni live across the United States

• 14% live within Union County

• 11% live in Mecklenburg County

• Median income for people with bachelor’s 

degrees is higher than people without a 

bachelor’s degree

• Additional earnings shown below will 

generate multiplied induced effects 

since the alumni households will spend 

this extra income in the area.

Union County 

• Revenues and expenditures have grown over 

time as Wingate continues to expand   

• University staff reported that 2019 spending was $75.1 million

• Ongoing operations require services of many local companies 

and businesses

• Expenditures from operations have direct, indirect, and 

induced effects on its surrounding community through off-

campus jobs and people visiting, attending, and moving to 

Union County as shown on the table below

Health Clinic
• There is an on-campus Health Center that provides faculty, staff, and students with 

various medical services

• Staff consists of two nurse practitioners, a part-time physician, a certified medical 

assistant, a certified nursing assistant and an officer manager

• The visits per year have increased from 7,406 in 2017 to 7,886 in 2018 to 8,161 in 2019

• The economic impact of the health clinic is calculated as if it were an independent clinic; 

the direct, indirect, and induced effects are shown below

immediate 
result of 
direct 
spending

business-
to-business 
spending 

household 
spending

Terminology: Direct, Indirect & Induced Effects

Methodology

Construction 
• Multiple new buildings have been built in recent 

years

• 2 residential halls in 2018, one in 2019

• The McGee Center in 2017

• Different repairs and renovations done to 

existing buildings

Introduction

Ongoing Operations 

• From 2013-2019, the total output of construction 

is estimated at $52,362,111

Overall Economic Impact 

• Student spending, visitor spending, additional earnings 
from alumni, ongoing operations, and construction 
supported are all included in the table below.


