
 
 

Clean Energy Commission 
Regular Meeting 

 
 July 28, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

Room 400, West Hartford Town Hall 
 

Meeting Minutes 

1. Meeting Opening  
a. Call to order 
b. Roll Call 

• Commissioners present: Joe Campanella, Bernie Pelletier, Stephen Sack, Catherine 
Diviney (quorum met) 

• Others: Hendree Milward, Christine Feely 
c. Approval of Minutes - June 23, 2021 (unanimously approved) 

2. Review climate events of last month 
• Northwest Heat Wave/German Floods/Chinese Floods/Indian Floods/Arizona 

Floods/Ca Wildfires 
• Bernie showed some photos and data presentation to put climate change/global warning 

in perspective – the situation is critical and must be addressed with a sense of urgency. 
Slides are attached.  

3. Old Business 

a. Final plan version 
• Plan approved by Council June 22, 2021. Catherine to finalize typos/edits. Christine 

will proofread. Will be completed by next week. Part of Sustainable CT application.  
b. Climate Emergency Resolution - report from Hendree Milward and students 

• Vote for this Commission to accept was deferred 
• Commission discussed potential changes, including removal of direct references to 

carbon pricing, strengthening language around town operations being looked at thru a 
“climate change lens”; and less emphasis on the formation of a Climate Commission (5 
of 8 “be it resolved”), and some reorganizing of the “Whereas” and “Be it Resolved” 
statements 

• Steve Sack was concerned that the resolution stay focused on what was in the Town’s 
jurisdiction to do or influence, and that it reflect that climate change affects everyone. 

• Catherine agreed with Steve about the town’s jurisdiction, and indicated that although 
we do want to push the Council, if too many “contentious” items are included then we 
risk slowing the process and opening up political debates which could hurt our cause, 
rather than help. 

• The latest draft Climate Change resolution is attached. Additional comments can be 
sent to Hendree. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
c. Commission reports: 

• Community communication network: Joe, Mike Matthews 
• Energy Matters – Biofuels – Bernie and Steve plan to record their show by the 

end of August.  
• Town Clean Energy Webpage:  Catherine, Max, Mike Matthews, Westin Williams 

• No movement. Will be looked at in fall. 
• Heat Pump and efficiency education campaign: Bernie, Joe, Max, Steve (added) 

• We looked at new website for campaign developed by PACE 
www.HeatSmartCT.org 

• Middletown and Guilford have active campaigns, West Hartford will be next. We 
need to find contractors to partner with. 

• Most of the partner contractors are maxed out with work. Steve knows Wesson 
and volunteered to work with Bernie to start conversation with them. 

• Sustainable CT application – August 24 deadline.  
• Most of the energy related actions are complete. Catherine finalizing Energy Plan. 

She has already completed and uploaded actions totaling about 250 of the 400 
points for Silver certification and continues to work with Sustainability Advisory 
Group and other town staff to gather and compile information required for rest of 
actions. It is A LOT of work.  

• Youth Representation recommendation  
• Commission would like youth representation. Voting members would require a 

resolution. Recommendation is to follow BOE model, have one rep from each 
high school and rotate after a given time. Ideally those rep would come from HS 
environment or energy club or encourage the school to start one. It makes sense to 
start this in September after school starts.  

5. New Business 
a. Community engagement platform review  

• Eversource has announced a Community Partnership for Energy Efficiency 
Engagement program to apply for grant funding to assist with energy efficiency 
campaigns. Deadline is Aug 20, 2021 but it may be extended to Sept 20. 2021. Awards 
are $5-25,000. The application and program, are pretty complicated, but Commission 
should apply for funding to use for a West Hartford HeatSmart campaign. Application 
is here (and attached): https://energizect.com/sites/default/files/2021-
08/20210804%20REVISED%20Community%20Partnership%20Application_p1-8.pdf 

 
b. Legislation on affordable housing retrofits 

• Senate Bill 356 AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN ENERGY EFFICIENCY RETROFIT 
GRANT PROGRAM FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING provides funding to do energy 
retrofits in affordable housing. Commission would like to make sure correct Town staff 
are is aware of opportunity, Catherine to send email to Todd Dumais (Affordable 
Housing Group), and Luan Ceka (Housing Rehab).  

• NREL solar application streamlining 
• This is a NREL program in partnership with Solsmart to assist local governments 

in streamlining their solar permitting/installation process.  
• Catherine indicated that SolSmart is already a Sustainable CT action. Many other 

towns are SolSmart-certified, but to-date West Hartford has not been interested. 

http://www.heatsmartct.org/
https://energizect.com/your-town/community-partnership
https://energizect.com/your-town/community-partnership
https://energizect.com/sites/default/files/2021-08/20210804%20REVISED%20Community%20Partnership%20Application_p1-8.pdf
https://energizect.com/sites/default/files/2021-08/20210804%20REVISED%20Community%20Partnership%20Application_p1-8.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB00356&which_year=2021
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB00356&which_year=2021


 

 

Building department maintains that all projects should be treated the same (fair) 
and solar projects should not be given “preferential” treatment. 

• There was discussion about this being an example of where leadership (Council) 
needs to step up and take a stand on priorities. A Climate Change resolution 
would help.   

c. Bio fuel legislation 
• There is new state legislation (Senate Bill 382, Public Act No 10-72) AN ACT 

REQUIRING BIODIESEL BLENDED HEATING OIL AND LOWERING THE 
SULFUR CONTENT OF HEATING OIL SOLD IN THE STATE signed on July 12, 
2021 with mandates for heating fuel to move to bio-diesel blends, starting with B-5 in 
2022 to B-50 by 2035. 

• Bernie indicated that this is very good for carbon footprint. Steve indicated that no 
modification of heating equipment is required to switch.  

• The town has 2 oil-heated sites: West moor Park and Rockledge Maintenance. In the 
past there were concerns about equipment. Steve and Catherine will revisit.  

4. Staff Report 
• Catherine has been working full time on Sustainable CT application 
• Joe asked about the new Elmwood project and feasibility study. Catherine indicated 

that it is likely the project with be a new building and if so there will be opportunity for 
it to be green, LEED certified and potentially net-zero. Bob Palmer will be in charge of 
that project.  

• Catherine mentioned that West Harford’s One Park Road. Sisters of St. Joseph’s 
redevelopment project just closed on C-PACE financing and is the largest C-PACE 
project in CT to date ($13 Million) 

• BEV grant proposal Town Fleet, should hear in next month.  
5. Public Comment 

• Christine mentioned she saw an article about cities converting 100% of their grounds 
equipment (mowers, bowers, etc.) to electric. She will forward and Catherine will share 
with relevant town staff. https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-
solutions/2021/06/30/electric-lawn-care/ 

6. Adjournment – 9:15 PM 

 
"ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY WHO NEEDS SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN A 

MEETING OR PUBLIC HEARING SHOULD CONTACT SUZANNE OSLANDER, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES, 860-561-7580 SEVEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING OR PUBLIC HEARING." 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2010/ACT/PA/2010PA-00074-R00SB-00382-PA.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2010/ACT/PA/2010PA-00074-R00SB-00382-PA.htm
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2010/ACT/PA/2010PA-00074-R00SB-00382-PA.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2021/06/30/electric-lawn-care/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2021/06/30/electric-lawn-care/


2021 Climate Review



Northwest Heat Wave:
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/event-tracker/preliminary-analysis-concludes-pacific-northwest-heat-wave-was-1000-year



German Floods:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/16/climate-scientists-shocked-by-scale-of-floods-in-germany



Chinese Floods / India  Floods

Starting last Tuesday, storms dropped the 
equivalent of one year's worth of water on the city 
in a 72 hour period before moving northward, 
flooding large swathes of Henan province in China. 
Authorities say the rains have displaced more than 
a million people and at least 63 people dead in 
what should have been – in theory – once-in-a-
thousand-year floods.

Roxy Koll, a climate scientist at the Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology, said the monsoon flooding was “unprecedented, but 
not unexpected”. He tweeted: “We already see a threefold rise in 
widespread extreme rains that cause floods across India.”
The climate crisis is making India’s monsoons stronger, according to 
a Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research report published 
in April that forecast dire consequences for food, farming and the 
economy affecting nearly a fifth of the world’s population.

https://finance.sina.com.cn/stock/hkstock/hkstocknews/2021-07-21/doc-ikqcfnca8063177.shtml
https://twitter.com/rocksea/status/1418577281367171074?s=20


Wildfires



Drought



GHG



WEST HARTFORD CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
RESOLUTION 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
WHEREAS, “Continued emission of greenhouse gases will cause further warming and long-
lasting changes in all components of the climate system, increasing the likelihood of severe, 
pervasive, and irreversible impacts on people and ecosystems”1; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Defense has stated "Assessments conducted by the intelligence 
community indicate that climate change could have significant geopolitical impacts around the 
world, contributing to poverty, environmental degradation, and the further weakening of fragile 
governments2;” and 
 
WHEREAS, world leaders from 197 countries including the United States, recognize the threat 
of climate change and the urgent need to combat it by adopting the Paris Agreement3; and 
 
WHEREAS, limiting warming to 1.5°C this century will require a transformation of every sector 
of the global economy over the coming decades4; and 
 
WHEREAS, the nations of the world currently have the economic and technical resources to 
avert this crisis; and5 

WHEREAS, implementing climate mitigation strategies now will be less costly upfront, rather 
than trying to reverse climate damages in the future6; and 

WHEREAS, a carbon price implemented at a rate of $15 per metric ton of carbon dioxide 
(increasing linearly by $10 or $15 per year) has been modeled to reduce net greenhouse gas 
emissions by 32-33% by 2025 and by 35-38% by 2030, as compared to 2005 levels, exceeding 
US commitments to the Paris Agreement; and7 
 

                                                 
1 the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the world’s most respected 
organization for study of research on climate change, stated in its 2014 Fifth Assessment Report 
2 United States Department of Defense, Quadrennial Defense Review Report 2010, page 85  
3 The United Nations website, The Paris Agreement page 
4 IPCC special report, 2014 fifth assessment report (see footnote 1) 
5 Nicholas Stern from the London School of Economics, Chief Economist at the World Bank: The 
Economics of Climate Change  
6 The Natural Resources Defense Council Report: The Cost of Climate Change  
7 An Assessment of the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act, Columbia Center on Global Energy 
Policy 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/612710/
https://archive.defense.gov/qdr/QDR%20as%20of%2029JAN10%201600.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/paris-agreement#:%7E:text=Today%2C%20189%20countries%20have%20joined%20the%20Paris%20Agreement
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/economics-of-climate-change/summary-of-conclusions/24EE5904FA4F9BEE88B862E7FF123462
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/economics-of-climate-change/summary-of-conclusions/24EE5904FA4F9BEE88B862E7FF123462
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/cost.pdf
https://www.energypolicy.columbia.edu/research/report/assessment-energy-innovation-and-carbon-dividend-act
https://www.energypolicy.columbia.edu/research/report/assessment-energy-innovation-and-carbon-dividend-act


WHEREAS, the aforementioned carbon price will decrease sulfur dioxide and mercury 
emissions from the power sector by over 95% and decrease nitrogen oxide emissions by 70% 
by 2030; and8 

WHEREAS, marginalized populations in Connecticut and worldwide, including people of color, 
immigrants, Indigenous communities, low-income individuals, people with disabilities, outdoor 
laborers, and the unhoused are already disproportionately affected by climate change, and will 
continue to bear an excess burden as temperatures increase, and disasters worsen; and9 

WHEREAS, rising levels of carbon in the atmosphere will increase the frequency and intensity 
of heat waves, droughts, floods (by a factor of 5 to 10), and storms (comparable to those of 
Superstorm Sandy every 5 to 10 years), as well as sea-level rise and the spread of novel 
diseases10; and 
 
WHEREAS, Connecticut is a coastal state with significant land, property, and commerce at risk 
from accelerating sea level rise, which will cause irreversible destruction to the state, impacting 
all connecting communities, the wider region, and economic interests state wide; and 
 
WHEREAS, the natural areas in and around West Hartford that we all enjoy like Spice Bush 
Swamp, the West Hartford Reservoir, Trout Brook, and our wonderful parks, risk decreased 
biodiversity, increased spread of invasive species and pestilence, temporary closings due to 
storm damage and flooding, and reduced usability due to heat; and  
 
WHEREAS, Climate change is a shared problem requiring collective action. To sufficiently deal 
with the issue, West Hartford not only needs to enact local change but also needs to think 
outside of its own borders and work with the state and federal governments. 
 
NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Town of West Hartford joins Hartford, New Haven, 
New Britain, Bridgeport,  Middletown, Bloomfield, Stamford, and the 22 towns and cities of the 
Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments in recognizing an on-going climate 
emergency that threatens the existence of our civilization and the natural world, and urges for 
the state of Connecticut to declare a Climate Emergency requiring immediate action; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of West Hartford rises to the challenge of creating 
upward political pressure by calling for state, federal, and global efforts to restore and maintain 
near pre-industrial global average temperatures and greenhouse gas concentrations; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of West Hartford supports the development of national 
carbon pricing legislation, such as carbon fee and dividend; and  
 

                                                 
8 Columbia Center on Global Energy Policy (see footnote 9) 
9 The United Nations Report: Inequalities exacerbate climate impacts on poor 
10 Yale Climate Change and Health in Connecticut 2020 Report, Governor’s Council on Climate Change,  
and NASA’s Effects of Changing the Carbon Cycle 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/10/report-inequalities-exacerbate-climate-impacts-on-poor/
https://publichealth.yale.edu/climate/policy_practice/CCCH_REPORT_EXSUM_396097_284_48542_v1.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/climatechange/GC3/GC3_Phase1_Report_Jan2021.pdf
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/CarbonCycle/page5.php#:%7E:text=Carbon%20dioxide%20causes%20about%2020,clouds%20account%20for%2025%20percent.&text=Likewise%2C%20when%20carbon%20dioxide%20concentrations,which%20then%20amplifies%20greenhouse%20heating


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of West Hartford will form a Climate Change 
Commission either by adding a new commission or repurposing an existing commission; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the aforementioned West Hartford Climate Change Commission 
shall have student representation with voting privileges from Hall and Conard High School, as 
younger citizens will be disproportionately impacted by the consequences of a changing climate; 
and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Climate Change Commission will work to persuade other 
Connecticut towns and cities to pass Climate Emergency Resolutions and to influence state 
legislators and the governor to pass substantive climate legislation; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Climate Change Commission will set goals, research and 
propose alternative policies, and catalyze action to reduce West Hartford’s carbon footprint 
which in turn will support the commission’s goal of advancing a model for other towns to follow; 
and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Climate Change Commission will work with the West 
Hartford Clean Energy Commission to implement their 100% clean energy plan by 2050 or 
earlier; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of West Hartford will henceforth evaluate the 
environmental impact and potential unintended consequences of every new town policy/action, 
striving to make each as sustainable as possible. 
 
 
 
 



Energize Connecticut -- Programs funded by a charge on customer energy bills

ENERGIZE CONNECTICUTSM

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE 
ROUND 1 APPLICATION FOR INTERESTED PARTIES
REVISED AUGUST 4, 2021

Application Deadline: October 1, 2021 by 5:00 p.m.

The Connecticut electric and natural gas utilities (Eversource, United Illuminating, Connecticut Natural Gas, 
and Southern Connecticut Gas, collectively, “the Companies”), as sponsors of Energize Connecticut, are  
committed to work with community outreach groups affiliated with a municipality, such as Energy Task Forces, 
and community outreach groups unaffiliated with a municipality. Our goal in working together is to better  
familiarize residents and businesses on energy efficiency programs and offers in support of efforts by the Utilities 
for a broader reach of energy efficiency engagement and program participation across the state through the 
Community Partnership For Energy Efficiency Engagement Initiative (“Partnership”). The goals of the Partnership 
work in concert with joint 2019-2021 Conservation & Load Management Plan goals and Energize Connecticut 
(Energize CT), an initiative of the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund, the Connecticut Green Bank, the State of 
Connecticut, and the Companies, which was created to empower Connecticut to make smart energy choices, 
both now and in our future. Funding support for the Energize Connecticut programs derives from a charge on 
customer energy bills.

The Partnership seeks to leverage the local knowledge, trusted relationships, and experience of local community 
groups, nonprofit organizations, and municipalities who are committed to raising awareness and measurable 
participation in the Companies energy efficiency offerings within their own communities. Furthermore, participants 
in the Partnership will receive training on energy efficiency programs, partake in opportunities for their  
communities as a whole to save money, network with other communities, among other benefits. The Partnership  
desires to emphasize outreach to the following select groups: customers within a distressed community or  
census block, residents with limited English proficiency, customers who qualify for Energize CT Home Energy 
Solutions — Income Eligible, renters in single family homes or multifamily buildings up to 4 units, and small  
businesses (“Preferred Targeted Groups”). The Partnership does not replace current and future residential  
and small business marketing in Connecticut by the Companies, but rather aims to provide another layer  
of marketing and outreach to customers in the select groups mentioned above.

To aid the Partnership’s goal of increasing awareness and measurable participation in energy efficiency  
incentives and programs1 offered by the Companies, the Companies are soliciting applications from  
community groups, nonprofit organizations, and municipalities willing to team up with the Companies to  
join the Partnership and receive funding for energy efficiency outreach efforts. The Companies strongly  
encourage organizations and municipalities to partner together on their application and subsequent  
grassroots organizing, public education, and engagement activities for the expected period of November 1, 
2021 through October 31, 2022. The Companies also plan to coordinate a kickoff meeting, periodic calls, and 
best practice trainings for participants in the Partnership. Accepted applicants will receive initial seed funding  
upon signature of the participation memorandum of understanding (“MOU” please see sample posted with 
this application on EngerizeCT.com) and the commencement of the program period, with further funding  
contingent upon sustained efforts, required milestones, and goal achievement.

Submission of this completed application indicates agreement in the terms subsequently outlined in the next 
several pages. Incomplete applications will not be considered. Please contact Devan.Willemsen@eversource.
com or Sheri.Borrelli@uinet.com with any questions before noon on September 29, 2021. Questions received 
after that date will not receive a response to ensure fairness and remove partiality amongst applicants. An  
informational webinar regarding the Partnership’s goals and application will be held on July 29, 2021 at  
noon and again at 6:00 p.m. 

1Please see Appendix A for a list of energy efficiency incentives and programs we encourage participants to champion in their community.

mailto:Devan.Willemsen%40Eversource.com?subject=
mailto:Sheri.Borrelli%40uinet.com?subject=
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Community Partnership for Energy Efficiency Engagement Initiative Participation  
Requirements and Details

Who Can Apply and Participate in the Partnership?

Community groups, nonprofit organizations, and municipalities located within the state of Connecticut and the 
Companies’ service area are encouraged to apply. The Companies strongly encourage partnerships within 
these categories, where possible. Municipalities are encouraged to partner with a community based organization. 
For example, an application that is jointly submitted by the town of Smithville2 and its citizen-run Energy Task 
Force would be welcomed. Another example would be an application submitted together by a local community 
action agency and the town of Smithville. Municipalities and non-profit organizations are also welcomed to 
submit applications without a partner; however, joint applications are encouraged.

Regardless of the entity applying, it is strongly encouraged, but not required, to submit with the application a 
letter of support on municipal letterhead from the municipality where the planned outreach will take place. If 
the outreach will encompass more than one town, letters of support from each municipality that the applicants 
desire to perform outreach are strongly encouraged, although, for Round 1 of the Partnership, the Companies 
strongly encourage applicants to focus their outreach within the bounds of a single municipality.

Additional Application Guidelines

•	 Applicants will designate a lead point of contact (POC) for each entity involved with each application. For 
example, the application that is jointly submitted by the town of Smithville and its citizen-run Energy Task 
Force would include a POC for the town of Smithville and a POC for the Energy Task Force or Committee.  
The alternate example of the local community action agency and the town of Smithville would also include 
a POC for the community action agency and a POC for the town of Smithville.

◊	 Municipal POCs must be the Mayor, Town Manager, First Selectman, Town Administrator, or Energy  
Manager.

◊	 Nonprofit organization POCs must be a full-time staff member.

◊	 Community groups, such as energy task forces or congregations, must appoint a leader to serve as  
the POC.

•	 The program participation period consists of one (1) year, commencing on the award date. 

•	 The application must indicate a single fiduciary agent. Funding can only be awarded to a municipality 
or a 501c3 designated organization with a Federal Tax ID. Individuals are not eligible to solely qualify as 
a Partnership participant or as a recipient of funding without affiliation with a qualified organization. If an 
Energy Task Force partners with its municipality, then the municipality would act as the fiduciary agent. If a 
501c3 organization partners with a municipality, then it is up to the discretion of the parties to decide where 
fiduciary agency lies.

What Are the Benefits of Participating in the Partnership?

Partnership participants will be eligible for funding based generally on the population of the community where 
the outreach will take place as well as the number of households or businesses the project aims to reach.  
Proposed projects should reach at least 200 to 500 households or at least 5 to 30 unique participating  
businesses per community. Funding awards will be based on the project submitted on the application. Base 
funding awards will range from $5,000 to $25,000.

Please be aware that awards for municipalities with residents living in designated high-need communities, as 
defined by the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) as a distressed 
municipality, will be 20% higher ($6,000 to $30,000). These areas are defined as municipalities or U.S. Census 
blocks with high concentrations of unemployment and poverty, aging housing stock and low or declining rates 
of growth in job creation, population, and per-capita income. The DECD list of distressed municipalities is  

2Fictitious municipality created for the purposes of an example.
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revised each year and for the purposes of the Partnership, we will accept distressed communities from  
calendar year 2017 onward. For example, if Smithville is a distressed community identified in the DECD list for 
2020 and the base project award is $15,000, then their total award will be $18,000. (Consult the DECD list  
available at: https://portal.ct.gov/%20DEEP/Environmental-Justice/Environmental-Justice-Communities).

Once an application is reviewed and deemed qualified for acceptance into the Partnership, the Companies’ 
staff will notify the applicants of their approval. Once the MOU is signed, the Partnership participants will receive 
their seed funding. If an organization is acting as a fiduciary agent, the fiduciary agent organization will need 
to invoice for the seed funding amount. Monies shall be deposited into an applicable account with receipts 
and disbursements reconciled and reported monthly. The seed funding amount (see section labeled “How 
Can Partnership Participants Earn Funding?” below) will correlate to the goal the participants chose to pursue 
and will be used for costs associated with their energy efficiency outreach plans, set up, and first six months 
of effort. Halfway through the grant cycle, recipients will have a progress review with the Companies staff and 
upon receipt and documentation of program results to date, the participants will then receive a remaining 
percentage of their grant award less the 15% allocated for successful completion of required milestones. High 
achieving projects may be eligible for further funding, based on results and demonstrated need within the 
project period of Round 1. 

Additional Resources Offered to Partnership Participants 

Partnership participants will receive additional support from the Companies, including but not limited to:

•	 A designated Company staff person as POC.

•	 An orientation session, including an introductory training on energy efficiency programs.

•	 Energize Connecticut and utility company-specific marketing materials (e.g. brochures, talking points, 
presentations, newsletters, and digital communications, etc.) promoting the Companies’ energy efficiency 
programs, directing customers to 877-WISE-USE or online lead forms.

◊	 The Companies can provide participants with talking points, brochures, presentation slides related  
to the goals of the Partnership. The Companies will advise on and/or contribute to any items the  
participants might create and distribute. These items may include newsletters, brochures, flyers, and  
other communications.

◊	 Collateral may be co-branded with Energize Connecticut, sponsoring Company(ies), municipal seal,  
or logo of the community group.

•	 Periodic information regarding individual progress toward their specific goals.

•	 Periodic conference calls to discuss outreach, celebrate successes, share challenges, and best practices  
to address barriers to achieve greater energy efficiency program participation.

ttps://portal.ct.gov/%20DEEP/Environmental-Justice/Environmental-Justice-Communities)
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How Can Partnership Participants Earn Funding?

Partnership participants can earn funding beyond their seed funding (which varies by Goal) by achieving  
milestones outlined below. For Round 1, applicants can choose only one of the following goals to pursue during 
the project period.

Seed Funding  
(Percentage  
of Available 
Funding  
Awarded at the  
Beginning of the 
Grant Period)

Remaining  
Funding Awarded 
Halfway Through 
the Grant  
Period After a  
Progress Review

Program Goals

20% 65%

Goal 1: Demonstrating actions that will lead to a 
10% increase* in homes participating in Home  
Energy SolutionsSM (through the municipality’s  
Energize CT utility sponsor).

30% 55%

Goal 2: Demonstrating actions that will lead to a 5% 
increase* in homes participating in Home Energy 
Solutions - Income Eligible (through the municipality’s 
Energize CT utility sponsor).

20% 65%

Goal 3: Demonstrating actions that will lead to a 
15% increase* in the number of rebates submitted 
for residential insulation and/or heat pumps  
replacing electric resistance heat. (These are  
rebates through the municipality’s Energize CT  
utility sponsor).

20% 65%

Goal 4: Demonstrating actions that will lead  
to a 5% increase* in the number of small businesses 
participating in the Small Business Energy Advantage 
program and municipal buildings that participate 
in the Companies’ energy efficiency programs with 
at least 5 to 30 unique participating businesses per 
community.

*An “increase” is considered an increase over the average of 2017-2019 participation by municipality. Each 
municipality will receive details on their average 2017-2019 participation prior to beginning their outreach 
activities. Historical participation (by municipality) can also be tracked on the Energize CT Dashboard: 
https://www.ctenergydashboard.com/CEC/CECTownData.aspx.

https://www.ctenergydashboard.com/CEC/CECTownData.aspx


ENERGIZE CONNECTICUTSM

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE 
ROUND 1 APPLICATION FOR INTERESTED PARTIES
REVISED AUGUST 4, 2021

5

Percentage of 
Total Funding 
Awarded

Required Milestones

15% (Awarded in  
the last month of  
the grant period  
upon successful  
completion)

•	 Participation in periodic calls and submission of a brief monthly outreach 
report to the Companies to track progress toward goals laid out in the  
engagement plan, including any barriers to program participation noted  
in the community. 

•	 Demonstrate follow through, over the course of the grant period, on the  
participant’s marketing and outreach plan to encourage participation in  
Energize CT energy efficiency programs, especially those related to their  
selected goal.

Participants can earn a bonus award for achieving their selected goal. This is a bonus payment that is  
allocated in addition to the total funding awarded.

Percentage of 
Total Funding 
Awarded

Achieved Goal

10% of total funding 
possible

•	 Achievement of selected Goals 1-4 outlined above

Participants are required to create a program plan and outreach strategy in addition to submitting monthly 
reports and participation in periodic calls and meetings. Participants are eligible to receive a percentage of 
funding once they successfully complete these required milestones throughout the entire program period.
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How Can the Participants Attain Partnership Goals?

In the “Evaluation Process” section in the application, applicants should outline specific outreach methods and 
efforts that they plan to implement as part of their outreach in the Partnership. Municipal applicants should 
describe the role of any local community-based organizations in their efforts, including any organizations  
they are partnering with on this application. The Companies are looking for innovating and creative ways to 
encourage participation in energy efficiency programs.

Examples of potential outreach methods include:

•	 Creating videos and interviews with municipal officials and other local leaders promoting energy  
efficiency programs.

•	 Partnering with large employers to reach employees who live in the municipality.

•	 Hosting virtual coffee hours for small landlords, property managers, and condo associations or communities.

•	 Co-sponsoring events or webinars/workshops with local small business associations.

•	 Engaging with municipal community development, public works, etc. (e.g., piggybacking on department  
of water bill inserts and use of local assessor’s data)

•	 Collaborating with local community-based organizations and faith-based groups in the community to build 
trust and awareness about Energize CT energy efficiency programs among residents and ensure effective 
outreach to multilingual residents.

•	 Holding open houses hosted by local community members and small businesses to showcase energy  
efficiency upgrades and technologies (when safe to do so).

•	 Partnering with schools and student/parent groups and collaborating with the Companies’ K-12 Energy 
Education curriculum, professional development, and outreach programming.

•	 Develop collaborative relationships with Energize Connecticut business partners to follow through on  
developed customer leads.

What Will Be the General Responsibilities of Partnership Participants?

•	 Ensure fiscal transparency by providing the Companies with a budget that breaks down how funding  
will be received, and disbursements will be spent. Budgets will need to be signed off by participating  
organizations and fiduciary agents and the Companies will provide feedback on each budget proposal 
prior to disbursement of seed funds.

•	 Provide monthly reporting that includes grant fund reporting, outreach progress summaries, including data 
collection on number of residents and/or businesses in each target group being reached, and any barriers 
and successes to program participation that your outreach efforts have revealed. Monthly reports will be 
due on the 15th of each month for the previous month of activities.

•	 Attend a mandatory introductory training on targeted energy efficiency program offerings and best  
practices in marketing and community outreach. Any outreach materials developed for the purpose of  
the Partnership must be reviewed and approved by the Companies prior to public distribution.

•	 Participate in periodic calls with the Companies and the other participants in the Partnership.

•	 A final report (1-3 pages) on progress at the end of the year (due within ten (10) business days after  
the close of the grant award period). In addition to the final report for Round 1 activities, Partnership  
participants must fill out a brief survey on how the award funding worked with their project and how  
they would like to stay engaged with the Companies regarding energy efficiency programs after their  
Partnership participation year concludes.
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•	 If the Partnership has not developed specific collaborative relationships with Energize Connecticut  
authorized contractors, any marketing materials developed by the participant must direct customers  
to an authorized contractor to implement those programs, an Energize Connecticut online lead form or 
application, or 1-877-WISE-USE. Additionally, customers who reside in, or property managers/building  
owners of, a multifamily building with 5 or more units should contact 1-877-WISE-USE.

What is the Application Process?

Interested applicants should complete the application form included in this document. The form is fillable and 
will expand as you type. Responses to open-ended questions should be formatted in bulleted lists, rather  
than narratives wherever possible. If you have questions about the application process, please attend the  
applicant webinar which will be held on July 29, 2021 at Noon and 6:00 p.m. or reach out to Devan Willemsen 
at Devan.Willemsen@eversource.com or Sheri Borrelli at Sheri.Borrelli@uinet.com.

Applications must include the following:

•	 A completed and signed application form. Please answer all questions. Incomplete applications will not  
be considered.

◊	 The application requires supplemental documentation including a copy of a W-9, project budget,  
identified fiduciary agent, among other project strategy details. It is recommended that applicants  
review the entire form prior to completing responses.

Applications are also strongly encouraged to include the following:

•	 An official letter of support from the Mayor, Town Manager, First Selectman, Town Administrator, or Energy 
Manager representing the municipality where the project work will take place.

•	 Memorandum of understanding (MOU) agreements between cooperating parties, especially those  
submitting joint applications.

•	 Other supporting documentation that supports their project. Please limit this to no more than five (5) items 
for a total of ten (10) pages.

How Will Applications Be Evaluated?

Community groups, nonprofit organizations, and municipalities located within the state of Connecticut and  
the Companies’ electric service area are encouraged to apply. Selection of the proposals will be made by  
the Companies based upon the following criteria: Application completeness and quality; ability to achieve  
the selected Partnership goal; relevant experience and strength of ties in the target community; target  
community energy efficiency savings potential, and preliminary project budget. Applications focused on  
engaging preferred Targeted Groups will be given preferential consideration. Geographic, economic, and  
demographic diversity of the target municipality will also be given special attention, including:

•	 Target municipality has a below-average historic participation in the Energize Connecticut energy  
efficiency programs.

•	 Target municipality has high concentrations of renters and income eligible customers, based on  
U.S. Census data.

•	 Target municipality/census tracks that have high concentrations of renters who are responsible for their 
own heating and cooling.

It is important to note that while applications must be complete to be considered, submitting a complete  
application does not guarantee funding.

mailto:devan.willemsen%40eversource.com?subject=
mailto:Sheri.Borrelli%40uinet.com?subject=
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Tentative Project Schedule*

Key Activity Date

Informational webinar with the Companies for interested 
applicants

July 29, 2021 at Noon and 6:00 p.m.

Questions closed September 29, 2021 by Noon

Applications due October 1, 2021 by 5:00 p.m.

Proposed project meetings with applicants October 6-13, 2021

Selected communities notified (via phone and email) October 22, 2021

Participant MOUs signed and returned  
(via electronic signature)

On or before November 1, 2021

Round 1 activity start date November 1, 2021

Mandatory orientation and training meeting with each 
participant

November 1-10, 2021

Seed funding (20-30% depending on goal) disbursed** November 1, 2021/Upon return of signed MOU

End of first quarter meetings February 1-4, 2022

Halfway mark meetings May 2-6, 2022

Remaining goal funding (55-65% depending on goal) 
disbursed

May 9-20, 2022

End of third quarter meetings August 1-5, 2022

Required milestones funding disbursed October 1, 2022

Round 1 activity end date and final project debrief  
meetings

October 30, 2022; October 27-31, 2022

Final project reports due November 31, 2022

*This is a not final schedule and for planning purposes only. 
** MOU must be signed prior to submitting an invoice for seed funding.

APPLICATIONS MUST BE COMPLETE TO BE CONSIDERED. 

DISCLAIMER: The Companies may terminate a municipality’s or community group’s participation in the  
Community Partnership for Energy Efficiency Engagement Initiative if the Companies determine the municipality 
or community group is not demonstrating a good faith effort to reach the Minimum Participation Requirements. 
The Companies may, in their sole discretion, at any time and without notice, terminate the municipality’s or 
community group’s participation in the Community Partnership for Energy Efficiency Engagement Initiative or 
modify the Community Partnership for Energy Efficiency Engagement Initiative and the terms outlined herein. 
Community Partnership for Energy Efficiency Engagement Initiative expenditures, requirements and eligibility 
may be terminated, canceled, or modified by the Utilities at any time without notice.

Applicant understands that all funding for rebates under this program derives from the Energy Efficiency Fund 
which is managed, in part, by Eversource and United Illuminating, and funding, in part, by their customers. 
Neither Eversource nor United Illuminating guarantee the availability of funding for the program and neither is 
responsible for any costs or damages incurred by applicant if funding for this program or the Energy Efficiency 
Fund is reduced or eliminated by the State of Connecticut, the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, Department 
of Energy and Environmental Protection or other State of Connecticut action. Funding is subject to change at 
any time without notice. 
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